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 Car season is now ripping along and 
our branches have some great events 
planned for our members. One event, The 
Restoration Fair in Sannich has already 
taken place. I went to it along with a few 
other Vancouver/Coast branch members 
and we really enjoyed it. Thanks to the 
South Island Branch members for doing 
such a good job. Lets hope it grows.  
 To all our members...Get out support 
and enjoy the events some of our hard 
working members have planned for you.  
 The Vancouver All British Field Meet 
was held this past Victoria Day weekend 
and it was incredible. I am told there were 
six hundred forty seven entries and they 
then cut off the entries. Every where you 
looked there were great examples of the 
vehicles we love so much. Two very rare 
pre war cars stand out for me. One was a 
Lagonda Rapide boat tailed roadster and 
the other was an Invicta S type low chassis.  
Both are magnificent cars which I have 
never seen in the flesh before and were all 
original unrestored examples. Wow, I am 
still thinking about what was to be seen at 
the Vancouver ABFM.  
 Messages from the Colonies - The last  
few editions of the Vancouver Coast 
Branch newsletter, The Roundabout editor 
Steve Hutchens ran some very interesting 
articles, actually in depth essays, about the 
demise of the British motor trade. These 
were written by scholars who dissected and 
analyzed the very strong niche market the 
British sports cars had and how it was lost. 
What happened with the sports cars is ac-
tually what happened to the rest of British 
trade.  
 They seemed to stumble along with 
some very good things and tripped up on 
some very poor things. However, there was 
one constant that helped to direct them in 
the right direction and that was messages 
from the colonies. The input from the deal-
ers, primarily in North America , helped to 
keep the British motor trade strong and 
healthy. For example, it was Fred Deeley in 
the very early thirties who told Herbert Aus-

tin that his small inexpensive mass pro-
duced cars would sell here. Austin then 
built cars to Canadian specifications and 
Fred Deeely was quite successful at selling 
them. That can be looked upon as the first 
example of a mass production British car 
having success building a purpose type for 
North America.  
 There are other good stories of how 
input from North America helped out such 
as Jayôs Automotive in Vancouver suggest-
ing to the Rover factory to put breathers on 
the new I.R.S. so that they wouldnôt keep 
blowing oil seals. One of the most notable 
stories was to do with the new 850cc Austin 
Mini. The northern California BMC dealer 
was so disgusted with the performance of 
this weak little thing he demanded that the 
BMC manager for the US come out for a 
demonstration drive. The little car couldnôt 
make it up some of the hills in San Fran-
cisco and couldnôt get up to speed fast 
enough to merge with traffic on the high-
way. This was a car that was supposed to 
compete with Volkswagen but wasnôt even 
as fast as one. A few years later the Mini 
1000 came out and sales wise was quite a 

success. Didnôt they go through this non-
sense with the Morris Minor a decade ear-
lier? 
 One of my favorite stories about dealer 
input was to do with the new Jaguar E type. 
In order to service the rear bakes the rear 
suspension had to be dropped from the 
body. This is because the calipers went in 
the suspension cross member from the top 
for the new inboard brake system. The 
cross member was bolted up under the rear 
floor. As you can imagine this took quite a 
lot of time and expense for a regular opera-
tion. Some of the North American dealers 
simply cut a couple of holes in the rear floor 
above the brakes, serviced them and then 
welded up the holes. The Jaguar factory 
caught on and provided removable panels 
for ease of service.  
 OECC website, historic British motor-
ing in BC page update. I found a very good 
article from a 1951 issue of Western Busi-
ness and Commerce about the history of 
Fred Deeley plus some pictures of him and 
his son Fred Deeley Jr and his son Trev 
Deeley.  Please check it out.  

Servicing rear brakes according to Jaguar.  Really? 

