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From the Editor: 

Have you seen our photo collection from the 
1951 Fred Deeley Austin Show?  It is on the 
OECC web site, www.oecc.ca, under the 
heading ñCars of the Monthò.  They are first 
class professional photographs and we are 
lucky to have them. 
There are two cars in the show which I be-
lieve Fred Deeley shipped over specially for 
this show.  One is a very early production 
Austin 7, 1923, and is now referred to as a 
ópram hood sevenô because of the way the 
top looked when put up. 
The other car of note which is very special is 
the racing car.  This, I am sure, is one of the 
three supercharged twin cam factory team 
cars built in 1937.  They were built to take 
back all the 750 cc class records at the fa-
mous race tracks and hill climbs throughout 
Britain which MG took from them in the early 
thirties.  They are miniature Grand Prix cars 
and are purposely built racers from top to 
bottom.  Pictured here is one at the famous 
Shelsley Walsh hill climb, no doubt putting 
another one in the record book.  All three of 
these magnificent race cars survive in the 
Donnington Collection.  Ian Cox brought the 
Fred Deeley Austin Show pictures to the 
attention of the club and we bought them for 
the grand sum of sixty dollars.  We, the Soci-
ety, figured the best place to display them 

was our web site so every one could enjoy 
them.  This is a treasure trove of local British 
motoring history and a motion was passed to 
have our webmaster set up a new feature on 
the site to display all the photos.  This fea-
ture will be called ñHistoric Photos of British 
Motoring in B.C.ò 
Under this new heading for historic photos 
we can add other collections.  For example I 
have some professionally taken pictures of 
the Fred Deeley dealership from 1950 plus 

some Austins ready for delivery in the thir-
ties.  British steam trucks of the early nine-
teen hundreds could be another category.  
Pictures of these are very rare but I have 
found a few more.  There used to be an all 
British new car show at the Bayshore Inn 
Hotel from the late sixties to the early seven-
ties which could be another subject.  There 
are these subjects and others which docu-
ment our interest and history with British 
vehicles in our Province. S.D. 

This photo, courtesy of the Province newspaper, is of Columbia Street, New Westminster in 1938.  As you can see the street is quite wide because 
it was built in the late eighteen hundreds with two sets of electric street car tracks down the middle.  Back then you could take the street car to the 
main station and then hop on the Interurban, a larger electric tram and go to Vancouver.  In 1938 they dug up the tracks, paved it over and bought 
new buses.  This photo shows the ónewô Columbia Street with the new buses.  There is a great variety of cars here, even one big old touring car 
from the teens.  Can you spot the British car?  (Hint: John Beresford owns one) - S.D. 
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High Country Branch 

The Thompson Valley Branch is hav-
ing their annual Punctually Chal-
lenged Xmas party on Saturday 
March 1st. This is officially the first 
event of our calendar year and we 
use it as our first meeting to establish 
our event planning meeting and the 
first driving event each year. As per 
usual the first driving event is the an-
nual Easter Day Parade organized by 
the Vintage Car Club and we have 
attended as individuals and as a club 
in the past when they showcased 
English cars. 
As many will realize from the Society 
webpage under Cars of the Month we 
have shown an Austin Car Show from 
1951. One of the photos shows an 
Austin Sheerline Ambulance. The 
Kamloops Chapter of the VCCC has 
been undergoing a restoration of a 
1952 Austin Ambulance similar to the 
one shown in the photo, (some be-
lieve it is the same ambulance as 
shown). The city of Kamloops pur-
chased an Austin Ambulance and 
used it for many years until they sold 
it. The ambulance languished in fields 
and barns for many years until the 
VCCC purchased it two years ago 
and began its restoration. The ambu-
lance had only 19,000 miles on it but 
the engine required total restoration 
as the pistons were oval shaped. One 
theory is that the Zenith carburetor on 
the 4 liter Austin straight six engine 
was never set up right for operating 
above 1200' elevation and as a result 

operated too lean and prematurely 
wore out the engine. Another is that 
with daily starting of the ambulance 
and warming it on idle for emergency 
preparedness without driving caused 
the wear. At any rate the VCCC ob-
tained new pistons +.040 oversized 
from New Zealand. New Zealand was 
blessed with having a large quantity 
of Austin vehicles sold there and has 
become a mecca of sorts for Austin 
parts. I have told you this story so you 
can understand how the OECC be-
came involved in this restoration. 

