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July 6: 7 PM Meeting,
Location TBA

August 3: 7 PM Meet-
ing, Location TBA

Best Calendar Online:
www.vancouverminiclub.ca

Other OECC Websites:

South Island (Victoria):
www.oecc.ca/sib.htm
Central Island
(Nanaimo):
members.shaw.ca/cioecc
North Island (Comox):
http://oecc-comox.com/
Northern Interior
(Prince George):
www.twobits.org/nibac/
OECC&R:
www.oecc.ca/

Next Roundabout
DEADLINE:

JULY 19

Vancouver Coast Branch Website: members.shaw.ca/oeccvancouver/

Les Hetherington
Wins Oxo Cup
Steve Hutchens

The Old English Car Club &
Registry’s top award is the Oxo
Cup. It was first awarded in 1997
and is considered a significant
honour. Until now it has always
been awarded to a member of one
of the Island branches of OECC&R.

We are proud to announce that
the 2004 winner is Les
Hetherington of the Vancouver
Coast Branch. Les received the
award at  the All British Field Meet
at VanDusen Botanical Gardens in
Vancouver on May 22.

The Oxo Cup
is awarded annu-
ally to a member
who has made a
significant contri-
bution to the So-
ciety as a whole.
“The Wheel,” an
OECC&R publi-
cation, describes
the Oxo Cup, its
history and sig-
nificance as fol-
lows:

“The Oxo Cup
is a Floating Tro-
phy which was
donated by Ian
Cox, one of the
founders of the
Society, and was first presented in
1997. The cup is awarded annu-
ally to a member who has made a
significant contribution to the So-
ciety as a whole. Any member of
the Society in good standing is eli-
gible to receive the award.”

“The qualities looked for in se-
lecting the recipient will be a per-
son whose efforts have directly or
indirectly nourished the club as a
whole. The benefits of the would-
be recipient’s contribution must
have been felt beyond the
recipient’s own Branch.”

“Oxo is the family name given
to a 1963 Triumph van purchased
by Ian Cox in 1969, and which was
the first vehicle registered in the
OECC&R. The van was the family’s

every day workhorse for almost 20 years.
It worked hard and served well. The un-
usual features of the van attracted a lot of
attention which increased the family’s ap-
preciation of it. Ian decided to seek out
other British vehicle owners for the cama-
raderie, and thus the OECC&R was born.
Oxo, the bouillon, is associated with nour-
ishment, the ox with hard work and con-
geniality. When an old Oxo mug was found
in an antique store the trophy was born.”

“The Society President receives nomi-
nations and the Board selects the recipi-
ent. An engraved plate with the person’s
name and the year is attached to the tro-
phy before presentation.”

This is a significant award and it was a
real pleasure to be on hand with a camera
when Dennis Atkinson, the Society Presi-
dent, presented it to Les at VanDusen.

Les Hetherington Awarded the OECC&R Oxo Cup
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Chairperson: Gerry Parkinson 604-943-3824
or gparkinson@knowledgetech.com

Vice-Chair: Fred Bennett 604-939-1773 or
Fax: 604-939-1753

Treasurer: Elaine Lafontaine 604-591-3332 or
Wolseley@lightspeed.ca - Membership renewals:

#73-8190 King George Highway, Surrey, BC V3W 5B7

Secretary: Dennis Nelson 604-599-9032 or
dnelson@dccnet.com - New memberships and

correspondence: 10932 Scarborough Drive,
Delta, BC V4C 7X1

Events Coordinator: Steve Diggins 604-294-6031
or stevied@telus.net

Phone Committee Chief: Walter Reynolds
604-465-6350 or wreynold@uniserve.com

Roundabout Editor: Steve Hutchens 360-733-3568
or sphutchens@yahoo.com - Articles & ads: email or

2090 N Shore Road, Bellingham, WA 98226-7864

Roundabout Printing & Distribution: Richard Taylor
604-298-9347 or mikmaq@telus.net

Library Resources: Ivan Fisher 604-270-1096

Good & Welfare: David Ballantine 604-980-4120
or dballantine@shaw.ca

Rally in the Valley
When: July 2-4
Where: Penticton
Information: www.obcc.ca

Plan Ahead for Major Events
Get your old English car ready!