From the Editor  



The 2009 Vancouver All British Field Meet  
Automotive Splendor in vanDuusen Botanical Gardens 

Photos by Walter Reynolds 

The Post ABFM Garden Party was at Alan and Mary Lou Miles Home 

Modified cars on display included this well crafted Morris Minor PU 
and a beautiful little Morris 8 

A good display of British Bikes included this original invalids chair 
powered by a villiars engine 

Three Morgan Trikes helped to celebrate 100 years of Morgan 5 Drophead Coupes were part of the massive display of Morgans 

1932 Invicta S Type Low Chassis, 4.5 L 6 Cyl Lagonda Rapide, Standard Avon, and Aston Marin coupe No. 1 



South Island Branch Report 

Mad March Hare RunðBy John Beresford 
According to Wikipedia, to be as "mad as a 
March hare is an English idiomatic phrase 
derived from the observed antics, said to oc-
cur only in the March breeding season of the 
Hare. The phrase is an allusion that can be 
used to refer to any other animal or human 
who behaves in the excitable and unpredict-
able manner of a March hare". 
While none of the participants of the March 
Run were actually seen to emulate mad 
March hares, some were dressed as only a 
mad hare might. This apparent madness was 
caused by a desire to win the most outlandish 
T-shirt competition, which was an added fea-
ture of the run. But more of that later. 
The afternoon began at the customary West-
ern Communities starting point, the Juan de 
Fuca Library parking lot. The usual diverse 
range of vehicles were on hand, ranging from 
Bedford to Bentley. In fact, the only two near-
duplicates were a pair of red Austin Healeys. 
All told, thirteen cars and assorted occupants 
were ready to venture up the Malahat. 
Tour leader Brian Bishop handed out no less 
that three large scale maps, with directions 
quite clearly marked. This of course did not 
prevent some teams from venturing off the 
designated route from time to time. 
The run was quite uneventful, with no mad 
antics being observed behind the old English 
steering wheels.It was also an interesting time 
to drive the backroads of the Cowichan Valley, 
as the lack of leaves on the trees allows 
peeks into yards and gardens where all sorts 
of interesting garages, sheds and barns can 
be seen. Who knows what may lie within? 
Most participants, except those tempted by 
the Merridale Cidery, arrived at the Shipyard 
Pub on time. We were seated in the upstairs 
area, where food and drink was soon on the 
table, though not quite soon enough for our 
tour organizer, who feared the beer barrel 
may have run out before his order had been 
filled. 
The upstairs room also provided a suitably 
semi-private area for some of the more 
risquãÉ T-shirts to be displayed. Popularity 
was gauged by the applause from the group, 
the loudest of which seemed to be for the 
more politically incorrect attire. 
Overall winner was ex-policeman Roger Bar-
rie, closely followed by Trevor Parker, who 
was not quite brave enough to actually wear 
his "Adolf Hitler European Tour" garment. Bob 
Tibbo's effort was admired, though it may 
have displayed a bit too much skin for the 
refined taste of some of the ladies. Deirdre 
Beresford was found to be in possession of 
the oldest ECAIP t-shirt. 

Brian and Sylvia distributed the prizes and 
with that the group headed for home. At least 
a couple of cars took the Mill Bay Ferry across 
the water, a relaxing way to end the day. 

Thanks to the Bishops and to those who par-
ticipated in the run, all of whom appeared to 
resist the temptation to behave as Mad March 
Hares. 