Several weeks ago long time mem-
ber, Ken Finnigan, who is also a 
VCCC member involved in the resto-
ration mentioned that they were look-
ing for the original bell for the front of 
the ambulance. It had apparently 
been taken off and was missing. It 
was at this point that I contacted the 
Society President, Wayne Peddie, 
and asked if he thought it would be 
worthwhile to have the OECC locate 
the bell and donate it to the VCCC in 
recognition of their efforts in restoring 
this vehicle. Wayne agreed it would 
as it is one of the Societyôs charters to 
"collect, restore and ensure the pres-
ervation of English vehicles". With a 
polling of the Society Executive it was 
agreed that this donation indeed 
meets our charter and was a worth-
while endeavor. Once completed the 
ambulance belongs to the VCCC and 
will be on display and in parades for 
many decades as they now do with 
their other vehicles, (i.e. fire truck, tow 
truck, police car etc). Now the hard 
part was to locate a genuine Wink-
worth bell having only a photograph 
illustrating it. Long story short and the 
marvel of the internet located the ex-
act bell from a fire truck in England on 
eBay. We bid and won the bell and it 
is currently being engraved indicating 
it has been donated to the VCCC 
from the OECC in recognition of their 
efforts in restoring this vehicle. We 



intend to officially donate it to the 
VCCC during Brits Round BC when 
they stop in Kamloops. The photos 
show me at the VCCC workshop with 
the bell and the VCCC restoration 
leader Dick Parkes. Also, shown is the 
rebuilt engine with our own Ken Finni-
gan attaching oil filter, distributer etc. 
The ash carriage frame has been re-
placed, piece by piece, with oak and is 
finally complete. Much discussion has 
occurred by Morgan owners replacing 
the ash chassis pieces on their cars as 
to whether oak is acceptable versus 
ash. Aside from the readily available 
supply of ash in Britain many believe 
oak to be superior while some feel ash 
is more flexible and therefore will last 
longer. The drive train is virtually new 
and required no rebuild except for the 
engine. The VCCC expects the ambu-
lance to be in some of their mall shows 
this fall as a work in progress and ex-
pect it to be road ready next spring. 
Funding for the restoration work has 
been through raffles performed in the 
past, (prior to the NDP government of 
the day banning this type of raffle), 

volunteers and donations of parts like 
our bell. Costs have been higher than 
for a domestic vehicle but the project 
has opened the eyes of the VCCC vol-
unteers as to the fine English work-
manship displayed in the Austin and 
the engine rebuilder stated the engine 
forgings and quality were far superior 
to N American cars of the same vin-
tage. It is rewarding to have the sup-
port of the Society in this worthwhile 
cause and will, in a small way, ensure 
this vehicle is available for future gen-

erations to see and appreciate. 
We expect to have a full driving sea-
son ahead of us with many of the regu-
lar events and some new ones located 
near residences of some of our mem-
bers not located in Kamloops. All in all 
another busy season and many miles 
ahead of us with the 3rd BRBC in the 
offing 
Geoff Akehurst 
Chairman 
Thompson Valley Branch 



Central Island Branch 

I regret to say that this will be a rather sombre 
piece from the Central Island Branch (CIB). 
The CIB is still reeling from the loss on Febru-
ary 20th of one of our most stalwart and best-
known members. Nigel Muggeridge (owner of 
a 1927 Austin Seven Chummy, a 1972 MGB, 
and sundry other old English cars) was having 
dinner at the home of another OECC club 
member, when he was suddenly taken se-
verely ill. He was rushed to the Nanaimo Re-
gional General Hospital, but he did not re-
cover and died there three days later. To say 
that he is sadly missed within the club, and as 
a friend, would be a gross understatement. 
Many of our members are still in shock.  
Needless to say, Nigelôs passing has had a 

