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Welcome to the future!
E
You are viewing The
Spanner in a new and I
D
hope you agree, improved
way.
In an effort to best fulfill
I
The Spanner’s mandate to
link together our
T
Branches, provide a “face”
to the world for our Club,
and to help attract new
O
membership, we need to
embrace more modern
R
presentation formats that
make the publication
easier to access, more
attractive in appearance,
more appealing to a
younger audience, and not least, more able to accommodate improved content (particularly
photographs and new visual effects, etc.). Recently, The Spanner had been nudging the
upper limits in size to be posted by the Webmaster in its existing form.
After Webmaster Gerry Parkinson and myself held discussions with VCB member, Mike
Speke, who is a professional in the graphic arts and publication field, the OECC Executive
agreed that our best value to achieve these goals is to employ an electronic publishing
platform called ISSUU. Use of this platform will eliminate size and posting concerns for The
Spanner and is very visually pleasing. ISSUU presents The Spanner in the mode of a
magazine in which one actually “flips” the pages, exactly like a hardcopy magazine laid on a
table. Using the toolbar at the bottom of the ISSUU screen, you can maximize your view for
easy reading, search for a topic, share and more. This format allows greatly expanded
possibilities for such things as two page centre spreads and special features in The Spanner
which can take it to a new level of sophistication. ISSUU also removes restrictions on the size
of photographs and visual effects and allows for much greater creativity and more content.
Naturally, exploitation of these improved potentials depends not only on the technology
available but also the skills of the Editor and the participation of the contributors. However,
Mike Speke has offered his assistance in helping to create more exciting presentations in the
future and to help your Editor upgrade his knowledge to best take advantage of the new
possibilities. I hope all the Branches will take advantage of the greater space available!
While other formats such as the “email blast” type of online newsletter were contemplated (e.g.
“Just British”, “Hagerty”, etc.) which allow ongoing updates and selective reading options (i.e. a
brief synopsis followed by the option to “read more”) this format is more difficult to adopt and
involves a much steeper learning curve. It would also involve a great deal more time be
devoted to its management by the Editor and a great deal more active input from individual
Branches to be a success. While this may, in fact, be the eventual route for The Spanner, it
was my recommendation, backed up by input from Webmaster Gerry Parkinson and expert
Mike Speke, that we pursue a more evolutionary rather than revolutionary approach to the
upgrading of our flagship publication. Enjoy the changes in this issue and look forward to still
better things to come! Les Foster, Editor !

VANCOUVER COAST BRANCH:
Chair: John McDonald
sirjohna@hotmail.com

ZOOM
Your new ISSUU dash:

PAGE

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.*

*1. SHARE 2. SEARCH 3. THUMBS 4. PAGE VIEW 5. FULL SCREEN
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At the Wheel

-by OECC President Trevor Parker

Greetings from the red shed in sunny Sidney! I hope you have all those "needs must”

jobs done because things are going to get busy very quickly, now. On that front, I have
finally sorted that tapping noise on acceleration on the old red Healey. After a little
process of elimination I discovered the connecting rod bearings were falling apart due, I
think, to age and sitting for an extended period of time after we restored the car. Caught it
just in time!
The dance card for Kim and Trevor is full until he end of June. We have the South Island
Branch Restoration Fair on April 24, the All British Field Meet May 21, a Saanich
Firefighters’ charity car show, Rock&Roll for Little Souls, on May 27 ,28, 29, our own
OECC AGM June 4 and 5 and starting from the AGM Weekend’s Two Lions Car Show,
The Brits
around BC
Run.
Then,
without coming
home, we stay
in Penticton
and start the
Austin Healey
Club of BC
Rendezvous.

That's enough for us for a month or two!
But that isn't all: the Central Island Branch has a tour to Oregon
to see the Spruce Goose. That would be a cool trip! These are
just some of the events around our Branches this summer so no
excuses, get out there and use that old English car that you
worked so hard on over the winter! Just think it'll give you
something to do next winter.
As some of you know, Kim and I are restoring a ’55 Austin Healey
100 M that we found in Kamloops in Ken Finnigan’s backyard
under a collapsed shed. Well, it has just finished coming from
the metal fabrication shop and is now headed for the body shop
to be prepared for paint. This is the first time I've seen it all in one
piece.
I must say it was nice to see the new members of the Executive
at our last meeting at my house in March, as well as the
members that have stayed on from the previous year. These
meetings are always a bit of a whirlwind affairs because of the
ferry schedules so
will be nice to have a
little more time
together at the AGM
in Vancouver.
Well that's it for now,
see you at the
upcoming events.
Cheers, Trevor. !

We are all deeply saddened to learn of the sudden passing, in April,of Deidre
Beresford, wife of South Island Branch stalwart and Editor of the Dynamo newsletter,
John Beresford. Deidre made a quiet but very important contribution to our Club
and was always there to support John. We will all miss her. -Editor
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Importing a vehicle from the USA
into Canada
By Adele Hedges CIB

I have been asked by a few

people to relay our recent
experience when we purchased
our 2006 Jaguar XK8 from a
dealer in Van Nuys, California.
First of all, I should add that some
states may have different rules,
but we found out that if the car is
driven in California then we would
have to pay California sales tax
and then to drive through the
states to get to Canada we would
have to purchase a permit. So a
decision had to be made whether
to drive it home or have it
transported. We chose the latter
as it would have meant driving
two vehicles home. I do not think
you have to pay sales tax if
purchasing privately.
The next thing we found out is
that if the vehicle is less than
15 years old, then it has to go
through RIV– Registrar of
Imported Vehicles. Our first
surprise is that you have to
get a letter from the
manufacturer to state that if
there were any recalls on the
vehicle, that they had been
done. On research we found
that no recalls had been
issued for that year on the
XK8. Nevertheless we still
had to have to the letter. Ken
did more research and found
RecallCheck
http://
www.recallcheck.ca/ and
when we filled in the information a
letter was sent to RIV very
quickly. The fee was about $50
Canadian. Once RIV receives
this letter then you have 30 days
to complete the importation.
However, RecallCheck will issue
another letter at no charge if you
do not get everything done in that
time frame.
Here is the link for RIV- http://
www.riv.ca/
We filled in the
Importer Checklist on this link.
This is a very useful document
and will list typical modifications
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that will have to be made in order to pass
the Federal Inspection. The Federal
Inspection must be completed within 45
days of the date of importation. Luckily
our vehicle has both miles and kilometres
on the speedometer and we knew it had
child restraint tether and anchorage. Only
a child could sit in the back of a XK8!
Next Ken had a figure how he was going
to get daytime running lights, which he did
successfully when we got home.
Once we had satisfied ourselves that the
car would pass Federal Inspection, then
we made our purchase.
Next
arrangements had to be made to ship the
car to OECC member Steve Hutchens
place in Bellingham, WA.
We used
https://www.montway.com/ who in turn
found Trust & Fast Transport who are in
Van Nuys (near Hollywood). They really
are fast! They picked up the car on a
Friday and Steve said it arrived around
8:30pm on Sunday.
Next we had to get a Vehicle Trip Permit

