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UPCOMING EVENTS                 
Tues. Oct. 4th at 7:00pm Branch 
Meeting at the Jim Ratsoy auto col-
lection, 12391 Gilbert Road, Rich-
mond                                          

Tues. Nov. 1 at 7:00pm Branch 
meeting at BC Society of Railroad 
Engineers Clubhouse (Rainbow 
Station), 120 N. Willingdon Ave., 
Burnaby. This is our annual branch 
AGM where officers will be elected 
for the coming year.                       
Sunday Nov. 6th London to Brighton 
Commemorative Run starting at 
Rainbow Station and ending on the 
beach in White Rock. First car out at 
10.00am .                                      

Dec. 6th at 6:00pm Annual Christ-
mas party at Country Meadows Golf 

Course, 8400 No. 6 Rd., Richmond. 

EDITORõS BIT   Thanks to all of 
contributors for this issue, it is much 
appreciated. Having said that, Iôm 
always looking for new material to fill 
these pages and would love to hear 
from some more members who have 

a story to tell.                                    

Cars of Branch members 

and their Stories  

By Walter Reynolds  

 

The Vehicle Collection of Steve Diggins  

 

This month, in his own words, Steve Diggins tells us 

the story of his collection of vehicles.  

 

 

Steve at 18 with brother Glen.     Steve photo.  

 

Steveõs first British car was a 1949 MGTC and he has 

owned many other types since. However, this article 

covers his current inventory of British cars and trucks 

in their many forms. See OECC Spanner, Volume 6, 

Summer 2007 for more MGTC photos and Steveõs his-

tory with the British car hobby. Steve now tells his 

story. 

 

1936 Morris 8 Roadster:  The car I am currently 

working on and I consider a keeper is a very rare 1936 

Morris 8 Roadster which was modified into a sports 

racer. This was done in the early to mid -fifties and 

represents the end of an era when you could take an 

old chassis, build your own race car and hit the track. 

When this one did race at Abbotsford Airport (before 

there was a Westwood), purpose -built tube frame race 

cars from builders such as Lotus and Cooper were be-

ginning to arrive. The little Morris was obsolete before 

the first green flag fell, however, the owner had fun 

and lived to tell me about it. Safety equipment was a 

little sparse back then; there were no roll bars and in 

this car, the gas tank was a small aluminum beer keg 

strapped to the parcel shelf directly behind the driver.  

 

 

Builder, Dr. Michael Seal (centre) with Morris 8 

in racing form. Steve Diggins Collection photo.  

 

 I came across this car by chance in the early 1990s 

when I was putting out the free publication òWestern 

Classicsó for motoring enthusiasts. I would quite often 

come home from Vancouver on 12 th  Avenue, passing 

by Trout Lake Park. One time when I was stuck in 

traffic, I glanced down the lane on the east side sepa-

rating the park from the houses. One house had a 

high fence around the backyard but I could see the 

roofs of two cars parked inside. I recognized them im-

mediately as being Triumph Mayflowers. So I thought 

I should go knock on the door one day and see what 

was happening with these two unusual cars. I did that 

and the owner was amazed I knew what they were 

and took me out back for a look. While looking at the 

Mayflowers I noticed a wire -wheeled chassis under a 

rotting tarp to one side. I asked what it was and he 
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told me it was a very special locally -built race car 

based on a 1936 Morris which saw action in the mid -

fifties. He also said it was not for sale.  

 

 

1936 Morris 8 convertibles, similar to how 

Steveõs car originally would have looked.        

Diggins/OECC Collections.  

 

 The Mayflowers, on the other hand, were something 

he wanted to find a new home for and wasnõt really 

interested in any money. I told him about the Western 

Classics and showed him the section called, òSave A 

Classicó which was for freebies. He said sure put them 

in and hopefully someone will take them. I said I 

would do that and before leaving, gave him my card. I 

also told him that if he wanted to part with the Morris 

racer I would be interested because I just love that 

sort of thing.  

 He called me about five years later to say that the 

Mayflower advert worked and that he was selling his 

house and has decided to part with the Morris. He told 

me that if I wanted the car I could have it. He thought 

I was the right person for the car. Well, I was one 

happy guy and with the help of a friend we went over 

and retrieved the racer.  

