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From the Editor that in 1910 they sold a hundred and twetrtycks in the province which are in this cate-

of them. They also had a new fireproof bugdry and this is one way of helping with the
We have a new collection of photos aif built that was three or four stories tall dnstory of these very special vehicles. You
related documents on our web site pagecef”d accommodate two hundred fifty carscan see on another page regarding details of

historical British motoring in BC. These are As | mentioned, there were other eatlye Pre War Registry.
all to do with the Fred Deeley Austin deaf@fitish car dealers of note at this time such Hollow Tree Update...It has been de-

ship in the early P9 ey Yawxhall pqq?llerﬂrwg\ée@on.MYIaybmiqgi@xatrpee\/?ncouver Parks Board to save
had his building at 901 West Broadway gp/Meone in that area could have gllookaa{?d restore the Hollow Tree in_StanIgy Park.
graded to deal with only Austin sales afitpt history. Not only were there British ctirés going to be propped up with an internal
service. Previous to this the building wlkought into the province there were alskeleton and the whole thing will be fixed up
split between Austin on the east side (Whgllécks. The first early large trucks, batih look the way it should. It should be noted
you eat in an Ear | &&amandgaseinepougred, werg jpportiy npne ofthis will use tax payer money.
motorcycle business on the west side. geat names such as Foden, Mann,” Thieney has been purposely donated for the
you can see by the picture this was a fingycroft and Leyland weretobe seen. cause. So there you ¢
class effort resulting in one of the largest Out of all pf North Ameripa we have tlgeur history you lose it plus your own iden-
Austin dealerships in the world and one@pSt interesting and special history wiity. .
the fines auto facilities in Vancouver. British vehicles. | think it is up to us to save In the last issue of the Spanner, | men-
Our province has a rich and interegﬁﬁ@d document as much as we can. Our ctidmed that by 1916 the Vancouver Parks

history with British vehicles starting from ot S decided to st aBdarad dRraseWat h®emgii gt

one. Thomas Plimley in Victoria was oneWgfich is for owners of pre war 1940 BritBrar k Phot ographer 0.
the first car dealers in BC, about 1902/(y§hicles to get in touch and exchange infean. However, | have since found out these

along with the Stark brothers at the sarmtion. | figure there are about 150 cars aights were first leased out in 1908.

time in Vancouver. Both these companias
were in the bicycle business which we
the rage in the late eighteen hundreds ., = ? ,
they started selling cars as a side inte * e , o - i
The cars sold were primarily Oldsmo -z : .
however in 1904 Plimley started to img
new British car called a Rover. He wa
first British car dealer in BC and as f&s ™y
can be determined the first in North Amc o

The Plimley auto business lasted &
good long time and | am not sure wher™
last sold cars but | am guessing sometiru
the eighties. It would be great to see pic
of their business through the ages and
related history recorded. This is a signi
bit of local history and would be welcq
on our web site historic page. | wond
anyone in our South Island Branch w
have the time to do some research on
mas Plimley and his auto business? Th
a good picture of an auto rally in Beacc
Park in 1905 with four Rovers lined up
other early cars. Thomas Plimley prol
sold Rover bicycle

Before the great war, 191917, there
were other British car dealers in BC wlg¢h and Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier arrives in Vancouver to be driven out to officia
we know little about as well as individhalaew Vancouver Exhibition at Hastings Park which is now called the Pacific National Ex
who brought in their own cars. There wah@ car is a Napier which has all the 6b
very successful Napier dealership in VaRgela racing heritage and you can see it with the engine mounted low in the chassis. It als
ver at this time. This was a car whichtM&@sptional centre lock wire wheels mounted with white tires which are the forerunner of v
the equal of a Rolls Royce and | have yggd.




back to the repair yard. Thankfully this rare
early large truck has survived to be saved.
December 2, 2008ranch Christmas

Party at the Roma Hall, New Westminster.
The annual 6dood hel c
Hall for the first time in three years. Lots of
people came out for
some of whom | 6d not
and Pat Miles gave us an impromptu talk on
their trip to Australia (along with details of
their experience of shipping their Morgan to
Australia). Thanks to Italo Cirillo for organiz-
ing the Hall and meal.

