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FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Here we are at the end of 2008 and what 
a great year it has been for the club and 
all our members. 
 
 Our AGM was hosted by the Central 
Island Branch who did a wonderful job 
and were great hosts. This was followed 
by the Brits Round BC Tour which was 
put on by Steve Hutchens. This very 
successful event connected all six of our 
branches throughout the province. The 
route was carefully planned to use the 
best roads through some magnificent 
scenery. We are very lucky to have 
members who know what it takes to do 
things right and are enthusiastic enough 
to put events together for our member-
ship. Our thanks go to all those who put 
on events throughout the province Well 
done!  
 
Meeting places - The Vancouver Coast 
Branch is always looking for places to 
hold meetings and it isnôt easy to find a 
location that can accommodate thirty or 
so people and hopefully be interesting 
plus free. However, something came to 
mind after seeing an item on TV about 
the Royal Canadian Legion and how they 
were having a tough time due to dwin-
dling membership. Every once in a while 
I visit a very interesting pub in Kitsilano 
called the Billy Bishop Pub and is part of 
the Legion hall there. I wondered if they 
would let us have a meeting there on a 
Tuesday night. I made some inquiries 
and was told we would be very welcome 
to have a meeting there. They would give 
us a portion of the pub called The Spitfire 
Room and there would be no charge. So 
we had our September meeting there 
with a very good turnout including new 
faces we hadnôt seen before and made 

good use of the bar. 
 
 The Billy Bishop is done up like a British 
pub with lots of interesting and historic 
items on the walls. So, in a way it is en-
tertaining plus educational which is the 
way I think all our Legions should be. 
They are an important part of our com-
munities and pay tribute to our great 
military heritage and most importantly the 
men and women of our country who 
have fought for our freedom and ideals. If 
you can find a way to include your local 
Legion in some way that would be a very 
good thing. 
 
And for those of you who donôt know Billy 
Bishop, he was the leading World War 
One British Empire fighter ace with sev-
enty two confirmed victories. This was in 
a time when there were no parachutes, 
you sat on a tank of aviation fuel and 
your plane was made of wood, canvas 
and wire. Five of the top ten British Em-
pire aces, all with over fifty kills, were 
Canadian and Billy Bishop was number 
one. 
 
Three stud wheels - I am collecting parts 
to restore my two Austin Tens, one 1932, 
the other 1937. If you see any three stud 
wheels please let me know. All three 
stud wheels are prewar Austin and they 
might be an eighteen inch wire wheel or 
a sixteen inch pressed steel wheel. Other 
sizes exist as well. Of the approximately 
two thousand prewar Austins sold in this 
province not much is left so if you see 
any parts laying around please keep me 
in mind. Lucas free standing head lights 
are also needed. PH 604-294-6031 
 

You have what in the barn? 
(part 1) 
The Vancouver Coast Branch had our 

July meeting at the Buck-N-Ear Pub in 
Steveston. We had a very good turn out 
and, quite a few (more than twenty) 
came early for dinner. I was one of those 
and after eating tried to pay with a hun-
dred dollar bill. The waitress said I would 
have to go to the bar and get change, 
which I did. I was wearing my club name 
tag with the words ñAustin Nutò under my 
name. As I talked to the bar tender, a 
young woman, she notices the tag and 
asks if I own an Austin to which I say 
yes. She says I should talk to her father 
because he has a barn full of them. 
ñReally?ò I say and ask how many he 
has. She says he has about thirty in 
there plus a few others like a couple of 
Triumphs. What types of Austins are 
they? They are mostly Minis of every 
type you can imagine plus some older 
ones, A40 she thought. I gave her one of 
our club cards to give to her father so he 
could get in touch with the club. 
 