 

 

Morris 8õs grill ready to be fitted, but not yet.       

Walter photo.  

 

I am now restoring it and hope to have it on the road 

next year. There is more to tell about this interesting 

car and I will write an article on it when the restora-

tion is complete.  

 

 

Restoration work progressing, August 2011.     

Walter photo . 

 

1958 Austin A95 Westminster:  This two -tone green 

car has had a ground -up restoration. It has a 2.6 litre 

six-cylinder engine with a Borg Warner automatic 

transmission. It is a very nice touring car. I recently 

had a problem with the brakes. I put on a master cyl-

inder with a dual system (MGB), but couldnõt get the 

brakes to work properly, especially the fronts. I now 

have it figured out. Although the new master cylinder 

has the same bore as the old one it has less of a stroke 

so less fluid gets to the front four wheel cylinders. I 

will get this fixed and away we go. This car is now for 

sale. 

 

 

!958 Austin A95 Westminster following restora-

tion; at the Fort Langley Run, April 2009.           

Walter photo.  
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1951 Austin A40 Devon:  I have known of this car for 

about 20 years and it has been in dry storage for all 

those years. It is straight, solid and very close to being 

rust free. It still has its original dark green paint 

which, for the most part is in pretty nice condition.  

I am doing quite a bit of work to it such as having all 

four shocks rebuilt In England along with the fuel 

pump. The steering box has also been rebuilt. The 

complete braking system has been redone. This in-

cludes all new pipes and hoses. It has also been up-

graded to full hydraulics by using a Somerset rear end 

and a larger diameter master cylinder. The Devons 

had rod actuated rear brakes which didnõt work too 

well.  

 

 

I am also redoing the complete interior, including the 

wood graining on the dashboard and window frames. 

There are also new sets of tires, hub caps and beauty 

rims to go on. This is going to be a very nice car and I 

will put it up for sale at a reasonable price to move it 

along. 

 

1950 Austin K2, Two Ton Truck:  My big truck has 

an interesting story to it. Apparently, the truck has 

never been on the road. It started life in an open pit 

mine with a drilling rig on the back. Next it was used 

at an orchard in the Okanagan with a tree -spraying 

unit on it. After its usefulness on the farm ran out, 

someone took a liking to it and had the local garage 

redo all the brakes.  

 

 

 

Steve with his K2 truck, August, 2011.             

Walter photo . 

 

Unfortunately, while it was there, the garage caught 

on fire. The truck didnõt get burned but a heavy beam 

fell down and crushed the roof. A fellow British car 

enthusiast asked the owner what he was going to do 

with it and was told that the insurance paid for it and 

he didnõt want it anymore. So, it changed hands again 

just to save it and was put into a storage yard. I then 

heard about it and had it brought down from Summer-

land.  

The truck has 22,700 miles on it and aside from a few 

bubbles on the bottom of the doors is rust free. Just 

this year, I have started to work on it. The previous 

owner had pushed the roof out to where it should be 

and I have been trying to do some smoothing -out 

panel beating. Mechanically, it shouldnõt need much 

except having the braking system checked out and a 

new vacuum booster put on.  

 

1950 Austin K2 flat bed truck.                           

Post Vintage Car Club of Tasmania photo.  

 

Steve with the Austin A40 Devon.               

Walter photo.  
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The K2 has new tires on the front but I have to re-

place the four original Dunlops on the back. All the 

sheet metal including the cab is ready for small re-

pairs and cleaning. I have a few new parts from Eng-

land such as a wiring loom and I look forward to get-

ting it on the road for the first time in its life.  

 The truck will have a flat deck on the back and might 

be seen carrying little old British cars to various 

events. 

 

1953 Austin Somerset Convertible:  This is a rare 

two door convertible A40 with the body done by Car-

bodies of Coventry. About one hundred of these are 

left world wide. It is a very rusty car and will be a ma-

jor project to put right. It is currently on hold.  

 

1953 Austin Somerset convertible.                   

Internet photo . 

 

1950 Morris Commercial J van:  This unusual and 

rare little delivery van was originally used by a furni-

ture store in Duncan. It is the forerunner of the cube 

van but is very 1940s aerodynamic with a split wind-

screen and curved bodywork: A very stylish and cute 

little unit!  

