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A TREASURE IN THE WRECKING YARD
Steve Diggins

A few years back Elaine Fontaine was
spreading the word that she was looking
for a mid fifties Austin A55 to restore. A
fellow Brit car enthusiast told her he had
been to a wrecking yard in Clinton and
saw a station wagon which looked to be in
pretty nice shape. So she told her boy
friend and fellow Austin aficionado Pat
Jones about this. Patrick knows his
Austins and said they never made an A55
wagon, but could this be an A95 wagon?
The A55 had a 1500cc four cylinder engine but the A95 a slightly larger car, had
the 2.6L six cylinder engine. The A95
wagon is a very rare car and this would be
quite a find. With an air of excitement the
next thing to do was to go have a look.
Early one Saturday Elaine and Pat were
off to Clinton with me invited along for this
wrecking yard safari. (Oh, how I love a
good wrecking yard safari). Arriving in
Clinton, we located the yard and stopped
in. There is an old fella by the name of Rex
who runs the place and he told us where
to look for the Austin. It’s a good thing he
pointed us in the right direction because
there were a couple of hundred cars in
there and usually stacked two high on top
of each other. In some places the top ones
formed arches you had to duck under. This
was not your usual wrecking yard and
looking a little dangerous to me. However,
we checked out everything in there.
Thankfully the Austin was tucked away out
of sight behind a shed with nothing
stacked on top of it. Back in 1968 when

Rex and his brother brought the car in they
thought it was so nice they wanted to fix it
up. They put it in a special space to protect
it from some of the local kids who enjoy
throwing rocks and breaking windows. It
had sat there ever since with the weeds
growing up around.
Well here it was, an A95 wagon, 1957 and
what nice condition. Sure the interior was
completely sun rotted but the body is as
straight and rust free as you will ever find.
All the chrome was there and looking to be
in very good condition. The engine wasn’t
in it. This had been sent out many years

ago for rebuild and somehow got lost. Not
a big deal because engines aren’t that
hard to find. What an amazing find of a
rare and beautiful car.
Within days of our visit to Clinton, Elaine
struck a deal with Rex and retrieved the
car back to the coast where it is now in
safe dry storage. The proper designation
for this car is an Austin Westminster Countryman. The six cylinder Austins were
called Westminsters and the station wagon
versions were called Countryman. The
A95 is a model production number. There
are only two known examples in this country, the other in Ontario and world wide
there are eleven. In the fifties when Queen
Elizabeth made her first visit to Canada
she toured the countryside in one.
Good for Elaine. She found a treasure in a
wrecking yard and now it is hers to enjoy.
We will enjoy seeing it when restored.

A factory photo of an
Austin Westminster Countryman

If you have found an L.B.C. (Lovely
British Classic) and dragged it out of
the bush, the barn or old garage please
share your story with us.

Hats off to Art Cleme, BC’s First British Car Enthusiast

This model of Wolseley was first produced in 1901. It was designed from the ground up as a car. A number of other vehicles of the time incorporated bicycle design which proved too weak or wagon technology which was obsolete for car use. Wolseley was already known for making race cars. This production car could be
the forerunner of the sports car. It is a light and low (for the time) two seater with a steering wheel (not a tiller) for better control at speed.

Art Cleme’s 1903 Wolseley is one of the
first and possibly THE first British car to be
imported to North America. It was brought
over here at a time when the car was still
not a fully accepted mode of transportation. The horse could still out perform
these early cars in many ways. Art
Cleme’s Wolseley is one of the most significant British cars in the country and the
continent. The following is an excerpt from
G.W. Taylor’s “The Automobile Saga of
British Columbia, 1864 -1914” telling of
this pioneer car.
The Wolseley Motor & Tool Co., was created to take over the patents and manufacturing interests of Herbert Austin, the
future Sir Herbert and founder of the Austin Motor Co. Ltd. The first two Wolseley
models were produced in 1901, one with a
one-cylinder gasoline engine and the other
with two cylinders. One or both of these
models was shown at the Paris Exhibition
of 1901. A visitor to that exhibition was Art
Clemes of Spences Bridge, British Columbia. Art Clemes was the leading businessman of this small community on the
Thompson River, seventy miles west of
Kamloops on the main line of the C.P.R.
He ran the general store and the hotel in
the town and acted as postmaster. While
on holiday in Europe he took in the exhibi-

