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FROM THE EDITOR
In this edition of The Spanner we have updates
from the branches so we can see what they
have been doing and what is planned for the
summer months. Yes, it looks to be a very busy
time within the club with lots of good events
ahead.
An update regarding the Vancouver AGM, May
20 is that the meeting and lunch will be held at
Seasons In The Park restaurant in Queen
Elizabeth Park instead of the Vancouver Rowing Club. There was a problem with the catering
service at the Rowing Club with their pricing
structure, they were trying to nickel and dime us
with little extras such as cutlery and server’s
wages, so it has been decided to move it to a
restaurant where all those charges are included
in the price of the food. This is going to be a
very entertaining Victoria Day weekend for
British car enthusiasts so we hope you make
plans to take it in. If you have never been to the
Vancouver ABFM here is a good reason to do
so.
One of our new members, Ohan Korlikian, who
is a Rootes Group enthusiast and owns a Sunbeam Alpine went on quite the adventure last
year. He drove his Alpine all the way across the
country, participated in the Targa Newfound-

land and then drove all the way back. Wow! We
have more on Ohan and his exploits on another
page.
Steve Harris from Parksville has rejoined the
club and he (like me) enjoys the prewar cars.
Steve has written an article on coach built cars
and the ones he has owned. These are the
ones with wood framed bodies and hand
formed metal panels put on. In the last issue
you can see this old body construction method
in Mike Green’s article on his BSA Scout restoration. Thanks to Steve and Mike for their articles.
In the last issue I wrote about the genius of the
Austin Seven chassis. Well a few weeks after it
came out I was thumbing through some of my
old Road and Tracks from the sixties and I
came across an article on the Baby Peugot.
Ettore Bugatti at this time did car designs for
various companies and was commissioned by
Peugot to create the new small car. The unique
rear suspension was his doing. For the Austin
Seven the front suspension layout with radius
arms in order to keep things light (one traverse
leaf spring instead of two longitudal) and torcionally rigid for front brakes was that of Hubert
Austin. The other aspect Austin incorporated
into the equation was a triangulated chassis

Oil Technical update: The lack of ZDDP
(Zinc Dialkil Dithio Phosphate) in modern oils
is wearing out our engines prematurely, especially cams and tappets.

and "cling" lubrication, lower revving with
lesser machine tolerances. Such a widely
different specification demands a totally different lubricant. The Castrol Classic Oils
range offers formulations for older vehicles
that have been specially blended for the work
they have to do.
Inadequate detergent will result in gum and
lacquer clinging to the hotter engine components - too much detergent can cause a build
up of metallic ash in the combustion chambers of older engines. In older engines with
traditionally high oil consumption, this will
cause detonation and pinking.
In older engines where the carbon has built
up over a number of years the detergents can
also have a scouring effect causing the carbon to flake off, blocking up oil galleries and
spray jets. High levels of detergent will
"wash" traces of carbon from seals and gaskets, revealing oil leaks.
Inadequate anti-oxidant and the oil will permanently thicken during high temperature
motoring, with large amounts of gum and

The formulations required for modern vehicles are very different from those needed for
older vehicles. Oils for modern engines comply with the latest API ratings of SG and SH
and are ideal for the design of a modern engine. A classic car engine has the opposite
characteristics with cork/graphite/rope seals,
low pressure cog driven oil pumps, wider oil
ways with greater dependence on "splash"

frame with a very narrow front cross member
This also knocked off weight and increased
chassis strength.
Through the nineteen twenties Austin Seven
race cars dominated the small bore class. Then
in the thirties the beautiful little MG overhead
cam cars arrived on the scene and took over.
These were purposely built sports cars with
more power than the Austins and much better
brakes. OECC members Steve and Liz Blake
have a beautifully restored 1931 M type MG,
the first of the OHC’s and Peter Welch has one
in his collection.
You will not see technical articles in The Spanner primarily because we have so many different cars and you can find this sort of information somewhere else. However, the bit below
should be important to all of us. I find this completely amazing and thank Steve Hutchens for
letting us know about it.
I talked to Robert Atkins of the South Island
Branch recently and he says that the Restoration Fair held on Easter Sunday was a success
with a good turn out of cars and lots of people.
That sounds like a good way to start the year
and we have a steady stream of events to enjoy. I hope to see you out at them. Steve Diggins
varnish clogging filters and piston rings
Inadequate anti-wear additive and the oil film
between moving parts breaks down prematurely, resulting in metal to metal contact and
irreparable damage.
Inadequate corrosion inhibitors and engine
internals become pitted with corrosion and
rust from acids and water formed during combustion.
Inadequate dispersing results in soot, wear
metals and the by-products of combustion
settling out in the sump to form a thick
sludge, that will block filters and oil ways.
Inadequate pour point depressant and the oil
ceases to flow at low temperatures, with excessive strain on the oil pump or in certain
cases, oil starvation on start-up causing complete failure of the lubrication system.
Castrol Classic Oils are formulated in the
style of the original products but using the
most appropriate additive technology to provide the best protection for your classic engine. Please see recent editions of the
Roundabout for more information.

