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FROM THE EDITOR 
First off I would like to say thank you to our 
members in Kamloops for putting on a great 
Annual General Meeting on June 24. This in-
cluded an entertaining rally (called the Mini 
Monte) around the Kamloops area interspersed 
with contests of skill. Yes, there were chal-
lenges of tea serving, fishing for wrenches and 
skills of lawn bowling. Then there was a round 
of golf or, for someone like me who can use a 
golf club better as an axe, a tour of Ken Finni-
gan’s garage and collection of precious junk. 
(British junk of course, the best kind) Lunch 
was at the golf course and we were back there 
for dinner, the AGM, awards and entertainment. 
All was first class in a beautiful location. The 
motel chosen to host us out of towners was 
also very nice. Thank you High Country Branch, 
you did a great job.  
I went up with Fred Bennett and Sheila Thomp-
son in Sheila’s Pontiac after Lucas, the Prince 
of Darkness was messing with my fuel pump 
relegating my car to the driveway. On the way 
up I asked Fred where the AGM was going to 
be, the golf course or the hotel/motel? He said 
it was going to be at a restaurant, the Hooters 
Restaurant. I said, “The Hooters Restaurant?” 
Get out of here.” He said, ‘yes, that is what it 
said in the information.’ I said, “are you sure?” 
He said, “yes, I’m sure.” So I’m thinking I find 

this hard to believe but it should be memorable. 
When we got up to the golf course on Saturday 
morning I noticed a sign on the clubhouse say-
ing Hoodoo’s Restaurant. I pointed it out to 
Fred and asked if that was the place for the 
AGM. “Ah yes”, he says “that’s the place, Hoo-
doo’s” but I’m sure he pronounced it Hooters.  
At the AGM a few changes were made and we 
have a couple of new people elected to help 
run the club. They are Adele Hedges for the 
position of treasurer and Gerry Parkinson is our 
new secretary. You know the old saying that a 
quality organization attracts quality people? 
Well, here is the proof. So, we look forward to 
working with Adele and Gerry. 
The OXO Award paid tribute to Ian Cox who 
conceived this club twenty years ago and it is 
nice to see Ian recognized for this.  
The Link Award for appreciation of contribution 
to the host branch went to Fatima Akehurst. 
Thank you Fatima. 
The Montagu of Beaulieu Award was presented 
for the first time to Ken and Pat Miles both of 
whom can work with the tools, resurrect old 
British cars and drive half way around the world 
in them. Very well deserved. Along with the 
year end restoration awards for finished pro-
jects I believe we now have a good balance of 
awards recognizing contributions to the club 
and dedication to the hobby. 

On the Sunday morning the Brits Round BC 
tour started and a good number of our kind 
were off for a well planned tour of south east 
BC. There were many stops of interest and 
other British car enthusiasts were met along the 
way. Adele Hedges did a great job of organiz-
ing the tour and you can read more about it on 
another page.  
The 2007 AGM which will be hosted by the 
Vancouver Coast Branch  is already in the 
works. I am helping out with this and after see-
ing what our Kamloops members did and what 
the South Island Branch put on the previous 
year we know the bar has been set pretty high. 
If you have never been to an AGM before you 
are missing out because they are a lot of fun 
with a great bunch of people.  
NAPA Autoparts Club Discount 
This chain of stores has offered to give our 
members discounts on their products. The dis-
count will vary depending on the type of product 
because on some, such as oil, there is a very 
slim mark up. On others they have more of a 
mark up so there can be more of a discount. 
Thanks to Dave Walker for setting this up for 
us. You should get the discount just by men-
tioning the club. Please do this before they ring 
it up. 

This past June, John and Marny Pierson drove their 1912 Rolls Royce to Salmon Arm for an event put on by the Antique Chapter of the Vintage 
Car Club of Canada. There were forty five pre 1916 cars turned out and all of them were trailered there, except  for the Rolls Royce. This was the 
only British car entered and the Piersons drove it home via Lillooet and the Duffey Lake Road. Now, that is quite a drive for any car. Here you see 
John with the Rolls in front of Seaton Lake. 
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CONGRATULATIONS  to KEN AND PAT 
MILES, winners of the Montagu of Beaulieu 
Award for Preservation and Dedication to the 
Hobby 
Both Ken and Pat have been true British car 
enthusiasts since the early sixties. Ken’s first 
car was a 1963 Morgan and Pat was into Aus-
tin Minis. In 1969 Ken bought a Morgan +8 
which he still owns today. That was also the 
year the two met in Notingham, England and 
have been together since. As well as raising a 
family they have been dedicated to the full 
hobby of British cars.  
On the cover of this issue of the Spanner is 
the 60 Morgan 4/4 restored twice by Ken and 
Pat. 
The following is the letter of nomination from 
the Vancouver Coast Branch telling about 
most of the interesting points with the hobby 
Ken and Pat have shared. 
Nomination - The Montagu of Beaulieu Award  
The Vancouver Coast Branch is pleased to 
nominate Ken and Pat Miles for the first an-
nual Montagu of Beaulieu Award to be pre-
sented by the Old English Car Club of British 
Columbia. Three related activities are deemed 
to be important in their selection for this recog-
nition.  
First: Dedication through restoration. This 
energetic couple has a long record of restor-
ing Morgan motorcars to a very high standard. 
Ken managed and conducted the restoration 
of their 1969 +8 Roadster; both Pat and Ken 
managed and did much of the restoration of 
their 1969 4/4 4 seater not once but twice 
after it was severely damaged in an accident 
on one of their many trips (this particular car 
has been driven over 65,000 miles since it 
was restored in May 1999). They have re-
cently completed the restoration of a 1960 +4 
Drop Head Coupe purchased literally as a 