f r o m t h e S t a t e o f Wa s h i n g t o n ,
Department of Licensing. We prevailed
upon Steve again to purchase this for us
for $30 USD. It can be purchased and
filled in when ready to use. This was
good for three days.
We then contacted ICBC to get a Binder
for Owner’s Interim Certificate of
Insurance. You have to already have
insurance with ICBC to get this. This
insures the car.
To save time at the border I filled in Form
1 for RIV. This is when we got a very
pleasant surprise as we did not realize
our XK8 was a Victory Limited Edition
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(only 1050 made) which means that in 5
years’ time we can get collector plates. At
that time we also paid the RIV fee which
was $204.75. RIV also has a very good
support team and answered all our emails
very promptly.
Now we had to make arrangements for
US Customs. It used to be that you could
send them a copy of the Bill of Sale and
Vehicle Registration 72 hours before
crossing the border. This applies to all
vehicles being exported, regardless of
age. Now you can no longer do this
yourself, you have to have a broker. We
used A&A Customs Brokers and their
website is http://www.borderbuddy.com/
We had to pay $131.25 CAD for this
service. They will get the ITN number
and forward it to US Customs and send
you the necessary papers. For a fee they
will also handle Form 1 for RIV. They
were very pleasant and efficient to deal
with.
Filling in Form 1 on line did save us time
at Canada Customs. Canada Customs
sends Form 1 duly stamped to RIV, but
we also emailed them a copy. Next we
had to wait to hear back from RIV with
Form 2 which you have take with you
when having the Federal Inspection and
we also had the Provincial inspection
done at the same time.
As we had to get a temporary operation
permit and owner’s certificate of
insurance for one day to drive to get the
inspections done, our insurance agent
suggested that we bring the vehicle in
for them to see and start a file, so that
we would not have to get another
temporary permit when we went in to
register the vehicle and pay the PST.
After having the Federal Inspection done
you have to wait to hear back from RIV
and if it has successfully completed the
RIV program, then they provide you with
a sticker which has to be affixed
permanently on the vehicle.
A big sigh of relief– we can keep our XK8
in Canada!
Many thanks to all the OECC members
who answered all our questions during
this process and to Steve and Celia for
letting us leave the Jaguar at their place
until we arrived to pick it up on our way
home from California. !
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By Jenna Oppenheimer, Guest Writer

Shipping your car abroad is a
lengthy, involved, and often
expensive process. For firsttimers, it can be very
overwhelming, but by taking
the following steps, you will
be on the fast track to a
successful undertaking.
1. Do your research.
Every country has individual
rules and regulations
regarding imports, so you
will want to first determine if
it is feasible to ship your car
where you want it to go. For
example, the process to ship
your British car from Canada to
the US requires that the vehicle
conforms to all emissions and
safety standards, which in most
cases is fairly easy to satisfy.
However, certain countries do
not allow used vehicles to be
imported at all, so unless your
vehicle is brand new, it could be
exercise in futility.
Certain
exceptions can be made for
antique or vintage vehicles which
very well could be pertinent for
you, so your best bet is to
contact the destination country’s
customs office directly for the
most up-to-date information.
2. A s s e m b l e r e q u i r e d
documentation.
The items required will of course
vary from country to country, as
many places have specific forms
regarding imports you will need
to fill out.
The following
documents, however, are pretty
standard across the board.
Make sure to make copies of
everything, and do not hold your
breath on receiving these copies
back after the shipment.
• Driver’s License
• Title
• Current Registration for

APRIL 2016

THE SPANNER VOLUME 31

•
•
•
•

•

Vehicle
Purchase Contract (if
vehicle is new)
Bill of Lading
Your Passport
If there is a lien holder
on the vehicle, you will
want to make sure, you
obtain written
permission to move the
vehicle abroad.
Finally, it helps to have
a document that
accurately depicts the
value of your vehicle.
The purchase contract
will cover this if it is
new, but a used vehicle
will need something
else. This information
will be used to calculate
duties and fees upon
importation.

3. F i n d a r e p u t a b l e a u t o
transport company.
When shopping for an auto
transport company, you will want
to find someone with a great
reputation, decent prices, and
good customer service. Ideally,
you can obtain a referral from a
friend or family member who has
previously shipped his or her
own vehicle and had a good
experience.
If that is not
possible, a simple Internet

search will render
hundreds of
options such as
A1AutoTransport
Inc who ships
overseas, but
always check out
their rating on the
Better Business
Bureau website
before making
contact.
The
highest priced
options do not
necessarily
guarantee the
best service, so
go with your gut.
You need a company who will
keep you updated throughout the
process and help make it as
stress-free as possible.
4. Prepare your vehicle.
It is recommended that you
clean your vehicle, so that the
pre-ship inspection will be easier
to complete. You also need to
remove any additional objects
that may have been added to the
vehicle after market, such as
roof racks or antenna. You will
want to ensure the vehicle has
less than a quarter tank of gas
when it is picked up. A full tank
adds unnecessary weight and is
dangerous. Do not leave any
personal items in your vehicle as
that will also mess up the weight
and could incur you additional
charges.
Once your vehicle is picked up, the
waiting game begins.
The actual
transport takes time, but getting the
vehicle through customs can really slow
down the process. If you have selected a
good auto transport company, they should
be able to keep you advised of the status.
With the proper preparation and plenty of
patience, you can drive your most prized
possession down the foreign roads of a
different country. !
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OECC 2016 AGM Weekend
April 4th and 5th
By Alan Miles VCB

Mark your calendars, it’s time
once again for our club’s Annual
General Meeting! This year’s
hosting duties will be handled by
the Vancouver Coast Branch and
we have a fun filled weekend of
events planned we’re sure all will
enjoy.
The AGM weekend starts with a
luncheon to be held at the
Tsawwassen Springs Golf Club.
This beautiful facility is situated
very close to the Tsawwassen
ferry terminal (five minute drive or
less) making it very handy for our
Island visitors to get to. The
Duke Point ferry arrives in
Tsawwassen at 12:15pm with the
Swartz Bay ferry following closely
at 12:35pm. This will give people
ample time to get to the
luncheon, which is scheduled to
run from 1:00 – 2:00pm. The
1:00pm start time should also give
local VCB plus other out of town
club members (Kamloops and
Kootenays branches) ample time
to get to the event, especially if
they stay in town Friday night.
Following the luncheon the AGM
itself will be held.
We have
allotted an hour for this but if past
experiences are any indication it
will not run this long.
With
business duties out of the way we
return to the fun stuff with the
traditional Mini Monte starting at
3:00pm.
This year’s Monte will take place
on mostly secondary roads with
quite a few interesting stops along
the way hosted by VCB members
either at their home garage/
workshops or other mystery
locations. There will of course be
some skill testing questions but
we promise it won’t be a “divorce”
rally!

The run will end at approximately 5:00pm
at the Holiday Inn Express in Cloverdale
which is the hotel we have booked for our
out of town guests to stay at. This hotel is
conveniently located close to our dinner
location and will offer easy access to
Highway 1 for the VCB Car Show to be
held the next day.
Would you rather be billeted in the home
of a VCB member than stay in a hotel?
It’s a great way to make new friends or
reacquaint with old ones. If so, just let the
committee
know.
Dinner will
commence at
6:00pm at the
home of Ken
and Pat Miles,
which, as
mentioned, is
a very short
drive from the
hotel (all
directions for
the weekend
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including maps etc. will be
included with the AGM package
provided to registered attendees).
Anyone who has attended a bbq
at the Miles’ know they put on a
great event so we will be looking
forward to a fun night to cap off
the day’s activities.
On Sunday all attendees will be
invited to our third annual VCB
Car Show sponsored by the Two
Lions Public House in North
Vancouver. As mentioned this will
be an easy drive from the Holiday
Inn up to Highway 1 and over the
Iron Workers Memorial Bridge to
the Westview Mall location of the
Two Lions pub. VCB members
will be on hand to lead a convoy
so there will be no worries about
getting lost. The show runs from
10:00am to 4:00pm.
Those participating in Brits ‘Round
B.C. will continue on to Whistler
for the first stop of the tour.
Cost for the weekend will be $35.00 per
person which includes lunch and dinner
on Saturday. In conclusion, we hope you
will all seriously consider attending this
year’s AGM. We feel we have a great
weekend of events planned and it’s
always fun to meet members from
different branches.
Preregistration is
required for this event and registration
forms are available on our website at
h t t p : / / w w w. o e c c . c a / e v e n t _ a d s /
2016_oecc_agm_register.pdf !
If you have any questions please don’t
hesitate to contact one of this year’s
organizing committee:
Gerry Parkinson g.parkinson@eastlink.ca
Lorna Hoare lornahoare@shaw.ca
Alan Miles milesfamily@telus.net
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Leylands in B.C. Part 3
By Les Foster

