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 Our South Island Branch members sure know 
how to host a weekend event. This year our 
clubôs Annual General Meeting was combined 
with ECAIP (English Car Affair In the Park) at 
Fort Rodd Hill. I was over on the Saturday for 
the AGM and the Mini Monte, a low key rally 
around some of the finest back roads and old 
neighbourhoods of Victoria. This ended up at 
the Uplands Golf Course for the banquet 
which was first class. I will have more about 
this event in the next Spanner. 
 Another of our branches which puts 
on a good weekend event is the North Island 
group. They host their annual event in mid 
August with a car show at Filberg Park. Next 
year they will also host the AGM on the same 
weekend. I look forward to attending their 
weekend event because I have heard a lot of 
good things about it but have yet to get there. 
 I am proud to say that some of the 
finest British car events in the Pacific North-
west are put on by our club. If you have never 
been to one of these premier club events then 
you should make plans to do so. They are 
time and money well spent. 
 Our club has two major annual 
awards which are presented at the banquet 
after the AGM. They are the OXO Award 
which recognizes dedication to the club and 
the Montagu of Beaulieu Award which recog-
nizes dedication to the hobby. These two 
prestigious awards were presented to Larry 
Hildreth, for the OXO Award and the Montagu 
of Beaulieu Award was presented to Ken and 
Adele Hedges. Congratulations to all of you. 
 Messages from the Colonies, part 
two. There have been a few instances in 
which direction from this side of the pond has 
had a significant effect on a car maker on the 
other side of the pond. Significant enough to 
make them change direction, stay in business 
and become very successful.  
 I can not think of a good British ex-
ample other than Carroll Shelby deciding to 
put V-8ôs into the beautiful AC roadsters. At 
the time AC was close to being finished with a 
expensive and obsolete sports car. Carrol 
brought them back to life and prosperity.  
 Ferrari had a life saving moment in 
the very early fifties when Luigi Chinetti, an 
American Italian, talked Enzo Ferrari into mak-
ing GT cars for the road. Enzo didnôt want to 
make road cars, he was only interested in 
racing cars, however, he did need money to 

carry on. Ferrari started to make road cars 
many of which were sold by Chinetti to rich 
Americans. Ferrari has prospered but could 
have easily gone the way of so many other 
builders who concentrated only on race cars. 
 When BMW brought out the beauti-
ful little 1500 sedan in the early sixties it was 
their New York dealer who talked them into 
putting the two litre engine in from a larger 
sedan. In the late sixties the 2002 model ap-
peared and BMW had a road burning champi-
onship winning car on itôs hands. They havenôt 
looked back since. 
 Messages from the colonies are 
considered so important that many companies 
have their design facilities in North America. 
Companies such as Jaguar have a New Prod-
uct Advisory Board which is made up of select 
dealership managers primarily from North 
America. This óBoardô is privey to new devel-
opments and  meet to give their input. Their 
role is to give advice only, they make no deci-
sions. The decisions are made by senior ex-
ecutives on the Board of Directors. 
 About the Spanner - I would like to 
thank all who contribute to our club magazine 
and help to make it an interesting read. I am 
sure most would agree this is a required as-
pect which helps to promote the club and our 
great hobby. One of our main contributors 
from the Vancouver Coast Branch, Walter 
Reynolds is stepping aside and letting Les 
Foster take over with the branch reports. So, 
many thanks to Walter for what he has done. 
Walter is now going to do member profiles for 
the branch newsletter, the Roundabout. 
A ripping good story - but true: 
 Back in the late sixties at a time 

when Jaguar still had a Canadian head office 
for business in this country one of the Jaguar 
executives came out to Vancouver for a visit. 
While here he decided to jump into a pre-
owned E type and see a little more of the 
province. 
 As he was touring up country the 
clutch began to slip. He immediately located 
the nearest official Jaguar service garage and 
let them know what the problem  was. As this 
was a big job, about eight hours with the en-
gine having to come out he told the service 
manager that he would book into a hotel and 
comeback the next day. The service manager 
who didnôt know who this gentleman was told 
him to have a seat and the car would be ready 
in a couple of hours. 
 The Jaguar executive couldnôt be-
lieve what he was hearing and questioned the 
manager about it. The manager was adamant 
and suggested he take a seat. So the Jaguar 
executive took a seat and decided to see how 
this would play out. Sure enough after a cou-
ple of hours the manager said the car was 
ready. The executive asked if the clutch was 
actually changed in this short amount of time 
to which the answer was yes. 
 The executive then told the man-
ager he worked for Jaguar and knew that was 
an eight hour job. He then asked how it was 
done. The manager said it was quite easy. 
They didnôt take the engine out. They cut out 
the floor and transmission hump. Then took 
the transmission off, replaced the clutch, put 
the transmission back on and welded the floor 
back in. 

The club is assembling an excellent collection on our website (www.oecc.ca) of historic photos of 
British Vehicles in British Columbia. There are pre-war and post war cars as well as trucks.  The 
collection is being expanded so check back regularly. 



