
February 2009 



THE OLD ENGLISH CAR CLUB  
EMAIL: oeccspanner@gmail.com 
POSTAL: 5211 10A AVENUE,  
                DELTA, BC V4M 1Y3 
THE EDITOR: Steve Diggins: 
 oeccspanner@gmail.com 
 

THE BRANCHES: 
SOUTH ISLAND:  ratkins@shaw.ca 
CENTRAL ISLAND:   
COMOX VALLEY:  yhiggs@telus.net 
HIGH COUNTRY:  havenhurst@shaw.ca 
NORTHERN INTERIOR:  diver@pgonline.com 
VANCOUVER COAST:  kenmiles@shaw.ca 

From the Editor  
 

 We have a new collection of photos and 
related documents on our web site page of 
historical British motoring in BC. These are 
all to do with the Fred Deeley Austin dealer-
ship in the early 1950ôs. In 1950 Mr. Deeley 
had his building at 901 West Broadway up-
graded to deal with only Austin sales and 
service. Previous to this the building was 
split between Austin on the east side (where 
you eat in an Earlôs restaurant now) and the 
motorcycle business on the west side. As 
you can see by the picture this was a first 
class effort resulting in one of the largest 
Austin dealerships in the world and one of 
the fines auto facilities in Vancouver.  
 Our province has a rich and interesting 
history with British vehicles starting from day 
one. Thomas Plimley in Victoria was one of 
the first car dealers in BC,  about 1902/03, 
along with the Stark brothers at the same 
time  in Vancouver. Both these companies 
were in the bicycle business which was all 
the rage in the late eighteen hundreds and 
they started selling cars as a side interest. 
The cars  sold were primarily Oldsmobiles, 
however in 1904 Plimley started to import a 
new British car called a Rover. He was the 
first British car dealer in BC and as far as 
can be determined the first in North America.  
 The Plimley auto business lasted for a 
good long time and I am not sure when they 
last sold cars but I am guessing sometime by 
the eighties. It would be great to see pictures 
of their business through the ages and auto 
related history recorded. This is a significant 
bit of local history and would be welcomed 
on our web site historic page. I wonder if 
anyone in our South Island Branch would 
have the time to do some research on Tho-
mas Plimley and his auto business? There is 
a good picture of an auto rally in Beacon Hill 
Park in 1905 with four Rovers lined up with 
other early cars. Thomas Plimley probably 
sold Rover bicycles in the late 1800ôs.  
 Before the great war, 1914 - 1917, there 
were other British car dealers in BC which 
we know little about as well as individuals 
who brought in their own cars. There was a 
very successful Napier dealership in Vancou-
ver at this time. This was a car which was 
the equal of a Rolls Royce and I have read 

that in 1910 they sold a hundred and twenty 
of them. They also had a new fireproof build-
ing built that was three or four stories tall and 
could accommodate two hundred fifty cars.  
 As I mentioned, there were other early 
British car dealers of note at this time such 
as the Vauxhall dealer in Vernon. Maybe 
someone in that area could have a look at 
that history. Not only were there British cars 
brought into the province there were also 
trucks. The first early large trucks, both 
steam and gasoline powered, were imported. 
Great names such as Foden, Mann, Thor-
neycroft and Leyland were to be seen.  
 Out of all of North America we have the 
most interesting and special history with 
British vehicles. I think it is up to us to save 
and document as much as we can. Our club 
has decided to start a óPre War Registryô 
which is for owners of pre war 1940 British 
vehicles to get in touch and exchange infor-
mation. I figure there are about 150 cars and 

trucks in the province which are in this cate-
gory and this is one way of helping with the 
history of these very special vehicles. You 
can see on another page regarding details of 
the Pre War Registry. 
 Hollow Tree Update...It has been de-
cided by the Vancouver Parks Board to save 
and restore the Hollow Tree in Stanley Park. 
It is going to be propped up with an internal 
skeleton and the whole thing will be fixed up 
to look the way it should. It should be noted 
that none of this will use tax payer money. 
Money has been purposely donated for the 
cause. So there you go. If you donôt preserve 
your history you lose it plus your own iden-
tity.  
 In the last issue of the Spanner, I men-
tioned that by 1916 the Vancouver Parks 
Board leased the rights to the óofficial Stanley 
Park Photographerô. That was to Frank Go-
wan. However, I have since found out these 
rights were first leased out in 1908.  

1910 and Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier arrives in Vancouver to be driven out to officially open 
the new Vancouver Exhibition at Hastings Park which is now called the Pacific National Exhibition.  
The car is a Napier which has all the óbells and whistlesô of the day.  Napier by this time already 
had a racing heritage and you can see it with the engine mounted low in the chassis.  It also has 
the optional centre lock wire wheels mounted with white tires which are the forerunner of white-
walls. 