L
e

In our August, 2014 issue, The Spanner brought you “Leylands in B.C." by myself and Steve Diggins, followed by my article, “More
Leylands in B.C.” in our April 2015 issue. Well, just when you thought you were safe from lorries, here comes “Leylands in B.C. Part
3”. Steve Diggins discovered the great shot of the Leyland display at the Pacific National Exhibition in Vancouver in 1924 and I
spotted the B.C. Electric Railway Company Leyland as part of an illustration in Overwaitea Foods 100th Anniversary book. Both
photos can be found on the City of Vancouver Archives website. Leylands were important contributors to trucking in B.C. and this
contribution spanned nearly half a century. !
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CIB News

-by Steve Roebuck CIB

We kicked off the year

C
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r

with our annual Polar Bear
walk, this year from
Moorecroft Regional Park
t o Ve s p e r P o i n t i n
Nanoose. The theme this
year was to wear as much
white as possible (polar
bear impression here).
We did see a couple of
seals in the cove along the
walk, but they quickly
disappeared when they
saw “polar bears” on
shore!
The walk was
followed by lunch at
Fairwinds Golf Club. In all
we raised $105 for the

Central Island polar bears gather for their annual walk: best dressed bear, Marilyn Tarry!

a

Polar bears reach the sea!

l
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Canadian Federation of
Wildlife Arctic Campaign.
Prize draw winners were:
1st Prize- Marilyn Tarry:
Adoption of "O-ECC" polar
bear for one year, plus CFW
Calendar and Tim Horton's
card.
2nd Prize- Howard Lockhart:
Greenpeace Calendar and Tim
Horton's card
3rd Prize- Marge Sabourin:
Magnificent “polar bear-skin
rug” modelled by Malcolm
Hargrave so sexily.
The Desert Branch of the
OECC (snowbirds) celebrated
Ken Hedges 70th birthday, one

Happy Birthday, Ken!

candle for each decade, even
those just added to the heat
in Indio Springs! Congrats
Ken!!!
In March we held our
monthly club meeting which
had several wins for us:
•It was St. Patricks Day!
•We started the meeting off
in daylight, the first for
several months
•it wasn’t raining!
Oh, and this was also the
week that 90th birthday
celebrations got underway
for Her Majesty, maybe the
start of Windsor-mas?
(Cont. P.9)
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During February, we had an

afternoon of bowling at Splitsville,
hosted by Marilyn Tarry. Yours
truly took home the winner’s
trophy, second place was Roger

Marine Field Station at Deep Bay. This is
a guided tour and showcases many
examples of marine wildlife around the
island. Other events planned include the
Restoration Fair at Heritage Acres in

Saanichton, a factory visit to VMAC
compressor manufacturing plant, and the
Nanaimo Heritage Days parade on the
May long weekend.
It looks like all systems are go for he AGM

C
e
n
t
Peter Sparke, Steve Roebuck, Roger Tarry
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Tarry, in spite of his hand
injuries, and Peter Sparke
took home the lemon.
Several styles of “bowling”
were noted from the “I put it
in the gutter and meant to do
that”, to “how high do I have
to throw this before it lands”
a n d “ Tw i n k l e To e s
Flintstone”!
Next up will be a run to VIU

CIB XK-8’s come out for Spring

i n Va n c o u v e r
followed by the
BRBC road trip all
the way to
Wetaskiwin and
the Reynolds
M u s e u m ,
mosquitoes
provided at no
extra charge!
Brits On The
Beach will be on
J u l y 1 0th a t
Transfer Beach in
Ladysmith
(oecc.ca/cib)and
fair weather will
bring out the large
crowds we very
much enjoy. Mark
your calendars
now and bring your
car out to the show and meet
fellow enthusiasts and the
public who love attending our
premier event.
Look forward to seeing many of
you at these great events. Drive
safe! !
See more pictures at: http://
oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm
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High Country News
-Stephen Way HCB

Interior B.C. weather from
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November to March
generally confines us to
inside activities over the
winter months and this
winter was no different.
31 members attended our
Punctually Challenged
Christmas Party which was
held in conjunction with our
branch AGM on January
31st at the home of
members Chris and Laurie
Stabler. This year's theme
was Cornish pasties,
provided by the branch, with
members bringing side
dishes and desserts. Car
Quiz, (foreign links to British
car models this year), was
enjoyed by all. Top mark
was19/24 (Stephen Way).
A mix up with some
members leaving with the
wrong shoes has given us
inspiration for a new Branch
event, “the Cinderella Run”
wherein we will tour all members
homes in our Kingdom looking
for who the spare shoe fits.
Winner will be Branch Prince or
Princess for the year.
A number of members took the
opportunity over the winter to
work on major car projects.
Ken Finnigan continued work on
his latest Austin Healey
restoration which is now painted
and back on its chassis for
fitment of suspension, etc.

Proud restorer!

Brian Chandler’s 1963 BJ7: Now gone to the SIB. High Country demands
compensation for loss!

Eight boxes
w

orth of Heale

y. Some ass
embly

Brian Chandler is
nearing completion of 8
years of work on his
1963 Austin Healey BJ7,
a car which has been off
the road since 1972 and
bought by Brian in
boxes 8 years ago. As

was required
!

Brian puts it, “I bought a lot of rust”. A
wonderful car which we anticipate will
return to the road in 2016. Brian has
recently moved to Victoria, (taking the
Healey), and has transferred to SIB.
(Note: SIB owes HCTVB one member, two
draft picks and an Austin Healey).
(Cont. P. 11)
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Holy of Holies: The Man Cave. Paul Oliveira and mates
upgrade his ’75 TR6

Kamloops 1952
Austin Sheerline
ambulance which
was restored over a 6
year period by the
Vintage Car Club,
Kamloops Chapter.
Upcoming events
include an April 10th
“Spring Tune
Up” (and drinking
tea), at member Al
Wa t s o n ' s g a r a g e
followed by the first of
our monthly “Gather
'n Go” evening drives
on April 12th. !

H
i
g

The magnificent 1952 Austin Sheerline Ambulance

h
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Paul Oliveira took the

opportunity over the winter to
overhaul the engine in his 1975
Triumph TR6 and address some
overdrive issues in his gear box.
The engine is now the also the
beneficiary of a lightened
flywheel, electric fan and other
upgrades. Darrell Price used
the winter to give his 1973

Our first driving
event of 2016
was
the
Kamloops Easter
Parade.
The
only rainy day in
two weeks
reduced parade
entries from 140
in 2015 to 60 this
The OECC bell

t
r
y

Darrell’s Stag sports its New English White respray
Triumph Stag an original colour
respray in Triumph #19 “New
English White”.

year. Six British cars
participated in addition
to the ex-City of

Sheerline shows its luxury heritage: ride to the hospital in
style and comfort!
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“…scalpel,…clamp,…we have a pulse!”

by Cliff Blakey KB

Here we are finally over the

K
o
o
t

winter “dull”-drums and on to
the interesting seasons of the
year, but first let me recap
our winter activities.
In November, we had a new
member, John, with a 1975
MGB which had some
problems that needed
resolving. Unfortunately, he
was not in a position to
resolve those issues by
himself, so some of the club
members volunteered to
resolve those issues for him.
For the next two weeks they
worked on those issues with
John at Wayne Emery’s
garage

e

On November 27th,
one of our local
American car clubs

n

evening!
February 21st, 2016, we had a tech talk at
Mike Reiman’s. This turned out to be very