-tion and was captivated by the car. When
he returned, he could not escape from its
attraction and in 1904 he placed an order
with the Wolseley Co. to have one shipped
to British Columbia. The shipment came
via the Horn as this was the conventional
way most of the bicycles came in preautomobile days. If it had come on the
more convenient route across the Atlantic,
it would have had to be stripped down and
crated. There was nobody in Spences
Bridge or Kamloops at that time possessed of the knowledge of how to assemble an automobile. It arrived in 1904 and
was the first gasoline-driven automobile to
run in the interior of British Columbia. It
remained in the Spences Bridge-Merritt
area until 1936 when it was brought down
by one of the White Motor Freight trucks to
take part in Vancouver’s Jubilee Parade. It
then went on display in a window of the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s store on Granville Street. Thirty years later it was still in
the hands of the Clemes family at their
residence in Surrey. Today it is a prized
possession of the Provincial Transport
Museum.
The story of how this automobile came into
the interior of British Columbia is fascinating. It must have been a very compelling
reason that pushed Mr. Art Clemes into
buying it. It was a two-seater, painted red,

giving it a stylish appearance. Chain
driven, the brake and gearshift were on the
outside. Two acetylene lamps in front of
the dashboard on opposite sides gave the
front end a smart look. Novel and new for
the time was the steering done by a wheel
and not a tiller. There was no protection for
the driver or his passenger—a pronounced
disadvantage for any user in British Columbia. At that time there were no facilities
or personnel for maintenance and repair in
the whole interior of British Columbia.
Spare parts were in a factory in southern
England weeks away. The roads were bad
or non-existent. The car had not the power
to climb some of the steeper grades found
on many interior roads. Physical force was
the only means available to push it up. As
far as is known, Art Clemes had no mechanical training or ability, although one of
the family was an engineer. Its cost FOB
factory was in the neighbourhood of L300,
plus another L150 or more for freight. This
was a staggering sum for a country storekeeper and one is left to wonder why the
purchase was made.
EDITOR’S NOTE: This important early car is still
here and can be seen in the Kamloops museum. It is
listed as a 1904 model because that is the year it
arrived here but is more likely from 1902 or 1903.

EVENTS WE ENJOY GOING TO
The Vancouver All British Field Meet—May 20, Van Dusen Botanical Gardens where you can see everything from Austin 7’s to Lagondas plus 50’s and 60’s classics

Historic Races at Mission—May 27 and 28
Where you can see, hear and watch great vintage racing cars from production based British sports cars to
exotic purposely built race cars. If you come out in your classic car you can tour the track on Sunday.

COUNT THE
BRITISH CARS
Here is a picture of the Delta Drive-In on
opening night in May of 1953. There are a
number of British cars in the mix. Some
are quite clearly seen and others, maybe
partly obscured, are a little hard to figure
out. So, the clearly seen ones we will refer
to as ‘definites’ and the harder ones will be
‘maybes’. Make a list of ‘definites’ and
‘maybes’ and either mail it to me or fax it to
me. The person who I consider has the
best list will win a case of oil. Yes, a whole
case and don’t forget that I’m the judge of
responses. The winning result will be in
the next Spanner. Oh, and please do it row
by row with row number one closest to
you.
While looking it over do you see any convertibles? Maybe it was a cold night. I
don’t see any sports cars. I think I can see
one luxury car that being a Cadillac in the
fourth row to the left of the pedestrian
aisle. The giveaway is the chrome trunk
hinges.
Is there anything rare in sight? How about
two Studebaker Starlite Coupes? Is there
anything stylish? Yes, I think those GM
Aero Sedanettes are pretty sleek, row four,
fourth from the right. Is there anything
quite desirable? Well, I think the best looking sedan deliveries ever made, the 195052 Chevies, fit this description. Third row,
third from the left. Do you remember sedan deliveries?
Car design started changing quite fast at
this time. The most notable new car in this
photo is the 1949-52 Ford. This is considered to be the first all new car for the fifties
although it retained the flat head engine
from the thirties. In actual fact the Morris
Minor was much further advanced with
uni-body construction, rack and pinion
steering and torsion bar front suspension.
Once it received the OHV engine in 1953 it
was a very good little car. However, back
then the cost of gas wasn’t a big deal and
the Ford ushered in the sleek smooth side
styling.
Ok, so make out your list and mail it or fax
it to me. Fax 604-294-6031—mail, 1018
Springer Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5B 3L7.
No phone calls about this please.

My wife Marny encouraged me to find a
closed car, she finds our touring car too
cold and wet for Vancouver weather. I
explained our needs to Don Meyer, a wellknown dealer in New Jersey, and he put
me on to the car we bought.

The Silver Ghost debuted in 1906 and is powered by a 7.4 litre side
valve straight six. Very early in motor engineering the British realized the
configuration that gave the best combination of power, smoothness,
simplicity, ease of manufacture and cost was the straight six. Virtually all
the famous British makes had one.

In 1937 Rosalie Moore bought a new MGTA in England
and brought it back to her home in Burnaby

Above is Rosalie, or Rolie as she was known
to her friends, with her new MG in the snow.
Her home, now called Hart House is in the Deer Lake area.
At the right in a summer time photo she is

Rolie was a keen pilot and in 1936 was a member of the
Flying Seven, a group of women pilots. They were part of the
Aero Club of BC flying out of the new Vancouver Airport.
The planes they flew were open cockpit biplanes.
Rolie is to the far right.

