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ScuttlebuttñSteve Hutchens 

THINK AGM! OECCôs AGM is an an-

nual opportunity for members from our 

Branches to come together to celebrate our 

enthusiasm for English cars. This year the 

AGM will be hosted by the Comox Valley 

Branch in Comox on August  13, 14, and 

15,and what a great celebration this is going 

to be. Thereôs truly something in it for every-

one: 

Ʒ Driving events on scenic roads 

Ʒ A Car Show in a beautiful park 

Ʒ Great food is a delightful setting 

Ʒ Opportunities for socialization 

DRIVING: The AGM starts late Friday morn-

ing with a scenic drive to Campbell River on 

great roads. Along the way weôll have lunch 

that youôre sure to enjoy. Saturday afternoon 

there is an Eye Spy Run that promises to be 

fun. 

CAR SHOW: Sunday there is a really great 

car show at Filberg Park where you will see 

lots of English cars in a beautiful setting. This 

event draws well beyond the membership of 

OECC, so youôre sure to see cars that you 

seldom have seen. Registration is only $10 

and every registrant gets a bottle of wine. 

You absolutely canôt beat that! 

GREAT FOOD: The highlight of the culinary 

experience will be the BBQ at Frank De-

Carloôs on Saturday afternoon after the AGM 

meeting. If you havenôt been to one of these, 

youôre missing something special. This is far 

from just throwing burgers on the grill! 

SOCIALIZATION: There will be opportuni-

ties throughout the weekend to socialize with 

English car enthusiasts from several 

branches. In fact, there probably isnôt a bet-

ter opportunity this year than youôll find in 

Comox during the AGM. 

COST: Members of the Comox Valley 

Branch have made this great AGM one of 

the least expensive. The BBQ is only $10/

person and the car show is only $10 (with a 

bottle of wine). Motels start at only $70. 

JOIN US! Add up the costs for the three 

days and youôll see that this is going to be a 

special celebration that youôll enjoy without 

breaking the bank. See oecc.ca our for regis-

tration information. I hope to see you there! 

From the Editor 

SPECIALS - This edition of the Spanner is 

dedicated to specials which are an important 

part of our motoring hobby and heritage. 

There are sports specials for the road and 

racing specials for the track as well as others 

done to a personal taste. In North America 

these one offs usually built by the owner are 

referred to as rods and  customs. 

Some of these creations are put together just 

to have fun so they might be a little quick and 

crude in construction. There are others which 

are truly works of art and engineering. Some 

of these have more time invested in thought 

and planning than actual construction. There 

are good examples of racing specials in 

which the owner, builder continued produc-

ing more competitive cars until a company 

was formed and a famous name was born. 

Colin Chapman of Lotus is a prime example. 

Specials are an important part of the BC 

scene and many have raced on our long 

gone tracks. Tom Johnstone, a builder of 

some fine Formula Atlantic cars in the eight-

ies put a book together which details as 

many of the racing specials built in Western 

Canada he could find and research. These 

were built primarily in the fifties and he has 

close to 200 listed.  

In this issue you will see some first class 

examples, a few of which were built by our 

own members. I am currently restoring a  

racing special which was put together in the 

early fifties and raced at Abbotsford Airport. 

It is based on a 1936 Morris 8 and the result 

looks somewhat like an MGTC with cycle 

fenders, powered by a Wolseley 8 engine. It 

is a smart looking little unit and I hope to 

have it on the road next year. 

Puddle Jumpers 

Do you remember that nickname for small 

British sedans? A friend reminded me about 

this and it sounds like a local name for the 

little under powered sedans of the early fif-

ties. This was after I had shown him the 

pictures of the Somersets being tossed off 

the barge. 

Another of our members, Ken Morton re-

minded me about back in 1972 when the 

Jag/MG club had a tour of the BMC ware-

house for Western Canada (by that time 

changed to British Leyland) we saw two 

large pallets loaded with new Austin A40 

parts. Somebody asked the question where 

they were going to be shipped to? We were 

told they were going to be taken out and 

dumped in the Strait of Georgia.  

Member Bruce Smith told me that his father 

worked at Fred Deeleyôs when the Somer-

sets were disposed of. He remembers his 

father telling about this and how it caused 

quite a commotion at work.  

The Austin A40ôs with their 1200 OHV en-

gines were pretty good cars unless you over 

stressed them. You could comfortably do 

long distance travelling in them. There were 

much more feeble British cars in the early 

fifties powered by smaller flat head engines. I 

am sure quite a few of those have visited 

Davey Joneôs locker. 



The Restoration Fair 
April 25ñSaanich Historical Society Museum 

Hosted by OECC, South Island Branch 