THE MONTAGU OF BEAULIEU AWARD
The first presentation of this award which
recognizes those who are dedicated to our
hobby and lead by example were Ken and Pat
Miles. A letter and copy of The Spanner were
sent to Lord Montagu to let him know who
won the award and that it is very much appreciated by our club. We also extended an invitation to Lord Montagu and his wife to join us
on the Victoria Day weekend for the Vancouver ABFM and our AGM.
Lord Montagu replied with the following letter.
Dear Mr. Diggins,
Thank you for your letter. I am delighted to
hear that Ken and Pat Miles have won the
Montagu of Beaulieu Award and I send my
congratulations to them.
It would indeed be wonderful to come and visit
you in May, but my diary is more than full with
events at that time. I wish your rally on 20 May
every success and trust the British cars will be
of good quality.
I will, however, be going to Pebble Beach in
August. Should you be there perhaps we
could meet.
Again, my thanks for your kind invitation.
Yours truly
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu

The second awarding of this trophy will take
place at our upcoming Vancouver AGM. We
have three nominations to choose from and all
are deserving enthusiasts. The following in
alphabetical order are insights to the nominees.
John Beresford John is a member of the
South Island Branch and has been quite involved in various capacities such as being the
editor of their branch newsletter, The Dynamo,
and a principal organizer of the English Car
Affair in the Park.
He has worked on and restored many British
vehicles including ground up jobs on his 1937
Singer 9 Bantam and a 1950 Commer Superpoise truck. It takes a special enthusiast to
save the rare examples of our British motoring
heritage. John currently has a Healy 100/6 in
the garage for a ground up restoration.
Steve Diggins Steve is a member of the Vancouver Coast Branch and has been serving as
their events and meeting coordinator for the
past three years. He is also the president of
our club and editor of The Spanner. He is
probably best known as the originator of the
Vancouver ABFM which he ran for the first ten
years.
Steve started with British Cars in his mid

teens helping his father restore a „27 Austin 7.
His first car in 1969 was an MGTC.
He has owned a good number of British cars
from 1935 Jaguar SS1 to 67 XKE and drives
an Austin Cambridge daily. He has done
three ground up restorations of his own and
currently is doing a 1958 Austin A95. He has
saved a number of prewar British cars for
further projects.
Ken and Lorraine Finnigan
Ken and
Lorraine are members of the High Country
Branch based in Kamloops. Both are dyed in
the wool car enthusiasts. Ken got his start with
British cars back in the fifties racing them
when they were new. He was very active with
racing clubs for sports cars. In 1956 he bought
a new MGA and went racing which led to an
MGA twin cam and others for the track.
In the late sixties Ken became interested in
restoring cars (fixing what he broke racing?)
and by 1986 did his first ground up restoration, a 1956 Austin Healey 100/6. He has
owned and worked on numerous British cars
and has completed a ground up restoration on
an MGTD. He is about to start in on a 1949
MG Y touring . Ken is a founding member of
the High Country Branch.

A letter of Nomination:
Dear Steve:
As you are nearing the end of your term as
President, let me congratulate you on providing such effective and dependable leadership
to the OECC over the past two years. You
have been a most agreeable person to deal
with, and your presence at the „helm‟ and your
personal contribution to the Society will be
greatly missed. However, the work of managing the Society must continue and it is in relation to the matter of succession that I write to
you now.
When we spoke on the phone last month, I
mentioned that we of the Central Island
Branch would like to put forward one of our
members as a candidate for your position,
once you leave it. Because I am not sure of
the Society‟s procedure in such matters, I ask
that you kindly advise the person responsible
for accepting nominations that we wish to
propose Wayne Peddie for the position of
President of the Old English Car Club Society.
I will, of course, also be prepared to formally
nominate him – I am supposing that would be
at the AGM.
Wayne is a longtime and very loyal member in
the Central Island Branch. He and his wife Jan
are owners of a Triumph TR6 and are regular
participants in club activities. In 2006, Wayne
took on the overall responsibility for planning,
organizing and running our major annual car

show “Brits-on-the-Beach” in Ladysmith. The
fact that it was a most successful event was in
no small measure due to Wayne Peddie‟s
good leadership of his team, and his own
personal attention to detail. Up until a few
weeks ago, Wayne was the busy senior manager of a prominent BC distribution company.
However, he has now retired from that position and would be available to devote the extra time to his interest in old English cars and
a role in the administration of the OECC Society. I believe he would do an excellent job as
President.
Thank you in advance, Steve, for your assistance in this matter, and good luck in your
future activities to do with our old English car
hobby. I understand you will be continuing
with the Spanner; that‟s great news.
Yours sincerely,Al Thompson
Chairman, Central Island Branch OECC

privileges”. The motion was made by Fred
Bennett and seconded by Doug Unia.
There was unanimous acceptance.
Whereas: It is desirable to maintain continuity
among the Executive Group of the Old English
Car Club of BC in order to promote efficient
operation.
Therefore: Be it resolved that:
- The position of Immediate Past President
be identified as a Director of the Old English Car Club of BC and
- That the member holding the position do
so until replaced by an outgoing President
in good standing who is a member of the
Society and
- That the Immediate Past President hold
this position only while in good standing
and a member of the Society
If this motion is passed the following amendments will be made to the by-laws of the
Society
- Page 3, part 5 – Directors and Officers,
section 25, paragraph 1: Amend to read: “
The President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, Immediate Past President, and
one or more other persons shall be the
Directors of the Society”
- Page 3, part 5 – Directors and Officers,
section 25, paragraph 2: Amend to read: “
The number of Directors shall be 6 or such
greater number as may be determined from
time to time at a General Meeting.