You have what in the barn? 
(part 2) 
Coming back on the ferry from ECAIP, 
as we were about to dock I went down to 
the car deck to get in the Cambridge. 
There were a few people standing 
around it having a look which isnôt un-
usual but one younger guy was more 
interested than the rest and started ask-
ing a few questions. He then said that his 
family still had his grandmotherôs Austin 
which she bought new. It is sitting in the 
barn at their home close to Fort Langley. 
His grandmother had some type of job 
which had her living in parts of Africa and 
the far east., I think Kenya and Burma 
were mentioned. He said it was a 1953 
and looked like a station wagon. I asked 
if it was a Countryman and he said that 
sounds familiar. I gave him a club card 
with an invitation to the club. 



Since my last piece in the Spanner, our Cen-
tral Island Branch (CIB) membership has 
grown to a record 106 members. I could not 
have believed that there were so many Old 
English car owners and enthusiasts in the 
Central Island area ï but now we have proof. 
Itôs just great to have 15 or more cars on our 
runs, and a goodly crowd of 40 or more out to 
our monthly meetings.  
The October 21st meeting will be our branch 
AGM. We will elect a new executive ï includ-
ing someone to replace me as Chairman - to 
guide the CIB through 2009 and beyond. One 
thing Iôm sure of is that the fun that we enjoy 
in our branch will continue unabated. Speak-
ing of fun ï and that surely is one of the main 
reasons most of us join a club like ours ï we 
have had plenty of it through the 2008 sum-
mer season. Even the Society AGM in June 
(which we hosted here in Nanaimo) was fun! 
The Mini-Monte challenged all of us who took 
part, and then the Society AGM itself, and the 
fine dinner that followed, were most enjoyable. 
Some of the folks that were present are 

shown in the accompanying photo taken on 
the steps in the garden of the Nanaimo Ger-
man Club, which was the excellent site of the 
Society AGM this year. Many thanks go to our 
members Doug Bainbridge and Martyn Green, 
for doing all the planning and arranging of the 
AGM function, and to Malcolm Hargrave for 
the Mini Monte rally. 
Immediately following the AGM, no less than 
28 folks (14 cars) from our CIB joined on the 
Brits óRound BC 2008 tour. Most of us pretty 
much did the whole thing and had a grand 
time all the way. Even the delay caused by the 
rock-slide over Highway 16 at the foot of 
Mount Robson didnôt deter our spirits. On the 
contrary, the delay allowed us to sample the 
fine hospitality of the village of McBride, which 
we would not have otherwise had the opportu-
nity to do. 
We had barely got back from BRBC when it 
was time for our annual CIB-hosted show, 
Brits on the Beach, in Ladysmith. This year 
the weather was great and we had about 175 
old English cars, and 20 or so old English 

motorcycles on show. In addition to looking at 
all the cars, visitors also enjoyed listening to 
live 60ôs and 70ôs music provided by the Sofa 
Kings band. One unique feature of our annual 
show is that it is FREE ï so be sure to show 
up with your old English car next year folks!  
Quite apart from the memorable BRBC adven-
ture, we have also had some super shorter 
runs this season. In June we, in 16 cars, óranô 
up to Mount Washington and spent the better 
part of the day up there. As I have already 
mentioned, we were kept busy in July with 
BRBC and Brits on the Beach. Early in Au-
gust, we had a good showing of 12 cars in the 
annual Ladysmith Parade ï with two (yes 
thatôs TWO) London taxis, one leading and 
one in the rear.  Later in the month, we went 
up to join our North Island brethren at their 
annual show in Filberg Park, Comox, and still 
later, did a lovely run through the Cowichan 
Valley. In September Malcolm Hargrave (he of 
Mini-Monte fame), and his good wife Janet, 
led us ï in 15 or so cars ï on a Rally óRound 
the Lake (Lake Cowichan, that is); and then, 

Branch News ð Central Island Branch 

Participants in this years OECC of BC Annual General Meeting hosted by the Central Island Branch. 