BRITS ‘ROUND BC 2005
The OECC held the first “Brits ‘Round BC”
in June 2005. 35 entrants—with other
members joining in at various places—
signed up to participate either fully, or
partially, on a tour starting in Victoria with
plans to visit each of the branches in
Nanaimo, Comox, Kamloops, Prince
George and Vancouver. Of the 35 entrants, 11 went ‘all the way’.
At each branch we were greeted with
much enthusiasm and well organized activities. THE BANNERS WERE CERTAINLY FLYING! A lot of friendships
were struck and names put to faces. Never
a dull moment as we encountered great
roads; some breakdowns (even an old
fashioned ‘push’ to get a vehicle started);
fantastic scenery with great stops; little
restaurants and roadside cafes for lunch; a
variety of motel/hotel and lodges—a few
even enjoyed camping. A de-je-veux for
some and an experience for others was
the overnight stay in the students quarters
at the University of the North.
The tour was such a success that what we
had thought would be a once every two

Traveling the open road in classic machinery can bring a smile to your face
as this group who did the tour will tell you.

years event, is being organized again for
2006. So buckle up your seat belts and join
in the fun. All British cars welcome, from
the earliest to the latest—the more the

merrier. We will again invite other English
Car Clubs to participate, as they did last
year.

BRITS ‘ROUND BC 2006
This year Adele and Ken Hedges will be
the WAGONMASTERS of the tour, which
will ‘officially’ start in Kamloops. The AGM
is the start and the High Country Branch
have organized a fantastic day on Saturday for all of us. There will be the ‘Mini
Monte’ rally which will take place on Saturday morning. Show and Shine and lunch
will be held at the Golf Course. Golf (even
for those who are golf challenged) is
planned for the afternoon. The AGM will
take place at 5:00pm with supper and
evening entertainment to follow.
Sunday the 26th, entrants will leave Kamloops on the tour which will follow a route
through the Kootenays. The interesting
roads, wonderful scenery, relaxing hot
springs and historical places of interest will
prove this to be a great event. Adele has
also arranged for us to meet with local car
clubs in the area. For those who cannot
make the whole trip, you can arrange to
meet with us for one, two or more of the
legs or evenings. The tour will culminate at
the “Rally in the Valley” held in Penticton
this year.

Vancouver Island and Lower Mainland Members:
June 22 Departing from the Island and Vancouver for Hope
June 23 Hope to Kamloops via the Fraser Canyon, Merritt, Quilchina, Prince George (North
Interior) will be arranging their departure time.
June 24 Mini Monte / Show & Shine / Lunch / AGM / Dinner
June 25 Leave Kamloops , drive to Vernon via back roads
June 26 Drive from Vernon to Nakusp
June 27 Nakusp to Kaslo
June 28 Kaslo to Creston
June 29 Creston to Rossland
June 30 Rossland to Penticton
July 2

Rally in the Valley in Penticton
Leave Penticton for home via the Hope/Princeton Hwy.

Please check the website http://oecc.ca/brbc for the route plan, registration forms, etc. If you
are not on the web, you may contact:
Adele & Ken Hedges, 2539 Nuttal Drive, Nanoose Bay, BC V9P 9B4 Ph: 250-468-2858

MEMBERS’ CARS
Here are a few of our members’ cars.
Starting from the right and going clockwise
we have a beautiful west coast shot of
Alan and Mary Lou Miles’ 1962 Sunbeam
Rapier. Next is the just finished ground up
restored 1960 Morgan 4 DHC of Ken and
Pat Miles. At bottom right we have Ken
Turner cleaning the bugs off the windshield of his 1972 MGB GT. Bottom left is
the MGTC of Jack Emdall with Jack standing proudly beside. The humble but proud
1953 Ford Zephyr is owned by Bill Grant. It
took four people and their luggage on the
Brit’s Round BC tour last year! Ah, there’s
nothing like classic British touring on the
open road.
If you have a picture of your British Classic
send it to the Spanner by j-peg to
maden@telus.net. If it is a car you have
just put on the road please let us know.

TRUCK’N IN BC
Trucks are neat. They have lots of character and they can help you out in a way that
your car might not. Some of the first trucks
brought into BC were British way back in
1909. We have a pretty good history of
trucking in this neck of the woods. Did you
know that our first logging truck was British? The old trucks are very rare now. If
you know of one please save it before it is
crushed.

Pictured is a very young Peter Toigo
standing in front of his grandfather’s 1935
Morris 8 Van. This was in Powell River and
Peter used to help sell groceries door to
door. He became very successful and
owned the White Spot Restaurants for
awhile. I will tell you more about our old
trucks in future issues.