basket base 
in boxes. 
The first two 
restorations 
have been 
f r e q u e n t 
winners at 
the ABFMs 
o f  V a n 
D u s e n , 
B e l l e v u e 
and Port-
land. Addi-
tionally both 
cars have 
been shown 
at con-
c o u r s e 
shows in 
Cambria, California where they have won best 
of class and best in show plus the 4/4 was 
shown in concourse shows in Duluth, Minne-
sota and Shepherdsville, West Virginia where 
it won best 4 cylinder Morgan and best in 
class respectively. A 1946 Triumph 1800 
Roadster purchased in Wales waits in their 
garage for its restoration to begin in 2007. 
  Second: Dedication through leadership . Ken 
and Pat have contributed through leadership 
in British collector car organizations. Ken was 
one of the three people who organized and 
started the Morgan Sports Car Club of Can-
ada in 1967 and is the only one still active in 
the club. Pat serves as the secretary of the 
Morgan Owner’s Group Northwest and Ken 
headed the BC Pod of MOGNW for four 
years. Ken is in his second year as Vice Chair 
of the Vancouver Coast Branch of the OECC 
and has been a member since 2001. 
Third: Dedication through participation. Ken 
and Pat organize and participate regularly in 

British car events both in BC and through 
North America. Ken and Pat have driven in 3 
of the 4 Morgans Over America events, the 
last being in 2005 when Ken was asked and 
agreed to conduct each morning’s drivers’ 
briefings. They organized the North American 
contingent of six Morgans who took part with 
the British in the Morgans to New Zealand 
tour of January, February 2004. In 2003, Ken 
and Pat planned and organized Morgans to 
Alaska, which consisted of 10 Morgan owners 
representing Canada, United States and Eng-
land who had a common dream of driving the 
Alaskan Highway. In 2005 Ken was Grand 
Marshal of the OECC Ladner-Bellingham Run. 
Their Morgans are frequently seen at OECC 
and MOGNW events, and they are registered 
for Brits’ Round BC 2006.  
The Vancouver Coast Branch is very pleased 
to have the Miles as members and proud to 
nominate them for this prestigious award.  
 

Not too many people would buy a pile of parts, unseen from far away and turn that incomplete pile into a first class restoration. Here you see the 
before and after. You can read about this challenging project in the Jan/Feb issue of the Roundabout.   



The 2006 Annual General Meeting, Kamloops  
Hosted by the High Country Branch - Submitted by Geoff Akehurst 

The Thompson Valley Branch of the OECC of 
BC hosted the society's AGM in Kamloops on 
the 24th of June which coincided with the start 
of the 2nd Brits Round BC tour which com-
menced on the 25th of June from Kamloops. 
Approximately 65 people and 32 cars at-
tended and enjoyed the activities.     
The first activity was the car rally on Saturday 
morning which followed a theme similiar to the 
Amazing Race reality show. This allowed 
entrants to travel throughout the city and see 
the town. Activities included an English tea 
party, lawn bowling, fishing pond, library 
search and puzzle assembly in various loca-
tions throughout the city. Two routes were 
used for locals and visitors and visitors were 
given maps to the locations to even the play-
ing field. It must have worked since Gerry 
Parkinson from the Vancouver Branch was 
the rally winner, albeit in a non-English im-
port!! 
After a lunch at the Sunrivers Golf & Country 
club participants who chose to donned their 
"Golf attire they would rather not be seen in" 
and played 9 holes of golf in a best ball format 
at the Sunrivers Golf club. Memory dulls but I 
believe Kamloops member Ken Walker's four-
some won low gross but relinquished their 
awards to ??? from out of town. Most honest 
golf team went to Jim & Nora Walker and 
Susan Jones. A consolation prize went to 
Patricia and Derrick Sparks for dressing in 
their golf attire but failed to find the #1 
tee!!!  Best dressed male was Jim Morrison ,
(Mad Scot?) and best dressed female was 
Nora Walker as an inebriated Princess Marga-
ret. 
After golf the AGM meeting was held in the 
Sunrivers banquet room followed by the buffet 
dinner. After awards for  the entrants were 

awarded including the Links Trophy to Fatima 
Akehurst and the Lord Montague of Beaulieu 
to Ken Miles, numerous door prizes were 
presented to more than half the attendees and 
were very much appreciated. We imple-
mented each of the society's branches con-
tributing an award valued at $50 or cash in the 
same amount which was the key to us balanc-
ing the budget and limiting the society's contri-
bution to $600. I suggest this be carried for-
ward to subsequent AGM's . 
After dinner entertainment was provided by 
the Kamloops Players which followed an old 
English Pub sing-a-long and skit. Enjoyed by 
all if not a tad long after a full day of activities 

in 30 degree heat. 
Prior to the cars departing on the second Brit's 
Round BC tour the branch hosted a pancake 
breakfast in the visitors hotel parking lot. This 
allowed the tour entrants to be congregated in 
one location and we hope facilitated the tour 
starting on time without any stragglers. 
All in all a good time was had and thanks to all 
of the branches organizers for a job well done 
and to the out of town visitors and Ken & 
Adele Hedges for coordinating the Brits 
Round BC tour to jive with the AGM. 