Brits on the Beach
When: July 17 & 18
Where: Transfer Beach Park, Ladysmith
Information: 250-245-4592

English Car Affair in the Park
When: September 11 & 12
Where: Fort Rodd Hill NHS, Victoria
Information: www.oecc.ca

Whistler Run
When: September 18
Start: North Shore Auto Mall, North Vancouver
Information: 604-253-4145

British Car Father’s Day Picnic
When: June 20
Where: Beacon Hill Park, Victoria
Information: 250-388-5923

Awesome Summer Nite Car Show
When: July 24
Where: Downtown Business Centre, Kelowna
Information: www.downtownkelowna.com

Portland ABFM
When: September 4
Where: Portland International Raceway, Portland
Information: www.abfm.com

Minter Gardens Concours
When: July 18
Where: Minter Gardens, Chilliwack
Information: 1-888-MINTERS

Austin Day in the Park
When: June 13
Start: Deer Lake Park, Burnaby
Information: 604-294-6031

At the Wheel

Ladner-Bellingham Run
When: November 7
Start: Ladner
Information: Watch the Roundabout!

Delta Air Park Vintage Aircraft Day
When: Saturday, July 3
Where: Delta Heritage Air Park
Information: www3.telus.net/airpark/

Royal City Show and Shine
When: July 10 & 11
Where: New Westminster
Information: www.newwestcarshow.com/

BC Highland Games
When: June 26
Where: Coquitlam Town Centre Stadium
Information: www.bchighlandgames.com/

Langley Good Times Cruise-In
When: September 11
Where: Downtown Langley
Information: www.langleycruise-in.com

Western Washington ABFM
When: July 23 & 24
Where: Bellevue Community College, Bellevue
Information: www.abfm-pdx.com

OECC Christmas Dinner & Awards
When: Friday, December 3
Start: Roma Hall, New Westminster
Information: Watch the Roundabout!

Pitt Meadows Airport Car Show
When: August 15, 10AM-3PM
Where: Pitt Meadows Airport
Information: www.pittmeadowsairport.com

Hougen Park All British Picnic
When: September 12
Where: Hougen Park, Abbotsford
Information: 604-859-3134



Hetherington’s Spring Run
Walter Reynolds
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On the morning of Sunday, April 18, 2004, and to
the strains of “She’ll Be Coming ‘Round The Mountain
When She Comes,” the group of old English cars in Les
Hetherington’s run drove through the gates of the Heri-
tage Railway Museum in Squamish. There were eight
old English cars and two modern-day daily drivers. Some
people say that the reason that the daily drivers are
placed at the back of the pack is to pick up the pieces as
they fall off the old cars. As you will read later, that’s
exactly what happened with one vehicle.

Starting from Park Royal North in West Vancouver
the 10 vehicles (Jag, Vauxhall, Morgan, Rover, Metro-
politan, Ford Zephyr, TR8, MG Midget, SUV and pick-up
truck) meandered through West Vancouver and joined
the Sea-to-Sky Highway at Horseshoe Bay. The waits for
each vehicle to be able to get onto the Sea-to-Sky were
sufficiently long to ensure that the vehicles were not
bunched together, thereby not creating any form of pass-
ing-hazard.

The first stop was at Britannia Beach. At “The Beach”
we had coffee and delicious goodies at the (you’ve guessed
it) Britannia Beach Coffee Shop along with a much needed
potty-break (only one bathroom here, so, plan ahead).
During the break, the rain started and those with their
tops down had to scramble to “Up-roof”, so to speak.
Except Steve Hutchens, that is.  He’d decided to leave
the Morgan’s roof at home; baaad decision!

It was still raining when we left the Café, but, for some
reason, there was a mad rush out of the parking lot. So
mad was the rush that Bill Grant’s Ford decided to shuck
a windscreen wiper. I was following the Ford and boy did
that wiper describe a graceful arc as it floated over my
truck. Bill stopped and so did I. I got out to look for the
wiper blade and Bill, being a truly gallant Ford pilot sent
his wife out to look for the blade. She found it and Bill
did his part to attach the blade back onto the wiper arm.
Then off we went to catch up with the others.

The balance of the run into Squamish was unevent-
ful, that is, if you ignore the fact that Les took the wrong

turn (again!)  At the February Valentine’s Day run that
he organized, Les took a wrong turn thereby confusing
those of us who were faithfully following his written di-
rections. This time, the written directions were wrong ...
Ah, consistency. Deserves an award, don’t you think?