Tech session at Mike Reiman’s: the
mysteries of Lucas unravelled

a
y
John’s ’75 MGB gets some TLC

“We’ll have to do what?!”

invited our Branch to
their Christmas
dinner, which we
accepted. It turned
out to be a great

informative about the electrical system in
a car. Demonstrations took place on how
to trace electrical problems and the
equipment needed to do just that.
(Cont. P. 13)
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Creston garage tour

the car hobby.
It just goes to
show that we
aren’t any
different in
enthusiasm for
the gearhead’s
hobby!
And now, after

Spotless Creston shop houses a
nice MGB

K
o
o
Rockin’ Rockies tour: ’63 Falcon with a
’50 flathead V-8. Back to the future!

t
e
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Cranbrook and a car show the next day at
Superstore, also in Cranbrook. On June
18th, which is the next Saturday, there is
the “Brits Best” British car show at
Radium put on by the Calgary MG Club,
in which our branch participates making a
good portion of the attendance (http://
www.calgarymgclub.org/britsbest.html).
We are trying to set up a “pot luck” lunch
at Kelvin’s campsite on Moyie
lake southwest of Cranbrook,
and the other local clubs will
be invited once things are
organized a little better. There
is also a show that Lordco
has been putting on for the
last few years on August
27th, and of course, our own
“Brits Invade Kaslo” show on
Sept 11th. We are looking at
other event venues during the
summer but nothing is solid
as yet.
Come join us in the beautiful
Kootenays for lots of motoring fun! !

n
a
y
On March 20th we held our
monthly meeting in Creston,
along with a garage tour of two
members’ homes. There was a
great turnout and the rest of the
group got to see what each was
working on.
Finally, on April 2nd, our Branch
again, was invited to go on a
garage tour courtesy of the
Rockin’ in the Rockies Car Club.
The tour entailed five different
member’s garages and a grand
tour it was, showing how serious
their members get in regards to

our April 17th monthly meeting, we are
gearing up for a fantastic summer season
that should surpass last year’s summer
season. This year does not have many
“written in
stone” events
as yet, other
than the OECC
BRBC tour
visiting us on
June 11th with
a supper at
East Side
Marios in
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A Visit to Jetstream
Saturday, January 23
Report & Photos by John Beresford SIB

Owner Jason Stoch welcomed

S

some 40 OECC members to his
Jetstream Custom Auto facility
for our first “Sunday Drive” of
2016. Of course it wasn’t a
Sunday and the drive from
Hamsterley Beach to Sidney
was quite uneventful by all
accounts. However, the shop

particular interest. Branch members
may recall the Parker’s purchase of a
100M some years ago, and our
subsequent visit to Pete’s Old School
Restoration at Shawnigan Lake to
see the car’s restoration begun. Very
sadly, Pete passed away some
months ago and the car is now at
Jetstream. While at Pete’s, a new
frame was fitted, but unfortunately
some misalignment of the
substructure has required reworking
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’41 Chev for the Paris to Peking 2016
tour was very interesting indeed,
as it included what has become
a long-term project of our new
Club President.
Jason began the tour with a
description of the work he and
five other employees undertake
and that includes just about
everything except chrome
plating and engine machining!
This enables the company to
keep close control of progress
as a project advances through
the shop. Sandblasting, metal
fabrication, body work, painting
and upholstery are all done on
site.
At the time of our visit, Austin
Healeys figured prominently on
the shop floor, and one was of
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Trev’s Healey 100M
The second level of the shop houses the
upholstery area. Specialists are called in
as needed for this work. An extended lift
moves cars up to this level; two more
Austin Healeys were having carpeting
and upholstery work performed at the
time of our visit.
The visit concluded with a look at the
paint shop. Computerized scanning and
mixing is done on site and the results on
display speak for themselves.
Appropriately enough, Trevor Parker
presented Jason with an OECC mug in
appreciation for the tour.
We feel
fortunate to have such an accomplished
shop in our “back yard”; one which many
members have made use of in the past
and no doubt many more will do so in the
future.
Most of the group retired to the Beacon
Landing where by all accounts everyone
was well fed and watered. Once again,

quite a bit of the car. Trevor and Jason receives the coveted OECC mug!
Jason are confident that things
are now under control and a
successful outcome will be
achieved.
Aside from Austin Healeys,
another of Jason’s specialities
are Audi Quattros, two of which
are in the shop and just about
completed is a 1941 Chevrolet
coupe, being prepared for the
upcoming 2016 Peking to Paris
rally. Jason described some of
the work being done, which
includes testing for fording
water hazards that the
our thanks to the Pattersons for another
competitors may encounter over the 35
enjoyable afternoon out.
day adventure.
So far the car has
(Cont. P. 15)
managed to travel through water well
above the door bottoms.
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Plating Tour
Saturday, February 20
Report by John Beresford SIB
Photos: Chris & John Beresford

The second “Sunday” drive

S
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u
t

event of 2016 saw a full house
gather at Electroshine Metal
Finishers for a most interesting
t o u r . ( h t t p : / /
www.electroshine.com)
Owner Randy Hunter greeted us
and began with some
background information about
metal finishing in general,
followed by a detailed
description of how things worked
at Electroshine.
One of just five plating

h
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Polishing a 300SL
bumper guard
businesses left in BC (mainly
due to environmental issues),
Electroshine is not a
“production shop”, but rather
does custom plating and
polishing. Most of their work
involves components from
vintage cars and motorbikes,
from the middle 1930’s, when
chrome began to replace nickel
as a decorative finish. However,
they will plate nearly anything
that is requested, including
marine pieces and antiques.
Electroshine employ a three

THE SPANNER VOLUME 31

APRIL 2016

step process for chrome plating jobs: first
ventilation system and any liquids
copper, then nickel and finally chrome.
discharged are monitored by the CRD.
Other plating processes available include
After Randy’s introductory remarks, we
cad, bright or satin nickel and brass.
were shown around the repair section of
Randy described the workflow when a job
the business. The tools employed are
comes into the shop. First a detailed
very simple, a flat metal surface, various
inventory is made of all the pieces
body hammers, abrasives and a jeweller’s
involved. Where necessary, components
oxyacetylene torch. Obviously the results
are taken apart and repairs made (for
depend more upon the skill of the
example, broken mounting studs are
craftsman doing the work than an
replaced). The parts are then chemically
extensive array of tools!
cleaned and if necessary abrasive blasting
Then we ventured into the plating area
is done to remove corrosion.
Any
itself, where the various tanks were
remaining pitting is filled (in steel pieces
covered. Nothing was in process at the
with brazing material and in pot metal with
time of our visit; had it been, respirators
lead after the piece is copper plated).
and protective clothing would have been
Then the piece is plated with copper and
required.
polished. Repeated copper plating is
The fact that Electroshine do all the
done to allow block sanding of flat
plating for Rudi and Company, the
areas. It’s almost like bodywork, but
renowned local restorers of Mercedes
using a build-up of copper as the filler.
Benz Gullwings (and other classics) is a
When the surface is satisfactory, the
reflection of the quality of the work
piece enters the nickel plating tank
produced by Randy and his team of six.
where it remains for some hours. The
The tour concluded with the presentation
subsequent chrome plating takes just a
of an OECC mug to Randy in thanks to
short length of time, as the coating is
him and members of his staff for taking
very thin.
the time to show us this very interesting
Electroshine’s largest chrome plating
part of the old car restoration process.
tank is six feet long. Items larger than
The afternoon ended at Mary’s Bleue
this have all the preparatory work
Moon where the usual excellent food,
(repairs, copper and nickel
plating) done in-house but
are shipped to Kelowna Plating
for the chrome plating step.
Electroshine is one of the few
platers still doing cad plating (in
either silver or gold). While this
finish replicates the original
look of fasteners and brackets,
due to environmental health
and safety concerns, it is
Once in a Bleue Moon- motoring to lunch!
becoming hard to to find platers
who will do this work.
drink and service was enjoyed. Thanks
And Randy emphasized that his business
again to the Pattersons for another great
conforms to all the local regulations. They
outing! (Cont. P.16)
even have a scrubber incorporated in the
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March Double Feature
Saturday, March 19
By John Beresford SIB