Notice of Special Resolution to be voted
on at the AGM
At the Old English Car Club of BC executive
meeting held on October 29, 2006, the following motion was approved for presentation to
the May 20, 2007 Annual General Meeting of
the OECC:
Motion: A special resolution should be
presented at the next AGM that “The immediate Past President be included as a director of the OECC Society with voting

Central Island Branch

Central Island Branch (CIB) has Good Start
for 2007
The 2007 season promises to be a good one
for the CIB. Up until mid-April, 69 members
had renewed for the current year, so our
numbers should easily surpass the 75 or so
we had in 2006. Club activities, under the
capable leadership of our Events Coordinator, Marge Sabourin, have got off to a fine
start with record numbers attending. We
kicked off the season in Feb with a bowling
afternoon, followed by dinner out. Then, in
March, there was a run to a Vancouver Island

Brits Across the Sea
June 23—July 1

winery, in combination with fellow OECC
members from the South Island Branch. In
April, we had our ever-popular Bunny Hop
Run through the country back roads south of
Nanaimo – all of us keeping a watchful eye
open for the always-elusive Easter bunny.
Later in April we will have our usual run
around the Port Alberni locality. It is not unusual these days to have upwards of 20 fine
old English cars out on our runs. Further into
summer – actually between June 23rd and
July 1st – some of us from the CIB will be
joining up with members and cars from other

The Old English Car Club, Comox Valley Branch has a new executive this year and is hoping to carry on with some of the great events that
are so much fun, even if only a few have the time to take part.
Frank DeCarlo is the new Chairman, and he is very enthusiastic and
welcomes everyone to come over to his garage for show and tells as
well as opening his doors to great parties on his huge deck that have
included delicious pig roasts! To contact our club by phone please call
him at 338-2102. Karen Whitworth is the vice, and she and her husband
Dave keep up the British traditions each year with a fun rally and tea in
February. The Ventner‟s Bently was awarded the prize cup for the oldest car entered and Yvonne Higgs and Peter Warrington won for the
best score. Yvonne is the clubs secretary, and with her computer skills
she manages our web site { oecc-comox.com} which is updated continually as we grow! A new member of the club, Koreen Gurak is the treasurer. And she is thoroughly enjoying both her MGB and living in the
Comox Valley.
A Pig roast is planned for April in conjunction with the local Swap and
Show. But the event that we all hope will see lots of interest and support
is our All British Meet at the Filberg August 18-19.
Dennis Broad and David Whitworth do a great job putting on a “Drivers
Challenge‟ in the parking lot of the North Island College. It will be even
better this year as the parking lot has expanded. The Meet and Greet
will be great fun as it is being hosted by Frank DeCarlo and he does a
great BBQ! Sunday, August 19th will see all our cars assembled in the
beautiful Filberg Gardens. We are fortunate to have a British Car expert
in our club, Robert Kirk, who volunteers to “Judge” those cars that wish
to be judged. He has lots of variables he considers worthy of points! So
you do not have to have the perfect car to win a prize, high mileage,
presentation, etc are more important! He will also be available if any one
has a question about their cars. One of the bonus perks of coming to
our Meet is the bottle of wine made here in the Comox Valley with our
excellent water by our wine expert Yvonne Higgs! The first 55 entrants
will get one!

branches for a run through the Sunshine
Coast and the Gulf Islands. Labelled as
BATS – for Brits Across the Sea – this adventure will end up on Saltspring Island with our
participation in the „All-Makes‟ Show & Shine
held in Ganges each year on Canada Day.
Finally, we will again be hosting the annual
car show “Brits on the Beach”. It will be held
on Sunday July 22nd at Transfer Beach in
Ladysmith, and it‟s free. Mark it in your calendar; we would love to see you and your old
English car there…Al Thompson, Chairman
Central Island Branch

An outing we had at the Air Museum, -for a small donation we were
able to get our pictures taken with the backdrop of various planes
that are in the static display. This particular picture is of Bill Sterne
and his Morgan in front of a “Voodoo” which he had flown in his
younger years, and he still fits his uniform!

The Lotus Elite owned by Karen Whitworth is parked in the Filberg
Gardens for the All British Meet. Some people thought that the
ladies feet should be outside the man‟s, but the humor is the opposite, “very British!”

South Island Branch
December Sunday Drive
A perfect day encouraged about two dozen
members in eleven vehicles to take part in
the annual decorated car run. The afternoon
began at the Kinsman Gorge Park, where
judging of the decorations was done by Jim
and Pauline Morrison.
The group then made their way in convoy
downtown to the CH TV food bank drop-off.
Upon arrival, a slight delay ensued while a
TV camera and crew was found and several
club members and their cars subsequently
appeared on the news.
Next stop was the causeway in front of the
Empress, where the group stopped to look at
the Christmas tree display in the Empress
and the teddy bear display at the Grand Pacific, or just relax outside in the afternoon
sunshine.
The day concluded at the Fin & Gill Bar &
Grille at the West Bay Marina. Refreshments
were enjoyed and prizes awarded for the
decorated Old English vehicles. First place
went to the Sparks MG (with talking decorations), second the editorial Commer (with
Charlie Brown Christmas tree) and third to
the Bishop‟s Bedford (with the largest number
of individual decorations).
Thanks to all who participated and to Derrick
for arranging suitable weather on which to
hold the final event for 2006.
January Sunday Drive
One of the largest groups in recent memory
turned out for a tour of the Viking Air facilities
at the airport. Events Coordinator Derrick
Sparks had got 2007 off to a great start.
Viking Air representative Beth Shrieves welcomed the group to the factory and proved to
be an extremely knowledgeable and enthusiastic tour guide. We were shown through the
various manufacturing “cells”, including four
CNC machining centres, and then into the
assembly area where refurbished aircraft
come together.