The tour of the Museum was well worth the journey.
Not only are there several antique railway carriages and
a mail sorting car, but B.C.’s old friend, the Royal Hudson

languishes on the rails.  Unfortunately it is unprotected,
and who knows how long it will survive uncared for.  Af-
ter the self-guided tour of the Museum we had picnic
lunches. Those of us who hadn’t taken a lunch went into
Squamish to get lunch and (in some cases) brought it
back to the Museum to eat with the others.

At 3 o’clock (or thereabouts) everyone congregated at
the Museum parking lot for a “concours of sorts.”  The
women present did the judging and awards were pre-
sented. I remember Brian’s Rover getting top honours,
but, alas, yours truly didn’t qualify for any honours due
to a (very – some said) dirty engine compartment. As Les
had a spare prize in his prize bag, that was awarded to
Bill for his Ford’s Flying Windshield Wiper. The prize? A
window squeegee.

After the awards, the group started to break up to
wend their individual ways home. A good day, a good
run and lots of fun with a great group of people.  Thanks
Les.



Cam Grinder
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The Club’s second annual Spring Rally was held
on Sunday, May 9, 2004: A fitting event to celebrate
Mother’s Day. After one stretch of the route, some
might say it was a mother-of-a-day!

Meeting point was the Fort parking lot in pic-
turesque Fort Langley. The assembled British au-

tos included a
brand-spanking-
newly-restored-
first-time-out Mini
Cooper of Dave
and Chris Walker.
What a beauty in
red with cream
roof.  And that en-
gine compartment
…Ooo luverly.
But, I salivate.  The

other cars included two Cambridges, a Wolseley,
MGA, MG Midget, Vauxhall Victor, and a Jaguar
XJ6.  Steve Diggins organized the event and, to
chaperone their respective vehicles were Elaine
Lafontaine and Pat Jones, Dave and Chris Walker
with Jerry Chatterton riding shotgun, Gerry
Parkinson and son, Bence and Helen McIntyre,
Itallo Cirilo, Gil Yarrow with navigator Richard Tay-
lor, and yours truly.

While waiting for the witching hour, a fellow
ambled into the parking lot and took great interest
in the cars.  As he had nothing to do that morning
(being a visitor from Georgia, US of A) and as I had
no navigator, Steve asked if I would like to have a
guest as my navigator. I agreed.

At 3 or 4 minute intervals, we were given our
starting instructions and off we went. Our route
description had trivia questions, some of which had
nothing to do with the municipalities through
which we were transgressing. We inspected old cars
in the river bank of the Fraser just east of Bradner

Road and River
Road, looking for
an Austin car
(yeh, right);
looked for large
chickens (which
turned out to be
ostriches);  an-
swered ques-

tions about the first car to drive across Canada
and the first car shipped into B.C.; tried to answer
the question on (here’s the answer) steeply pitched
roofs, and answered what was special about the
Foden truck of 19XX.

Diggins’ Spring Run
Walter Reynolds

Journey’s end was at the Fort Pub for a most
welcome potty-break, drink and food (in that or-
der). Steve tallied up the results while everyone
else bragged about what they considered were the
correct answers to the questions. Once food was
out of the way, Steve reviewed the answers to the
questions (much to the negative delight of the
couple sitting opposite to us who were trying to
watch the Canada vs. ? hockey game) and then
presented prizes. The prizes were bottles of fruit
wine from the Fort Winery in Fort Langley and they
were awarded for the top three scores and the low-
est score. Elaine and Pat received first prize, the
Parkinson’s won second (or was it third) and I won
third (or was it second).  Anyhow, that’s how I re-
call the prizes being awarded. Oh yes, low score
winner was Itallo.

Some concerns were raised about the route
having included the (usually) washed out Bradner
Road hill. At the time of our passing along that
part of the world, the road was REALLY washed
out – more like washed up. Bence was almost push-
ing his Midget up the hill. The road was so
washboardy that at one bad point my Cambridge

stalled. Just stopped dead; no lights, no engine,
no nuffin’. It started fine though, but it had Rob-
ert, my navigator, a bit worried. He thought he’d
have to hike back to the Fort.

If one sets the Bradner Road condition to the
background, the rally was a good one and a plea-
surable way to gear up for the festivities and obli-
gations encumbent with Mother’s Day. Thanks,
Steve.
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The last paragraph of Les Foster’s article in the
last Roundabout read: “Of additional interest, Ian
Cox says that Kamloops has the oldest British ve-
hicle in BC in their museum, a 1909 Wolseley. It

Early Cars in B.C.
Editor’s Note

could be the oldest surviving British vehicle origi-
nally sold in North America.” This article sparked
an interest with two of our members, John Peirson
and Steve Diggins. John submitted an article about
this car and other early cars in B.C. and elsewhere
in Canada and Steve submitted an article about this
car. I think readers will find both articles interest-
ing - and Ian Cox was part right. Read on!