marked effect on club activity. While regular 
planned activity was cancelled, there was a 
tremendous showing of OECC support at 
Nigelôs memorial service in Ladysmith on Feb-
ruary 28th. There were no less than 55 OECC 
members present. We want to particularly 
thank the seven members of the South Island 
Branch (SIB) who drove up to attend at the 
packed St. Maryôs Church. The large OECC 
attendance, and SIB branch presence in par-
ticular, just proves what a close-knit and sup-
portive group our Old English Car club is. I 
know that this outpouring of support went a 
long way to comfort Nigelôs widow, Frances. 
On other fronts, 2008 promises to be another 
successful year for our branch. We have 81 

paid-up members to date, and the last couple 
of club meetings have had more than 45 peo-
ple attending. Following our loss, we will be 
back to our regular schedule of monthly runs 
with the annual (Easter) Bunny Hop Run on 
Sunday March 30th. Later on, in June, we 
hope many folks from other branches will be 
at the Society AGM, which we host in 
Nanaimo this time. Start off your day by par-
ticipating in the Mini Monte Rally and then 
take part in the AGM itself and the evening 
banquet, the latter two events will be held at 
the German Hall, located on Caledonia Ave-
nue.  
Al Thompson, Chairman Central Island 

Branch 

Our Snowy Adventure, By Pat SparksñSunday, January 27 
Timing is everything ï and time this one we did! 
A perfectly planned K-12 Tour, with óteacherô Chris Wignall waiting for 
his óstudentsô to arrive at the auto shop at Esquimalt High School , 
turned into more than all of us had bargained for. 
The weather forecast was not too bad. There were snow warnings for 
up-island, with a small possibility of snow in the Victoria area. However, 
the weatherman did not tell us that at precisely 1:50pm, 10 minutes 
before the run was due to start, that the snow would begin to fall at our 
meeting place at the entrance to Beaver Lake Park.  
Ian, our son, arrived in his ô79 MGB with the top down. Mother (me), 
was to be his navigator and was all prepared with toque and gloves. 
But as the snow fell and the seats became white, we decided that dis-
cretion was the better part of valour and the top went up. 
Two oôclock came, our instructions were handed out and the partici-
pants, as advised, retired to their vehicles to study the route. The idea 
was to visit the 10 schools listed, following the shortest distance.  
And so off we went. Up the highway, right turn on Cordova Bay Road, 
past the first school ï Elk Lake ï and on down toward Cordova Bay 
Elementary, up to Claremont High, down to Royal Oak Drive to Loch-
side Elementary, along Royal Oak Drive and ohhhh é we were now 
stuck in traffic. It would appear that ice formed directly before the snow 
fell, causing an accident on the Pat Bay Highway, which in turn created 
a massive traffic jam on Royal Oak as the police had redirected traffic 
from both north and south bound lanes. And the snow continued to fall. 
We proceeded slowly to Royal Oak Middle School, then turned onto 
Wilkinson Road. Here we realized for the first time the slick conditions 
we were facing. Nevertheless my fearless driver managed to keep the 
MGB on the road and on its way! To our surprise we came up behind 
John & Deirdre just ahead of us on Wilkinson, in their ó49 Commer lorry, 
and we thought we were doing well! John, not surprisingly, advised us 
that he and Deirdre were heading home before the weather worsened. 
Of the 12 cars that started, only 6 arrived at the school, and we were 
also joined by Susan Jones who did not make it to the start. 
Chris gave a wonderful tour of the shop, explaining what they did, how 
they worked on the cars, and what they did with them when they were 
fixed. We then proceeded to the óclassroomô where we wrote a small 
ótestô. (Modesty apparently prevented Pat from revealing that she and 
Ian, together with Dave and Gloria Pollard were the joint winners of the 
rally/test ï Ed.) 
Nine people made it to the restaurant at WestBay to relax after the 

testing drive and exam. With these awful conditions we are pleased to 
report that there were no mishaps and we all arrived home safely. 
Three cheers! And a big thank you to Chris Wignall for his generosity in 
making the shop visit so enjoyable. 