JOHN BERESFORD’S 1949 COMMER SUPERPOISE
Gvw: 7200 LBS
Engine: 2.3 litre side-valve 4 cyl.: 50hp
Gearbox: 4 speed, non-synchro
The truck was found on Protection Island,
off Nanaimo. It was barged off the island
and then towed to Victoria. Though the
truck was quite complete, there was much
more rust than first appeared (as always
seems to be the case!) Restoration occupied several years, and the Internet was a
great help in tracking down the replacement parts required. Instruments and
badges came from Australia and a workshop manual from Finland (fortunately in
English!).
With the exception of the installation of an
exhaust valve seat and some re-chroming,
all the work was done by the owner.
Top speed is about 40mph and it goes
through a tank of gasoline rather quickly.
The fuel tank is located under the passenger’s seat squab, which needs to be removed to access the fuel filter.
The history of the truck is unknown, but it
is hoped that visits to shows may elicit
some information about its past life.

Home, rescued from the bush.

A beautiful result, the Commer is back to life. The good thing about restoring trucks
is that there isn’t much to the interior and even less chrome..

John becoming intimate with his vehicle.

NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
Vancouver Coast Branch

The Vancouver Coast Branch hosted the Brits Round BC Tour at the Pemberton Lodge with a fish and chip dinner.
Bart and Audrey Shaw with Fred Bennett helping, cooked up some tasty fixings for us.

CHRISTMAS AWARDS
DINNER 2005
Almost 60 enthusiastic Vancouver Branch members
gathered at the Hong Kong Chinese Inn Restaurant in
Ladner on December 6 for our Annual Christmas
Awards Dinner. What a feed—they kept brining bowls of
different dishes to our tables and, of course, we felt
obligated to try as many as possible. What a pleasant
challenge!
There were about 20 awards given for contributions to
our branch during the year. The award this year was a
custom dark blue OECC cap that is quite classy. All
kinds of efforts were recognized, because without the
efforts of all of our volunteers everything would come to
a grinding halt.
Four awards were given by Steve Diggins for restorations completed during the year. Recipients included
Fred Bennett (1970 Triumph Spitfire Mk3), Pat Jones
(1972 Morris Marina Estate), Fred Cirillo (1966 Cortina
GT) and Ken and Pat Miles (1960 Morgan Plus 4
Drophead Coupe). For those of you with restorations in
process, we’d like to have an award for you next year!
The annual Bovril Award, based on popular vote of
those present, went to Steve Hutchens, our Roundabout
editor.
Based on the feedback I’ve received, it was a successful
evening. There was certainly no shortage of good food. I
even had a call at home attesting to that.
Thanks to everyone for another successful year! We
look forward to the many events planned for 2006.

The Ladner to Bellingham Run, Nov 5
Hosted by the Vancouver Coast Branch

News from the Branches
High Country Branch
As President of the High Country Branch of the
OECC of BC I would like to congratulate Society
President Steve Diggins, for his efforts in resurrecting The Spanner club newsletter! For small
branches like ours, (without our own branch newsletter) it is great to have this connection to other
branches and members.
The Kamloops branch has had another successful
year with a full slate of events including our annual
Punctuality Challenged Xmas party held in February, annual rally, (Amazing Race theme), and BBQ
held as the first event of the year. Other events
included several Drive and Dine runs all of which
were well attended and of course the first annual
Brits Round BC stopover. Finally, we have convinced our longtime member and Montagu of
Beaulieu nominee, Ken Finnigan, to host several
maintenance and mechanical workshops. This year
we had two SU carburetor workshops and several
more are planned in the new year. We have 27
members with a total of 38 cars manufactured between 1947 and 1979.
Finally, our branch is hosting the Society’s 2006
AGM on Saturday, June 24th which will tie-in with
the second annual Brits Round BC Tour. The AGM
theme is “Golf attire you would rather not be seen
in”, so it is now time for all you Jesper Parnavik and
Payne Steward look-a-likes to start planning your
wardrobe. We look forward to seeing everyone in
2006. Chairperson Geoff Akehurst

Rob and
Sheryl Snider’s 1970
Mini Cooper S

Jim and
Nora Walker’s 1961
Triumph TR3A

Dick and
Terry Taylor
with their 1967
Triumph TR 4A

To the right are cars that made it out of the garage
after complete restorations in 2005. Each owner
received a plaque from the club to recognize the
completion of their projects, nice work guys.

Comox Valley Branch
The Comox Valley Branch of the OECC
was inspired by a wish to host a car show
in our beautiful Filberg Gardens. The show
has drawn British Cars to the Upper Island
now for five years and gets better every
year! One of our members, John Kane has
assembled terrific music from the years
the cars were built in. The waterfront site
has proved to be a fantastic setting to hold
a car show.
Since the club has formed it has expanded
its goals to attempt an event or happening
once a month. Many of the members are
members of the Campbell River Car Club
and so we take part in some of their activities as well.
We have some very interesting British
Cars in the Valley. Bill Holgate has a 1948
MGTC which he has owned since 1950.