 



 Scenes from the Kamloops Annual General Meeting 

Drivers Meeting for the rally and cars returning from the rally 

Laddies and Lassies out enjoying a wee round of golf in the highlands 



SOUTH ISLAND BRANCH Submitted by Robert Atkins 
Brits Around BC photos by Adele Hedges 

The South Island Branch has had a busy 
summer. A sizeable party attended the 
OECC AGM in Kamloops and enjoyed and 
appreciated the warm hospitality of the High 
Country Branch. We got a real good look at 
Kamloops on “The Amazing Race” and met 
members from many other local clubs and 
organizations, many not associated with cars 
or motoring. A novel and enjoyable event 
despite the heat! 
Whether as many SIB members and mem-
bers from other branches would have made 
the trek had the second Brits ‘round BC Tour 
not been arranged to start the Sunday follow-
ing the AGM I don’t know. It would be a good 
idea for future organisers of the AGM and 
BRBC to attempt a similar juxtaposition of 
the dates to help maintain participation in 
both events. After all club AGMs are not 
usually big attendance generators for ordi-
nary members. 
BRBC 2006 was excellent with shorter daily 
driving distances than in 2005 but the roads 
for the most part were again traffic free and 
the country was equally dramatic. Some of 

the route traversed major passes and I par-
ticularly remember the climb out of Creston 
to the summit of the Kootenay Pass, the 
highest main road pass in BC at an altitude 
of 5820 feet above sea level - considerably 
higher than the highest mountains in Britain. 
The climb is all of 25 miles long and the road 
is broad with long sweeping bends, a good 
surface and excellent visibility. My car loved 
it! Only occasionally dropping below sixty 
miles per hour when negotiating some minor 
hazard, it was the best drive I have ever 
done in the car in my fifteen years of owner-
ship. We both just wanted to run so we did. 
There are very few main roads left in Britain 
where you can enjoy driving like that – per-
haps some roads in Scotland but not in the 
south east or near the major cities and 
towns. 
There were many interesting visits on the 
tour including hot springs, a gold mine, a 
hydro electric dam and generating station, a 
ranch, an old country manor house, a pre-
served stern wheeler, the longest free vehi-
cle ferry in the world and a house made of 

glass bottles to name a few. You can’t get 
much more eclectic than that. Most partici-
pants on BRBC feel that holding the event 
every year is a bit much so all being well the 
next BRBC will be held in 2008. I hope to 
see you there.  
This year’s tour finished in Penticton at the 
Rally In The Valley on Canada Day with a 
car show and poker rally followed by a Can-
ada Day firework display over Lake 
Okanagan. Robert Leonard and Ian Sparks 
from SIB won the rally and my Jensen Inter-
ceptor won a prize in the show and shine 
despite turning up very late. As in previous 
years the organisers had hoped to range the 
cars along the lakefront where there is plenty 
of shade and room to sit but could not get 
permission so the venue for the show and 
shine was the Penticton Convention Centre 
car park where the cars were parked in 
straight lines on baking hot pavement. It was 
far too hot to sit by the cars, most entrants 
preferring to sit on the grass in the shade of 
the trees and look at the cars shimmering in 
the heat from a distance. One can clearly 

A fine collection of British Automobiles ready to tour Round BC 

The tour about to leave Kaslo Ken Hedges in the driver’s seat of a vintage bus in Sandon 



see why we made such a fuss earlier this 
year when an attempt was made by the City 
of Victoria to relocate the popular Father’s 
Day Picnic in Beacon Hill Park to a parking 
lot. Collector car shows are on grass – pe-
riod. 
The next major event for our members was 
the very same Father’s Day Picnic which 
was, as usual, very well attended. This is a 
very laid back event which has become a 
fixture for most local British car clubs and 
which now has a secure long term future 
following full approval by the council. I tip my 
hat to the band of enthusiasts who stayed 
late into the night at the council meeting and 
made such a strong and reasonable presen-
tation.  
Brits on the Beach organized in Ladysmith by 
the Central Island Branch is always popular 
with our members – its on grass, there is 
plenty of shade, its close to the water, there’s 
lots to do and there are always some very 

nice and unusual cars. You can make the 
drive from Victoria and back comfortably in a 
day and the route can avoid most of the 
Malahat and the highway on quite good back 
roads and the coast road through Qualicum 
Beach. The Brentwood Bay to Mill Bay ferry 
can cut out even more of the highway if you 
can take the time – it’s a very leisurely way to 
go. 
The Comox Valley Branch’s Filberg meet in 
August is a favourite with many SIB mem-
bers. It’s quite a long trip but we are after all 
a motor club so should not be deterred by a 
long drive. The park setting is ideal for a 
summer car show and while not as big as the 
events further south there is always a good 
turn out of classic cars. The restaurant on the 
site is excellent and the house and grounds 
are worth a visit themselves.  
In between all these events has been a pleth-
ora of English and old car gatherings includ-
ing the Blethering place old car meet in Oak 

Bay, Jaguars on the Island, the MG Anniver-
sary meet, the Mini weekend, Ford and 
Friends and every month an SIB meeting and 
run. We have been spoilt for choice this sum-
mer and hope next year to be able to resolve 
some of the date clashes. 
SIB’s next major event is the English Car 
Affair in the Park, on September 16th and 
17th. We hope to see many fellow OECC 
members and car enthusiasts from British 
marque clubs at Fort Rodd Hill on the Sun-
day and taking part on the run and social on 
Saturday. If you need any more information 
please call (250) 544-1702 or check out the 
web site for the registration form. Pre regis-
tration at $17.50 is recommended as the 
charge on the day will be $25. 
All in all a busy year. I’m looking forward to a 
rest this autumn, perhaps I will even find time 
to do a bit of car fettling.  
 
