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From the Editor that in 1910 they sold a hundred and twetrtycks in the province which are in this cate-

of them. They also had a new fireproof bugdry and this is one way of helping with the
We have a new collection of photos aif built that was three or four stories tall dnstory of these very special vehicles. You
related documents on our web site pagecef”d accommodate two hundred fifty carscan see on another page regarding details of

historical British motoring in BC. These are As | mentioned, there were other eatlye Pre War Registry.
all to do with the Fred Deeley Austin deaf@fitish car dealers of note at this time such Hollow Tree Update...It has been de-

ship in the early P9 ey Yawxhall pqq?llerﬂrwg\ée@on.MYIaybmiqgi@xatrpee\/?ncouver Parks Board to save
had his building at 901 West Broadway gp/Meone in that area could have gllookaa{?d restore the Hollow Tree in_StanIgy Park.
graded to deal with only Austin sales afitpt history. Not only were there British ctirés going to be propped up with an internal
service. Previous to this the building wlkought into the province there were alskeleton and the whole thing will be fixed up
split between Austin on the east side (Whgllécks. The first early large trucks, batih look the way it should. It should be noted
you eat in an Ear | &&amandgaseinepougred, werg jpportiy npne ofthis will use tax payer money.
motorcycle business on the west side. geat names such as Foden, Mann,” Thieney has been purposely donated for the
you can see by the picture this was a fingycroft and Leyland weretobe seen. cause. So there you ¢
class effort resulting in one of the largest Out of all pf North Ameripa we have tlgeur history you lose it plus your own iden-
Austin dealerships in the world and one@pSt interesting and special history wiity. .
the fines auto facilities in Vancouver. British vehicles. | think it is up to us to save In the last issue of the Spanner, | men-
Our province has a rich and interegﬁﬁ@d document as much as we can. Our ctidmed that by 1916 the Vancouver Parks

history with British vehicles starting from ot S decided to st aBdarad dRraseWat h®emgii gt

one. Thomas Plimley in Victoria was oneWgfich is for owners of pre war 1940 BritBrar k Phot ographer 0.
the first car dealers in BC, about 1902/(y§hicles to get in touch and exchange infean. However, | have since found out these

along with the Stark brothers at the sarmtion. | figure there are about 150 cars aights were first leased out in 1908.

time in Vancouver. Both these companias
were in the bicycle business which we
the rage in the late eighteen hundreds
they started selling cars as a side inte
The cars sold were primarily Oldsmo
however in 1904 Plimley started to img
new British car called a Rover. He wa
first British car dealer in BC and as fis
can be determined the first in North Am

The Plimley auto business lasted
good long time and | am not sure wher™s
last sold cars but | am guessing sometirme
the eighties. It would be great to see pic
of their business through the ages and >
related history recorded. This is a signi o WA N Uttt e,
bit of local history and would be welcq ] =
on our web site historic page. | wondd
anyone in our South Island Branch w
have the time to do some research on
mas Plimley and his auto business? Th
a good picture of an auto rally in Beacc
Park in 1905 with four Rovers lined up
other early cars. Thomas Plimley prol
sold Rover bicycle

Before the great war, 1911917, there
were other British car dealers in BC wlg¢h and Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier arrives in Vancouver to be driven out to officia
we know little about as well as individhalaew Vancouver Exhibition at Hastings Park which is now called the Pacific National Ex
who brought in their own cars. There wah@ car is a Napier which has all the 6b
very successful Napier dealership in VaRgela racing heritage and you can see it with the engine mounted low in the chassis. It als
ver at this time. This was a car whichtM&@sptional centre lock wire wheels mounted with white tires which are the forerunner of v
the equal of a Rolls Royce and | have yggd.