Once again, our creative Events
Coordinators, Sue and Robin
Patterson, arranged a double
feature for the March driving
event. and like the January visits,

S

it was pleasing to see two other
young couples making

o

successes of their business

u

The afternoon began at our
Western Communities
rendezvous location, the
parking lot of Juan de Fuca
library. Unusually, there were
two incidents of car trouble, the
first of which was an MG B
which decided to deposit its
coolant on the pavement. Swift
work by Chris Beresford and

t
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dreams.
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Incontinent MGB

Rob Brodie (who just happened
to have a screwdriver in his
pocket) stemmed the flow.
Unfortunately the other casualty,
a certain Rover, had to be
towed home. A faulty rotor was
determined to be the problem.
The first stop, after a pleasant
run to Sooke and along Otter
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in the greenhouse can reach 70 C.!
This salt is then refined in Saltwest’s
commercial kitchen.
Organic herbal
infusions, including roasted garlic and
onion and lemon dill are added to the salt.
Bath salts are also produced; at the time
of our visit, lavender salts were being
created.
Packaging is done by hand at the present
time, but an automated system has been
ordered which should dramatically reduce
the time spent in getting the products out.

Point Road, was Saltwest Naturals,
Artisan Canadian Sea Salt. Jeff Abel, coowner with his wife Jessica, welcomed the
group and explained the process by which
their products are
made. Seawater
from a local
Salty talk
beach is trucked
to their facility
and, due to the
low salinity of the
local seawater, is
run through a
custom-built
desalination plant.
The concentrated
saltwater is then
processed
either in the
smokehouse or
The various salts are widely distributed,
evaporated in a solar greenhouse. The
both to restaurants and the consumer
excess water is used for irrigation
market, in Canada and
purposes.
the USA. Visit
In the smokehouse,
www.saltwest.com to
the salt is smoked
& Jeff
sica
Jes
see the full range.
with maple or apple
(Cont. P.17)
wood, to produce
Sweet Smokey Sea
Salt or Applewood
Smoked Sea Salt.
For concentrate going
to the greenhouse,
natural evaporation
leaves flakes of salt
behind when the water has
evaporated. This process takes
up to three weeks in the winter
months, but only five days in the
summer, where the temperature
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After thanking Jessica and Jeff,
who were presented with OECC
mugs, the group then headed
down Otter Point Road, rejoined
Westcoast Road and made its
way to Sheringham Distillery.
There we were greeted by Jason
and Alayne MacIsaac, the
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proprietors.
By way of
introduction, Jason said they were
carrying on a local tradition: the
Jordan River Hotel was rumoured
to have a still in its cellar.
However, Sheringham Distillery is
strictly above board (when asked
about regulation, Jason said “they
wrap you up in red tape and you
fight your way out!”).
Jason outlined the process used
to create Sheringham’s products,
which include vodka, gin and a
grain spirit called William’s White.
Each day, local organic grains,
malted barley and water from
their own spring are heated
in two mash “tuns”. The
resulting liquid is transferred
to large barrels and yeast
added to begin the
fermentation process.
Distillation follows;
Sheringham have three stills
in which to produce their
various spirits.
Alayne described the goal
they were after in creating
their gin: it should evoke a
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walk in the forest around
Sheringham. To that end, the
botanicals added include
lavender, kelp, wild rose
petals and of course juniper
berries. “William’s White”, the
white whisky but labeled as a
“grain spirit”, is made from
different varieties of BC
wheat. By law in Canada, to
be labeled a whisky, a spirit
must be aged three years.
Sheringham have recently
begun putting their grain
spirit in oak barrels, where
they will be aged, and will
also acquire an amber
colour.
Samples were made
available, and a number of
members made purchases
(visit Sheringham’s website,
www.sheringhamdistillery.com
to find out where their
products may be purchased
locally). OECC mugs were
presented to Jason and
Alayne as a token of our thanks for their
hospitality.
The afternoon concluded at the 17 Mile
House pub, where a special area had
been reserved and the group was well
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It still takes a Still

Alayne & Jason

refreshed
with food and drink.
Thanks once again
to Robin and Sue
for another great
outing.
Next up
from them will be
the May visit to a
water buffalo farm!

!
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SIB Restoration Fair photos by Alan Mile
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s VCB & Susan Jones SIB/CIB
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2016 OECC South Island Branch Restoration Fair
hosted 775 paid admissions, 20 vendors and
approximately 178 British classics on display!
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Live Better Electrically!
VCB Visits Tesla Motors
By Les Foster VCB

P erhaps you remember that
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Our Events Coordinator, Lorna Hoare,
arranged for the OECC’s Vancouver Coast
Branch to be hosted to a private showing
of the Tesla Model S at the company's
gleaming Vancouver showroom on
Robson Street, January 5th. Around thirty
members braved downtown traffic and
parking and cold weather to take
advantage of this rare opportunity to view
the leading edge of automotive technology.
We enjoyed coffee and doughnuts and a
prize draw for Tesla swag (won by John

slogan from General Electric in the
50’s when the public was being
encouraged to embrace clean and
efficient electric appliances in our
brave new post-war world
(see the iconic ad at: http://
www.dailymotion.com/video/
x7lhp0_classic-tvcommercial-1950s-livebe_shortfilms). Well, now
we are being asked to
embrace another electric
appliance- the plug-in car.
Electric cars are not new.
They have been around
almost since the dawn of
the automotive age,
vanished in the face of
cheap and abundant fossil
fuel and resurfaced from
time to time in abortive
efforts to revive the
t e c h n o l o g y.
Only
industrial vehicles of very
limited range soldiered
on…until now.
Now the electronic age
has supplanted the
electrical and the advent
of more efficient electronic
computer controls,
improved motors and,
most of all, better batteries
have put the electric cars
in the driver’s seat of the
future of road
Calla asks, “Can we trade-in the Thames?”
transportation.
In the
forefront of that movement
is Tesla Motors Inc.(https://
Hoare) while being doted on by the
www.teslamotors.com/en_CA/)
attentive staff. All Tesla Galleries (as
named in homage to the famous
they are termed) are directly factoryelectrical pioneer and futurist,
owned. While our hobby centres around
Nikola Tesla, who once said, “the
the preservation of old school gasoline
present is theirs; the future, for
burners, our membership is socially
which I really worked, is mine”. It
responsible and fully conscious of the
is a very exciting time in the car
planet’s needs for the future and we all
world, somewhat akin to the very
found the presentation by our hostess,
early days of the industry with new
Sales Manager Robin Peterson,
companies and new ideas
fascinating. Robin described the vision
springing up, some surviving and
of company leader Elon Musk, “to
some not.
accelerate the advent of sustainable