 

A stop to tour the Fortis BC dam at South Slocan A cool pool to relax in at Halycon Hot Springs 

The Tour arrives in Revelstoke for a Mine Tour 



VANCOUVER COAST BRANCH Submitted by Walter Reynolds, Photos by Chris Walker 

It turns out that the Vancouver Coast Branch 
events reported in the last issue of the Spanner 
were the warm-up, if you will, to a busy sum-
mer, but, I guess, that’s the same for all OECC 
Branches.  Here’s what has kept the Vancouver 
Coast Branch member’s vehicles “on the road”: 
1.  May 20, 2006:  Van Dusen ABFM:  For 
once, the ABFM was without rain.  Club mem-
ber’s vehicles were liberally distributed through-
out the park.  There were lots of First Timer 
vehicles this year, as well as old favourites.  
Vancouver Coast Branch vehicles won 15 tro-
phies and ex-member Jim Cave’s Met won two 
trophies and Jim also won the UK trip.  Follow-
ing the event, we trooped along to the Rich-
mond home of Alan and Mary Lou Miles for the 
traditional post-Van Dusen Garden Party.  This 
was our first year at the Miles’ and we all be-
haved ourselves to ensure an invite back next 
year.  Also at the Garden Party were two of 
Alan’s buddies (Ohan and Richard) from the 
Rootes Group club who had their Sunbeam 
Alpine present, one of which would be their 
main entry in the 2006 Targa Newfoundland.   
2.  June 6, 2006:  Regular Monthly Meeting.  
This was held at Coast Imports, purveyors of 
used import car parts (British and other), other-
wise known as a wrecker’s yard.  Here, Tri-
umph Spitfire bonnets were lined up like grave-
stones in a cemetery.  Lots of Jags in various 
stages of “undress”, plus an old Bedford deliv-
ery van doing service as a storage shed.  I went 
in search of door mirrors for our Rover, but 
came away empty handed.   
3.  June 11, 2006:  Vancouver Coast Branch 
Run:  Thirteen club cars and their owners 
showed up for the enjoyable tour through the 
back roads of the Fraser Valley.  This run was 
organized by Ken Miles who hinted it become 
an annual club event 
4.  Pre-AGM/Brits Around BC “Welcome Drive”:  
Bence McIntrye organized a drive to welcome 
the Vancouver Island OECC members who 
were driving to Hope on their way to the Soci-
ety’s AGM and Brits Around BC.  Bence met 
the Islanders in Tsawwassen and with other 
Vancouver Coast Branch members drove our 
country roads to Aldergrove Lake for lunch.  
The Rover and I met them all at the Lake and 
after lunch, the five or so Islander cars, along 
with the three Coast cars wended our way 
through Aldergrove, Abbotsford, Sardis, and 
Chilliwack to Agassiz.  At Agassiz, at the side of 
the road, the “Coasters” said “Goodbye” to the 
Islanders with the former returning, individually 
to their homes and the latter proceeding on to 
Hope.  From Hope, the Islanders were driving 
to the AGM and Brits Around BC. 
5.  July 1, 2006:  Rally in the Valley:  Linda and 

I drove to Penticton in our 
daily driver and met up with 
Club members at Rally in the 
Valley.  Some members were 
with us (sort of) on the drive 
up the previous day, whereas 
others arrived in Penticton at 
the conclusion of Brits Around 
BC.  July 1st was a very hot 
day and the Convention Cen-
tre parking lot location for the 
Show was not the favourite 
place to be.  Thankfully there 
were lots of large shade trees 
for us to hide under.  There 
were, of course, lots of British 
cars to see, and as it was our 
first time at Rally in the Valley, 
a lot of them we’d never seen 
before 
6.  July 4, 2006:  Regular Monthly meeting.  
MCL Motors in Vancouver was our meeting 
venue, although the MCL person with the know 
forgot to tell the MCL person who was to be 
there.  As such, we were patiently waiting for 
someone to show, but no one was coming.  
After Chris Walker and Gerry Chatterton did 
their “widow-shopping” trick and spied a busi-
ness card with a contact number on it, an MCL 
sales rep. was contacted and eventually let us 
in to the showroom.  The last time we were at 
MCL, the garage section was closed off to us; 
not so this time.  Nor were we given any “Don’t 
go in there” instructions.  I’ve never seen so 
many Bentley’s up in the air on hoists.  Come to 
think of it, I’ve never seen a Bentley in the air 
before!  After about 15 minutes with us, the 
salesperson had to leave and gave us instruc-
tions on how to lock up.  We had free reign 
7.  July 16, 2006:  Minter Garden Concours:  
This annual “showing of the steel” is one enjoy-
able event.  Vehicles parked on grass, 
lots of trees for shade, lots of flowers for 
colour.  At this year’s event, there were 
several Vancouver Coast Branch first-
timers.  For example, John & Marnie 
Pierson’s 1911 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost 
(1st place in class, plus People’s Choice 
Award), and Steve & Liz Blake’s 1930 
MG M Type (3rd in class).  John drove his 
Rolls all the way from West Vancouver to 
Minter and back again.  Impressive!  Also 
impressive was that there were 11 Van-
couver Coast Branch vehicles on show 
which resulted in the winning of 5 
awards.  .   
8. August 1, 2006:  Regular Monthly 
meeting.  Time for our 2nd Annual August 
Meeting Evening Picnic.  Like last year, 

we were at the Stewart Historical Farm House 
Park in South Surrey.  A very pleasant location 
for a “meeting”.  Once food was out of the way 
we dealt with the Agenda in a real hurry so that 
the real reason for the venue could begin.  We 
had a run through south Surrey and into White 
Rock where we paraded our vehicles for the 
coffee shop crowd and beach-front strollers.  
Because this was White Rock, Royal Waves 
were required from all participants (drivers and 
passengers).  Most pleasant.   
Well, that’s it from the Vancouver Coast 
Branch.  Coming up in the next report will be 
the second running of the Annual Club BBQ at 
Queens Park in New Westminster.  At this 
event, there will probably be the bocce ball 
“Contest-on-a-steeply-sloped-field”, guaranteed 
to test the nerve of the perfectionist characters 
in attendance.  Also there will be reports on 
meetings and the other Vancouver Coast 
Branch “goings-on”. 

