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 Car season is now ripping along and 
our branches have some great events 
planned for our members. One event, The 
Restoration Fair in Sannich has already 
taken place. I went to it along with a few 
other Vancouver/Coast branch members 
and we really enjoyed it. Thanks to the 
South Island Branch members for doing 
such a good job. Lets hope it grows.  
 To all our members...Get out support 
and enjoy the events some of our hard 
working members have planned for you.  
 The Vancouver All British Field Meet 
was held this past Victoria Day weekend 
and it was incredible. I am told there were 
six hundred forty seven entries and they 
then cut off the entries. Every where you 
looked there were great examples of the 
vehicles we love so much. Two very rare 
pre war cars stand out for me. One was a 
Lagonda Rapide boat tailed roadster and 
the other was an Invicta S type low chassis.  
Both are magnificent cars which I have 
never seen in the flesh before and were all 
original unrestored examples. Wow, I am 
still thinking about what was to be seen at 
the Vancouver ABFM.  
 Messages from the Colonies - The last  
few editions of the Vancouver Coast 
Branch newsletter, The Roundabout editor 
Steve Hutchens ran some very interesting 
articles, actually in depth essays, about the 
demise of the British motor trade. These 
were written by scholars who dissected and 
analyzed the very strong niche market the 
British sports cars had and how it was lost. 
What happened with the sports cars is ac-
tually what happened to the rest of British 
trade.  
 They seemed to stumble along with 
some very good things and tripped up on 
some very poor things. However, there was 
one constant that helped to direct them in 
the right direction and that was messages 
from the colonies. The input from the deal-
ers, primarily in North America , helped to 
keep the British motor trade strong and 
healthy. For example, it was Fred Deeley in 
the very early thirties who told Herbert Aus-

tin that his small inexpensive mass pro-
duced cars would sell here. Austin then 
built cars to Canadian specifications and 
Fred Deeely was quite successful at selling 
them. That can be looked upon as the first 
example of a mass production British car 
having success building a purpose type for 
North America.  
 There are other good stories of how 
input from North America helped out such 
as Jayôs Automotive in Vancouver suggest-
ing to the Rover factory to put breathers on 
the new I.R.S. so that they wouldnôt keep 
blowing oil seals. One of the most notable 
stories was to do with the new 850cc Austin 
Mini. The northern California BMC dealer 
was so disgusted with the performance of 
this weak little thing he demanded that the 
BMC manager for the US come out for a 
demonstration drive. The little car couldnôt 
make it up some of the hills in San Fran-
cisco and couldnôt get up to speed fast 
enough to merge with traffic on the high-
way. This was a car that was supposed to 
compete with Volkswagen but wasnôt even 
as fast as one. A few years later the Mini 
1000 came out and sales wise was quite a 

success. Didnôt they go through this non-
sense with the Morris Minor a decade ear-
lier? 
 One of my favorite stories about dealer 
input was to do with the new Jaguar E type. 
In order to service the rear bakes the rear 
suspension had to be dropped from the 
body. This is because the calipers went in 
the suspension cross member from the top 
for the new inboard brake system. The 
cross member was bolted up under the rear 
floor. As you can imagine this took quite a 
lot of time and expense for a regular opera-
tion. Some of the North American dealers 
simply cut a couple of holes in the rear floor 
above the brakes, serviced them and then 
welded up the holes. The Jaguar factory 
caught on and provided removable panels 
for ease of service.  
 OECC website, historic British motor-
ing in BC page update. I found a very good 
article from a 1951 issue of Western Busi-
ness and Commerce about the history of 
Fred Deeley plus some pictures of him and 
his son Fred Deeley Jr and his son Trev 
Deeley.  Please check it out.  

Servicing rear brakes according to Jaguar.  Really? 

From the Editor  



The 2009 Vancouver All British Field Meet  
Automotive Splendor in vanDuusen Botanical Gardens 

Photos by Walter Reynolds 

The Post ABFM Garden Party was at Alan and Mary Lou Miles Home 

Modified cars on display included this well crafted Morris Minor PU 
and a beautiful little Morris 8 

A good display of British Bikes included this original invalids chair 
powered by a villiars engine 

Three Morgan Trikes helped to celebrate 100 years of Morgan 5 Drophead Coupes were part of the massive display of Morgans 

1932 Invicta S Type Low Chassis, 4.5 L 6 Cyl Lagonda Rapide, Standard Avon, and Aston Marin coupe No. 1 