Viking Air has
acquired the
type
certificates
for
man y
de
Haviland Canada aircraft,
including the
Chipmunk,
Beaver, Otter,
Twin
Otter
and others.
This means
they can supply parts and
refurbish and
upgrade these
aircraft. But
the big event
will be the
eagerly anticipated
approval to begin building
new
Twin
Otters.
In
anticipation of
this,
more
property has
been acquired
across
the
road, where
additional
facilities will
be built.
Outside the
hanger,
of
particular
interest to car restorers, was the remains of a
Twin Otter salvaged from the Maldives. Looking much worse than most of our restoration
projects, this aircraft had its all-important data
plate, allowing it be fully refurbished to better
than new standards.

The day concluded at “Bo Jangles”, a new
restaurant overlooking the runway at the
airport. Their refreshments were most satisfactory.
Our thanks to Beth for coming in to work and
taking the time to show us around the impressive Viking Air facilities, to Derrick for orga-

nizing the afternoon and getting the 2007
Sunday activities off to such a great start.
February Sunday Drive
Initially billed as a visit to Ted Forbes‟ powder
coating facility, Ted‟s reluctance to “go into the
shop on Sunday” worked to everyone's advantage, as we got to see one of the most impressive collections of 1950‟s North American cars
anywhere.
Over 40 members met at the Juan de Fuca
Library parking lot, for pre-trip socializing. Jim
Morrison had in his possession a portable PA
system which was tried out to good effect by
tour leader Derrick Sparks. Driving directions
were provided and then it was off to the 17
Mile House area, via the Esquimalt Lagoon,
Metchosin and Happy Valley roads. Fortunately ample parking was available at the
Forbes home and soon everyone was exploring the first of what would turn out to be a
three garage complex.
The first shop revealed a work area containing
an Edsel Pacer convertible under restoration
and completed examples of various „50‟s Ford
products, including examples of an F100
pickup, Crown Victoria and a Thunderbird.
The vehicles have been restored to an extremely high standard. All kinds of interesting
automobilia, covered the walls and shelves.
The door to a “lean -to” addition to the garage
revealed three more cars in varying stages of
restoration; this was the “paint shop”.
Much to our surprise, we were then told there
was more to see, and we were led into the
back door of the house itself. Five more cars,
including a remarkable Pontiac Parisienne,
were lined up in this area. And through another doorway, another half dozen cars were
visible.
Throughout the tour, Ted and his wife,
Sharon, patiently answered the many questions that arose. We were even encouraged to
look upstairs in the “train room”, where Ted
has just completed a large scale model rail-

way track running around the
perimeter of the room at near
ceiling height. Ted remarked
that his interests include not
just automobiles, but aircraft
and trains as well.
As someone mentioned,
there are no “ordinary” cars in
the Forbes‟ collection of 20
vehicles, all of the cars being
fully optioned hardtops and
convertibles. Hard-to-find
period accessories, including
continental kits and spot
lights, adorned many of them.
The standard of workmanship
was stunning and a credit to
Ted who does most of the
work himself.
As a token of thanks to the
Forbes for generously opening their home to our club,
Derrick presented Ted with
an OECC grille badge. In
turn, Ted said we would be
welcome to return at a future
time, as he is always adding
something new.
The afternoon concluded with
refreshments at the 17 Mile
House. Our thanks to Derrick
for organizing yet another
record-breaking Sunday afternoon run.
Coming Events: Lots to look
forward to!
Sunday, March 25: Godney
Brownell Wine Tour
Sunday, April 8: Second Annual Restoration Fair & Swap
Meet
Sunday, April 22: Daffodil
Rally
May 27: Saturna Island Tour

Thompson Valley Branch We kicked off our 2007 season with our annual Punctually Challenged Xmas Party in February hosted by members
Richard & Fearon Blair. In attendence were new members Andrew &
Marjorie Brims from Osooyus and David and Annamarie Beardsell from
Kamloops as well as 25 of our regular members.
We held our 2007 Event Scheduling meeting in March with several of
our usual events plus a few rejuvenated events including a new venue
for our branch AGM and our Lord Montagu candidate, Ken Finnigan, restarting the MG Y Tourer restoration workshops. The Kamloops chapter
of the Vintage Car Club has invited us to partake in their annual Easter
Day parade and we all hope for no snow or hail this year!! The Vintage
Car Club has also invited us to view their ongoing restoration of an Austin ambulance once owned by the City of Kamloops. We expect a few of
our members to convoy to Vancouver to attend the Society AGM and
Van Deusen ABFM in May.All in all it looks like another activity filled
year for the Thompson Valley Branch
Hustling, Bustling Downtown Kamloops

The gang is all here
ready for a garage tour.