About seventy -five J vans are known to exist world 

wide from the seven thousand plus built between 1950 

and 1957. The majority of these vans are now in Aus-

tralia and Britain. There are about eight known of in 

North America of which three are in B.C. This is the 

fifth oldest one known of and is the oldest LHD model 

remaining. It is powered by a 1500 cc flat head four 

cylinder engine so would have pretty good around 

town performance. I think it would make a great 

Club -truck for taking our booth and banners to vari-

ous events. What do you think?  

 

 

The Chassis:  I have three chassis which are close to 

complete and which include frames, axles, springs and 

engines. They are all 1930s Canadian LHD models 

and I have plans for each one. They are, in order of 

priority:  

 1932 Austin 10:  First year of production and Austinõs 

best seller in the 1930s. It will probably be built as a 

boat-tailed sports.  

 1934 Austin 7:  Last year of the chrome rads and will 

be rebuilt as a panel van.  

 1937 Austin 10:  This will also be built as a van. It is 

a van chassis with heavier springs at the rear.  

 

 I also have a second 1936 Morris 8 Roadster  in 

storage. This LHD example is very solid but needs a 

complete restoration. And then there is the horribly 

rusted -out Hampshire pickup which I would like to 

save, but, Iõve got to go as Iõve a lot of work to do. 

 

And there we have this monthõs story. The Cars of 

Branch Members and their Stories continues in future 

issues as follows (subject to change): December 2011 ð 

Ken & Pat Miles; February 2012 ð Peter Pel; April 

2012 ð Alan & Mary Lou Miles. As this section is for 

members to blow their own horn, so to speak, contact 

me if you want to tell us about your British vehicles.  

Steveõs 1950 Morris Commercial J van while 

still owned by Steve Harris, May 2008.                

Walter photo.  
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ECAIP 2011  

By John Chapman  

 

For me, ECAIP marks the end of the motoring season 

just as Van Dusen marks the start.  So, with a little 

sadness in the back of my mind, Mary -Jane and I set 

off on Friday morning for the ferry terminal in our 

Morgan. It was a beautiful sunny day and the crossing 

was uneventful. We arrived in Victoria at around 2 

oõclock, had a wander around town and had a spot of 

lunch in one of the many chic coffee shops near the 

harbour. That evening we drove out to Sooke and had 

a most enjoyable evening with some friends from the 

South Island branch, Peter and Daphne Lee. Now, 

Peter, being an old English car enthusiast and a resto-

ration wizard has built, among many things, an MG 

special. Broadly speaking, itõs an MG Y type chassis 

with MGB running gear and a very well handmade 

roadster body. Peter had invited me to accompany him 

to the local MG car club slalom event Saturday morn-

ing at the Western Speedway circuit just north of Vic-

toria.  

On Saturday morning  I arrived at the circuit to be 

greeted by a friendly bunch of people driving all sorts 

of cars from a new Toyota Corolla to a 1961 frog eye 

Sprite with everything in between. Corvette, B.M.W, 

Mazda and Mercedes to name just a few. There was 

even a very nice freshly restored E -Type Jaguar 

coupe. It didnõt take much to be persuaded to enter 

the Morgan. So I handed over my money, borrowed a 

crash helmet and waited my turn. I managed to get 

three timed runs in before I had to leave. The results 

are worked out from your best timed run. So out of 41 

participants I came in 3 rd  ......................................  from 

last. Donõt laugh, I was only a couple of seconds away 

from the pack and it wasnõt that bad considering the 

engine is 45 years old and is very tired and I did beat 

the E -Type. I had one heck of a lot of fun but had to 

get back to Victoria for the Saturday afternoon drive 

which is part of the Ecaip weekend.  

Mary -Jane and I arrived at the North end of Elk Lake 

along with 29 other participants for the 1 ½ hour drive 

in glorious sunshine. The only other participants from 

the mainland were Elaine and Pat (plus baby) in 

Elaineõs freshly restored Austin A55 Cambridge. After 

many draw prizes were handed out, I won a $5 card 

from Lordco, we all set off around the countryside of 

Saanich. The country lanes were very picturesque, itõs 

a shame that we donõt have anything like it on the 

lower mainland. Unfortunately, we did have a casu-

alty, Elaineõs Cambridge blew a head gasket but man-

aged to limp through the rest of the weekend smoking 

profusely from the exhaust.  