 Scuttle-Butt 
January has arrived and some English 

cars are safely garaged to avoid the elements. 
OECC, however, isnôt dormant. The vibrancy of 
this Club is at work with several initiatives and 
some big events that you might like to put on 
your calendar. Now is time to get your cars 
ready to exercise both cars and spirits with the 
upcoming activities! 

BRBC IV: Event-wise, 2010 is the year of 
Brits óRound BC IV, a tour guaranteed to whet 
your appetite for motoring adventure. Rob and 
Elaine Brodie of the South Island Branch, 
wagonmasters this year, have set the dates 
(June 24-July 4) and are planning an exciting 
week. The route starts in Victoria, then includes 
overnights in Comox, Harrison Hot Springs, 
Kamloops (two nights), Williams Lake, Prince 
George, Valemount (two nights), Merritt, and 
Hope. Weôll have a scenic loop tour the day 
weôre in Kamloops (Salmon Arm, Sicamous, 
and Armstrong). There will be a Show ón Shine 
in Williams Lake. Weôll enjoy Canada Day fes-
tivities in Valemount (BRBC III participants in 
2008 know that stays in small towns can be big 
fun from their experience in McBride). Picnics 
will be the fare at noon on several days, and 
BBQs will celebrate several evenings. BRBC 
will host events in Comox, Prince George, and 
Kamloops. Do it all or a part of the tour thatôs 
convenient for you. Plan your summer holiday 
now! 
OECCôs AGM:, Our AGM will be in con-

junction with the All British Meet at Filberg 
(August 14 & 15) and promises to be new, 

fresh, and fun. The Comox Valley Branch is 
hard at work on activities, all with your budget 
in mind.  

More events: Several big events on the 
Island celebrate our English cars and promise 
lots of fun: the Restoration Fair (April 25), Brits 
on the Beach (July 18), and ECAIP 
(September 12). The VanDusen ABFM (May 
22) will include a post-event gathering hosted 
by the Vancouver Coast Branch. Special guests 
will be English car enthusiasts from Calgary. All 
members of OECC are invited, so look for more 
information as VanDusen draws near. 

oecc gear box: You know we sell club 
regalia and now the program has a name: 
OECC Gear Box. Soon we will have a brochure 
available and youôll be able to buy shirts, 
badges and such at your Branch meetings or 
by ordering from the OECC Regalia Officer. We 
know youôll enjoy wearing the OECC logo to 
display your Club enthusiasm. Long sleeve 
denim shirts have been especially popular this 
season ($35). The Gear Box also stocks golf 
shirts (blue or white, $25), T-shirts (blue or 
heather grey, $12, and caps ($12). See your 
Branch regalia contact for assistance at your 
next meeting! 
Beaulieu: Six couples have expressed a tenta-
tive interest in the Beaulieu Autojumble 
(September 10 & 11) in the UK. Mike Coe, a 
member of the South Island Branch who lives in 
Calgary, has offered to see what he can turn in 
terms of flights and accomodations. Iôve started 
an email list to keep those who have replied 
posted on developments. Contact me if you 

wish to be added to the list. You can express 
interest without making a commitment When 
Valerie Barrie called with an invitation to the 
South Island Branch Christmas Dinner, there 
was only one answer, ñYes!ò Thank you, South 
Islanders! The dinner was great and the cama-
raderie first rate. Every visit to your Branch I 
meet a few more members and I count this as 
one of the real pleasures of being your Club 
President. 
       Now that January has arrived, some Eng-
lish cars are safely garaged to avoid the ele-
ments. SIB monthly runs, however, allow you to 
exercise both cars and spirits. If these runs 
whet your appetite for more motoring adven-
ture, consider Brits óRound BC 2010, June 25-
July 5. Rob and Elaine Brodie, wagonmasters 
this year, are putting together a great event. 
       The Islandôs big events (Restoration Fair in 
April, Brits on the Beach in July, Filberg Park All 
British in August, and ECAIP in September) not 
only are drawing more Island participants but 
an increasing number from the Vancouver 
Branch as well. This will be especially true at 
Filberg since it is paired with the 2010 AGM. 
The VanDusen ABFM, May 22, will include a 
Vancouver Branch post-event gathering with 
English car enthusiasts from Calgary. All mem-
bers of OECC are invited, so look for more 
information as VanDusen draws near. 
       As we grow in the awareness that our six 
Branches are one large Club of English car 
enthusiasts, the richness of being a member of 
the Old English Car Club can only be en-

hanced. I hope to see you on the road! 

Message from the PresidentñSteve Hutchens 

Central Island Branch ReportðNorm Hal CIB Chairman 

The annual General Meeting of th Central 
Island Branch was held on November 17, 
2009. While ther was no change in the 
Elected Positions, two new persons were 
appointed to cover the resignations. 
The Elected Directors were: 
        Bill Grace- Treasurer 
        Mike Bull - Membership Registrar 
        Norman Hall - Chairman 
        Al Thompson - Past Chairman  
The appointed positions were: 
        Candy Francis - Events Co-ordinator 
        Jim Gislason - Beano Editor (**) 
        Geoff Francis - Website 
        Peggie Badger - Roster Keeper (**) 
    ** new to position 
Looks to me, like a very good crew to work 
with. 
We had another successful season of touring. 
What a wonderful year it was. The weather 
was perfect for touring. All the cars ran rea-

sonably well, only a couple of trips on/in big 
trucks. 
Since last reporting on our activities, we have 
had a number of very successful tours. 