Branch Members at the Miles’ ABFM Garden Party swap-
ping stories of the day 

Roy Wilkins checking out the new Bentley Ar-
nage –R at MCL Motor Cars, Price $340,000 not 
including taxes 



CENTRAL ISLAND BRANCH Submitted by Doug Unia  

 We have been busy this summer attending 
many events. 
  Brits Round B.C. was another success with 
participants enjoying great scenery, renewing 
old friendships and making new ones, 
visiting interesting stops and enduring hot 
weather. Kudos to Ken and Adele Hedges for 
their fine job as wagon masters this year, 
  Some of out member attended the Saltspring 
Island show on July 1st again this year. Atten-
dance was slightly down to 144 cars 
but the location was better at the grass field 
next to the High School allowing for easier 
access  and more room. A wide variety of  
classics and vintage models both domestic 
and foreign including a 1967 Daimler Majestic 
Major with 39,000 original miles. 
  Wayne Peddie and the Brits on the Beach 
team staged anther successful day at transfer 
Beach in Ladysmith on Sunday July 16. 
170 cars and 17 motorcycles attended to en-
joy the fine weather and relaxed automotive 
scene. 
  Three members attended to JCC Victoria 
meet Jaguars on the Island on July29. Hard-
ware was collected by Doug and Judy Unia  
is the Enthusiasts Class and Martyn Green in 
Jaguar XJ-S Drivers Class. 
  July 30 saw 14 cars and 28 people compet-
ing in Malcolm and Janet Hargraves Scaven-
ger Hunt. Don and Peg Badger were the over-
all victors. 
  Five cars attended the 25th Anniversary 
meet of the Victoria MG Club at Cadboro Bay 
on July 23. An interesting route was followed 
on the  
stopping at Mill Bay for Fish and Chips and 
Chemainus for ice cream (another hot day), 
  Nine member made up the OECC entry in 
the Ladysmith Parade on August 5. Our entry 
in the soap-box derby, piloted by 
Zach, finished a close third. 
  Dave and Linda Harris hosted a Sunday BBQ 
at their "PAD" at Saratoga Beach August 6. 11 
Cars enjoyed a run up the Oceanside                                                      
route to meet with member already there for 
an enjoyable afternoon. Thanks to Dave and 
Linda. 
  Seven cars attended the Fillberg Car Show 
hosted by the Comox Valley Branch on Sun-
day August 13. Another fine day was enjoyed 
by 
all with awards won by Hedges (MGB ) Mike 
Green (BSA Scout) Martyn Green (Jaguar XJ-
S Drophead) and Best Overall Al and Irene 
Thompson in their Austin FX-4 Taxi. 
 We are looking forward to coming fall events 
including ECAIP at Fort Rodd Hill. 
    



NORTH ISLAND BRANCH Submitted by Karen and David Whitsworth 

Drivers met the Challenge 
August 12 at North Island College was the site of  the OLD ENGLISH CAR 
CLUB’s annual Driver’s Challenge.  This year the course was designed by Den-
nis Broad and involved a lot of skill on the part of the drivers that competed for 
the North Island Cup.  The driver was allowed four runs.  One run to learn the 
course, two runs to produce an average time and the challenge was to complete 
the fourth run in as close to the exact time as that average time.  Speed was not 
a requirement to win, and the collector cars that took part, driven in most part by 
drivers who are no longer teenagers, in fact most were retired people.  The 
winner was Derrick Sparks from Victoria who was driving a 1979 MGB LE! 
The Drivers Challenge was the first of two events sponsored by the Old English 
Car Club the All British Meet was also very successful.  The weather was hot 
and dry and Filberg Park was beautiful so the cars were shown at their best.  An 
awesome job of judging the cars by Robert Kirk, from Courtenay Car Centre 
brought delighted smiles to the winners in each class as they were presented 
with ribbons.  Best of show as decided by a high point score was the 1965 Aus-
tin Taxi owned by Al and Irene Thompson.  The Best of Show British Motor Bike 
was the 1970 BSA owned by Tom Lavis who had to spend a bit of time trying to 
strap the beautiful print that he won onto his bike for his trip back to Powel 
River! 
 The people who checked out all the cars on the grass were overwhelming in 
their votes for Barrie Sucksmith’s beautiful 1929 Rolls Royce Phantom 3 and 
Wayne Selini’s  1967  Norton Atlas motorbike. 
The Car Club was very grateful to all the public interest in the show and their 
very generous contributions of over $800 to YANA. 
The All British Meet is in its sixth year and is held in the Filberg Park the week-
end after the Filberg Festival.  The club is able to hold this even due to the very 
generous donation by Greenwood Pies who pay for the rental of the park for the 
event. 
The support given by the local businesses in the nature of prizes was over-
whelming.  Canadian Tire, Crown Isle, NAPA, PLATES, LORDCO, Island Pro 
Detailing, Nanaimo Brew Pub, Whytes Framing, Pilon Tools, and the Black Fin 
Pub who support so many local events help to make the Meet such a success. 
Anyone interested in joining the Old English Car Club can contact David 
Whitworth at 338-0026.  The only requirement to join is an interest in British 
Cars, some members don’t own one they just love them! 
 