VACOUVER COAST BRANCH. Submitted by
Walter Reynolds. Photos by Steve Hutchens
And so, the winter of 07 gave way to the spring
which, in turn, returned to winter for a few
days. Rain, wind storms, snow and now the
threat of Province-wide flooding is the backdrop for this edition’s report. Here is what our
Branch has been doing and will be doing in the
coming months.
January 2, 2007: Still suffering from the
Christmas – New Year seasonal hang-over,
our January meeting consisted of a simple gettogether and meeting at the Roma Hall in New
Westminster.
February 6, 2007: Regular meeting, this time
at the Rainbow Station Miniature Railway centre in Burnaby. The Branch hosted Nigel Matthews of ICBC’s Collector Vehicle Division.
Nigel presented a slide show of photos taken
at a recent visit to Jay Leno’s personal car
collection. Many a dollar was spent trying to
coax Nigel to reveal the location of the Collection, to no avail!
February 25, 2007: Perhaps for the first time,
we went on a tour of member’s garages. On
this rainy Sunday, we visited the garages of
three members, Gerry Parkinson, Les Foster
and Roy Wilkins. Gerry showed us the RV
trailer he made to tow behind an LBC (P.S.
He’s looking for a P6 Rover 3500 to tow the
trailer), the vehicle hoist he made and the restoration he is doing to his 1958 MGA. At Les’
garage, we looked over all the Ford “stuff he
has, including the vehicle he is currently working on, plus saw four tarp-covered mounds
which he says are vehicles awaiting time and
attention. In Roy’s garage a treat awaited: An
Austin Seven engine waiting to be run. Once
we were gathered Roy fired the engine up and
on it chugged as happy as the day it was first
built. For safety purposes, Roy vented the
exhaust gases through a long pipe out the
doors of the garage.
March 6, 2007: Branch AGM, held at the
Roma Hall. Executive elections results:
Chair:
Ken Miles; Vice-Chair: Steve

Hutchens; Treasurer: Elaine LaFontaine; botsford;
Secretary: Dennis Nelson; Past-Chair: Bart The May 18, 19 and 20 events related to the
Shaw.
Society’s Annual General Meeting which surMarch 18, 2007: This was a Sunday drive to round the May 19th Van Dusen ABFM. These
West Vancouver for a tour of Peter Welch’s events, briefly stated include:
MG collection. Over 20 members attended
May 18th evening: Noggin & Natter at the
this tour, plus we gained four new members.
Abercorn Inn;
Highlights of the collection were a K3MG racMay 19th evening: Happy Hour and dinner
ing car which won the Brooklands 500 in 1934.
at the Cheshire Cheese Pub on Dunbar
The car’s average speed was 106.5 miles per
Street, followed by a no-host bar at the
hour which was higher than the fastest car at
Branch’s Hospitality Suite in the Sylvia Hothat year’s Indianapolis race; a 1935 MGPB
tel;
Airline Coupe; a 1932 MG Magna F1, which
May 20th: 9:30 a.m. group photo at the
has a coach-built body by Styles and was a
Stanley Park Totem Poles followed by a
recent restoration. It is painted in silver and
10:00 a.m. start to this year’s Mini Monte.
blue. All vehicles in the collection have been
Lunch ($30.00 per person) and AGM at the
restored, except for a repainted 1938 MGSA
Seasons in the Park restaurant in Queen
which has a coach built body by Charlesworth.
Elizabeth Park.
Following the tour, the group drove on to So that is it from the Vancouver Coast Branch.
Horseshoe Bay for lunch at Troll’s restaurant. We’re in the time of the year for finishing up
April 3, 2007: Regular monthly meeting, held those items we didn’t get to during the winter
at the Shell Gas Company equipment and (for me, repair cauliflower rusting on the right
memorabilia collection of Ron and Lorraine rear wing – for anyone who’s keeping track of
Rosevear’s in Langley. It has been a few what I reported in the Winter Spanner, I fitted
years since we visited this collection, but we the two new door mirrors, plus got the speedo
still had a good visit and a good turnout. As working again [with the help of Ruth Burgess
the weather was in our favour, several LBC’s and Dave Collis]).
Around the Lower
were driven to the meeting: Rovers were in Mainland, LBC’s are starting to emerge from
the majority!
winter slumber to grace the roads with their
Upcoming events for us include:
unusual beauty and oft referred to “cuteness”.
The April 22nd Annual Spring Run around Fort
Langley which
starts at the Fort
and ends at the Fort
Langley Pub for
obligatory fish,
chips and beer, not
necessarily in that
order;
The
Branch’s
“Memory Motorway”
display at the April
28 and 29 B.C.
Collector and Custom Car Show at
the Tradex in Ab- Roy Wilkins’ carefully cross sectioned Austin 7 engine

Robin A. Fairservice, December 2006.
Tabor Lake, British Columbia, Canada

RESTORING MY 1950 JOWETT
JAVELIN
I purchased my Jowett Javelin in 1995
from Ian Cox who is a former President of
the Old English Car Club of British Columbia. He had owned it for a few years with
the intent to restore it, but had changed his
mind. The car was originally shipped from
England on August 21, 1950, to GORDON
W. BROWN, a dealer at 1040 Alberni
Street in Vancouver who received 131 of
them. I understand that a total of 416 Javelins came to Canada and 36 to the USA. At
one time the Jowett Car Club Javelin Register listed 6 in Canada and 2 in the USA
but of these there only now seem to be two
in Canada (the other belongs to Eric Aldcroft in Ontario) and one in the U.S.A. A
Dr. G. Gills of Vancouver at one time
owned my car but traded it in at Hope
when the transmission gave trouble. It then
went to Naramata in the interior of British
Columbia and was not licensed after 1958.
When I bought it in 1995 the engine was in
pieces in the trunk and the gearbox was
hidden under some cloths. Fortunately

there was virtually no rust in the car at all,
but the car’s interior was in very poor
shape due to the hot summers in the
Okanagan. Ian Cox had collected copies of

the maintenance manuals and parts list,
which have been very helpful in working on
the car. I have subsequently acquired via
E Bay near new copies of the Owners