:  A chilly group get their instructions from Derrick Sparks 

Ian Sparks' MG, with its top in the correct folded position 

Commer Superpoise navigator plots the course 

South Island Branch 



Cabin Fever Escape, by John Beresford 
Sunday, February 24 
Derrick certainly arranged for more suitable weather for the February 
Sunday Drive than what had been on offer for January. This was re-
flected in the fact that 14 cars and some 30 OECC members (and two 
dogs) left the starting point in Colwood. Of particular note, Trevor 
Parker arrived in his ñnewò Austin A-90 Westminster and both the Riv-
ersô and Tibboôs, TR3 and Jensen Healey respectively, undertook the 
trip with their carsô tops in the (correct) folded position. 
After receiving our simple route instructions (no quiz or roadside clues 
required!),   group headed up and over the Malahat to the Mill Bay 
Ferry turnoff. Some decided to visit the ferry terminal, but all soon ar-
rived at the first scheduled stop on the beach along Mill Bay Road. 
From there it was a pleasant drive along Telegraph Bay and Cherry 
Point  roads until we arrived at Shane Davisôs residence.  
Open garage doors displayed Shaneôs ó49 Rolls Royce Silver Dawn 
and ó47 HRG. Behind the HRG was his Bentley Continental. All three 
cars are very rare, the Continental and HRG each being one of two in 
Canada. The Bentley was the fastest 4-seater in the world when intro-
duced in 1952.  
Shane graciously allowed people to sit in the Rolls and Bentley, while 
the more mechanically minded studied the engines under the open 
bonnets. Shane has owned the cars for many years and maintains 
them himself. The garage was interesting in itself, with many mo-
torsport posters from all over the world on display. 
A tour of the house was next, where a huge collection of model cars 
was on view, ranging in size from Dinkys to Pocher Rolls Royce and 
Alfa. Interesting furniture and books were to be seen in every room too. 
Shane was presented with an OECC mug and a Mille Miglia com-
memorative video in appreciation of his generosity in opening up his 
home and garage to us. 
Only after some persuasion was Derrick able to get the group back in 
their own vehicles, in preparation for departure to the refreshment stop.  
The Rock Cod Cafe in Cowichan Bay proved well up to the task of 
feeding the rather large group very quickly indeed. The Sparks recom-
mendation of the fish and chips was taken up by many and all ap-
peared well satisfied. 
Thanks go out to Shane for his hospitality and to Derrick for arranging 
another enjoyable afternoon. 

 

The River's TR-3 

Shane is presented with an OECC mug by Derrick Sparks 

Shane Davis' HRG 

Trevor Parker's "new" Austin A-90 



The Old English Car Clubôs branch in the Co-
mox Valley was very lucky that the past ex-
ecutive all agreed to keep their post for 2008.  
The Branch is lucky to have such a supportive 
and enthusiastic chair, although at the mo-
ment Frank DeCarlo is gallivanting across the 
width of USA all the way to Florida, on a 
Harley just to get a new recipe for his pig roast 
he will host for all members of the OECC on 
their first leg of the Brits Around BC Tour that 
starts on Jun 27.   
The Branch had a very fun Christmas Banquet 
at the Golf Club which was a very successful 
night for the new membership chair, Dave 
Sherstone, many members paid for their 2008 
membership.  Dave is a very enthusiastic 
member, he and his wife have settled into the 
warm Comox Valley after a stint in White 
Horse and their MG Midget is giving them a lot 
of fun.  
With all the development that is happening in 
the Valley our meeting place on the water at 
the Edgewater Pub has been lost and we 
have been looking for a new place, in the 
mean time Frank has been having the meet-
ings at his place through the winter.  Steve 
and Josie Watkinsôs have come forward and 
offered us their resort for our meetings for the 
spring and summer which will be wonderful.  
The goal of every group is to have a stable 
meeting place on a regular meeting night so 
that interested car buffs can know where and 
when to drop in.  The cost of meeting rooms is 
hard to bear with a small membership.  We 
are still working on this dilemma. 
The events for this year are many and varied.  
The first one the Branch takes in is a Swap, 
Shop, and Show in Courtenay organized by 
the Vintage Car Club and all Clubs in the area 
help and take part April 6th.   There is a close 
friendship with the Campbell River Car Club 
which has very enthusiastic, mechanically 
minded group of guys who have a run each 
year organized a great weekend.   This year 
June 6 and 7th promises to be a lot of fun and 
is centered in the Valley and will welcome the 
beautiful MG C club from the mainland. ( C of 
MG TCôS etc).  July will see a new event in 
Courtenay with an Open to All car show in the 
Streets of the City. And for our club our All 
British Meet at the Filberg is on Aug 16-17 
weekend.  We plan on this being a fantastic 
weekend and two batches of wine have al-
ready been bottled up and aging!  Those that 
took part in our car show last year were lucky 
enough to enjoy a great day with no rain on 
the Sunday, although the Drivers Challenge 
was a bit wet!  We are hoping more people 
will come this year, it was noted we are one of 
the few car shows where there is no restriction 