Saturday night was spent in òThe Four Mileó 

pub/restaurant with a large contingent of the South 

Island branch. Excellent food and good company. A 

great time was had by all.  

Woke up early Sunday morning to another beautiful 

sunny day. After breakfast at Tim Hortonõs we drove 

out to Fort Rodd Hill for the show. 120 cars turned up 

in all this year, mostly from the southern part of the 

Island. The only cars from the mainland were Elaineõs 

Cambridge and our Morgan. A little disappointing 

considering the weather. I like this show as invariably 

something very rare or exotic comes out of obscurity to 

delight the public and other participants. And this 

year was no exception with the first showing after a 9 

year restoration of a 1934 Lagonda Rapier. I was spell 

bound and had to go back several times for another 

look and to stare at it resplendent in itõs burgundy 

paint. Another car that I had seen before but to my 

mind deserves a mention was Bruce Maycockõs pretty 

dark green 1934 singer lemans. These two vehicles are 

not just cars they are mobile art forms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the show, we had an easy drive back to the ferry 

terminal and caught the 4 oõclock back to the 

mainland. All in all, a most enjoyable weekend spent 

with old English cars in beautiful sunshine. My 

thanks goes out to the members of the South Island 

branch who I have found to be an extremely friendly 

bunch and who, once again, organised a fantastic 

weekend. 

1934 Singer LeMans  

1934 Lagonda Rapier  
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The Datsun - Austin         

Connection  

By Brian Culpan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

(Originally published in Classic Van & Pickup, 

August 2010)  

Submitted by Les Foster  

 

In todayõs automotive industry, itõs virtually impossible to 

pin down a vehicle to one particular manufacturer or 

country.  Components are sourced from all parts of the 

globe and equally, assembly could be handled just about 

anywhere in the world. On top of 

that, there have been so many 

takeovers, buy outs and partner-

ships that keeping up with the 

times is a most confusing busi-

ness. Collaboration between 

manufacturers is nothing new, of 

course, and a prime example was 

the Triumph Acclaim of the 

1980s, which was the result of a 

joint effort by BL and Honda 

(basically the car was rebadged a 

Honda Balllade).  

But close connections between 

firms many thousands of miles 

apart go back a lot further than 

the eighties and the tale of Datsun 

and Austin is a case in point. In 

fact, the early history of Datsun, 

itself, is a subject of some consid-

erable interest. The companyõs 

roots can be traced back to three 

business partners ð Den, Aoyama, 

and Takeuchi ð who made cars in 

Japan from 1912 and they used 

their initials to form the marquee 

name DAT from 1915. The vehicle 

that followed was known as the 

son of DAT, Datson, but òsonó is 

another word for òlossó in Japa-

nese so the negative aspect of the 

name was realized and it was 

modified to become Datsun. This 

had the bonus of referring to the 

sun depicted in the national flag.  

Datsun went from strength to 

strength, of course, and their commercial vehicles were 

based on American styles, and made for the Japanese 

army from the mid - 1920s. The Nissan name tag was later 

adopted and heavy commercials were always badged as 

Nissan, but the light, car -derived vehicles continued as 

Datsun.   

After World War Two ended, American forces occupied 

Japan and under the direction of General MacArthur, 

took control of government and factories for several years. 

The bombed Nissan factory was rebuilt in 1946, but for 

the next two years, it had to concentrate on building 

mainly trucks. When restrictions were lifted and lacking 

funds to develop new models, the company looked around 

Europe for a partner to license it to build cars. In Decem-

ber, 1952, it managed to sign a seven year òtechnological 

co-operation agreementó with Austin. The result was Nis-

san got the rights to assemble CKD (completely knocked 

down) kits of the A40 Somerset and market this saloon 

from April, 1953. The engine was the A -series 1,200cc 

unit, producing around 40bhp.  

The agreement called on Nissan to source all components 

locally within two years ð this was done gradually, but 

very effectively. So by the time of 

the replacement A50 Cambridge 

with the larger, 1,500cc B -series 

engine came along in December, 

1954, the Japanese version was 

produced completely by Nissan. 