APRIL 2016

transport by bringing compelling mass
market electric cars to market as soon as
possible.” To achieve this aim, Tesla
Motors (headquartered in Palo Alto,
California, with its main plant at Fresno)
has employed many innovative solutions
such as using off-the-shelf lithium batteries
(around 7,000 of the lithium-ion 18650
cells commonly found in lap-tops and the
like) in each Model S. While holding many
patents relating to electric vehicle
technology, Elon Musk announced that in
order to advance the
w i d e s p r e a d
introduction of electric
cars, Tesla would
share its knowledge
with any good faith
u s e r.
Not just
altruistic, perhaps, as
the widespread
introduction of
efficient electric cars
should benefit not
only our planet but
hugely increase the
market for frontrunners in the industry
like Tesla. Success in
this tough industry
can be as much about
marketing as it
is
about design. Robin
stressed that the staff
feel that they are not
just selling a product
but genuinely feel that
they are part of a
movement to a better
future. (Cont. P. 21)
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The Model S is the second
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generation of Tesla following the
Tesla Roadster sports car which
was based on the British Lotus
Elise. Much was learned from
that initial model and the S reflects
this knowledge, has a wider
market appeal and the cost has
been brought down significantly.
Next on the horizon is the Model X
cross-over SUV which will
probably be in a similar cost range
to the present Model S. The
greatly anticipated Model 3, an
electric car for the masses in the
$35,000 range is a year or more
away.
Te s l a a l s o m a r k e t s t h e
“Powerwall” battery pack for home
and industrial use. When its new
“Gigafactory” near Reno, Nevada,
opens in partnership with
Panasonic in the next year or two
it is expected to lower battery
costs by 30%, certainly one of the
prerequisites for more affordable
mass production zero emission
vehicles like the Model 3. The
company has built a limited but
ever-growing network of
“Supercharger” stations, free to
the Tesla owner.
Our tour gave us a chance to
thoroughly examine the beautiful
red Tesla S and learn of its many
advanced features. A gorgeous
car in its own right, the prospect of
reaching 0-100KMH in 3.3
seconds and topping out at
250KMH with a possible range of
405KM (increasable by another
6% with an available 90 kWh
upgrade) cleanly and silently and
without all the incredibly complex
machinery of a modern internal
combustion vehicle just adds to its
mystique! The dual motor, AWD,
P85D is reputedly the world’s
fastest four door sedan. For those
not so easily satisfied, there is the
available “Ludicrous Speed
Upgrade” which knocks .3
seconds off the P85D’s 0-100KMH
time at the touch of a button! The
85D and 70D, both available in
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AWD, (or even the single motor, rear drive,
85 and 70 versions) are no slouches,
either, with very respectable acceleration
(all that instant torque!) and ranges. You’ll
have to be content with a top speed of just
225KMH in the 70 and 70D, though.
One of the available options, “Autopilot”,
which not only incorporates cruise-control
but also can steer the car and even
change lanes on the highway, scan for a
parking space and parallel park for you,
uses computers, cameras, radar and
sonar- the Force is with us! Various other
options such as trim packages, lighting
options, air suspension and even two
extra seats for children (for a total of
seven passengers) can quickly boost an
already very substantial initial outlay. Bear
in mind, though, that the extremely low
operating costs of the Tesla versus its
fossil fuel competitors make it very price
competitive over its lifespan.
It was a fascinating glimpse into the future
and a tantalizing taste of the lifestyle of a
fortunate few. We all enjoyed sitting in the
lovely vehicle and examining its beautiful
construction, all the while marvelling at its
paradoxical combination of extreme
simplicity and extreme complexity. The
Tesla is as much about what it doesn’t
have as it is about its many features!
Mobil 1: Blue Water Group
By Walter Reynolds VCB
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Roger Cornfoot from Blue Water Group,
Mobil Oil distributors for most of Canada.
His main message was to promote the
virtues of Mobil’s synthetic oil products,
generally falling under the Mobil 1 brand.
While some may have seen this as a
promotional event for Mobil products,
Roger was able to answer specific
questions that members had submitted to
him via Lorna. He provided responses to
the written questions and later said that he
would send the questions with their
responses to Lorna for distribution to the
members. Later he said that before he
sent the information to Lorna, he would
expand on the responses, especially given
some of the questions asked during the
presentation.
In response to several questions, Roger
explained that synthetic oil is exactly that,
a man-made product “using a chemical
reaction to create a uniform molecular
structure with predictable properties.
Tailor-made, uniform molecules mean:
~ less friction on engine parts
~ better engine protection
~ all-around performance
~ no impurities
~ no wax, and
~ no unstable hydrocarbons.
The ‘made to measure’ molecules in
synthetic base oils provide much higher
levels of protection than conventional oils.
Synthetics flow more easily versus
conventional oils thereby protecting
engine components by reducing wear.
This is why more automakers are moving
to synthetic motor oils.” *Mobil Oil leaflet.
(Cont. P. 22)

The February event was held at the
Rainbow Station in Burnaby. Lorna had
arranged for a representative of Mobil Oil
to speak to us on the topic of motor oils for
our old cars. Thirty people showed up for
the presentation. Before the speaker was
introduced, Chairman John
McDonald reminded everyone
Thank you, Roger Cornfoot! Mobil 1 Man
about the February 14 Hearts &
Tarts event, including the need
to bring passports. He also
advised that plans for the Club
AGM and June 5th British Car
Show at the Two Lions Pub in
N o r t h Va n c o u v e r w e r e
progressing. John closed by
calling for volunteers for the
AGM, the June 5th Car Show,
The London to Brighton Run
and the VanDusen ABFM.
The evening’s speaker was

21

OLD ENGLISH CAR CLUB OF BC

Roger also dispelled the myth
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that you can’t mix mineral oils with
synthetic oils. He explained that
you could change from mineral oil
to synthetic at an oil change and
then revert back to mineral oil at
the next change without harming
the engine. One caveat he gave
was that, with our old engines,
switching to synthetic oil might
result in some oil weeping
because the synthetic oil is so
slippery that it could find its way
through microscopic pores in
engines and other places.
To this writer, Mobil Oil has
generally three grades of auto
engine oil, 100% mineral, partmineral/part-synthetic, and 100%
synthetic. In promoting synthetic
Roger stressed that synthetic oil
clings to surfaces so there are no
dry-starts when an
engine is started.
He also said that
using synthetic oil
improves gas
mileage and reduces
engine-sludge build
up. Plus, synthetic
oil remains fluid in
severe cold:
To
demonstrate this he
showed a slide taken
of two bottles of oil in
Mobil’s ‘minus 55
degree test’, one
where synthetic oil is
freely pouring into
another bottle and
the second bottle,
labeled conventional
oil, where the
contents are goo
and not even
dripping from the
bottle.
This may
have been a hype-slide, but lots
of positive comments could be
heard.
At the end of his presentation,
Roger provided ‘goodie bags’ to
those present, plus he and Lorna
awarded the three Mobil Oil draw
prizes that he brought with him.
See more at: mobil1.com
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Hydrogen Hyundai

Hyundai has only brought ten FCEV (fuel
cell electric vehicles) into Canada and all
For our March meeting, Events Coare being handled by this dealership
ordinator Lorna Hoare organized a visit to
location. The Tucsons are only available
Jim Pattison Hyundai in Surrey for a
as a three year lease and so far there is
presentation on their hydrogen fuel cell
only one filling station available which is in
vehicle and the technology associated with
the Surrey area. Two of the ten are set
it.
aside as “press test drive” vehicles leaving
The evening started with Chairman John
eight that are leased out to customers.
giving a brief rundown of upcoming events
Lease cost is $3,600.00 down with monthly
and other branch business.
He then
payments of $599.00 which includes all
turned the meeting over to Hyundai
maintenance costs, concierge service
Product Advisor Cam Henderson. Cam
where the dealer will pick up the vehicle for
gave a very interesting talk on the history
servicing and leave a hybrid car as a
of fuel cell development and of their fuel
loaner, plus unlimited fuel.
Currently
cell equipped Hyundai Tucson SUV, a
hydrogen produced for this type of use is
model of which was present at the meeting
only available from Quebec and the cost to
so members could take a good look at it.
fill up the Tucson is $400.00.
Cam told us that Hyundai is the first
Also on hand to answer questionshttp://
manufacturer to bring fuel cell vehicles to
www.htec.ca/ was Owen Owens from
Canadians and is also the first to mass
HTEC. HTEC http://www.htec.ca/ is a
company that is
endeavouring to
build a network of
fueling stations to
make ownership
of fuel cell
vehicles more
viable for the
general public.
Plans are to open
a new retail filling
station
in
Vancouver in the
fall of 2016 with
others, hopefully
to follow. The plan
being that as the
infrastructure
Hyundai Tucson FCEV: fuelled and ready for launch!
grows so will the
customer base
and also the
interest of
governments to
produce said vehicles on a production line.
invest as well.
Both the “regular” gas powered Tucson
Thanks to Lorna once again for organizing
and the Hydrogen fuel powered models are
such an interesting evening and also
produced in the same plant in Korea.
picking up the coffee and doughnuts!
Building both models on the same platform
Twenty three members were in attendance.
in the same facility allows for reduced
Lorna also did a draw for a $25.00
manufacturing costs which help to keep the
Canadian Tire gift certificate which was
costs down.
won by Dennis Nelson.Cont. (P. 23)
by Alan Miles VCB
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Hearts and Tarts Run
February 14th, 2016
By Susan Blake VCB

