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 Exciting Opportunities for OECC 
By Steve Hutchens, President 
I take the reins of OECC with both apprehen-
sion and anticipation: apprehension because 
Wayne Peddieôs shoes are a lot to fill; antici-
pation because I really enjoy OECC. I joined 
OECC in November 2000 because I enjoyed 
the variety of old English cars and, even more 
important, the members of OECC. While Iôm a 
relative newcomer compared to some of my 
friends, I appreciate OECC as a group with 
which I genuinely enjoy sharing time. Iôm hon-
oured to be the new president. 
OECCôs mission is the preservation, restora-
tion, and enjoyment of English vehicles. Over 
the last four or five years, probably dating to 
my 2005 involvement in Brits óRound BC, Iôve 
developed an appreciation for what OECC is 
and a vision of our opportunities as we share 
our enthusiasm for old English cars. Please 
indulge me a bit as I explore some of these 
opportunities. 
Opportunity 1: More English car enthusiasts. 
We know that significant numbers of baby 
boomers are nearing retirement. Research 
shows that people who have an interest in 
cars as they near retirement tend to focus on 
the cars they enjoyed in their teens and twen-
ties. Baby boomers grew up in the ó60s and 
early ó70s so many were exposed to British 
cars. Some of them will be looking for these 
cars again. Others have had their favourite 
cars stashed in their garages for years. Some 
boomers will be looking for support in the 
hobby and have an interest in car clubs and 
interesting ñcar peopleò to socialize with. 
OECC has an opportunity to add them to our 
fold and pursue our mission. More old English 
car owners involved in the hobby means more 
enjoyment for all of us. 
How can we better meet the needs of newly 
minted English car enthusiasts in our present 
environment? It might be interesting to explore 
how far potential members are willing to drive 
to participate in an OECC branch. In some 
instances there may be opportunities to estab-
lish new branches where populations of suffi-
cient size exist. 
Opportunity 2: Wearing classy regalia. When 
we wear OECC regalia we are displaying our 
pride as OECC members. When I observed 
that members of other clubs I belong to wear 
more club regalia, I soon realized that it was 

because the clubs maintained an inventory of 
garments with the club logo embroidered on 
them and make them available at major 
events and by mail. 
The OECC Executive started a regalia pro-
gram at our last meeting. The first test of it, at 
ECAIP, was quite successful considering that 
we had neither sales table nor sales proce-
dure in place. We sold about $350 of shirts 
just by showing them to a very few people. A 
club-wide regalia program with an inventory of 
reasonably-priced, popular items will help us 
express our pride in OECC, boost our commit-
ment to the club, and show our enthusiasm to 
prospective members. A catalog will soon be 
available on our website. Take a look at what 
is available and wear our club colours! 
Opportunity 3: Your suggestions are invited! 
Suggestions from members are important to 
help OECC cater even better to our interests. 

Send me a suggestion and you will be in-
cluded in a regalia drawing at the next AGM. 
The bottom line of OECCôs future: We are 
either dynamic or not. With numerous oppor-
tunities to advance our OECC mission, we 
can build on our success and keep the fun 
rolling. 
Look for me to show up at a meeting or event 
with your branch during the coming year to get 
acquainted, and watch for the Presidentôs 
Column in the Spanner and your branch 
newsletter. Working together, this can be 
really exciting!  
Contact information: 
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If you were a British car enthusiast back in the 
sixties around the Vancouver area you might 
have heard stories about brand new cars be-
ing dumped in the Strait of Georgia. The story 
I heard was about Triumph Mayflowers al-
though I also heard that other types had been 
dumped as well. This happened in the early 
fifties. 
Here is how the story went. The first shipment 
of Mayflowers arrived on the west coast via 
the Panama Canal. They off loaded at ports 
up the coast probably starting with San Diego 
then going to San Francisco, Portland, Seat-
tle, then to Victoria and ending in Vancouver. 
All the dealers along the coast got their allot-
ment. 
Not too long after that a second shipment of 
Mayflowers arrived on the west coast. When 
they put into San Diego the dealers wouldnôt 
accept anymore because they were having a 
tough time selling the first batch. This carried 
on all the way up the coast and when the ship 
arrived in Vancouver there were over four 
hundred of the little cars still on board. Well, 
what to do? Iôm sure the factory was con-
tacted and the order was given to dump them 
as there was no sense in bringing them back.  
Apparently Mayflowers werenôt the only cars 
to be dumped. I also heard that a few dozen 
Austin Atlantics were tossed overboard. It 
seems Atlantics that were not wanted on the 
east coast were taken back to the factory and 
stripped of their drive trains to be used in the 
new Healey 100/4ôs. However, the unwanted 
Atlantics on the west coast had a different 
ending. These photographs show Austin A40 
Somersets being dumped. I have heard about 
other types of cars being dumped as well so it 