A 50 year old Love Affair 
Bill Holgate tells how it was love at first sight when he spotted a beautiful red 
1949 MGTC on a lot in Prince Rupert.  Being young and impulsive he sacrificed 
a little cash, his Ford Prefect and his old Motor Bike just to own the TC.  That 
was 50 years ago in 1956! 
Bill was the third owner of the car.  The first owner bought and raced it in Van-
couver for 5 or so years.  The second owner bought the car in 1954 and gave it 
new side panels and a new paint job turning it from “Sequoia Cream” to the 
beautiful red that caught Bill’s eye. 
 Bill who now lives in Royston has driven the beautiful little roadster to many 
places collector cars have never thought to go.  He took his wife Irene on their 
honeymoon down to Sandiago in it.  He has gone as far North as Prince Rupert 
and even taken it on a coastal steamer to bring it to Ocean Falls.  Bill put the car 
into a dry garage for 23 years and when he retired and had  some time in 2003 
he found that the TC was in great condition.  He suggests maybe we should do 
the same with our wives! 
Bill has done some minor repairs himself and professionally had the engine 
rebuilt and now has joined the Old English Car Club.   He and his wife are  thor-
oughly enjoying driving and showing off one of the most traditional looking 
sports cars ever built.  Presently the 1949 MGTC has 83,000 miles of driving 
pleasure on its speedo which when you come to see it will amaze you, as it 
looks better than when it was brand new! 



Some of the sights at the 2006 VANCOUVER ABFM Photos Submitted by Chris Walker 

Your Editor/President standing beside a 1950 Rolls Royce Silver Wraith as 
big as a house 

Members Kelly Beenham, Chris Walker, John and Gerry Chatterton 
enjoying the day sitting by Dave and Chris Walker’s Austin 7 

A very rare Sunbeam Harrington in beautiful original condition Member Michael Smith’s exotic Aston Martin DB7, one of the first 
with a V12 (so James Bond can get away at 180 mph) 

An original 1928 Morris Estate Wagon ready to take out on a Hunting Party A beautiful Bentley S3 once owned by movie star Gloria Swanson 



The British Columbia Aircare Collector Car Club Council 
Submitted by Fred Bennett 
FIVE YEARS OF PROGRESS 
In September 2000, the province instituted 
an emissions requirement for vehicles apply-
ing for collector vehicle status. Predictably, 
this policy change was met with apprehen-
sion from collector car hobbyists. In re-
sponse, the AirCare program approached a 
number of collector car clubs to determine 
the best way to ensure that this group had a 
voice into future AirCare policy modifications 
or enhancements that would impact their 
hobby. This led to the formation of the Col-
lector Car Club Council (CCCC) which met 
for the first time on July 5, 2001. 
The Collector Car Clubs were represented 
by: John Carlson (National Association of 
Antique Automobile Clubs of Canada Corpo-
ration) Fred Bennett (Old English Car Club & 
the Coalition of Concerned Collector Car 
Clubs which involves a collection of unique 
clubs including the Specialty Vehicle Asso-
ciation of BC) and, Jim Macdonald (Vintage 
Car Club of Canada) 
The formation of the AirCare CCCC estab-
lished a valuable working relationship be-
tween AirCare administrators and the collec-
tor car community. It also proved to be an 
effective forum where opinions have been 
heard and real solutions implemented to the 
direct benefit of the hobby.  
Currently, the Council has representation 
from: AirCare, ICBC, Envirotest Canada (the 
AirCare testing contractor), National Asso-
ciation of Antique Automobile Clubs of Can-
ada Corporation (NAAACCC), Old English 
Car Club (OECC), Collation of Concerned 
Collector Car Clubs, Specialty Vehicle Asso-

ciation of BC (SVABC), Vintage Car Club of 
Canada (VCCC), Other associations as 
supported by the above. 
The AirCare CCCC generally meets quar-
terly. Part of every meeting is a summary of 
constituent concerns that are brought for-
ward by the collector car club representa-
tives. This provides both AirCare and ICBC 
the opportunity to respond to specific issues 
and ensures that collected car enthusiasts 
are treated fairly within the system. 
As part of establishing an ongoing relation-
ship with collector vehicle owners, AirCare 
representatives have attended collector car 
club general meetings to answer questions 
regarding AirCare policies or business rules. 
The AirCare CCCC also helps facilitate as-
sistance for  
vehicle owners with particularly challenging 
diagnosis and repair issues by giving them 
access to AirCare technical staff and use of 
AirCare’s Research Laboratory. This has 
been a valuable part of the CCCC and bene-
fited individual hobbyist greatly. 
IMPORTANT DATES 
February 2001: AirCare exempts pre-1934 
vintage vehicles from emissions testing 
July 5, 2001: AirCare Collector Car Club 
Council meets for the first time 
March 26, 2002: The Collector Car Club 
Council expands to include ICBC. This al-
lows Collector Car Club members to address 
licensing and insurance issues directly with 
representative from ICBC. (A representative 
from the ICBC’s Specialty Licensing/
Insurance Department attends the meetings 
as a member of the Council.) 

April 1, 2002: AirCare introduced an alterna-
tive test procedure for vehicles applying for 
Collector or Modified Collector plates that 
have been pre-approved by ICBC for collec-
tor status. This change originated from input 
provided by the Collector Car Club Council. 
Potential collector vehicles were now re-
quired to pass an “idle only” test rather than 
a full driving test as a condition of receiving 
collector status.  
In subsequent meetings from 2002 to 2006 
many topics have been discussed including 
potential changes to Mod A & Mod B re-
quirements, composite and steel after mar-
ket bodies, period accessories and the ex-
pansion of the modified collector plate pro-
gram to a rolling year cut off.  
June 2006: ICBC expands the model year 
eligibility for modified collector cars to 1958 
and older (from 1948 and older).  This new 
segment of vehicles will require a full Air-
Care test as a condition of qualifying for 
modified collector status. The emission re-
quirement for these vehicles will be minimal, 
as most of these 1949-1958 model year 
vehicles have always received a full AirCare 
test as a condition of operation on the regu-
lar “blue and white” license plate. In other 
words, the new modified designation will not 
change the test type or emissions standards 
for these vehicles. 
Peter Hill, Chair, Collector Car Club Council  
(Peter has been Manager, Program Policy 
for the AirCare program since the program’s 
inception in 1992). 