on having a For Sale sign on your car!  So 
that is another reason to bring your cars to our 
Valley! 

With all the events that we can partake in I am 
sure we shall see you all at one of them!  

North Island Branch 

Tour of the Steve Harris Collection 

Tour of the Peter Welsh collection 

Annual Filberg Car Show 



 The Branch Christmas Party and Awards Ceremonies were held in late 
November, 2007. The party was at the Sullivan Community Hall in Sur-
rey which is the second year in a row for this venue. There was a good 
turnout for the meal prepared by Pat Miles (performing her ñChief Chefò 
role) assisted by Chris Walker, Gerry Chatterton and Audrey Shaw, 
amongst others. Pat organized a sing-along which required everyoneôs 
participation. Awards presentations finished, Dave Walker broke out the 
karaoke equipment and he, Gerry Chatterton and Roy Wilkins 
(individually, and together), sang to the group. 
Our January 2008 monthly meeting was held at the Roma Hall where 
we were shown several mini-movies from Austin of England which were 
made around the early 30ôs. Each was about 10 minutes long and re-
galed the Austin automobile virtues. Being from Birmingham, I was 
given an unexpected nostalgia trip when one movie showed lots of 
Birmingham tram cars picking up Austin workers from outside of the 
Longbridge plant. Some of the procedures followed would make todayôs 
safety professionals have heart attacks. One example was the produc-
tion of radiators where the bottom and tops of the radiator cores were 
dipped in solder and the excess solder was shaken off. The operatorôs 
clothing from about the waist down was covered in solder which made 
him walk rather stiff-legged. 

 The February 2008 meeting found us at Paulôs Radiator Shop in Rich-
mond. Here Paul opened his shop to us and gave us ñRadiator 101ò as 
we toured the various working stations in his shop. He also showed us 
radiators from some very large engines and their radiators were BIG 
and very expensive.  Safety procedures were a lot better than shown in 
the Austin factory radiator shop! Paul reviewed his beliefs regarding 
various popular coolant additives and debunked a variety of radiator-
related myths. A good visit and a good place to take our LBC radiators 
that require work. 
 February 10, 2008 Valentineôs Day Run. This run was organized by 
new Branch members John and Lorna Hoare. The run started from the 
Macdonaldôs in Middlegate, Burnaby and ended at the Buckôn Ear Pub 
in Steveston, Richmond. Travelling from Point ñAò to Point ñBò, the route 
took the cars across the Queensborough Bridge onto Mitchell Island 
and from there along the Fraser River dike to the Steveston Hwy and 
into Steveston proper. Prior to lunch, the group visited the Britannia 
Shipyards Museum. Due to very poor weather predictions, only 6 cars 
participated, but it is hoped for better weather next year. 
 