Art Cleme’s

1904 Wolseley
Steve Diggins

This small car is one of the first and possibly the
first British car to be imported to North America.  It
was brought over here at a time when the car was
still not a fully accepted mode of transportation.
The horse could still outperform these early cars in
many ways. Art Cleme’s Wolseley is one of the most
significant British cars in the country and the con-
tinent. The following is an excerpt from G. W.
Taylor’s “The Automobile Saga of British Columbia,
1864-1914” telling of this pioneer car.

“The Wolseley Motor & Tool Co., was created to
take over the patents and manufacturing interests
of Herbert Austin, the future Sir Herbert and
founder of the Austin Motor Co. Leg. The first tow
Wolseley models were produced in 1901, one with
a one-cylinder gasoline engine and the other with
two cylinders. One or both of these models was
shown at the Paris Exhibition of 1901. A visitor to
that exhibition was Art Clemes of Spences Bridge,
British Columbia. Art Clemes was the leading busi-
nessman of this small community on the Thomp-
son River, seventy miles west of Kamloops on the
main line of the C.P.R. He ran the general store and
the hotel in the town and acted as postmaster. While
on holiday in Europe he took in the exhibition and
was captivated by the car. When he returned, he
could not escape from its attraction and in 1904 he
placed an order with the Wolseley Co. to have one
shipped to British Columbia. The shipment came
via the Horn as this was the conventional way most
of the bicycles came in pre-automobile days. If it
had come on the more convenient route across the
Atlantic, it would have had to be stripped down and
crated. There was nobody in Spences Bridge or
Kamloops at that time possessed of the knowledge
of how to assemble an automobile. It arrived in 1904
and was the first gasoline-driven automobile to run
in the interior of British Columbia. It remained in
the Spences Bridge-Merritt area until 1936 when it
was brought down by one of the White Motor Freight
trucks to take part in Vancouver’s Jubilee Parade.
It then went on display in a window of the Hudson’s

Old English Cars in N.A.
John Peirson

In the excellent Roundabout for March and April
2004, that arrived here this morning, there is a note
from Ian Cox: “Kamloops has the oldest British ve-
hicle in BC in their museum, a 1909 Wolseley. It could
be the oldest surviving British vehicle originally sold
in North America”.

If Ian’s date of 1909 is right, then there are two
earlier Rolls-Royce cars that were sold new to North
America and that have survived, namely chassis 60553
(on test March 1907) and chassis 60565 (on test June
1907).

Alas none of the very early Rolls-Royce cars that
came to Canada have survived. The first sold new in
Canada was chassis 60532, also a 1907 car. It went
to Ketchum and Co. in Ottawa, car dealers who im-
ported several Rolls-Royce cars in the 1907-1910 pe-
riod. It is thought Fred Booth, son of a wealthy lum-
ber baron, bought it. The 1909 car, chassis 1120, sold
new to Mrs. Cawthra in Toronto. It spent much of its
life in a museum in Pennsylvania, but was sold in
1996 and now lives with a wealthy collector in En-
gland, happily still very original, still with its original
landaulette body, in excellent condition.

The oldest surviving Rolls-Royce that was sold new
in Canada and is still in Canada is chassis 1859, a
1912 car. Sir John Craig Eaton was its first owner.
Lady Eaton liked the car and christened it “Ladybird”
and retained it till her death. It went to the USA, and
then returned and was part of the Craven collection
until that was broken up. It is now in the Canadian
Automotive Museum in Oshawa, in a rather rundown
condition, but still with its original limousine body.

The first Rolls-Royce to come to B.C. was a 1910
car, chassis 1429, bought by C. M. Marpole and later
owned by R. V. Winch, with a touring car body. Until
recently, Winch’s daughter-in-law was alive and liv-
ing in West Van and remembered going on her honey-
moon in California in the car. This car has probably
not survived. Winch bought a new 1911 car, chassis
1550, but that was probably scrapped in the 1940s or
1950s.

A 1912 car, chassis 1713, was bought in England
by Joseph Martin, a lawyer who was briefly Premier of
B.C. He brought it with him when he came to B.C.
Colonel Victor Spencer owned it in the 1930s, but when

Continued on page 6, column 1 Continued on page 6, column 2