Vancouver Coast Branch Repgrivalter Reynolds

back to the repair yard. Thankfully this rare
early large truck has survived to be saved.
December 2, 2008ranch Christmas

Party at the Roma Hall, New Westminster.
The annual 6dood hel c
Hall for the first time in three years. Lots of
people came out for
some of whom | 6d not
and Pat Miles gave us an impromptu talk on
their trip to Australia (along with details of
their experience of shipping their Morgan to
Australia). Thanks to Italo Cirillo for organiz-
ing the Hall and meal.

January 6, 200®egular monthly meeting,

Held at the Rainbow Station, home of sev-
eral rid®n sized steam and diesel/electric
model trains. We continued watching Steve
Digginsd6 193006s Austi
DVD6s. (We viewed thi
608. ).

Ed.Noté The rollover demonstration of a
1937 Austin 10 Sedan was most entertain-

ing.
Picture of Elaine Lafontaine and Pat Jones receiving the Bovril Award for the memMégsloflthe t hat 6s it for I
year. Coast Branch but coming up for 2009 are:

February 3 Regular monthly meeting, at
Roma Hall to view Vintage Car Race Docu-
October 7, 200®8ranch regular monthlymont hl'y meeti ng, hreehtaries and to hakeeour aneual Maghzne 6
meeting, held at the-Btite Industries Truck Museum in Port Coquitlam. Lots S:fvap.
wheel and metal finishing plant in Surreyd commercial trucks, some restored aRdbruary 14: Valentines Day Run. Details
This was an ideal meeting place for camning, others being restored and still oTfBA.
buffs like us. MBuite repair and sell wheelsers not running. Fred Bennett organized thiarch 3: Branch AGM and Elections at
for both the automotive industry and wisit, our first here in three years. Thank&xma Hall.
heavy trucking customers. They also &oed. March (date TBA): Third Annual Garage
restorative work on diamond plating afdl. Not@ The oldest truck in the collectioffour, details TBA.
repair diesel fuel tanks for heavy trucks.British. Itis a 1913 FWD which was used
Through the tour, which lasted almost thige BC Electric to tow broken down buses
hours, we were given numerous lessans
regarding wheel history, repair and rest
tion. As several of theBxite processe
were proprietary, no photos were allg
until the end.

WHEEL & TIRE
REPAIRS + SALES

The July Picnic at HMCS Discovery

NuBrite premises after dark. Photo by Mgimpers of the OECC and all owners of pre 1940 British Vehicles are invited to| our picnic
ter. ] HMCS Discovery on July 12. This is an all day event where you can arrive and Jeave at yc
November 2, 200&ondon to Brightohgiscretion. Please note this is not open to the public. Non OECC members must be on a.
Commemorative Run, reported on S8R#- There is a large parking lot for our use plus first class barbeque facilities in a park like

rately in the Spanner. ting. We hope to see you there.
November 4, 2008Branch regulaf




South Island Branch Report

The Great Race .
Provided by Susan Jones
A dozen cars gathered in the
ver Point parking area, with
participants chatting and wonc
what Bob and Wendy Tibbo
store for us. Apparently ther
known for p u
events. | was pleased on this
sion that my trusty Sunbea
pier was back on the road,
recovering from a blown heag
ket and assorted other ills.
Promptly on time, Bob gave
instructions. We were all to
Arunod to the
pluck an envelope from a ba
Airuno back and
to a destination somewhere it
toria. We were informed that
would have no problem findin :
destination, or the fastest rot . , o g T o
it. And so began the great rac : 3 < Jataar’
had wus | ooki n¥&s
Shopso in var
Victoria including the Harbo
Terminal, China Town, Moun
mie, Broadmead Shopping C#
Commerce Circle, Thetis Lakg
Florence Lake. Luckily, £
weather was most favourably s
driving on Sunday!
The navigators (or drivers) &
kept quite busy at each locg
finding the Tack Shop, reme
ing to ask for a tack, putting
tack on a card (once we ac
got the card), and not getting
by the pin in the process. Whig#
found most helpful as we _g
proached a destination was td
for the other participants as a
way of finding these tack s
This was most useful when
navigator and | were going a
and around on Commerce Cir(
We also learned some interg
bits of trivia like the cost of on
a B.B.Q. duck at Don Mees,
day Café Mexigo is closed,
that India Gold Bars are td
found in the bushes of Thetis
Actually, 1 was so busy dr
most of the ti
even knew what my navigato
doing at each stop. Drivers |
required to pass a driving te
one stop, which included a re
fistop on af

there to understand this one!). ‘

i mmedi atelv take




South Island Branch Report

What | liked most about the
was the varied outcomes at e4
the destinations How else Ve