 A fun "Poker Run" was held by Malcolm 
and Janet Hargrave who did a great job 
showing us the south side of Nanaimo. 

 A "See Nanoose" run together with a 

"backyard" picnic was held by Ken and 
Adele Hedges, which turned into a whole 
day of fun. 

We hope that the coming year is just as fun 
filled as this year. Remember that "Brits 
Around BC" will be happening this coming 
summer, make a big X on your calendar for 
this really fun filled event. 

The 2010 Executive 



Friday Evening Barbeque 

In response to a call to welcome our out

-of-town participants to the ECAIP Weekend, 

Pat and Derrick Sparks kindly offered to host 

a pot-luck barbeque at their home. More than 

30 people took up this generous offer and a 

variety of cooks worked the barbeque and all 

enjoyed the great spread of food. The 

neighbourhood was enhanced by the im-

promptu car show too! As Pat remarked, it 

was well worth cutting their holiday short; ñIt 

was a great start to a fantastic weekendò.  

Old English Car Club AGM 

The Schoolhouse at Heritage Acres was 

actually full when President Wayne Peddie called 

the meeting to order. Perhaps the coffee and 

doughnuts had something to do with that. A sum-

mary of the AGM appears on page 7. 

The meeting concluded just after 3:00pm, 

by which time the schoolhouse was surrounded 

by English vehicles, their owners and passengers 

ready for the next activity of the weekend. 

 Saturday Afternoon Run 

Once again, Peter and Daphne Lee rose 

to the occasion and designed a run (and a 

challenging quiz to accompany it) that proved 

to be well received by both visitors and South 

Island club members. The route began at 

Heritage Acres and followed lesser-used 

roads (on this hot afternoon, ñall the lovely 

shady onesò , according to one of the partici-

pants) to eventually arrive at the Uplands Golf 

Club. Along the way, a stop was made at the 

summit of Mount Tolmie, to allow both visitors 

and locals to admire the view. 

Saturday Evening Social 

The choice of the Uplands Golf Club, by 

Daphne Lee, proved to be an excellent one. 

Ample space was available in the lounge and 

outside decks for socializing prior to the din-

ner. The cocktail hour provided ample time to 

admire the various costumes of the partici-

pants in the óDress to the Ninesô competition. 

Male efforts ranged from a member equipped 

with two nine irons to those attired in tuxedos. 

One striking costume included immaculate 

workshop coveralls (with matching green 

OECC cap) enhanced by a crimson cummer-

South Island BranchñAnnual General Meeting 

Dave & Gloria Pollard, Saturday night AGM 
dinner  

Start of the Saturday afternoon rally  



bund. The women were not overshadowed by 

these efforts; from an elegantly dressed lady 

in a Land Rover (sporting a headscarf similar 

to that sometimes seen on a younger Queen 

Elizabeth) to Queen Victoria herself, a diverse 

range of finery was being modelled. 

The bar was being kept busy through-

out, but shortly after 6:00pm, master of cere-

monies (and ECAIP ó09 Chairman) Larry Hil-

dreth beckoned all to the dining room.  

Larry welcomed us to the eveningôs 

festivities, which included not only great food, 

but numerous door prizes and entertainment 

by the Celtic group óPaganô. Salad was 

served, followed by the main course. In the 

interval between dinner and dessert, OECC 

President Peddie made a number of awards 

on behalf of the Society.  

This yearôs deserving winners of the  

Montague of Beaulieu Award were Ken and 

Adèle Hedges, for their many and varied con-

tributions to the old English car hobby, per-

formed over several years. In particularly they 

were singled out for their work in organizing 

Brits óRound BC. The Link Award, presented 

by the host South Island Branch, went to 

Robert Atkins, for his nearly single-handed 

introduction and ongoing organization of the 

annual Restoration Fair. Larry Hildreth was 

awarded the OXO Cup, for his past contribu-

tions to the South Island Branch as Chairman 

and Society (as Board member) and particu-

larly for his service of Chair of the ECAIP Or-

ganizing Committee for the past two years. 

Following dessert, the costumed partici-

pants were requested to strut their stuff. Win-

ner of the best dressed couple were Pat and 

Derrick Sparks. The best female was Daphne 

Lee, as Queen Victoria and the Editor was 

judged the best male (probably because he 

was not wearing his customary jeans and 

ECAIP t-shirt). All were delighted to receive 

one of Valerieôs coveted gift baskets.  

 

Derrick & Pat Sparks, Saturday night AGM 
dinner  

Valerie & Roger Barrie, Saturday night AGM 

dinner 

Presentation of the Montague of Beaulieu  award, Saturday night AGM dinner ïWinners are Ken and Adele Hedges 