wouldnôt surprise me if some Hillmans, Van-
guards and others met the same fate.  
I found these photos at the Vancouver Public 
Library Special Collections Department. I was 
looking for another picture and decided to go 
through the rest of the photo album. It was 
when I saw the A40ôs on a barge and then 
being pushed off the barge.  I immediately 
knew what this was all about. I ordered these 
photos for our club and when I picked them up 
the head archivist asked me what they were 
all about so I filled in the story. 
There are two other aspects to this story. First 
off, cars were in big demand just after the war 
and the domestic makers were playing catch 

up with the North American market. People on 
the west coast had to order one and then wait 
or they could get a British sedan right away. 
By the early fifties domestic production had 
caught up with domestic demand and you 
could get that beautiful new Canadian built 
Chevy, Ford or other North American make 
right away. The small under powered British 
sedans became less popular and far less 
salable. This aspect of British car history 
which happened in our waters could have sent 
a serious message to the car makers in Eng-
land to concentrate on sports car production 

for future export business. S.D.  

Photographic proof found of an urban legend! 
Photo CreditsðVancouver Public Library, Special Collections 



South Island Branch Report 

May Flower Run 
Who would have thought it was possible to find some 20 

flower-named streets in a fairly small area of Victoria? 

Roger and Valerie Barrie, organizers of the May run did 

just that, and arranged a challenging run for fellow club 

members on ͖May 24. 

The afternoon began at the Juan de Fuca Library parking 

lot where some 14, nearly all different, old English vehi-

cles and their crews assembled. MG was the most com-

mon marque, with a TD, two B roadsters and a GT on 

hand. A couple of Jaguars were in company with two 

Triumphs, and single examples of Austin, Bedford, Land 

Rover, Mini, Morris, Sunbeam and Vanguard. No doubt 

the perfect weather encouraged members to enjoy the 

sunshine.  

The route took us through View Royal and into Esquimalt 

via Lyall and Head Streets. Then it was downtown onto 

Wharf and Douglas into Beacon Hill Park. From there we 

ventured into Fairfield, all the while attempting to identify 

flower related questions posed on the route instructions. 

Do you know what a ñbryophyteò is? Those who didnôt 

would have missed the turn onto Moss Street. 

Then up Shelbourne and onto Mackenzie and eventually 

to Marigold, where flower-named streets proliferate, in-

cluding Violet, Daisy, Daffodil, Gladiola and several more. 

The run concluded at the Knockanback Grille, where all 

the participants were happy to relax with a cool beverage, 

and to take advantage of the two-for-one appys. 

After much scrutinizing of scores, Nicky and Geoff Cramb 

were declared the winners, closely followed by the ever 

competitive Team Spritely (who should actually change 

their name to Team Rapier, both for their wits and their 

motor vehicle on this occasion). 

Thanks to all who participated and especially to Valerie 

and Roger who used a lot of imagination to put on a chal-

lenging (and educational) run for the month of May. 


