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ScuttlebuttñSteve Hutchens 

THINK AGM! OECCôs AGM is an an-

nual opportunity for members from our 

Branches to come together to celebrate our 

enthusiasm for English cars. This year the 

AGM will be hosted by the Comox Valley 

Branch in Comox on August  13, 14, and 

15,and what a great celebration this is going 

to be. Thereôs truly something in it for every-

one: 

Ʒ Driving events on scenic roads 

Ʒ A Car Show in a beautiful park 

Ʒ Great food is a delightful setting 

Ʒ Opportunities for socialization 

DRIVING: The AGM starts late Friday morn-

ing with a scenic drive to Campbell River on 

great roads. Along the way weôll have lunch 

that youôre sure to enjoy. Saturday afternoon 

there is an Eye Spy Run that promises to be 

fun. 

CAR SHOW: Sunday there is a really great 

car show at Filberg Park where you will see 

lots of English cars in a beautiful setting. This 

event draws well beyond the membership of 

OECC, so youôre sure to see cars that you 

seldom have seen. Registration is only $10 

and every registrant gets a bottle of wine. 

You absolutely canôt beat that! 

GREAT FOOD: The highlight of the culinary 

experience will be the BBQ at Frank De-

Carloôs on Saturday afternoon after the AGM 

meeting. If you havenôt been to one of these, 

youôre missing something special. This is far 

from just throwing burgers on the grill! 

SOCIALIZATION: There will be opportuni-

ties throughout the weekend to socialize with 

English car enthusiasts from several 

branches. In fact, there probably isnôt a bet-

ter opportunity this year than youôll find in 

Comox during the AGM. 

COST: Members of the Comox Valley 

Branch have made this great AGM one of 

the least expensive. The BBQ is only $10/

person and the car show is only $10 (with a 

bottle of wine). Motels start at only $70. 

JOIN US! Add up the costs for the three 

days and youôll see that this is going to be a 

special celebration that youôll enjoy without 

breaking the bank. See oecc.ca our for regis-

tration information. I hope to see you there! 

From the Editor 

SPECIALS - This edition of the Spanner is 

dedicated to specials which are an important 

part of our motoring hobby and heritage. 

There are sports specials for the road and 

racing specials for the track as well as others 

done to a personal taste. In North America 

these one offs usually built by the owner are 

referred to as rods and  customs. 

Some of these creations are put together just 

to have fun so they might be a little quick and 

crude in construction. There are others which 

are truly works of art and engineering. Some 

of these have more time invested in thought 

and planning than actual construction. There 

are good examples of racing specials in 

which the owner, builder continued produc-

ing more competitive cars until a company 

was formed and a famous name was born. 

Colin Chapman of Lotus is a prime example. 

Specials are an important part of the BC 

scene and many have raced on our long 

gone tracks. Tom Johnstone, a builder of 

some fine Formula Atlantic cars in the eight-

ies put a book together which details as 

many of the racing specials built in Western 

Canada he could find and research. These 

were built primarily in the fifties and he has 

close to 200 listed.  

In this issue you will see some first class 

examples, a few of which were built by our 

own members. I am currently restoring a  

racing special which was put together in the 

early fifties and raced at Abbotsford Airport. 

It is based on a 1936 Morris 8 and the result 

looks somewhat like an MGTC with cycle 

fenders, powered by a Wolseley 8 engine. It 

is a smart looking little unit and I hope to 

have it on the road next year. 

Puddle Jumpers 

Do you remember that nickname for small 

British sedans? A friend reminded me about 

this and it sounds like a local name for the 

little under powered sedans of the early fif-

ties. This was after I had shown him the 

pictures of the Somersets being tossed off 

the barge. 

Another of our members, Ken Morton re-

minded me about back in 1972 when the 

Jag/MG club had a tour of the BMC ware-

house for Western Canada (by that time 

changed to British Leyland) we saw two 

large pallets loaded with new Austin A40 

parts. Somebody asked the question where 

they were going to be shipped to? We were 

told they were going to be taken out and 

dumped in the Strait of Georgia.  

Member Bruce Smith told me that his father 

worked at Fred Deeleyôs when the Somer-

sets were disposed of. He remembers his 

father telling about this and how it caused 

quite a commotion at work.  