Since being a member he has been showing off his car and getting more pleasure
from his car since he has joined the club,
which is what most people say about belonging to a car club!
The group is very much into the party
mode and our meeting place at the Marina
and Edgewater Pub makes for a great
location! One of our good memories from
2005 was the BBQ with the OECC group
who did the Brits Round BC Tour in June
of ‘05.
We look forward to another year of great
memories. Hopefully members from all
over BC will come and visit us, especially
on August 12-13 weekend for our All British Meet!
For any questions please call 250-3380026 and ask for Dave!

Bill Holgate’s car,
his pride and joy since 1950

NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
South Island Branch
It has been a very active year for the
South Island Branch of the Old English
Car Club. Principally, this year’s calendar
has been marked by four major SIB
events. Namely, the AGM held and sponsored this year in Victoria by our branch,
The English Car Affair in the Park, Brits
Round B.C. The Faryon Fall Classic and
our annual Christmas Party, this year held
at The Olympic View Gold and Country
Club. Of course that wasn’t all, there were
runs, rallies, picnics, family night bbq’s and
a host of other car shows in which many of
our members participated. There was the
delightful and memorable run to Pender
Island, the joint run through Metchosin and
East Sooke with the Jaguar Club and the
popular daffodil run. Many of our members
lent support to other clubs as well through
participation in shows with VanDusen,
Brits on the Beach, The Blethering Place,
Beacon Hill Park and The Whistler Run to
name but a few.
Our Christmas Party, for those who
missed it, was a big success this year. The
buffet dining for our annual dinner was
superb and the ballroom of the club house
beautifully decorated for the occasion.
Thanks to Derrick Sparks and Kelly
James, for the added “touch of class” in
displaying their respective Red MGTD and
TR3 at the entrance way. The collection of
non-perishable food items at the door for

the Victoria Food Bank was huge success.
Also, I’d like to thank the many members
who unwittingly participated in the skit
spoofing “The Lord Montague Award”. We
had great fun at the expense of his Lordship and the more proper British members
of our club.
Our annual Christmas run was our windup
social event this year. The day was bright,
clear and an excellent day for running our
cars. Car decoration competition was keen
with a very good turnout and nearly all
cars decorated for the occasion. John and
Deirdre Beresford won first prize with superb decoration of the venerable Commer.
Well done!
In reflecting over this past year, I can’t help
feel it has been one of the more successful
for our club. We had more events and they
seemed better attended than any year in
recent memory. For those of you that have
not attended some of our or your clubs
many annual events, I encourage you to
do so. You’ll get more out of your club if
you participate. Trust me on this!
In wrapping up this year, I’d like to thank
the Executive: Robert Atkins, Valerie Barrie, John Beresford, Susan Jones and Jim
Morrison for there time and efforts in making this year such a success. I trust each
and all of us had a very Merry Christmas
and I wish you all a Happy New Year!

British vehicles
all dressed up
for Christmas

Chairperson Larry Hildreth bearing gifts of
Christmas Cheer

Mid Island Branch Report
We are based in Nanaimo and cover an
area from Mill Bay to Bowser with about 66
members in 2005. Our executive is elected
for a two year term covering 2005 and
2006. Current members are Doug UniaChairman, Adele Hedges-Treasurer, Mike
Bull –Membership, Geoff Francis – Events
Co-ordinator, Al Thomson-Newsletter (The
Beano) Editor and Publisher, and Dennis
Millard, Past Chairman. We have an early
membership renewal policy that includes a
reduced rate and inclusion in a draw for a
free yearly membership renewal at the
January meeting. Our group enjoys driving
their cars and we plan a driving event on a
monthly basis, excluding the winter
months November thru February. As well
as our own events, staged by many
different members, participation in other
events such as the ABFM, Brit’s Round
BC, Whistler Run , Fillberg Festival, Fort
Rodd Hill is usual. Brits on the Beach
at Ladymith’s Transfer Beach is our big

event for the year and turnouts 175 British
motorcycles and cars. This is a fun event
with draws for prizes throughout the day
and a lovely setting for a picnic lunch near
the water. The annual banquet, at TighNa-Mara Resort, took place in November
and features awards and jazz entertainment during happy hour by our members
the Blatchfords.
A light hearted summary of the years
events and incidents is included in the
evenings entertainment featuring Irene
and the Accidents. Award winners this
year included Ken and Adele Hedges as
members of the year, Wayne Peddie winner of the Piston Broke award due to some
difficulties on the Whistler Run and a special photo award to Dennis Millard for that
pesky oil feed line lead on the Lake
Cowichan Run.
We are looking forward to the 2006 season and meeting our fellow enthusiasts
from other chapters throughout the year.