These versions of the engines were 

built to a higher quality and bal-

ance, didnõt leak oil and were reli-

able.  There is merit in improving 

an existing design, but letõs take 

credit for coming up with the 

original idea in the first place. The 

agreement also let Nissan use the 

Austin engines and chassis as 

bases for other vehicles, such as 

the Nissan Junior B40.  

The agreement expired in March, 

1960, but Nissanõs next genera-

tion of engines was seen by many 

as blatant copies of the B -series 

power units ð many at Longbridge 

were incandescent with rage. It 

was rumoured that BMC seriously 

considered taking legal action, but 

was persuaded by the American 

government not to ð òafter all, 

Nissan was a small time player 

and no threat to the mighty 

BMCó. How wrong that assump-

tion was because within a decade, 

the roles would be reversed.  

Leaving aside the car production 

story, Nissan had also been busy 

developing their own design of a 

small ute ð the first was the Se-

ries 120 of 1955. This compact sized pickup would, they 

hoped, set a trend when it was introduced to the Ameri-

can market in 1959 as the Datsun 1000 Model 220. Its 

competitors were large gas - guzzlers with V8 engines and 

Datsun were going to try and tempt their drivers out of 

The Datsun 1200 pick -up was quite a 

sleek looker for its era  

The Austin is of similar size to the Da-

tsun, but styles are 11 years apart. The 

A40õs loadbed is box-shaped and purely 

functional . 
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those monsters and into something smaller and far more 

economical.  

It was an uphill struggle because the Datsun had only 

37bhp from a tiny 988cc OHV, four cylinder engine ð 

bearing in mind the Americansõ love of cubes and sheer 

grunt ð and worse of all, it could only haul 10cwt. How-

ever each year saw a few hundred more sold. Soon, a more 

powerful version was announced with a new 1,189cc E 

series 48bhp motor. It was a very controversial design, 

looking very much like a BMC B -series. Within a year, the 

power had been increased to 60bhp thanks to a new, twin -

barrelled carburettor and revised camshaft.  

When my good friends at the Heri-

tage Wheels Collection told me at 

the end of November last year that 

theyõd just been to see (and photo-

graph for me) a rare Datsun pick -up, 

I was excited. Shortly after, they 

rang to say they had managed to 

buy it and now, I couldnõt wait to go 

and see it. This featured pick -up is 

in good condition and an example of 

the third series ð the Datsun 320. 

Production of this model ran during 

the period August, 1961 to August, 

1965 and this one was built in Yoko-

homa and exported to America in 

1964. Unsurprisingly, they were 

said to be very popular with Japa-

nese landscape gardeners and this 

one came from that state to the UK, 

latterly owned in Rushden, North-

amptonshire. The age related plate, 

DTO 97B (from a Nottingham se-

ries), was allocated on 13 August, 

1999 and the original colour may 

have been grey. That is all the 

known history at this time and if 

you can help, any additional infor-

mation would be most welcome.  

One glance under the bonnet imme-

diately reminded me of Austinõs 

power units ð so how about a back to back comparison 

with a similar British design of pick -up, albeit several 

years older? No problem for the Heritage Wheels Collec-

tion staff and they quickly brought out their Austin A40 

pick -up from 1953, registered PYD 471 (a Somerset se-

ries) which had spent 50 years with the same owner. It 

was first registered on 1 November, 1953, a GOU4 model, 

and so has the 1200cc A40 series engine.  This was 

changed in Sept., 1954 for a new engine design with iden-

tical bore an stroke dimensions, but with a beefier block 

capable of being bored out considerably ð the B -series 

small -bore 1200cc. 

I sampled the Japanese pick -up first. It is physically 

smaller than the Austin and the cab is particularly tiny. 

My dimensions are very compact and I found the legroom 

just adequate. How a bulky American rancher would 

manage I donõt know ð I donõt think he could even get into 

the cab.  

Most of the Datsun pick -ups had a column gearchange in 

typical Japanese fashion, but the last few (like this one) 

got a very precise floor change for its four speed gearbox 

and was free of any gear -crunching. Steering is very light 

and precise and the two spoke steering wheel gave an un-

interrupted view of the instruments. Front suspension is 

independent using double wishbones and torsion bars 

with semi -elliptic leaf springs at the rear.  