The Austin A40ôs with their 1200 OHV en-

gines were pretty good cars unless you over 

stressed them. You could comfortably do 

long distance travelling in them. There were 

much more feeble British cars in the early 

fifties powered by smaller flat head engines. I 

am sure quite a few of those have visited 

Davey Joneôs locker. 



The Restoration Fair 
April 25ñSaanich Historical Society Museum 

Hosted by OECC, South Island Branch 



North Island BranchñComox 

Our 2010 actually started in 2009, at our 
Christmas Banquet.  It is when we collect 
2010 dues!  We had a great turn out , to such 
a point we had to find an additional table with 
6 more chairs making the total number at-
tending 50. Christmas presents were drawn 
and a video of our years activities ended the 
night, with every one being enthused about 
next year and the AGM.   
Januaryôs meeting was a full house with 
Linda Grundy giving us a talk on how to clean 
and look after leather upholstery especially 
Tonneau covers, and when she said ñjust put 
them in the washing machine with some gen-
tle soapò there was a gasp from the room.  
She went on to give us a demo of what she 
had done on her Midget and how the tonneau 
cover looked like new, ( ps.  She is an expert 
in leather and vinyl, she runs her own busi-
ness).  February, we had a great turn out of 
our members who enjoyed  two representa-
tives who gave us a talk on Fasteners, 
Threads, Nuts, Bolts and the different grades 
and where to use them.  Then again Marchôs 
meeting was a packed house to such an 
extent members were practically sitting on 
one anotherôs laps.  This month we had a 
Tire guy talking about tires, sizes, ratings, 
codes, tread patterns, age and how to inspect 
what we are running.  Our meeting place 
supplied through the kindness of the Elks 
Club has worked out very well; anyone wish-
ing to come to our meeting if you are in the 
area is welcome. 
  
We are in the groove getting ready for the the 
AGM  in August,  we had a club activity Fri-
day morning to bottle  150 bottles of wine and 
we have them in dark, cool place, where 
spiders and cob webs gather to age the bot-
tles and by August they will be Vintage 
Wines.  These will be given out as the en-
trants leave the Filberg All British Car show 
on Sunday August 15.  
We have held a Committee meeting to plan 
out the AGM weekend trying to make it an 
interesting and worthwhile event.  Checking 
with the local Hotel and Motels they have 
given us a great price and along with the 
entry fee to the AGM and the Filberg car 
show we are trying to have a great weekend 
that should work out to be a very fun, reward-
ing and inexpensive weekend.   
2010 AGM:   to be held in the Comox Valley 
14th of August and the events leading up to 
the Meeting will be: 
Friday August 13:  for those who come early 
there will be a tour up to Campbell River to 
see the interest spots with a lunch available 



North Island Branchñ Comox 

at a unique pub called ñFreddiesò.   
Saturday August 14th starting at 1:30 there 
will be a tour the Comox Valley with a little 
quiz attached to the route ending in time for 
the General Meeting. 
Saturday August 14th AGM to held at Frank 
DeCarloôs place 37 Salisbury Rd. Courtenay, 
starting at 4:00 pm.   
Saturday August 14th BBQ starting at 
6:00pm.  This will be our Meet and Greet with 
BYOB.  There will be a hot choices and cold 
plates along with salads and dessert, coffee 
and tea will be available.  The price for the 
BBQ IS $10 PP.  
Sunday August 15th is our ñAll British Car and 
Bike Show at the Filberg.   
FILBERG is our annual ñAll British Car Showò 
which includes British Motor Bikes. We have 
been gradually increasing the entries and 
now people can come and picnic, sit under 
the trees and enjoy people watching, who are 
watching the cars.  
     
This year will be our 7th year at the Filberg, 

and we hope it will be our best, The Filberg 
Park and Gardens are located in the town-
ship of Comox and the waterfront historic 
building and the tea shop on the lower 
grounds and the great display of our British 
cars on the upper field make this a must see 
event.  

August 15th Sunday from 8:30am to 2:30 at 

which time prizes will be given out, the entry 

fee will be $10.00 and as you leave a Vintage 

bottle of wine will be given out, to take home 

and remember the day, you could go home 

with a prize too!   