later in the month, 7 of our cars took part in a 
very soggy Vancouver-Whistler All British Run 
(the accompanying photo shows the rather 
damp outlook that day). 
One of the practices we have adopted this 
year is that of relying on volunteer 
ñWagonmastersò for each of our runs. The 
wagonmaster is the idea person who thinks up 
an event, and then plans, organizes and leads 
the run, and, when itôs all over, provides an 
overview at our monthly meeting, plus a brief 
write-up for our newsletter, the Beano. It has 
been a most worthwhile and successful prac-
tice and one I am sure we will stick with. While 
on the subject of wagonmasters, I must take 
this opportunity to congratulate that Wagon-
master Extraordinaire, Steve Hutchens (yes, I 
know he is not of our branch, and therefore I 
should not really be writing about him here, in 
our CIB report, but I must) ï he did a truly 
magnificent job of planning, organizing, and 
guiding our 30-car, 60-person old English 
ówagon trainô through 10 days of Brits Around 
BC 2008.  What a guy! He can come up and 
wagonmaster one of our CIB runs anytime he 
wants! 
Iôd like to finish with a further comment on a 
matter I first wrote about in the March 2008 
issue of the Spanner. In that issue, I men-
tioned the sad loss our Branch had suffered in 
February when our member, good friend, and 
extreme old English car enthusiast Nigel Mug-
geridge passed away. Soon after Nigelôs 
death, our members agreed that we should 
spearhead a special project in memory of 
Nigel, and decided to follow up on a sugges-
tion that a memorial park bench, with suitable 
inscription, be purchased from the Town of 
Ladysmith (where Nigel lived), and positioned 
in Transfer Beach Park, the site of our annual 
Brits on the Beach old English car show. This 
Memorial Park Bench project, which got 
started in April, was going to cost $2,000. 
While I, for one, had thought that this sum 
would take us a year or more to collect, Iôm 
happy to say that that full amount of money 
was raised by the end of August ó08.  We 
expect that the memorial bench will be in its 
place ï roughly where Nigel used to park his 
1927 Austin Seven Chummy every year for 
Brits on the Beach ï within a couple of weeks. 
I would like, here, to thank all those OECC 
members from all branches, and others, who 
so kindly and generously donated money for 
the Nigel Muggeridge Park Bench.  
Thatôs all from the CIB this time. Regards to 
all...Al Thompson, Chairman Central Island 

Branch 
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Memberôs cars assembled for the British Empire Day parade in Ladysmith 

Branch members relaxing in the shade at Brits on the Beach 

A soggy day in Whistler (Blackcomb) Village! 



Seventeen different British makers of fine 
vehicles were blessed with fantastic weather 
when they all assembled for the All British 
Meet at the Filberg Sunday August 17th.  To 
show no personal preference I list them by 
alpha: Austin, BSA,Cortina, Healey,  Hum-
ber, HRD, Jaguar, Jensen, Landrover, Lotus, 
MG, Morris, Router,  Norton, Talbot, Tri-
umph, and Vincent. The oldest cars were 
Walt Hesslerôs  big wheeled 1936 Talbot, 
and Steve Harrisôs stately 1947 Humber.  
And the collection of beautifully prepared 
bikes added an exciting dimension to the 
Meet. 
The Filberg weekend was one of the best car 
shows for the money that is offered on the 
West Coast.  Because we recognized that 
the Comox Valley Branch is a distance and 
an extra cost to attend, every effort was 
made to make the experience of coming to 
Courtenay/Comox as fun and delicious as 
possible.  The entrance fee of $5.oo paid for 
you and your drivers, (you could bring as 
many cars as you wish), to enjoy a fun driv-
ing event at North Island College Saturday, 
enjoy a great BBQ at Frankôs Saturday eve-
ning, and then park in the beautiful Filberg 
Gardens on the Sunday.  The Filberg Tea 
Room was a delicious outing, the sea side 
gardens were glorious and care was taken to 
keep the cars from tree droppings which left 

lots of room to lay on a picnic.  Robert Kirk is 
a residing expert and every car that wished 
was judged, with ribbons and prizes given.  
Whether any prizes were won, all entrants 
drove home with a bottle of our wine!   