FIl orence Lake; ‘
waiting for .
tiono. I't see
tion went into planning this
But all great races do come
end, and for this one it was &

were to relax after dashing ali\
town. Beverages (like coffee,| ™
and beer) were ordered and .
sumed along with some great
After evaluating the results
finishing fir
mean you won), Bob Tibbo
nounced the winners of the €
The Atkinson family won first
(a bottle of bubbly and lotter

The Fall Classic
Provided by John Beresford
A perfect fall afternoon sais
dozen teams vie for the prestis
Faryon Trophy on the fourth
ning of the OECC Fall Classifse
usual, there was a wide varig
vehicles participating, rangi
age from the
Northeast to the late model J
of the Howds.
examples of Austin, Bedford,
Jaguars, Mini and Triumph.
Participants began at Cam
College and proceeded to th¢l
of two checkpoints, while ngEEs
points of interest along the wa
Ocean Boulevard in Colw
teams exchanged their first &+
of directions for the second.
The route then took teams al
Metchosin to the second cl
point. It was noted there that
ers and navigators were still s
ing with one and other, whi
always a good sign on these
sions.
Eventually, nearly all the partici-

pants reached the finish at Mychosen Caf&pritely, Susan Jones and Katherineevents in due course.

One team, who will remain unidentifiedTrayner, were triumphant and were dulfveryone seemed to enjoy the beautiful
was forced to retire, due to shortage opresented with the Faryon Trophy. It wasfternoon drive and our thanks go to organ-
petrol. While refreshments were enjoyednoted however that Team Spritely, whos&ers Roy and Susan (and also Jim Morri-
run organizers Roy and Susan Pullan tabudriver has no less than four English vehison who assisted in the planning). Also to
lated the scores. It turned out that no lessles from which to choose, selected hethe checkpoint volunteers.

than four teams were tied, and-a tie domestic car on this occasion. We expect

breaking quiz was required. In this, Teano hear more about this puzzling turn of



High Country Branch Report
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THE PRINGLE STEAM EQUIPMENT SHRWAd about 3 kilometres west of Westwoldesft show. A large wiredl boiler drives
(by Tony Bradwell, bradwell@telus.net)y Highway 97.  The 30 kilometre drive fittenmill and provides steam to various loca-

The Pringle Ranch is host to an annual S{%%rmoops includes the twisty bits of Barnimrs around the mill for demonstration of

equipment show each fall on the Sunday%q-Road east of Kamloops where we geth&r equipment. Long canvas belts run from

. o - dodpe the odd cow and, on one occadim,steam engine to drive the various saws.
lowing Thanksgiving. In addition to an operat

. . . . §nowflakes. The ranch straddles the das mill processes logs from the property into
ing steam sawmill and a wide variety of steam

. Yvith the sawmill and hay fields to the seatious sizes of timber for use on the ranch or
equipment, the event also attracts a black

algd the farmstead and shops to the northfoFheustom orders. Volunteers from various
powder gun club, bakers and bannock makers

cooking over wood fires and stoves, andP.rglrgles set aside an area for parking stedm equipment clubs operate the mill and

increasing number of vintage, street roddésr%ay of the various cars that show up dimmn incredible job of turning large logs and

British car clubs. This show is a feasIt<a0rploops, Salmon Arm and Vernon areasvater into a great deal of steam, noise, saw-

sights, sounds, smells and tastes. The sawmill is the center piece of the eng?)t-and some fine looking lumber.