It was available with a two - piece 

body with detachable sheet -metal 

tray (loadbed) L320, chassis/cab 

(320) or one piece body pick-up 

(N320). Early versions had a narrow 

grille with round flashing indicators, 

later ones had a wider grille with 

rectangular indicator lenses with 

one corner rounded off. The Japa-

nese, like us, drive on the left, so 

making the pick -ups immediately 

available for markets down under 

was no problem. This one, as stated, 

came from the USA so has left hand 

drive.  

By comparison, the Austin has a 

narrow cab, but still far more leg 

and headroom. Under the bonnet, 

there is a similar looking engine of 

similar capacity and a four speed 

column change deals with swapping 

ratios. It features a large, three - 

spoke, sprung steering wheel, inde-

pendent front suspension by double 

wishbones and coil springs and leaf 

at the rear. Similarly, this pick -up 

also has two - piece bodywork, and 

relies on semaphore indicators  

Despite being very similar in some 

respects, the two pick -ups are, in 

fact, 11 years apart chronologically. 

The Datsunõs true contemporary was the larger, A50-

based pick-up with the bigger B -series engine. Nissan 

would soon adopt this idea and storm America with the 

520 Series based on the then -new 410 Bluebird saloon 

with larger engine and larger body. This proved to be the 

turning point in conquering America and sales rocketed to 

the tens of thousands, but thatõs another story for another 

time. The Datsun name was dropped completely at the 

end of 1983 ð all were then badged as Nissans. My very 

sincere thanks to the management and staff of the Heri-

tage Wheels Collection for providing two fascinating vehi-

cles for me to compare.  

 

 

Brian Culpan found leg an head-

room limited in the Datsun  

Austinõs cab is pleasant and roomy 
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AUTOJUMBLE  

English Cars & Parts  

For Sale and Wanted  

See more ads at  

oecc.ca/vcb  
 under the Autojumble menu  

 

For Sale: 1962 Sunbeam Alpine, great condition, 

1592cc, 4 spd, engine rebuilt last year by Coquitlam 

Automotive, diff. and brakes done in 2008.                        

$9,800.00 obo. Alan 604-838-2145 

WELCOME TO THE OECC !WELCOME TO THE OECC !WELCOME TO THE OECC !    

John McDonald, Port Coquitlam,John McDonald, Port Coquitlam,John McDonald, Port Coquitlam,    

1949 Austin A401949 Austin A401949 Austin A40    

Gerry Brebner, RichmondGerry Brebner, RichmondGerry Brebner, Richmond    

1962 Healey 3000, 1961 Healey Sprite, 1962 Healey 3000, 1961 Healey Sprite, 1962 Healey 3000, 1961 Healey Sprite, 

1961 Jaguar 3.8, 1974 Triumph Spitfire, 1961 Jaguar 3.8, 1974 Triumph Spitfire, 1961 Jaguar 3.8, 1974 Triumph Spitfire, 

1947 MG TC1947 MG TC1947 MG TC    

Steve Hutchens receives the much cov-

eted Fawlty Towers award for his and 

Celiaõs last place finish at the Fort Lang-

ley run. The award was given out by 

Steve Diggins during the Sept. meeting 

at RX Autoworks.  

 

Early Triumph Spitfire driving in front of the Coli-

seum in Rome (third vehicle, in front of blue van).  I 

was surprised to see quite a few old English cars on 

the road during our recent trip to Italy. Also seen, a 

beautiful TR6 in Tuscany, a Morgan in Rome, five or 

six Series Land Rovers, several late 90õs Jags, two or 

three Minis  and a newer MG.  

Mark your calendars!  

Ric McDonald has set the 

dates for next yearõs Brits 

ôRound B.C. It will start on 

Sunday, June 24th in Hope 

and end on Wed., July 4th in Pemberton.            

It is tentatively planned to have the club AGM, 

which our branch is hosting, on the starting 

weekend. More details will be available in the 

next issue.  

Reminder!                                                           
Membership renewals are due by the end of Dec. Renewal 

forms can be printed off the club website and sent to Colin 

Crabbe at the address listed below. Dues are $20.00 if paid 

by the end of Dec. or $25.00 after that.  