Restoration FairðBy Robert Atkins 
The sunny weather brought the crowds out for our 4th 
annual Restoration Fair and Swap Meet at Heritage 
Acres making this the best attended "Resto" date. 
Over seven hundred visitors paid at the gate with 
around fifty more bringing either a car for sale or host-
ing a booth or table. In total we had fifteen cars for sale 
with at least two being sold. The Dynamo classifieds 
section carries adverts for some of these unsold clas-
sics. 
We lost count of the English cars coming and going 
through the day but it is clear that well over one hun-
dred and twenty visited the Fair not counting those 
which for some strange reason remained in the general 
parking area. 
The event had excellent support from local specialist 
clubs and The Victoria MG Club, Victoria Minis and the 
Jaguar Car Club of Victoria all brought their club tents 
and put on marque displays. The Vancouver Coast 
Branch supported the Fair very well with eleven mem-
bers making the trip over. Steve Diggins brought his 
recently completed Austin A90 resplendent in two-tone 
green ā ³ an appropriate colour scheme for the prevail-
ing eco-fashion. The South Island Branch table at-
tracted three new members and sold regalia.   
Trade support was strong with tables from the follow-
ing: Al Pedersen Books, BCAA, The British Car Shop, 
Coventry Woodworks, Double S Exhausts, Elec-
troShine, Heywood Motors (from Vancouver), JB 
Group, Shiney Car Products and Strutwise. 
Many keen members of the SIB helped on the day to 
make the event run smoothly. This broad involvement 
was very much appreciated and helped enormously in 
the Fairā ¹s success. 
 The approximate net revenue after all expenses was 
$1,300. 

South Island Branch Report 



Comox Branch Report 

.SPRING TIME WITH THE COMOX VALLEY 
OECC BRANCH 
Our group got together for a Chinese feast to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year at Frank de 
Carloôs place on Bobbie Burns night {January 
25th} it was a great evening when many of us 
told stories about our cars and why we love 
them so, even thou most of them were tucked 
up for the winter. 
February saw us on a run put together by 
David Whitworth, to the Griffin Pub in which 
many of us talked about the projects that we 
were doing on our cars.  David Whitworth was 
complaining how cold it was in his garage as 
he is trying to prepare his new acquisition,-  a 
1969 2+2 E type that had been a bit neglected 
under the hood and was taking more time 
then expected. 
March and many of our cars are back on the 
road.  We joined the Campbell River group for 
a Garage tour and saw some beautiful cars 
and ended up at a Pub Lunch at Salmon Point 
on the 8th of March.   We were back up to 
Campbell River for the annual Miles Per Ton 
Rally that Dennis Broad put together March 
22nd.  We even got our picture in the local 
paper!  I thought I should have won as we 

only used 1 ½ liters of fuel but they said the 
Lotus could not possible have run THAT effi-
ciently ï Ron Ventner won in his Bently, so we 
went from the lightest car to the heaviest car! 

One of the events planned for April, a Car 
Show supporting the Therapeutic Riding 
Group was rained out Easter weekend which 
was unfortunate.  But 15 cars joined the run 



that was organized down to Coombs to Larryôs 
Toy Box on the 26th of April.  This is a fellow 
who prepares beautiful cars and demon-
strated to all of us how to work an English 
Wheel.  The day was warmer and sunny 
which was a great feeling after all the cold 
days we have had.  It was a great run down 
the old highway, with Steve Watkins leading 
us in his little yellow Austin Healey Sprite and 
Ron Ventnerôs Bentley near the end and mak-
ing all the sports cars look like toys. 
May always starts with a gathering of all car 
enthusiasts here in the Valley- The Valley 
Vintage Wheels, the Classic Cruisers and the 
OECC gather for a Swap and Shop, and Car 
Show on the first Sunday of the Month, it is a 
good thing that we all have this weekend to 
check out the great number of great cars we 
have in the Valley, many people have British 
and Vintage or Classic cars and the exchange 
of information is helpful. 
At our monthly meetings which we are holding 
free of charge in the Elks Hall in Courtenay 
every 3rd Tues of the month.   We have been 
having great tech talks.  And it is hoped that 
the info on oils, SU Carbs, spring prep, will 
encourage confidence in our members to work 
on their cars themselves.  May 24th will see us 
at Frank de Carloôs for a ñtech dayò  when 
members are encouraged to bring their car 
see how their Carbôs are functioning and a 
general information sharing day with a BBQ 
thrown in! 
Our main energy is going towards our ALL 
BRITISH MEET AT THE FILBERG, we have 
the wine made, the Park booked and we have 
chosen the feature car for the year which is 
one of our newer members, Brian and Cathy 
Willsôs  beautiful mini.  So we look forward to 
seeing you all on August 16 at the Filberg! 