In the early days there were a good number of home built “specials at Westwood and some of them were very successful.  This 
is Chuck Meredith in his Merelei Special which had a tube frame, aluminum body, MG TD chassis components and a modified 
MG TF 1500 engine.  Progress moved fast in the 50’s and 60’s and behind Chuck is a new shape of things to come, a “works 
made” mid-engined formula car, probably a Lotus.  The third car, an early small mouth TR3, looks to have many miles on it 
flogging around the race track. 

Westwood Race Circuit 1960 



ROAD  TRIP TO CLINTON by Steve Diggins 
On August 12 it was time for a road trip to 
Clinton because we had heard that a junk-
yard up there was being cleared out and cars 
were headed to the crusher. This yard had 
already yielded some interesting cars such 
as the Austin Westminster Countryman of 
Elaine LaFontaine and the Vauxhall wagon 
of Italo Cirillo. Over the past six or so years 
the yard has been picked over pretty good 
but there were still a few vehicles and parts 
that could be saved. 
I took my Cambridge up with Peter Pel and 
Glen Reid. Pat Jones and Paul Edge went 
up in Paul’s pickup towing a U-haul car 
trailer.  Pat had phoned the junkyard the 
previous week and asked the guy in charge 
to save an Austin Cambridge and a Morris 
Oxford. These guys were going to bring 
something back! 
When we arrived the scrap metal guys were 
already there and had quite a few cars piled 
up. Pat went straight for the Cambridge to 
strip a few parts off and noticed it had 
“SAVE” painted on it. When he talked to the 
guy in charge about it he said “Oh, I just sold 
that to a guy from Prince George.” Well, so 
much for that one so they asked where the 
Oxford was. He said it was down the end 
and to the right. This is the one they were 
going to bring home. When they got there it 
was bashed up and stacked with others. Oh 
doom, gloom and many curse words.  
I was hoping Peter Pel would save a rare 
early fifties Austin three ton truck. I thought it 
wasn’t in too bad of shape and (despite hav-
ing a car parked on its roof) but Pete thought 
it was a little too rough for his liking. So, I 
guess that ended up you know where. 
On the way back we made a few stops. We 
had spotted an Austin A40 pickup truck in 
someone’s yard so Pat and Paul stopped to 
inquire if it was for sale. “Nope” the fella said 
“I’m going to drop a 350 Chevy into it.”  
The five of us stopped at an orchard just 
outside of Spense’s Bridge to see what the 
mystery car was we spotted sitting out in the 
sun. It turned out to be a Vanguard. Not the 
nice rounded back one, but the ugly notch 
back style. This is the only one I have ever 
seen which reminds me that rare does not 
necessarily mean desirable.  
Another stop we made was to take a look at 
the old Alexandra suspension bridge opened 
in 1927 and used to 1960. If you traveled up 
the canyon in those years you would have 
used this bridge. One of the neat things 
about it is that it has a metal grating deck so 
when you walk over it you can look straight 
down to the river This replaced the first Alex-

andra Bridge built in 1863 for the Cariboo 
Road which was damaged by the great flood 
of 1894 and finally dismantled in 1910. So for 
seventeen years there was no road to the 
interior of BC. Then the automobilists arrived 

on the scene and demanded one. Three 
cheers for the automobilists as they were 
known back I the early years and the great 
tradition of road trips lives on. 



A Golden Moment for a 

“T”RUSTY “R”USTY SPIKE Written by Glen Reid 

This is not so much a TR-3 story as it is a TR-
3 snapshot a brief incident which brightened 
my day and has remained in my memory for 
20 years or so.  The recounting of it, in fact, 
will take longer than the living of it did, and to 
recreate it for the reader will require consider-
able background, but please bear with me for 
it was a delicious moment. If you’re willing, 
then, let’s pretend that it is once again 1973, 
just barely post-hippie and, thankfully, pre-
disco.  If a fellow is 22 and he has a few hun-
dred bucks to spare, he has his choice of 
somewhat shabby but strong running TR-3s. 
In other words, life is good. 
Back in those days we foreign car freaks were 
still enjoying the tail end of the “sports car 
movement’ of the 50’s and 60’s.  This was a 
time of remarkable friendliness and courtesy 
between strangers on the road, providing said 
strangers were motoring about in a vehicle of 
interest.  I remember being quite delighted to 
discover that people in other sports cars 
would smile and wave at me as we passed 
and I quickly grasped the not inconsiderable 
intricacies of waving etiquette, this being an 
informal pecking order concerning who was 
expected to wave first and thus risk the minor 
hurt of being ignored in return. 
My TR-3, for example, was firmly in the middle 
of the pack, meaning Spridgets, Spitfires, 
Fiats and suchlike were required to acknowl-
edge my superior (read: louder and faster) 
machine with an eager motion of the hand 
while I, if in a benevolent mood, would casu-
ally nod or lift a digit from my steering wheel in 
return. Of course, should I encounter a Mor-
gan or Lotus or something, the positions were 
reversed and I became the frowning admirer, 
dutifully paying tribute with the initial wave.  
There were, of course, grey areas within this 
hierarchy such as the misguided notion of MG 
A drivers that their ambulatory sewing ma-
chines were somehow equivalent to my thun-
dering old TR, and the inexplicable arrogance 
of bathtub Porches owners who seemed un-
aware that they were even slower than the 
MGs, but for the most part one’s ranking was 
pretty much dependant upon performance 
capability. 
This was the basic concept, at least, and I’m 
sure that many who are reading this remem-
ber it well, but do you also remember the nu-
merous modifying factors which could raise or 
lower one’s status on any given day?  For 
example, should I in my TR-3 be driving top 
down with my SCCA-approved roll bar in plain 
view I could legitimately expect a Mk III 