And a Jolly good day to all. 
     Since I last wrote for the magazine about 3 
months have passed. The doldrums of the 
seasons for all us English car buffs are finally 
over. 
    The winter seems to have treated our mem-
bers well. We have 84 members at this time, 
about the same as this time last year, but, 
Mike Bull, our membership "guy" assures me 
that we will have 105-110 members before the 
end of the year. Tthat would give us about the 
same membership as last year. Not a bad 
outlook at all. 
    The runs this year started out with the 
"Polar Bear Run" in January, wagon master 
Malcolm & Janet Hargrave. Great enthusiasm 
for this run. Sure to be run again next Janu-
ary. 
    The run in March took us all the way to 
Victoria via the ferry from Mill Bay, wagon 
master Geoff & Candy Francis. We toured to 
Mill Bay, then over by ferry to the Saanich 
peninsula, which we toured before lunch. 
Then away we go again, heading for the Mala-
hat, but just a moment, we took a detour and 
went through the Highlands first. A very 
twisted road, lots of fun to drive; then off we 
go over the Malahat, through Duncan, stop-
ping for coffee before heading home. Just a 
fun run. 
     The first run in April was wagon mastered 
by Joyce and Norm Hall. We travelled around 
Coombs/Errington and onto little Qualicum 

Falls. We had a brief stop, and everyone had 
a chance to look at a spectacular sight. We 
then continued on to a members house, Steve 
and Barbara Harris. He has a collection of 
antique English cars. We spent about 2 hors 
rubber-necking. A really nice collection of very 
interesting cars.  
     If you want to read all the details of our 
runs, please go to our site: OECC Nanaimo. 
     Our next run is the Bunny hop Run; to be 
held April 18 and takes us around South 
Nanaimo and environs; wagon mastered by 
Dave and Linda Harris. 
    It looks like 5 good months of touring! Hur-
rah!! 
Norman HallðChairman of Central Island 
BranchðApril 14, 2010 

Central Island Branch 



South Island Branch 

January: Whitehall Rowing & Sail Factory 
Tour 
The team of Tom Rivers and Glen Fraser, 
with spouses Cheryl and Loretta, organized a 
nautically themed outing for the start of 2010, 
with a visit to the Whitehall Rowing and Sail 
boat factory in Esquimalt. As we were to 
learn, the company produces high end rowing 
and sail boats which are sold all over the 
world. 
A short drive from the afternoonôs starting 
point at Kinsmen Gorge Park brought us to 
Whitehallôs premises. The factory was spot-
lessly clean and well lit.  
Andrea Guyon, the International Sales and 
Marketing representative of Whitehall, took 
us on a very complete tour of the facility. 
Andrea, who began work at Whitehall on the 
production line, proved to be a very knowl-
edgeable and enthusiastic guide. 
Andrea explained that two types of boats are 
made; fibreglass with teak trim, and thermo-
formed co-polymer models, in sizes from 9 to 
17 feet.  
The fibreglass models are made entirely on 
site (though the bronze fittings are cast at a 
local foundry and then finished at Whitehall). 
The co-polymer hulls are formed at a special-
ized facility on the lower mainland, but as-
sembled and fitted out in Esquimalt. 
The teak trim is harvested from sustainable 
forests and is of the highest quality. A key 
selling point of the boats is their performance, 
either rowed or under sail. Small outboard 
motors can also be fitted. 
While not inexpensive, the boats are, in the 
words of Whitehall ñlifelong assets for per-
sonal and family pleasure that are built to last 
for generationsò. More than one of the group 
seemed keen to add one of the vessels to 
their familyôs assets, and indeed a Minto 
Rowing Dingy would look just right behind a 
certain Mini Estate. 
However, it appeared no sales were made 
that afternoon and after expressing our 
thanks to Andrea (and presenting her with the 
famous OECC mug) we departed for refresh-

ments. 
In keeping with tradition, Glen had devised a 
nautical quiz to occupy participants on the 
run to the Cordova Bay area. At the conclu-
sion of the run (at Bill Mattickôs Restaurant), 
Jim and Pauline were determined to be the 
quiz winners and appropriately enough, re-
ceived a bottle of rum in recognition. Second 
place went to the Parkers, the prize being a 
Navy mug. For third place, the Editorial team 
were presented with a package of Lifesavers. 