Vancouver Coast Branch Report by Walter Reynolds 

  October 7, 2008: Branch regular monthly 
meeting, held at the Nu-Brite Industries 
wheel and metal finishing plant in Surrey. 
This was an ideal meeting place for car 
buffs like us. Nu-Brite repair and sell wheels 
for both the automotive industry and to 
heavy trucking customers. They also do 
restorative work on diamond plating and 
repair diesel fuel tanks for heavy trucks. 
Through the tour, which lasted almost three 
hours, we were given numerous lessons 
regarding wheel history, repair and restora-
tion. As several of the Nu-Brite processes 
were proprietary, no photos were allowed 
until the end. 

 
Nu-Brite premises after dark. Photo by Wal-
ter. 
 November 2, 2008: London to Brighton 
Commemorative Run, reported on sepa-
rately in the Spanner. 
 November 4, 2008: Branch regular 

monthly meeting, held at the Teamsterôs 
Truck Museum in Port Coquitlam. Lots of 
old commercial trucks, some restored and 
running, others being restored and still oth-
ers not running. Fred Bennett organized this 
visit, our first here in three years. Thanks, 
Fred. 
Ed. NoteðThe oldest truck in the collection 
is British.  It is a 1913 FWD which was used 
by BC Electric to tow broken down buses 

back to the repair yard.  Thankfully this rare 
early large truck has survived to be saved. 
 December 2, 2008: Branch Christmas 
Party at the Roma Hall, New Westminster. 
The annual ódooô held back at the Roma 
Hall for the first time in three years. Lots of 
people came out for our annual óshindigô, 
some of whom Iôd not seen for a while. Ken 
and Pat Miles gave us an impromptu talk on 
their trip to Australia (along with details of 
their experience of shipping their Morgan to 
Australia). Thanks to Italo Cirillo for organiz-
ing the Hall and meal. 
January 6, 2009: Regular monthly meeting, 
Held at the Rainbow Station, home of sev-
eral ride-on sized steam and diesel/electric 
model trains. We continued watching Steve 
Digginsô 1930ôs Austin factory promotional 
DVDôs. (We viewed the first five January 
ô08.). 
Ed.NoteðThe rollover demonstration of a 
1937 Austin 10 Sedan was most entertain-
ing. 
Well, thatôs it for now from the Vancouver 
Coast Branch but coming up for 2009 are: 
February 3: Regular monthly meeting, at 
Roma Hall to view Vintage Car Race Docu-
mentaries and to have our annual Magazine 
Swap. 
February 14: Valentines Day Run. Details 
TBA. 
March 3: Branch AGM and Elections at 
Roma Hall. 
March (date TBA): Third Annual Garage 
Tour, details TBA. 

Picture of Elaine Lafontaine and Pat Jones receiving the Bovril Award for the members of the 
year. 

The July Picnic at HMCS Discovery 
 

Members of the OECC and all owners of pre 1940 British Vehicles are invited to our picnic at 
HMCS Discovery on July 12.  This is an all day event where you can arrive and leave at your 
discretion.  Please note this is not open to the public.  Non OECC members must be on a guest 
list.  There is a large parking lot for our use plus first class barbeque facilities in a park like set-
ting.  We hope to see you there. 



South Island Branch Report 

The Great Race  
Provided by Susan Jones 
A dozen cars gathered in the Clo-
ver Point parking area, with the 
participants chatting and wondering 
what Bob and Wendy Tibbo had in 
store for us.  Apparently they are 
known for putting on ñwickedò 
events. I was pleased on this occa-
sion that my trusty Sunbeam Ra-
pier was back on the road, after 
recovering from a blown head gas-
ket and assorted other ills.   
Promptly on time, Bob gave us our 
instructions. We were all told to 
ñrunò to the middle of the field and 
pluck an envelope from a basket, 
ñrunò back and immediately take off 
to a destination somewhere in Vic-
toria.  We were informed that locals 
would have no problem finding the 
destination, or the fastest route to 
it. And so began the great race that 
had us looking for ñOECC Tack 
Shopsò in various locations around 
Victoria including the Harbour Air 
Terminal, China Town, Mount Tol-
mie, Broadmead Shopping Centre, 
Commerce Circle, Thetis Lake, and 
Florence Lake.  Luckily, the 
weather was most favourable for 
driving on Sunday! 
The navigators (or drivers) were 
kept quite busy at each location 
finding the Tack Shop, remember-
ing to ask for a tack, putting the 
tack on a card (once we actually 
got the card), and not getting stuck 
by the pin in the process. What we 
found most helpful as we ap-
proached a destination was to look 
for the other participants as a faster 
way of finding these tack shops. 
This was most useful when my 
navigator and I were going around 
and around on Commerce Circle.  
We also learned some interesting 
bits of trivia like the cost of one half 
a B.B.Q. duck at Don Mees, which 
day Café Mexigo is closed, and 
that India Gold Bars are to be 
found in the bushes of Thetis Lake! 
Actually, I was so busy driving 
most of the time, it wasnôt till later I 
even knew what my navigator was 
doing at each stop. Drivers were 
required to pass a driving test at 
one stop, which included a request 
to ñstop on a dimeò (you had to be 
there to understand this one!).   