For this year’s run, we decided to
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visit our cycling paradise “below
the line” in Point Roberts. When
we “hit the road” on our bikes, it’s
invariably a nice sunny day and
it’s simply delightful taking in the
various views, the marvellous
colours of nature and animals
and birds along the way.
Valentine’s Day would not have
been a cycling day, but given the
light drizzle and sea mist it was
great for classic British cars and
their modern automotive
counterparts.
A group of 31 OECC and
PACMOG members met at
McDonald’s in Tsawwassen to
socialize prior to the drive. Steve
Blake gave a few instructions and
off we drove in a convoy of 14
cars towards the Point Roberts
Border crossing. Our
fingers were crossed, in
the hope that there
would be a swift
passage through the
border. The original
border crossing, staffed
only a couple of times a
month, was opened in
1919 and consisted of a
tent tossed over a log.
As luck had it, today,
there were only a few
cars at the border, we
passed through quickly
and regrouped in the
parking lot at Tyee Drive
and McKenzie Way.
We headed towards
Roosevelt Way that parallels the
border. A leap over the ditch and
we’d be back in Canada. In the
past, it has been known for
people to enter the United States
by doing just that, however after
9/11, signs were erected stating
that entry into the U.S. was only
permitted through the official
border crossings. Unfortunately,
it was later discovered that the
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signs were erected with the wording
facing south, not north! Oops!
We could see the Georgia Strait and the
monument marking the legal Canada/U.S.
border as we travelled west. Britain and
the United States, signatories of the
Oregon Treaty in 1846 designated the 49th
parallel as the international boundary.
They didn’t realize at the time, Point
Roberts was cut off from the rest of the
United States. Britain suggested it should
be under British rule but the American’s
didn’t buy the idea. Although plotting the
boundary at the time was a remarkable
feat, modern technology revealed that it is
far from a straight line along the 49th
parallel. According to an article in the
Canadian Geographical in 2010, the 49th
parallel actually runs about 200 metres to
the south of the monument at Point
Roberts. This means that the U.S. gained
about 10 sq. km. from Canada on the
peninsula. However, only 3 of over 900
markers across the continent are at the
49th parallel, resulting in a net gain for

Canada of about 86 sq. km.
We then turned south onto Marine Dr.
where many estates overlook the Georgia
Straits. Steve and I feel really fortunate
the days we have seen a family of four
deer grazing as we’ve cycled by. Not sure
how the homeowners feel about that, as
the deer munch on their flowers and
shrubs!
At the four-way stop at Gulf Road we saw
the building that was once the famous
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Breakers and across the road, Kiniski’s
Reef Tavern, named after wrestler Gene
Kiniski, part of which was the George and
Barker Cannery that operated until 1929.
In the 1970’s the Breakers was a hot spot
for live music and weekend drinking. It
was burned down in 1983 and re-opened
in 1986 a few months before BC liquor
laws were changed for Expo 86 allowing
for Sunday drinking in British Columbia.
The owner stated that changes in the BC
liquor laws, combined with surveillance by
Washington State liquor control board
undercover agents, road blocks to check
patrons as they returned home to Canada
and the Canadian dollar rallying, killed the
business.
A glance back as we drove along Marine
gave us a good view of the Tsawwassen
Ferry Terminal and Deltaport; then to the
left between the trees and bushes we
caught glimpses of Boundary Bay Airpark
which is serviced 2 days per week by San
Juan Air with flights to and from
Bellingham.
The current owner is a
retired Air Canada
Captain. The runway
apparently requires
very
little
maintenance; as it’s
seeded with low
maintenance turf. it
just requires
occasional mowing. A
little further along we
passed Lighthouse
Park, so named
because in the late
nineteenth century the
land here was set
aside to build a
lighthouse, which was
never built. The park
is popular for camping
and picnicking, and one can frequently
see whale watchers searching for that
perfect shot of a passing Orca or two. As
the road twists around we invariably see a
single heron in the ditch but he (she) was
nowhere to be seen today. We did notice
an eagle drying his wings and several
crows, seabirds and other small birds too
difficult to identify from the car.
(Cont. P.24)
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Continuing along Marine, we

permanent residents permitted. The area
evolved into “a dangerous haven for
smugglers and otherwise lawless men”.
Nevertheless, a colony of Icelandic
fishermen arrived from Victoria, and
cleared the forests in order to build homes
and work the land, which didn’t turn out to
be very fertile. Some also worked in the
canneries, either on the west coast or at a
cannery built at Lily Point in 1892. The
Alaska Packer’s Association purchased
this one the following year. It was closed
in 1917 due to declining salmon stocks.
In 1892, President Theodore Roosevelt
cancelled the never-used military
reservation and squatting migrants were
later given homestead rights in 1908.
During Prohibition, the Point became a
hub for rum-runners and in recent times a
hub for the “distribution” for B.C. Bud! In
the 1950’s Washington State land
ownership laws changed, the Massey
Tunnel was built and Canadians attracted
by cheap land built weekend and summer
homes here, so that by the 70’s over half
the residents were from “above the line”.
Following our turn onto Boundary Road,
we commented on the different

passed nicely appointed homes
on spacious lots near the 900
berth marina. We turned east
onto APA (Alaska Packers
Association) Road and then
south onto South Beach Road
passing the Royal Canadian
Marine Search and Rescue
(SAR) Station 8 - Delta. This is
the only Canadian search and
rescue based in U.S. waters. At
the bend we passed the South
Beach House Restaurant tucked
in to the right, swathed in ivy and
barely visible to passersby. Up
the hill we took a right, rejoining
APA Road, heading east until we
turned north onto Boundary Bay
Road.
Had we continued along APA, we
would have ended up at Lily
Point, the highest reach, at 200
feet, of deposits left by retreating
glaciers 15,000 years ago. The
Tsawwassen Peninsula,
including Point Roberts, was
formed from the sand and gravel
outwash from these glaciers.
It was apparently settled by
Natives as early as 9,000
years ago and became one of
the most significant native
salmon fisheries of the
Central Coast Salish and a
place of great spiritual power
for indigenous people.
The modern history of Point
Roberts includes its
“discovery” by Spanish
explorers in 1792. It was
eventually given its present
name by Captain George
Vancouver in honour of his friend
Captain Henry Roberts. Eighteen
fifty-eight and the gold rush
spawned a thriving village on the
west coast of the peninsula that
accommodated the needs of
prospectors as they started their
journey up the Fraser River.
Once the gold rush (quickly)
faded, in 1859, the Point became
a military reserve with no