Manual and the Maintenance Manual. Ian
later acquired the 1958 Centennial plates
that were originally on the car for me.
A local upholsterer has recovered the seats
with red leather. I had new carpets and
door panels made for the interior by a Jaguar Interior restoration company in Vancouver. They commented that the door panels
are similar in construction to an Mk 9 Jaguar’s! The wooden dashboard has been
remade by a local cabinetmaker as water
had caused the plywood to delaminate at
the ends. I purchased a new headliner from
the late Roy Flower of the UK, and the upholsterer who redid the seats helped me in
installing all of the interior.
It would not have been possible to undertake this rebuild without a lot of help from
many people. For the engine Mike Smailes
in the UK was very patient answering my
many questions and finding missing parts
for me, including adapting Ford Fiesta pistons to replace mine. Kips Motors in Texas
were a surprise find as they stock many
parts for what they term British Orphan
cars. I have been successful in finding all of
the parts that I have needed, except I was
not able to find a pair of new 5.75 inch 12
volt headlights to replace mine as the silvering of mine had gone. Fortunately Bill
Lock in England was able to get them resilvered for me. I also took Steve Waldenburg’s advice and bought 5 Michelin Radial
Tires in Leeds whilst on a UK holiday.
When I had to clear customs in Vancouver
it turned out that the lady Customs Officer
and her husband were restoring a Morris
Minor 1000! On another trip to UK I bought
a spare gearbox and it returned to Canada
with us as checked baggage. My wife reckoned the package looked like a machine
gun, but there were no comments when I
checked the strange looking package in at
Heathrow and cleared customs in Vancouver.
The exterior has been painted in a Burgundy colour, instead of its original Grey as
my wife insisted that Burgundy would suit
the luxurious interior better! Dave Coul, a
local painter who was trained to restore
railway passenger carriages, did the paintwork. To choose the colour we toured all of
the new car dealers in town until we found
the colour we wanted. It was then a simple
matter to get the paint code and buy the
paint. We have used a base coat/clear coat
system. I have no ambitions to take the car
to Pebble Beach! Dave also repainted the
metal door trims and buffed up various
chrome parts. I assisted with reinstalling the
front windscreen, which was a bit nerve
wracking.

How to connect up the gearbox linkage
was another challenge. My car is a left
hand drive car, but all of the manuals that I
have show the linkage for a right hand drive
car. Again I wrote to Mike Smailes as I had
recalled that there was a left hand drive car
in England. The owner, Tim Brown, sent a
sketch and pictures of the top of the gearbox to me. Another stroke of luck was a
visit from a second cousin from Perth Australia. He was a retired auto mechanic and
had worked on Jowett Javelins. In two days
we had the gearbox hooked up and the
brakes sorted out. Later I had to take the
front brakes apart and on reassembly I had
a very soft pedal. Eventually in a telephone
discussion with Mike Smailes I realised that
I had tightened up the bolts that hold the
cylinders onto the back plate and the shoes
could not centre themselves. Later on I still
had a soft pedal, and we installed a one
way valve between the master cylinder and
the fluid reservoir which finally cured the
problem.
In March 2004, whilst on holiday in New
Zealand, we accidentally met Vic Morrison
who is the local Jowett repairman. We were
driving towards Christchurch and suddenly
realised that the car that had just turned off
the road looked a bit like a Javelin. Slowing
down I spotted it on a side road turning into
a driveway, so quickly turned around and
followed, surprising Vic as he got out of his
car. We were invited back to his house and
I admired his Jowetts whilst my wife was
shown round the paddocks containing
Shetland Ponies. Vic has subsequently
been very helpful with advice and parts. As
a result of meeting Vic Morrison we joined
some members of the local Jowett club for
coffee in Christchurch the next morning and
saw their spare part’s collection. The engine had been rebuilt early on, but later,
with the help of a local garage, we discovered that the camshaft was badly worn, two
lobes virtually did not exist and although it
ran satisfactorily in 2003, it had quite a
vibration. During the next winter we finally
found out why it vibrated, when the engine
was taken out and the flywheel was balanced. The two faces weren’t even parallel!
Next we had to find out why the Oil Pressure dropped as the engine warmed up.
After taking the engine out again, a local
machine shop discovered that the crankcase was 3 thou. out of alignment! This had
to be line bored; a process that was finally
carried out by Kip Motors in Texas!
When the engine was reinstalled I could not
start it. After checking the ignition and the
carburettors I filled the float chambers with
carburettor cleaner and it still wouldn’t start.

Then I put a fan heater under the engine for
a couple of hours and it started straight
away! Obviously Prince George in March is
too cold for a Javelin, even in an insulated
garage.
The clock had to be rebuilt as it was reluctant to keep going and as well the oil pressure gauge needed a rebuild as it was
gummed up inside. I had cleaned the fuel
tank sending unit but I finally realised that it
had a leak in the float. I found a replacement in New Zealand through that club’s
spares department.
The Jowett Motor Manufacturing Company
was formed in 1901, and was based in
Bradford, Yorkshire. In 1906 their first car
was registered and it had an 815 cc flat
twin water-cooled engine. The company
built various models, with a flat twin engine
up to the Second World War, and in the late

1930’s built a four-cylinder engine as well.
Near to the end of WW 2 the company
hired a draftsman, Gerald Palmer, from the
MG Car Company to design a completely
new sedan. The result was the Javelin,
which went into production in 1948. Production continued until 1953 when 23,307
Javelins had been produced. Gerald went
on to design the MG Magnette, Wolsey
4/44 and 6/90 and the Riley Pathfinder. A
sports car version, the Jupiter, was also
built, and two examples are in the Vancouver area of British Columbia.
The Javelin has a unitary 5/6 passenger
body with a flat four, water-cooled engine
(with hydraulic tappets) and a four speed
gearbox driving the rear wheels. The engine developed 50 bhp @ 4100 rpm. The
springing is by torsion bars, front and back,
controlled by hydraulic shock absorbers.