Good times at the Annual Awards Banquet

JOHN AND MARNY PIERSON’S MAGNIFICENT 1911 ROLLS-ROYCE

This car is a limousine and is quite tall partly due to the formal hats used on special occasions. Also, the engine is low in the chassis because C.S. Rolls used to race
cars and appreciated a low centre of gravity. The car’s name evolved because it was very quiet like the wisp of a ghost and the exterior bright work was silver unlike
other cars which had polished brass.

In October 2005 my wife and I bought this
splendid 1911 Silver Ghost with Hooper
limousine coachwork. It is now mid December, so you must understand that this
“history” is a work in progress. There is
more to be discovered, I hope. Here is
what I know or can guess at so far.
The first owner was Mr., later Sir, Albert
Bingham of Ranby House, Retford, Nottinghamshire In England. He inherited a
family business, a baronetcy (the ‘Sir”) and
no doubt some money from his father. He
ordered his Rolls-Royce in October 1911,
and Rolls-Royce delivered the chassis to
Barkers in November of that year. According to the chassis records, which are now
in the RR club’s HQ in England, the chassis was supplied with an electric tail lamp,
paraffin side lamps and acetylene headlamps. Barkers built a cabriolet body on
the chassis.
The Rolls-Royce records show occasional
parts being supplied until 1915, after which
there is nothing until 1919 and 1920, when
much major mechanical work was done
and an electrical system was installed. The
car now has an electric starter and electric
cowl and headlights. Presumably they

were installed in 1920. The records show
that in January 1921 “Our man Hills drove
car from Derby works to Hooper’s Chelsea”. Presumably the Hooper body now on
the car was built in 1921.
Sir Albert Bingham was born in 1868 and
died aged 76 in 1945. According to his
obituary he was enthusiastic about military
training and joined the Sheffield Engineer
Volunteers in 1885, becoming commanding officer. When was broke out in 1914
he was well beyond the age limit for active
service, but held several military appointments. In 1918 he donated a plane, and in
1940, after the start of World War II, he
donated two fully equipped ambulances.
My guess is that he also lent his car for
war service during World War I, and that is
why it needed much mechanical work and
a new body after the war ended.
Sir Albert Bingham kept the car all his life.
After his death in 1945 the ownership
passed on to a Mr. Robert Massey of Preston, Yorkshire, a “leading East Riding
industrialist and farmer”. He sold the car in
about 1959 to the third owner, the Price
brothers, who had a bakery business near
Macclesfield. The car was presented by

Mr. G.D.A. Price at the first Goodwood
Pageant in 1964 (marking the 60th anniversary of Rolls-Royce). I have a photo
showing the car at this pageant.
Owner number four is still alive and numerous pictures of him and the car were
published in the British RR club magazine.
He is Peter Harper, a well-known dealer in
classic cars. He ownded the car from 1965
to 1973. Owner number five is Mike Hawley, he too took the car to car shows and
pictures appear in club magazines. Number siz 1986 to 1987 is another dealer who
is still active, John Bentley, and owner
number seven is Robert Moore. I am number eight. In the past I have owned a 1926
RR Silver host, a 1927 RR Twenty, a 1934
RR 20/25, a 1937 25/30, a 1949 Bentley
mark VI, a 1957 Bentley S1 and a 1965
RR Silver Cloud III (I still have this one). I
have been researching pre first world war
Rolls-Royce cars since the 1970’s. I have
pictures and data on most of the survivors
(a little over 300 have survived). In particular I have researched the four that came to
Vancouver (look at http://duetsoftware.ca/
antiquechapter/pioneers/VancouverRolls/
rolls.htm).

FROM THE EDITOR, STEVE DIGGINS
PH/FAX 604-294-6031

Welcome to the new Spanner, a quarterly
magazine for the Old English Car Club of
British Columbia. I refer to it as the ‘new’
Spanner because years ago there used to
be another Spanner mailed out to the
membership. This new edition is available
through our web site, www.oecc.ca, for
viewing on screen or down loading onto
paper to form a traditional magazine. Now
just think of it, Brit car fans all over the
world can click in and see what we are up
to.
When you look at the cover you will see a
drawing of a spanner with our two national
flags at either end. The Red Ensign on the
left was our flag from 1867 to 1965 and the
Maple Leaf on the right took over in 1965.
The symbolism here is to do with our heritage spanning time and a good part of that
time was when our favourite vehicles were
built. The Spanner also spans the six
branches in the province which make up
the OECC of BC and helps bind us together.
At the bottom of the cover you will notice

our club logo in the middle and on either
side a car. I wanted to make sure that
people know we appreciate a variety of
British vehicles and would have stuck a
truck in there too if I could have made it
look good. The MGTF is the same one I
used for Western Classics, an enthusiasts
magazine I put out in the early nineties. So
there is a bit of personal history in the mix.
Thanks to Gerry Parkinson for doing the
graphics.
Our first cover features Fred Bennett with
his newly finished 1970 Triumph Spitfire.
This was a ten year project with Fred
proudly stating he had a hand in almost
every aspect of the restoration. He is
happy to see it on the road and there will
be no more ribbing him about a phantom
Spitfire.
Although everyone is welcome to have a
look at our magazine (please spread the
word to those who could be interested)
it is devoted to our membership and their
Interests. I would like to thank those who
have contributed and look forward to