One awesome thing about the wine:  The 
wine label was designed in January, the car 
chosen for the label was Bill Sterneôs Mor-
gan, it just happened to be the Peopleôs 
choice award winner!  Could not have 

Branch News ð North Island Branch (Comox) - Submitted by Karen Whitworth 

North Island Branch members welcome participants of the Brits Round BC Tour 



worked out better! 
The branch was very happy with everyone 
that came and was very grateful to Ian Cox 
for bringing up all his regalia which forced 
David, who just bought Geoffôs beautiful 
XKE Coupe, to spend all his spare cash on 
Jag bits! 
The Comox Branch was invited up to 
Campbell River by the Campbell River Car 
Club, on Wednesday the 27th  of August.   
This has become an annual event.  The 
drive along the ocean was beautiful with the 
tide up and the old highway letting all nine 
cars to travel in a train.  The bonus on this 
run is the manager of the local Dairy Queen 
offers each driver a free supper!  Needless 
to say this is a popular event! 
Our annual fall run was September 14th.  
Using the old Highway all 16 cars were able 
to stick together as we ambled down to 
Qualicum and turned in at the Fish Tales 
Restaurant a very British cottage that sat us 
outside in sunshine where we all stuffed 
ourselves on salmon, oysters, halibut, etc.  
ï it was hard to get back into our cars!  To 
top off the day Terry and Pam Moughton 
who had driven their newly restored Austin 
Healey on the run, had us all back to their 
sea side home for desserts galore. 
The Branch is very pleased to say that they 
now have a new meeting place that we feel 
will be ours for a long time.  It is at the Elks 
Club on 6th Street in Courtenay.  Our meet-
ings are held on the third Tuesday of the 
month, so if any OECC members are in the 
area please drop in we would love to see 
you.  We plan some sort of informative talk 
each month.   
 

Branch News ð North Island Branch (Comox) 

A few of the cars at the All British Meet at Filberg 

Brits Round BC Tour cars at rest 

Members on the way to Campbell River stop for tasty treats 

Steve Harrisô Humber with coach built body was 
a feature at Filberg 



Bellevue All British Meet,  
 by Dennis Brammer 
Itôs been a long time since we travelled to the 
All British Field Meet in Bellevue; mainly be-
cause the beautiful and comfortable boat ride 
through the islands and down into Seattle was 
taken away from Victoria a few years ago. 
Anyway, since our house is being torn apart 
and renovated, Carol and I just wanted to get 
away, so off we set for the United States in 
the Daimler. 
The route we took turned out to be delightful, 
and easy. First of all the Coho ferry ï at the 
terminal by 5:00am (itôs still dark at that time), 
then a crawl up the ramp (we only have about 
4ò of clearance), park, and to the lounge. Al-
though the sun rose beautifully as we left the 
harbour, we were soon into a dense fog bank, 
and the constant blaring of the fog horn, and 
faint visions of the lookout on the bow, with his 
hand on the bell, did not engender sleep. I 
was able however to conjure up voices of the 
Pollards, Nick Northeast, the Stubbs, and 
other earlier intrepid venturers to Bellevue 
with whom we had previously shared pas-
sage, and to smile contentedly. We were ac-
companied for some time by playful Orcas, 
but the sea remained leaden.  
In Port Angeles, Immigration seemed more 
interested in the car show than in seeing any 
I.D. so we were quickly on the road, recalling 
the horrid times we have had trying to get 
down into the U.S. via the Peace Arch. A lei-
surely hour, and sunshine again, saw us over 
the Hood Canal Bridge and on Bainbridge 
Island catching the regular Washington State 
ferry directly into Seattle (itôs only about 
$12.00 for car, driver, and passengers if you 
are a senior like me!) Overall travelling time, 
including ferry waits, was about 4 hours. 
We found an excellent hotel in Bellevue which 
provided us with an exceptional breakfast, and 
even reimbursed us $50 for our gas to travel 
down, and the next morning we caught up 
with a lone yellow Morgan which led us di-
rectly to the show which was only about five 
minutes from the hotel.  
This year there were approximately 600 vehi-
cles registered, most of which were converti-
bles, but there was a lot of fine machinery, 
with the usual paddock of cars for sale, stalls, 
and food services. The venue is still at the 
Community College: there is more shade now 
than there used to be because the trees are 
becoming more mature, and since the sun 
seemed reluctant to peek out, it was a pleas-
ant temperature.  
License plates varied from California, Oregon, 
Nebraska, Alaska, Idaho, Washington, and of 
course B.C. The display from Aston Martin 