The front suspension is wishbones, and at
the rear there is a live rear axle with twin
trailing arms and a Panhard rod. The fast
back styling provides a large trunk and had
a Cd of 0.39, which is comparable to many
modern cars. The result is a car that possesses very good handling and with a top
speed of 80 mph was very fast in its day. In
1949 a Javelin finished 14th in the Monte
Carlo Rally, and won the 1100 to 1500cc
class. A Javelin also won the 2-litre class in
the 1949 Spa 24 hour race.
The company stopped building cars in 1954
and eventually went out of business. The
Jowett Car Club is apparently the oldest
one make car club, and runs a Spares department, which arranges for the manufacture of needed parts from time to time. The
Jowett clubs in Australia and New Zealand
also can supply parts.
This project has taken a long while to complete and I never realised that I would have
such a rare car in North America. While it
was in a local garage last summer many
people were fascinated with it. With everything put back together I finally was able to
drive it on the open road for the first time
last summer and was able to get it to two
car shows this year.
In 2006 my Javelin won a prize for the Best

English car at the Prince George Show &
Shine as well as the best European car at
the Hixon event.
The car will easily travel at 60 mph on the
highway (and up hills) and the ride is very
comfortable, as well as possessing handling which does not give a moment’s concern. The only non standard modifications
are an electric fuel pump and the installation of a Pertronix electronic ignition system
which has resulted in near first time start-

ing. I have recently acquired a spare engine
which was found in a barn in Ontario. Some
parts were missing which I have nearly
finished obtaining. I already have a spare
gearbox, and having such a rare car this
should provide some comfort if something
goes wrong.

THE BEAUTY OF ASH AND ALUMINUM
by Steve Harris
Along the road our stable has had 109
British Cars, long leaving the fast ones to
my youth. I think the numbers were for the
wonderful experience each brought...only
selling to get another better car. And that’s
the problem - there is always something
better. Q...Do we get one super car or several lesser important examples representing the range? I opted for the range with
years 1929 to 1949. Two now and one past
being partly coach built...a 46’ Morgan, 29’
Austin 7, 49’ Austin A40 panel deliver built
by Jensen Brothers, each having aluminum
shaped over the wood of choice...Ash.
These led to a quest for a range of full
coach built motorcars because of their individual character. Our first being GDP 54...a
Lancefield Landaulet now in England. This
was a wonderful car with the best view from
behind the drivers seat. However it needed
just about everything so we parted company...But I was bitten, the bug led to the

1928 Rolls Royce bodied by Lancefield
to present something interesting and Standard had Jensen Brothers Design and Avon
build a few sports specials. This being one
of the finback coach builds of simple lines,

1931 Standard Big 9 bodied by New Avon
collection now of five coach builts including
two PMC’s. Eachhaving their own style and
special they are with only about ’374’ more
British Coach Builders to experience Barbara says ’Try Using a Camera’. As we
workout problems caused by age (we all
seem to sag a bit) each builder exposes
some different way to achieve perfection, it
is like a class on each. For instance...numbering every piece of wood for
that unit, silent block mountings...drain
lines...felt linings at joints for no
squeaks...Waxing between frame and outer
skin panels...and much more.
Now for a bit on each...starting with the
simplest...1931 Standard Big 9 with body
by New Avon, a newcomer established
1919. During this period with new model
shows such as Olympia, each maker tried

but with aero screen , long nose and
pointed tail, a very pleasing sports met with
some success. I imagine in its day this
cockpit style would appeal to some

grounded flyers. A very basic but stylish
result in coach building.
Now for the other end of the scale...GYH 26
- 20/25 Sedanca DeVille built by Gurney
Nutting to the design of H.R. Owen Ltd.
This larger example was constructed in the
spring of 1935 using a larger tree. A very
stately carriage built for a lady of the stage
to be seen in. On the order sheet it shows
instruction for an 11 degree pitch for louvers, windscreen posts front and mid, with
opposing pitch on the rear window frame
and outside rear of trunk. This to update an
old traditional style of limousine.. This company also started in 1919 but rose quickly
in fame with the 1931 contract to build “Sir
Malcolm Campbell’s...Bluebird. If a Sedanca could be called ‘sporting’ I do enjoy
this to be a fine example. It is well balanced
with everything on the left being equal to
the right, save the steering wheel. Even the
instruments are individual but placed in the
centre of the dash. It must have been interesting being a chassis delivery driver for
these cars during this time, to see the different coach builders’ workshops. One
thing I enjoy with this 20/25 is the access

1931 Rolls Royce bodied by Gurney Nutting

the builder made easy to most service components, like when I did the clutch...the seat
and floor had been made to be removed
easily so I could stand inside. Then the rear
seat lifts out to reveal the hatch to the basement to adjust the brakes and more. All in
all a complicated body, but kept dry should
be with us to enjoy for another 64 years.
Next let me share with you the auto that got
me started in vintage cars in 1972...built by
Thrupp and Marberly in 1939….The Humber Imperial Five Person Drophead in two
door form. This company was well rooted
back to 1760, and in the 30’s built in the old
Darracq works. This car built on the 27hp
limo chassis was ordered by a family in
Victoria...but as war broke out was delivered a year late, unsold till 1950 in Vancouver. The style by this time dated but flowing...with the front wings running to the
same pitch as the rear. Reverse opening
doors still in fashion and drop down trunk to
hold a steamer trunk, and the windscreen
still opens outward. The radiator shell is