more input from the members, If you have
anything of interest let me know.
One other aspect of this publication I
would like to point out is that in every issue
there will be an article on the history of
British vehicles in British Columbia. We
have a rich history dating back to the first
self propelled vehicle in the province which
was chugging along the Caribou Road in
1871. Not only do we have an interesting
history but as part of our hobby we can
lend a hand to help save it. Some of our
very old vehicles were specially equipped
for the Canadian market and are now quite
rare. Some have unique BC history. I hope
we can become more aware of the early
vehicles, generally pre WW2, so that if
something is found (a car, a part, a truck,
etc.) it can be recognized and saved.
So I hope you enjoy our new Spanner. If
you have any comment let me know. I am
always looking for interesting personal or
historical stories. Also any good pictures of
days gone by in BC with cars on the road,
in parking lots or drive in movies.

ABOUT OUR CLUB Steve Diggins
I certainly enjoy the concept of this club
because I have an interest in so many
British vehicles. That was my reason for
starting the Vancouver ABFM in 1986. I
think it was in that year I met Ian Cox who
told me about a new British car club he
was starting, yes, this one. Thankfully,
things have worked out with the idea and
here we are. So, my thanks to Ian for getting things going.
One of the great things about our club is
that we like to get out and drive the cars.
We have a beautiful province to drive
around in and some of the best “All British”
events on the west coast. You can also
enjoy everything from local club runs to
something like our Brits Round BC tour.
Have a look at our website for more information about this around the province
driving event. It was very successful last
year and looks to be even more so this
year.
We have some new awards for members
who are keen on the hobby. First off we
have recognition awards for those who
have finished ground up projects. These
are wall plaques given out at year end to
the owners of vehicles completed that
year. Eight were handed out to deserving
members in 2005. Congratulations to
those who enjoy bringing British vehicles

back to life and lead by example.
Another new annual award we have is for
a member (or member team of husband
and wife) who shows dedication to our
great hobby. This is someone who has a
good track record of saving and restoring
project vehicles. The recipient could also
contribute to the hobby by other means
such as leadership and organization which
would be taken into consideration.
We are privileged to have this new award
sponsored in name by Lord Montagu and
is The Montagu of Beaulieu Award for
historic preservation and dedication to the
hobby. The recipient of this award will be
chosen by the OECC Society executive
from candidates put forward by branch
officers. It will be presented at the Society
AGM.
The Montagu name has an incredible history with the motor car starting in the
1800’s and is a guiding light to those
keenly devoted to our classic vehicle
hobby. The current Lord Montagu has
established one of the finest motoring
museums in the world and hosts numerous large classic vehicle events on the
estate grounds. Beaulieu is also the site of
Europe’s largest swap meet. I am told that
it takes a couple of days to see most of it.
Please read the brief histories on the

Montagus and why they are so important
to us.
As president of OECC Society I am
pleased to see the enthusiasm shown by
the membership and the positive developments taking place. We will be needing
two people to fill the Society positions of
treasurer and secretary. Val Barrie and
Jim Morrison have done superb work for
us taking care of these aspects for which
we are grateful. Please let me know if you
are interested in helping out. Also, I would
like to thank past Society president, Dennis Atkinson, for his advice and help with
handing over the office duties. Another
person of great to help to myself and the
Society is Fred Bennett. Fred has been
very good at sorting out the procedures
and business of the Society.

THE NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM
Introduction by Lord Montagu of Beaulieu
Printed in 1975

The National Motor Museum grew from the
Montagu Motor Museum which I founded
in 1952 as a tribute to British Motoring
achievement and particularly in memory of
my father, one of the pioneers of motoring
in Great Britain and the first Parliamentary
champion of the motorists’ cause.
Its beginnings were simple—a handful of
early vehicles displayed in the Hall of my
home, Palace House. In 1959 the cars
were moved to a new building which
housed the ever-increasing Collection, and
over the years the Museum was visited by
nearly six million people, not counting the
many thousands who have seen the cars
and motorcycles in action at rallies all over
the world. In 1968 I decided to found a
charitable Trust in order to safeguard the
vehicles for the long term benefit of the
nation and its future generations. Funds
attracted to the Trust from the Motor Industry made a splendid new building possible, worthy of its contents.
Thus, the National Motor Museum came
into being, which together with its Libraries, containing an unique collection of
books and photographs on road transport,
can claim to be the finest historical motoring complex in the world.
The Museum is designed to tell the story
of motoring from 1895 right up to modern