Our thanks to the Rivers and Fraser clans for 

organizing a great start to our 2010 Sunday 

Drives.  

February: Bobõs Afternoon Adventure 

Longtime club members will remember the 
Tibboôs famous Canada Day parties, where 
some rather odd (and exciting) activities took 
place. Garden tractor races (in a steeply 
sloped back garden) were a particularly 
amusing feature. So when the Tibbo family 
were asked to organize the February Sunday 
Run, lots of fun was guaranteed. And nearly 
as important, Bob arranged perfect weather 
for the day. 
No fewer than 17 teams left the starting point 
at Island View Beach, after having accom-
plished their first task of the afternoon. This 
was to find a piece of driftwood from which to 
make a hood ornament. A short drive, via the 
scenic route, brought participants to the Heri-



tage Acres parking lot, where the first driving 
challenges awaited. 
Test number one, a warm-up for what was to 
come, was to drive through a slalom course, 
perform two parking tasks and then drive in 
reverse through the slalom. The traffic cones 
marking the course were seen to take a beat-
ing from some cars, mainly in the reversing 
part of the course. 
Following this test, (and appropriately in view 
of the upcoming Olympic hockey tourna-
ment), the next objective was to score a goal 
by knocking a large beach ball through a pair 
of goal posts, using the front bumper of oneôs 
vehicle. Unfortunately, this challenge was cut 
short when only the second competitor (who 
shall remain unidentified by name) drove his 
vehicle over the ball, causing it (the ball) to ex-
plode with some force. So ended that test. 
As advertised in advance of the event, there was 
an option for those wishing to try a different driv-
ing experience by piloting an unfamiliar vehicle. 
Much to the organizerôs surprise, nearly every-
one elected to sample the delights (!) of slipping 
behind the wheel the Tibbosô Standard Vanguard 
and the editorial Commer Superpoise. 
And to add to the challenge, the Vanguard test 
involved driving the slalom course with a set of 
teacups and a teapot balanced on the bonnet. 
Quite amazingly, everyone completed the course 
without breaking the crockery, though some 
proceeded at an even more glacial pace than 
others. 
The Commer test was simpler, to preclude 
changing gears (and thus adding to the solids 
content of the gearbox oil), and simply involved 
starting and stopping on a designated mark, 
which of course was not visible from the driverôs 
seat. Drivers then needed to reverse to the start-
ing point. 
The final driving test was a circuit of the parking 
lot with the passenger holding a spoon contain-
ing an egg out of the passenger side window. 
Once again this was accomplished by most, 
though some appeared to forget that it was a 
timed event to be completed before the sun went 

down. 
While the driving tests were going on, teams 
were invited to embellish their bits of wood from 
the beach with various felt markers and shiny 
trim bits provided by the organizers. Much imagi-
nation was involved, as can be seen in the ac-
companying photos.   
The afternoon concluded at Maryôs Bleue Moon 
Cafe, where some two dozen members were 
served very efficiently with food and drink. Bob 
and Wendy, meanwhile tabulated the scores and 
then presented prizes. Winner of the Teacup 
Challenge were the Brodies, while the Jim Morri-
son/Glen Fraser combination won the egg and 
spoon race. The Commer Challenge victor was 
Trevor Parker and peopleôs choice for the best 
hood ornament went to Paul Tibbo and compan-
ion Rena. 
Many thanks to the Tibbo family for organizing a 
fun-filled afternoon; perhaps it will become an 
annual event!  
March: Signs of Spring Sunday Drive 
Another good turnout of members took up 
Susan Jonesô invitation to look for óSigns of 
Springô on March 21. Assisted by Kathleen 
Trayner, Susan had planned what turned out 
indeed to be  a relaxing run, with one excep-
tion, for the March Sunday drive. That excep-
tion proved to be the search for a landmark 
that stumped nearly everyone. 
Notable among the cars appearing on the run 
was the convertible Ford Consul of the Gill 
family and Cheryl Riversô new Jaguar, for-
merly owned by Don Stevens. 
In addition to the route directions, which re-
quired keen powers of observation, a second 
set of pages was handed out. This was a 
general knowledge test, centering on Spring. 
Did you know that óspring feverô is a real 
physical condition? Or how long after a 
chicken lays an egg it hatches (21 days)?  
Participants considered these questions as 
they ventured down to Esquimalt Lagoon, 
then along Metchosin Road to Duke Point. 
From there the route continued via small 
lanes to Happy Valley Road, Lindholm and 