1939 Humber Imperial bodied by Thrupp & Maberly
the trunk area with separate headlight
(postwar?).
A tall cabin for comfort and a disappearing
roof of metal over the driver...more, the
interior is the opposite of our 20/25 which is
Art Deco Plain; but is very high detail Burl
with framing in this H.J...jump seats, desks,
rear heater and rear radio...more, rear dif-

1947 Humber bodied by H.J. Mulliner
panted, full length running boards and the
hood is three position. A favourite of this
period was to have the trunk flow as only a
coach builder could to indicate speed. It is
to be remembered that this chassis and
coach in four door form was nicknamed
’Old Faithful’ as it served Gen. Montgomery
in N. Africa and Italy. Humber produced a
standard line but recognized it took a coach
built car to supply the upmarket.
Next...In 1900 H.J. Mulliner started to body
autos...from Mayfair London he caught the
Eye of C.S. Rolls building him for personal
use a two-seater roadster on an early Silver
Ghost chassis. The subject of this builder in
this collection is on another Humber chassis. In 1947 on the same chassis as above,
a 27hp Pullman. Built for upmarket in Sedanca DeVille form H.J. had some fun with
this one...I think H.J. tried to marry the old
world with new. Built for Earls Court stand
this high priced show car had front wings
like Franay and slight razor edging around

fused lighting overhead and electric window
divider, with only 29K miles on the clock. I
believe this H.J. Pullman will see a long life
as it did as the only passenger auto to be
continuously built in Britain throughout
WW2.
And finally...another PMC. B141FU Bentley
MK1V by James Young. This car I did a lot
of re & re in 1986. In very reliable road

condition, even at 65mph all day she has
grace and style even while parked. James
Young has history back to 1863 and started
autos in 1908 and early Bentleys in 1921
and sadly known as the last traditional
coach builder. (1967). As I was replacing
some wood during restoration, I found
#1932 stamped on each piece...the job # of
this C11 design. About 10% of MK1V’s
were coach...the most noticeable is the
Rake or flow. With no step on the sills and
only a slight chrome window thus giving to
a lower roof line. And the Razar edge allover with flowing front and back wings.
Then the double trunk lids, interior desks
and lit makeup mirrors...smooth comfort at
speed. The final touch was the two tone
paint treatment to keep it sporty.
To conclude; it is interesting to note the one
thing no coach builder could agree
on…”The Doors” which way should they
open? L or R, L & L; L & R; or R & R; R &
L...Gulliver EH! Well we have one each
type and I am confused...But that’s the fun
of it...with each couch built a new surprise...The Fun of the Individual.

1952 Bentley bodied by James Young

Steam Trucks and Rollers:
Here is another early
steam truck which was
used by the district of
North Vancouver and was
likely the first heavy truck
on the North Shore. It is a
Mann Patent Steam
Wagon and there are
other pictures of it on road
work. The City of Vancouver had six or seven of
these but a little larger,
maybe five ton instead of
three ton.
The steam roller is about
the same vintage and was
owned by the City of Vancouver. It is most likely
from the famous British
firm of Aveling and Porter.
British steam rollers were
in use by Vancouver, New
Westminster, and North
Vancouver. Two of these
early machines still exist.
The British built steam
machines were beautifully
built and much more sophisticated than North
American machines. The
intriguing thing about
steam engines is that most
of the working parts are
external. The engine is
sitting on top of the boiler
with the cylinder block just
behind the square casing
which has the valves in it.
You can see the rods
running back to the crankshaft which is transverse
with the flywheel on the
opposite side

This is Jimmy Pattison with his first car, a 1937 Austin
7. It was painted red with white wall tires and had twin
antennas with fox tails on top. Wow! Pretty snazzy eh?
He says he used to tear around town in it and pick up
girls.

The Magnificent MG’s of Peter Welch
Peter Welch has put together a terrific collection
of MG’s, about fifteen in all. The real stars are the
pre war cars with the K3 racer being at the peak
of MG racing history. This actual car won the
Brookland 500 mile race at an average speed of
106.5 MPH which was faster than Indianapolis
500 winner of the same year. These pre was cars
have great detail and craftsmanship. There are
four special bodied cars in the collection, the 1937
MGTA Tickford DHC in maroon being one and the
silver and blue Stiles bodied F! Magna being another. All the cars are authentic first class restorations by Peter with one exception. The 1938
MGSA with body by Charlesworth is very original.
It might have been repainted once a very long
time ago. Thanks to Peter for sharing his magnificent collection with us.

Rootes Motor Group—
Sunbeam Canada

In 2006 a small group of
Sunbeam enthusiasts from
Vacouver put a team together to dreive to Newfoundalnd, take part in the
demanding Targa Newfoundland rally race and
then drive back home.
They coupled up with the
Make A Wish Foundation
of Canada to help promote
the cause.
Targa Newfoundland (http://
www.targanewfoundland.com/
) has gained international
racing recognition over the
past four years. It is a weeklong annual Tarmac Rally
competition that takes place in
stages along a 2,200 km route
through Eastern and Central
Newfoundland. Rally racing is
a fast-growing, exciting sport
that is capturing large audiences around the world.
Unlike most other forms of
motor sports, Targa Newfoundland offers an affordable
form of racing for the enthusiast to experience the excitement of world-class rally racing. This event has no cash
prize but rather the opportunity to experience the challenge of participating in the
true spirit of competition and
adventure.
Go to the website
www.sunbeamcanada.org/
team_alpine and read the
exploits of Team Alpine on the
Targa Newfoundland and
cross country journies. Beside and below are just a few
select photos from the trip.