times. It is divided into seven main sections. The first is the Hall of Fame, which
displays some of our most historic cars,
together with a special back projected
visual presentation of some of the most
famous pioneers and racing drivers; the
five sections of the Main Building are divided into Veteran (up to 1919), Vintage
and Post-Vintage, Record Breaking Cars,
Racing and Sports Cars, and Commercial
Vehicles.
Finally, there is the Graham Walker Gallery which contains the Motor Cycle Section. Accessories and components—such
a vital part of the motor industry—are included in a series of specially designed
displays showing the history and development of different components. Faithful to
its policy of being a live Museum which
believes that the exhibits should be in
working order, visitors will have an opportunity of seeing the vehicles being restored
in the motor shops through a special window in the Motor Cycle Section.
Throughout the years, and particularly in
the formation of the new Museum Trust, I
have been supported by a wide section of
the British Motor and Motor Cycle industries, as well as by individuals, many of
whom have loaned their vehicles for display. The Museum stands today not only

as a memorial to the achievements of the
pioneers of the past, but also as a national
gallery of motoring of the present and future.

“TRANSPORTATION IS CIVILIZATION”
LORD MONTAGU OF BEAULIEU, 1866—1929
A MEMOIR BY FRANCIS COLLINGWOOD FROM MOTORING MAGAZINE, JUNE 1966

These words were one of the slogans of
the second Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, the
centenary of whose birth falls on 10 June
this year.
Pioneer motorist and trained mechanic he
exerted a powerful influence upon road
development and traffic organization
throughout his life. His fondest aim was
the human approach. He sought to make
people brought up to depend upon horses
accept the motor-car as a civilized vehicle.
To this end he spent much time lecturing
all over England.
Railway training
Born John Scott, of aristocratic parents, he
followed the usual Eton-Oxford routine,
after which he startled his family by announcing his intention of entering the
L&SWR shops at Nine Elms. There he
received a thorough grounding in mechanical engineering, and became a proficient
engine-driver.
Scott’s father became a baron in 1885,
after which Montagu was tacked on to the
family name. Soon after that the son came
of age and went on a world tour, returning
to marry and settle down in Hampshire.
He entered Parliament in 1892 as Tory
member for the New Forest, and remained
there until translated to the Lords in 1905
by the death of his father.
It was as Lord Montagu of Beaulieu that he
rendered his best services to motoring,
being regarded by members as an authority on all mechanical transport.
He attended the first International Road
Congress in 1907 as representative of the
RAC, which he had helped found and, two
years later, was playing a leading role on
the Road Board. His services to this body
continued until 1920 when the Board was
absorbed by the Ministry of Transport.
In 1912 Lord Montague outlined a plan for
the highway now known as the Great West
Road, although his ideas for it were woefully curtailed in practice. The same year
he visited America to study transport problems—and returned unimpressed by everything except Ford factories!
When the 1919 Transport Bill was introduced he opposed the replacement of the
petrol tax by one based upon horse-power.
Motorway pioneer
About the same time he advocated new
motor highways as preferable to tinkering
with existing roads, and recommended the
issue of National Road Bonds to pay for
them.

In 1923 Lord Montagu submitted plans
for overhead motorways to relieve London traffic congestion, and suggested
one from London Docks to Marble
Arch, and another from Surrey Docks
to Clapham Common. The following
year he was pushing the idea of a fourlane highway linking London with Birmingham and the North. Like his other
schemes, it was thought impractical
Outside Parliament he was an indefatigable journalist, confining his writing
mainly to motoring articles. In 1902 he
founded The Car Illustrated, which
dealt with the social side of motoring.
The first number of this periodical carried an illustrated article on King Edward VII as motorist, describing a drive
taken in the royal 12-p.p. Daimler with
Scott-Montague acting as chauffeur.
Mobile M.P.
His own first car was also a Daimler,
bought in 1898, having a two-cylinder
six-h.p. engine with tube ignition and
wagonette-type chassis. When driving
it down Oxford Street one day a busdriver shouted “What are you shaking
for, guv’nor? ‘Ad a bad night?” As the
only MP to drive a car Scott-Montague
was the first ever to drive into Palace
Yard, after obtaining special permission
to do so from the Speaker.
During the First World War Lord Montagu was torpedoed, and suffered a 32hour exposure in a waterlogged boat
before being rescued. This ordeal
probably shortened his life for, in 1929,
when only 62, he underwent a lung
operation. Later pneumonia set in, and
he died on 30 March of that year.

King Edward VII on one of his early rides in a
motor car with Scott-Montagu, in the 1899
Daimler.

This portrait was done in recognition
of Lord Montagu’s service in World
War One. In the background is the
Khyber Pass on India’s north west
frontier through which he oversaw
the building of an important connecting road. This was a very dangerous
and rugged part of the country at the
time. And still is today.

Another royal trip in the 1899 Daimler; on this
occasion, the present Lord Montagu accompanied by Prince Charles