Kangaroo. At this point the instructions called 
for a stop at an historic marker. After stops, 
starts and head-scratching, the teams carried 
on, via Rocky Point Road to the next point of 
interest, the Poplars on Lombardy. From 
there it was an easy run to the Four Mile Pub. 
One last chance for bonus points was the 
opportunity to compose a Haiku incorporating 
the name of oneôs vehicle, and a óspringô 
word. Results were varied, some having no 
idea what a Haiku was, while the more liter-
ate did quite well. 
Refreshments were enjoyed while Susan and 
Kathleen tabulated the results. The Barries 
were awarded third place, the Atkins second 
and Al and Sue Gunnarson finished first. 
Natives of Metchosin, the Gunnarsons were 
able to identify the mysterious historic 
marker, which in fact was a either a trick 
question or an organizerôs mistake, as it did 
not appear on the route. The Gunnarsons 
also did well with their poem:  
ñIn the spring it rainsS͖o kinda fonda Honda͖
Cause my Spitfire leaks.ò  
Other poetic endeavours appear below. 
Our thanks to Susan and Kathleen for the 
time and effort they spent in organizing our 
March Sunday Drive. It was an enjoyable 
afternoon out in the search for the signs of 
spring. 



Vancouver Coast Branch 

Starting Off the Decade in the Vancouver 
Coast Branch  
Les Foster 
A new decade began for our Branch with our 
first meeting of 2010 on January 5th.  One of 
our favourite venues, the B.C. Society of 
Model Engineers Burnaby Central Railway 
clubhouse in Confederation Park, hosted us.  
Branch Treasurer, Colin Crabbe, presented a 
very interesting slide show of his experiences 
in the Restoration Program at the famous 
Reynolds-Alberta Museum at Wetaskiwin. 

February 2nd was a purely social gathering at 
Sharkey's Seafood Bar and Grille at the gov-

ernment wharf in Ladner.  Also a very popular 
meeting place for our Branch, Sharkeyôs has 
proven to be a place that offers great service 
for our large group, the ability to respond 
flexibly to our needs, easy access and park-
ing and tasty food and fine beverages all set 
in an interesting, comfortable and scenic 
setting.  It was an enjoyably-unstructured 
evening where we were free to mix and min-
gle and catch up on each otherôs news.   
February 14th was a very special day for both 
the Vancouver Coast Branch and the Morgan 
Owners Group Northwest.  Both groups gath-
ered together to honour the memory of their 
late member, Liz Blake.  Organized by Lorna 
Hoare and Win Muehling, the Liz Blake Me-
morial Valentines Day Run saw twenty-five 
cars drive from Annacis Island to the George 
C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary on beauti-
ful Westham Island in Ladner.  The route was 
scenic following the Fraser River most of the 
way.  Many members enjoyed the trails of the 
Sanctuary.  The return trip ended at 
Sharkeyôs again and the staff there rose to 
the occasion by accommodating the unex-
pectedly large group with aplomb.  It was a 
great way to celebrate the life of a member 
who will be sorely missed. 
March 2nd was our AGM at the Old Spaghetti 
Factory in New Westminster.  Fueled by beer 
and pasta (how this would help our federal 
and provincial contests!), the membership 
went on to select some new bodies to fill club 
positions.  Longtime Secretary, Dennis Nel-
son, stepped down in favour of Bill Aroe.  I 
really think we should have presented Dennis 
with a pen and notebook in his retirement as I 
believe he has never owned either.  Steve 
Diggins will concentrate on his excellent work 
with the Spanner and our very capable Lorna 

The Liz Blake Memorial Run on Valentineôs Day 

Above: Fort Langley RunðAustin J40 pedal car  
was the smallest vehicle there.  Bottom is Steve 
Hutchens new Mini with a crowd looking on Valentineôs Day at the Riefel Bird Sanctuary: 

David Austin says: Get these ducks away from 
meðI canôt move! 