March 4, 2008:  Branch AGM at the Roma Hall.  Election results: 
Chair: Ken Miles   Vice Chair: Steve Hutchens 
Treasurer: Elaine Lafontaine  Secretary: Dennis Nelson 
Appointments: 
Event Coordinator: Steve Diggins Air Care Liaison: Fred Bennett 
Phone Committee Coordinator: Mike Smith 
Compassion: David Ballantine 
Upcoming events include: 
March 29:  Garage Tour to Gerry Parkinsonôs new garage and then on 
to Liz and Steve Blakeôs with lunch at the Rose and Crown Restaurant 
in Delta. 
April 1: Regular Monthly meeting; At B&N Hot Rod, Port Moody. 
April 12:  Fort Langley Run with lunch at the Fort pub in Fort Langley. 
May 17: Van Dusen ABFM. 
And that is all from the Vancouver Coast Branch  

Vancouver Coast Branch submitted by Walter Reynoldsñphotos as credited 

The Austin factory, 1948. Photo from Wikipedia  

Photo from Wikipedia 

Participating cars at Steveston.  Pat Miles photo. 

Smiling Executive and Appointees.  



The story of how this great automobile, the 
Wolseley 6/99, was brought back to life can-
not in any way be told separately from my 
experience and struggles as a woman. I can 
talk about the parts that had to be rebuilt and 
repaired but I am sure, as in any project that 
many enthusiasts would encounter, these 
challenges were met from a different point of 
view.  So in a sense, itôs like telling two stories 
at once.  
I guess I need to start with the look I got from 
my mother when the two hulking frames of 
badly broken and rusted cars (one for restora-
tion and one for parts) were towed to my 
home. No, it wasnôt a look of despair or disap-
pointment, but rather ñWhat has she started 
this time?ò or ñThis is getting worst!ò with just a 
hint of admiration and envy for the freedom.  
Thatôs not the look I got from my landlord, as 
he told me I had 30 days to get them out of 
there. 
As you can gather, cars and garages were not 
part of my lifestyle nor my culture. None of my 
family ótinkersô, nor do they even repair their 
own cars. So, what does bring a woman to 
want to restore a car?   
As with many other car enthusiasts, I fell in 
love with óa memory of a carô from youth; in 
my case, it was a friendôs. I was just 17 and 
my friend, one day, showed up with her newly 
purchased 1955 Austin Cambridge. It just 
looked and drove so differently than any auto-
mobile I had ever experienced. It had a per-

sonality, and a poised presence with just a 
hint of silliness (it looks like a British bolo hat, 
and when you sit behind the wheel it looks like 
a Rollsô grill frame with a flying A). I was in 
love. She kept the car locked up for the next 
twenty years and one day, when I was visiting 
the Okanagan, she announced that she was 
selling it. I reacted all at once; sell it to me! 

Since she would not accept what I could pay, 
she sold it. 
Having been in university for ten years and an 
apartment renter for just as many, I was just 
itching to have something of my own that I 
could work on- to create and be creative with 
an artistôs passion that was restless and 
starved for a place to express itself (even 
passionate enough to bicycle across the 
mountains from Vancouver to Vernon where 
my girl friend kept her car!). Having been bit-
ten by the car bug, I began to dream of own-
ing such a car. Like saving a lost kitten, I 
would work on the metal and learn to repair 
the car to its former beauty. 
In the mean time, I found that the most afford-
able and efficient way to get tools was to ride 
a bike across town and search all the garage 
sales throughout the summer. Iôm not kidding! 
I didnôt even have screwdrivers, and tools are 
costly. I even managed to bring home a vice 
for $5 in my bike pannier. Later, I began to 
realize that this scrounging attitude is just 
whatôs needed when restoring old cars where 
the parts are so rare. 
Now I needed to find the car. I got wind of two 
automotive shops that restored old British cars 
where I ran into club members of the Cam-
bridge, Oxford, Westminster, Wolseley Club; 
long for The COWW Club as it was known, 
with a cow mascot and all. (Eventually, I was 
to actually own every single one of those cars 
all at one time.) Well, the club members were 
enthusiasts at drinking a pint, and long on 
good advice. That was great because I had a 

The Automotive Restoration of the Wolseley 6/99: As told from a womanôs experience 