Healey pusher with side glass and top up to 
give me the first wave.  Similarly, were I to be 
chugging sedately around a corner and en-
counter a Bugeye sliding through the other 
way on opposite lock, then, by God, I’d give 
that trouper a full arm acknowledgement and 
be unconcerned if he were too busy to make a 
return gesture. 
And here I should also make mention of those 
demigods of the road who could be relied 
upon to seldom, if ever, return a wave, these 
being the owners of E-Type Jaguars, Aston 
Martins and the various Italian exotica.  I lived 
in a large west coast city and it was not at all 
unusual to encounter a DB-6 or Maserati of 
some sort, but giving them a salute just wasn’t 
the thing to do.  Almost an act of impudence, 
old boy, snort, harrumph!  Also of interest was 
the fact that drivers of Corvettes and 911s 
were somehow never included in the game.  
These people might have returned a wave if 
they ever noticed one, but they never did.  I 
suspect that such vehicles are often pur-
chased by non-enthusiasts in order to make a 
fashion statement rather than to drive an en-
joyable car.  I swear you could run an 8-litre 
Bentley past them at speed and they wouldn’t 
even look up, being preoccupied with the fit of 
their sitzpelts, in the case of the Porsches, or 
with the June centre fold for the ‘Vette owners.  
But, I digress. In general terms this is how the 
sports care scene played itself out in my home 
town at that point in time.  Now to set the 
stage for a brief moment of glory for the Tri-
umph marque, which I am sure the prescient 
among you can already see coming. 
Being the young and foolish (instead of old 
and foolish, as I am now) I used to drive my 
pale yellow, small grille TR-3 top down 
through the winter.  At first I did this because I 
couldn’t afford a top and curtains, but later I 
persisted in such foolishness for the sheer hell 
of it.  If I occasionally got a bit wet, well that 
was all part of the fun.  What was worse, at 
least in my parent’s eyes, was that early in 
each spring I would pull off the windshield and 
stash it in the basement (where such impedi-
ments to aerodynamic efficiency belong, I 
might add) and drive through the rest of the 
summer and fall with only Brooklands screens 
between my grinning mug and the insects of 
Canada.  I thought this was grand and still do, 
although I must admit that if it rains on you 
with only aero screens for protection, you do 
get wet enough to spoil your day. Nowadays I 
keep a Rambler for weather like this. 
Anyway, one drizzly April morning in 1973 I 

decided to run the Seymour Mountain Hill-
climb.  This, you must understand, was not a 
sanctioned event – it was just a nice twisty 
road up a local mountain, with lots of hairpins 
and not much traffic, and anytime you felt like 
a good howl up the slope, (and a better one 
back down) then by golly the Hillclimb was on.  
Picture it then, if you will, an unrepentant 
young reprobate in a beat- up old TR-3, bel-
lowing through the mist up a deserted moun-
tain road,  I was having a ball and, as usual, 
somewhat mystified as to how the rest of the 
city had found something better to do at 8 
o’clock on a Sunday morning.  Where was 
everybody?  Was I the only guy in town who 
had his priorities straight? 
As is turned our, that day I wasn’t.  Screaming 
down the mountain, and I mean screaming, 
was the number one most beautiful, most 
desirable, most sell-your-soul-to-have-one, 
performance vehicle of the period, a Ferrari 
365 GTB-4 Daytona, blood red, of course.  In 
a second I realized that here was a kindred 
spirit, just somewhat better turned out than 
myself, and I decided to throw him a wave just 
because I was feeling so damn good that 
morning.  If he chose to ignore the presumptu-
ous bumpkin in the ratty old British four-
banger, I wouldn’t have really cared.  Well, I 
never got the chance to wave because as we 
flashed past one another he was already lay-
ing a big grin and a thumbs-up on me!  You’d 
better believe I was chuckling all the way up 
the mountain and all the way down, and I think 
the old TR was running a bit stronger too.  A 
goddamn Ferrari and he waved first!  I could 
hardly wait to tell my buddies then, and I’ve 
dined out on the story every since. 
I’m sure my aero screens and the rain played 
their part in producing the unprecedented 
recognition but mostly I suspect this Ferrari 
pilot was paying his respect to the TR-3s of 
the world by waving to my old beater.  Anyone 
who’s had a significant involvement with these 
cars seems to come away with a unique set of 
fond memories and a real respect for their 
character.  Would this guy have waved to a 
Sunbeam Alpine?  “Not hardly”, as John 
Wayne used to say. 
It seems strange to most people to describe a 
machine as being fun-loving, honest and 
tough as a rusty spike, but that’s what TRs 
were and still are, and even if a fellow moves 
upscale (to a Ferrari Daytona, perhaps) he’s 
not likely to ever forget the particular magic 
that only a TR-3 can provide. 



TRUCKING IN BC - IN THE BEGINNING 
If you like history you have to like this magnificent photograph. It was taken in 1913 and is a panoramic view of the Gilley Bros. rolling stock. W

hat you see here is 
just the middle one third of the photograph. This was when trucks were taking over from horses and wagons and Gilley Bros. were proud to have three trucks in op-
eration, two of them British. The most interesting one is the 1910 Foden steam wagon to the left. The city of New W

estminster bought two in 1910 and sold them off 
in 1913. This one still has the “City of New W

estminster” painted on the side so maybe it has just arrived to the new owners. The truck to the right is an FW
D which 

is gasoline powered and you can see the back end of a third truck which is an American built gasoline powered W
hite. The Foden is steamed up and with a load of 

gravel is ready to roll. 



1959 Ad from a “Theatre Under The Stars” Program 
Submitted by Don Arason 