January 6, 200®egular monthly meeting,

Held at the Rainbow Station, home of sev-
eral rid®n sized steam and diesel/electric
model trains. We continued watching Steve
Digginsd6 193006s Austi
DVD6s. (We viewed thi
608. ).

Ed.Noté The rollover demonstration of a
1937 Austin 10 Sedan was most entertain-

: ; ing.
Picture of Elaine Lafontaine and Pat Jones receiving the Bovril Award for the memMégsloflthe t hat 6s it for I
year. Coast Branch but coming up for 2009 are:

February 3 Regular monthly meeting, at
Roma Hall to view Vintage Car Race Docu-
October 7, 200®8ranch regular monthlymont hl'y meeti ng, hreehtaries and to hakeeour aneual Maghzne 6
meeting, held at the-Btite Industries Truck Museum in Port Coquitlam. Lots S:fvap.
wheel and metal finishing plant in Surreyd commercial trucks, some restored aRdbruary 14: Valentines Day Run. Details
This was an ideal meeting place for camning, others being restored and still oTfBA.
buffs like us. MBuite repair and sell wheelsers not running. Fred Bennett organized thiarch 3: Branch AGM and Elections at
for both the automotive industry and wisit, our first here in three years. Thank&xma Hall.
heavy trucking customers. They also &oed. March (date TBA): Third Annual Garage
restorative work on diamond plating afdl. Not@ The oldest truck in the collectioffour, details TBA.
repair diesel fuel tanks for heavy trucks.British. Itis a 1913 FWD which was used
Through the tour, which lasted almost thige BC Electric to tow broken down buses
hours, we were given numerous lessans
regarding wheel history, repair and rest
tion. As several of theBxite processe
were proprietary, no photos were allg
until the end.

WHEEL & TIRE

REPAIRS « SALES

The July Picnic at HMCS Discovery

NuBrite premises after dark. Photo by Mgimpers of the OECC and all owners of pre 1940 British Vehicles are invited to| our picnic
ter. ] HMCS Discovery on July 12. This is an all day event where you can arrive and Jeave at yc
November 2, 200&ondon to Brightohgiscretion. Please note this is not open to the public. Non OECC members must be on a.
Commemorative Run, reported on S8R#- There is a large parking lot for our use plus first class barbeque facilities in a park like

rately in the Spanner. ting. We hope to see you there.
November 4, 2008Branch regulaf




The Great Race

Provided by Susan Jones

A dozen cars gathered in the Clo-
ver Point parking area, with the
participants chatting and wondering
what Bob and Wendy Tibbo had in
store for us. Apparently they are
known for
events. | was pleased on this occa-
sion that my trusty Sunbeam Ra-
pier was back on the road, after
recovering from a blown head gas-
ket and assorted other ills.
Promptly on time, Bob gave us our
instructions. We were all told to
Arunodo to
pluck an envelope from a basket,
Aruno back
to a destination somewhere in Vic-
toria. We were informed that locals
would have no problem finding the
destination, or the fastest route to
it. And so began the great race that
had wus | ooking f
Shopso in
Victoria including the Harbour Air
Terminal, China Town, Mount Tol-
mie, Broadmead Shopping Centre,
Commerce Circle, Thetis Lake, and
Florence Lake. Luckily, the
weather was most favourable for
driving on Sunday!

The navigators (or drivers) were
kept quite busy at each location
finding the Tack Shop, remember-
ing to ask for a tack, putting the
tack on a card (once we actually
got the card), and not getting stuck
by the pin in the process. What we
found most helpful as we ap-
proached a destination was to look
for the other participants as a faster
way of finding these tack shops.
This was most useful when my
navigator and | were going around
and around on Commerce Circle.
We also learned some interesting
bits of trivia like the cost of one half
a B.B.Q. duck at Don Mees, which
day Café Mexigo is closed, and
that India Gold Bars are to be
found in the bushes of Thetis Lake!
Actually, 1 was so busy driving
most of the ti me
even knew what my navigator was
doing at each stop. Drivers were
required to pass a driving test at
one stop, which included a request
to Astop on a di
there to understand this one!).
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