Branch News ð South Island Branch 



and Lotus was spectacular, whilst the array of 
15 Tigers, all with their hoods open to show 
that they had cleared out all of the ratsô nests, 
and had used a lot of chrome cleaner, caused 
much comment. I suppose seeing three 
Drophead Morgans together was a first for 
me, whilst I took special interest in the Jag-
uars, including a 1936 ñbarn findò complete 
with cockerels and straw, the Bentleys, and a 
1936 unrestored Wolseley. In our class, that 
of Post 1960 Sports, GTs and Classics, we 
had quite an assortment of near orphans, 
including Deloreans, another SP 250, two 
racing cars, a London taxi, a Lotus Cortina, 
plus a handful of other mismatches who are 
lovingly cared for, but who do not seem able 
to find a home ï actually the class, together 
with the Pre 1960 Class, often seems to pro-
vide  a great deal of spectator interest since 
one is not walking through rows of vehicles 
which to the uninitiated, all appear to be rather 
alike ï certainly one could not accuse the two 
ñspecialtyò classes of that! 
We had offers from visitors not only to buy the 
car, but also to buy our Union Jack chairs, but 
as far as the chairs were concerned we told 
the prospective purchasers that they could 
probably get their own for a fiver at Romford 
market! Because of recent back problems, I 
had left the hardtop on the car, which led to 
several people telling me that some of these 
cars, like the blue one at the show, also came 
as a convertible model! I was also asked why 
a German car was allowed in, or whether my 
car had the Rover V-8, or the Chrysler 300 
hemi --such are delights of meeting up with 
spectators, and even other owners. 
Awards at the end of the show are given on 
votes from all of the entrants, usually meaning 
that every car gets at least one vote! It also 
ensures that the whole thing is up to the 
Gods, or the colour of the hood ornament!  
The ñdistance awardò was won by the Mini 
(new) from Nebraska, whilst the ñoldest car 
awardò was taken by a 1926 6.2 litre Bentley ï 
a wonderful vehicle - it seems as if he always 
gets the award since we cannot do anything 

else to our vehicles to allow us to compete.   
Carol and I decided to go a different route on 
the way back and roared up I-5 to Burlington 
where we stayed. The next morning we 
crossed from Anacortes to Friday Harbor, 
where we also stayed, catching the ferry over 
to Sidney the next day.  It was pleasing to see 
lots of cars on the ferry; it would be a shame 
to have such a lovely and convenient route 
cancelled because of a lack of patronage. We 
eventually arrived back in Canada having only 
driven about 180 miles all together, but having 
had a lovely time. Once again the car seemed 
to be of more interest to Immigration than we 
were, and again we were not asked for I.D., 
however we were asked if any work was done 
to the car whilst we were away ï what an 

insult to a Daimler owner! 
 
Blethering Place Collector Car Festival 
by John Beresford 

Some 300 cars, trucks and motorcycles deco-

rated Oak Bay Avenue on the 8th Annual 

Blethering Place Collector Car Festival on 

August 10. Organized by Ken Agate, the usual 

wide variety of vehicles were on view, includ-

ing an impressive array of mostly English 

racing cars. Several OECC members took 

part, as shown in the photos. The Editor was 

delighted to receive the Mayor and Councilôs 

First Choice award for the Singer. 

Austin Nippy of Ed Hendee 

Dennis Brammer's Daimler SP250 flanked by a rare Austin Atlantic 

TR3s of Kelly James and Tom Rivers Standard Tourer receiving some assistance 