1@

For the past several years the High Co
British Car Club (Thompson Branch of
OECCBC), has held its final run of the d§
season to coincide with this event. Fré
Barnett organizes this run for HCBCC a
also our club archivist. This means we
only get a great run to a great event, wel
get some great photographs. We usually
the president and sole member of the
loops 1937 Dodge Club (who happens
the spouse of one of our members) to
his car along on the run with us.

Pringle Ranch is located along Douglas §



Large equipment operating at the show in-
cludes a couple of steam tractors, Case | be-
lieve, and a Marion steam shovel. Thei'f_rg;_-
tors are usually working transporting o
the mill or drawing hay wagons. Somei
they are operating other portable equip
via drive belts. It is quite a sight to see |
these monsters lumbering down the road$g
lane with a driver who is at least as old a§ :
tractor. The tractors seem to have a te
radius of about 200 feet and require abou
thirty turns of the steering wheel to get around
a corner. I'tos Hre.

inspiring to see them operate.

The Marion Steam Shovel was restore(
pieces located at a former logging s
northern BC. It is usually operating 4§
equipment show excavating and piling
Elsewhere at the show are portable Id
and milling saws, threshers, balers and
engines of various sizes bubbling and pq
away contentedly.

Internal combustion engines are repreg@ :
in the vintage logging truck owned by th
gles and in the specialty vehicles on d
The logging truck has been working @
property since it was purchased fro
Chevrolet dealer i
donodt have the ex a3k
but could obtain that information if someo
interested.) The number of vintage an"
cialty cars on display at this event hasj
creased significantly over the years.
year, in addition to the six or so Britis
from our club, there were about 30 othe
cialty cars on display from other clubs i
loops, Salmon Arm and Vernon.

This is standing event on our club calﬁdar
and is definitely worth seeing at least

We would be happy to have OECCBC mi
bers from other chapters join us on the -;t
you will be in the Kamloops or '7.
Okanagan area area next Thanksgivingj ¢
meanenai | and wedl | &
the event to you.



Comox Branch

October in the Comox Valley saw a !
end to an active summer. Our Decel
annual banquet, held at the Glacier Gr
Golf Club was a success with even
enjoying a fabulous meal, with challer
guestions developed by our membe
chairman, even the old experts miss
few multiple choice questions. We h
small auction to raise money for the S
tion Army to go along with a food ha
that all the members gave most gener
to. The evening ended with a slide sho
all the events our club attended and ac
took part in. '
The first meeting of the year, was atte;w
by 19 members, outlining what events”=
be taking place within the next mont
two. Dennis Broad gave a great demor
tion and lecture on how to get your wwe :
British Car ready bringing thamebackte the fiishalinep vy
ties. Checking out the Battery, Oil, Gas, thil be the Griffin Pub for a good lunch.
ignition system, fuel system etc.etc. W&or k on our annua
have been fortunate in that the Elks Clulbmin | ber g o has star
Courtenay has offered us a great room bar as successful as in years previous.
our meetings on the third Tuesday of tbh&the major hits is the free bottle of wi
Month at 7PM for free! each entry leaves, along with the prod
To start the year off Sunday Jan 25 tdenated by local business people.
club will celebrate Chinese New Year, ygars label had Bill Sterns Morgan a
having a typical Chinese Dinner at Frank feature car , This year who knows?
Carl obs place and thé DatetofPAagust 16/uU0B markechdn
invited for a great-tpgether. cal endar to drive
A treasure hunt run is scheduled for Febaun d ent er t he #A Al I
ary 22 with a short run where the teams will

be expected to find items along a route,

The Vancouver
Coast Branch
welcome new
member Al
Reich to the
club. Al pro-
vided this great
photo of him and
his little brother
sitting on the
running board of
their 1936 Austin
which is taken in
Vancouver in
1947. The caris
a Colwyne Cab-
riolet which is
quite a rare
version of the
Austin 10

e et