landscapes we’d passed through. Now
the lots were forested, and homes more
isolated, some hidden amongst the trees;
a number of signs advising “private road”
or “no trespassing”. We reflected on what
a wonderful place this would be to be
ferreted away from the world. As it
happens, of the over 1300 people living in
Point Roberts, approximately 50 are living
under the United States Witness
Protection Service. Point Roberts is the
premier gated community of all!
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We drove down the hill into Boundary Bay
to see what looked like a vast grey ocean.
The tide was high and the sea mist such
that the other shores of Boundary bay
were invisible. Only brightly coloured
buoys and floating birds broke up this
otherwise grey scene as we looked out
over the water.
Turning left onto
Roosevelt Way, we followed the border as
we travelled west, passing the old border
crossing that operated in the 60’s and
70’s.
We turned south onto Province Road,
making our way up the long meandering
hill (certainly in more comfort with 100
horses than under pedal-power) before
following Mill Road to Benson and back to
Tyee Drive. Here we stopped for cheap
U.S. gas and cheese before heading
homeward towards the border.
Throughout the drive we noticed many fire
hydrants that had been used as canvases
to showcase local talent. Along this
stretch of Tyee Drive, these stood out
among the planted borders. In 2013, the
local fire department sponsored a
community artwork competition and
provided supplies to residents so that they
could work their magic on the
then, faded and peeling
hydrants.
The motoring gods were
smiling on us yet again and we
quickly made it through the
border and
regrouped, this time, at
Diefenbaker Park on 1st
Avenue before driving along to
English Bluff, to 12th Avenue,
down 52nd to Pat Quinn’s
Restaurant at the Tsawwassen
Springs Golf Club.
Thirty-two people had lunch at
the new restaurant. The food was good
but rather slow arriving, but as one of our
members graciously reminded us, it is a
new restaurant and it’s not unusual for
things to move slowly for the first several
months. There were 9 British classic cars
at this year’s run, 3 Morgans, 2 Jaguars, 2
Rovers, a Morris Minor and a Triumph.
We hope you enjoyed the drive and the
company as much as we did. Happy
driving! (Cont. P. 25)
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B&J Parts & Machine
by Les Foster VCB

The VCB headed out to Port
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Coquitlam for our April Meeting.
One of a fast-vanishing breed of
skilled automotive machinist,
Wayne Wood, showed us
around the B&J Machine Shop.
Wayne does all the work with the
help of one other assistant.
Today, the engine rebuilding
business is declining as modern
engines are so complex and built
to such exacting specs that they
are essentially “throw away”
units that are replaced rather
than rebuilt. Fewer and fewer
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explained. It was a
very educational
evening!
Wayne assured us
that the needs of
enthusiasts are
r o u t i n e l y
accommodated and
many come to
photograph the
various stages of
rebuilding that their
engines are
undergoing or to
paint parts during
assembly, etc.
We had a great
Secrets of Magnaflux and torque plates revealed!
evening with a lot of
information packed
into our visit. (http://
bjparts.ca/services/machine-shop/)
Following our tour, John MacDonald
presented Wayne with our VCB
appreciation award.
We still had time on the clock so it was off
to the local Tim Horton’s for totally
unneeded but nonetheless delicious
desserts and lots of enjoyable
conversation. !
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Wayne holds the members’ attention

shops are left to cater to the
needs of older cars like ours and
B&J are one of the most
experienced in our area. Wayne
started his career at 18 and has
over 40 years experience!
With the exception of a couple of
very specialized processes which
are sent out to insure the highest
possible quality, Wayne and his
partner can do a complete rebuild
in-house and to the best
standards.
It was an interesting tour and I
think we all learned a thing or
two.

O f i n t e r e s t w a s Wa y n e ’ s
explanation of the torque plates
hanging on the wall next to a
boring machine. These look like
heavy duty head gaskets but
simulate the cylinder head when
bolted to the block and make sure
that there is no distortion to the
cylinders when being bored out.
I also enjoyed the explanation of
the Magnaflux machine.
It’s
something I’ve heard of many
times but hitherto I was never
quite sure how it worked.
Likewise crankshaft balancing
and other processes were

Our host, Wayne Woods, proudly displays the
appreciation award from our Branch
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Diggins of Gabriola
by Les Foster VCB

Henry Morton Stanley, David Livingstone,
Richard Francis Burton, John Hanning
Speke, Steven V. Diggins. The pantheon
of great British explorers has a new
member. All the elements were there: a
remote rain forest on an island, cliffs,
swamps and valleys, torrid summer sun,
mosquitoes, the sky above, the mud
below. And a Quest.
All great explorers should have a patron.
In this case it must be the ghost of one.
1st Baron Austin, KBE, whose spirit surely
must infuse our intrepid Mr. Diggins,
champion of all things Austin.
Like all great stories of exploration this
one begins with a rumour. Not of gold or
riches, nor of spice or diamond. The hunt
here was for the Lost Cars of Gabriola.
The kind of thing whispered on a hot,
sleepy afternoon in the local pub, furtive
glances making sure no Mainlanders
might overhear.
“The Bluff…a hundred feet down,
damnable country…can’t say just who did
it…still find the bits…they say that there’s
a…Awfully dry- could use another pint
mate…”, and so all the greatest
adventures have begun.
At the base of a 100 foot cliff lie the
twisted and shattered remains of one of
Austin’s greatest and least successful
gambles: the Austin Atlantic. A unique and
wonderful car in many respects, its
positioning and cost in a very competitive
post-war market just wasn't right and the
marque fizzled to an ignominious end but
not before at least passing some of its
DNA onto future, more accepted, relations.
(learn more about the ill-fated Atlantic at:

( h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=EB50Rboo9Xw)
This seafoam green pile of rubble is
becoming one with the earth now. The
rumours have a group of young tearaways
pushing it boot-first over the cliff and no
doubt cheering its last ride. The landing
was hard, bending the frame up
backwards and ripping the motor away
from the bell housing. It landed twenty

feet away! Wheels, steering box and
fragments of body are everywhere. Nasty
work, this.
Diggins has recovered the engine with its
bashed and torn valve cover and sump. It
is crammed with the soil of Gabriola. The

gearbox likewise has been
saved. What does it look like inside after
lying in the dirt for decades? Removal of
the inspection plate revealed everything
nice and oily with no rust to be seen!
Nothing is broken and all the gears are
clean with sharp-edged teeth looking close
to new. Recovery of the instruments—
closest thing to a “black-box” in those
days, puts the Time of Death at 43,000
miles. May it Rust in Peace.

This one may, in a small way, attain some
measure of immortality by providing a few
parts for the Diggins’ A70 pickup which
shares some of the same running gear.
(Cont. P.27)
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Back to Nature: The Atlantic chassis, wheels and
steering box amid the leaves

Perhaps it is only fitting that the launch
site of this old car and others is such a
picturesque place, overlooking the
Straight and now home to a steam
enthusiast whose four miniature
locomotives will someday puff and
chug their way along the tracks which
he is laying on his five acre lot. Seems
comforting somehow.

Atlantic engine and gearbox torn from
their mountings but still ready to yield
usable parts. Inspection of the head and
block reveals no apparent damage! The
gearbox looks good inside, too.

The Atlantic is not
the only artifact to
be discovered in
deepest Gabriola,
though. Elsewhere
on the Island,
s i t t i n g
serenely in a
garden is
one vehicle
that still
might have a
real future. A
rare, earlyproduction
1949 Austin
A-40 van
with Jensen
aluminium
bodywork aft
of the front
doors. This
one has the
small, 5 inch
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headlamps and no sidelights.
Legend has it that it started out
delivering the mail on Saltspring
Island although its sign writing hints
at another life as a radio and
appliance service van in Westview
(Powell River)-further proof of the
strong role that British vehicles
played in the growth of B.C. The
present owner has no interest in
restoring this van- do you?
We look forward to hearing of more
discoveries in future issues. The
Spanner is even prepared to go into
the field to search out the explorer
and bring you his finds.
“Diggins, I
presume?” !

Garden variety A-40
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ATTEND THE 2016
AGM!
http://www.oecc.ca/
event_ads/
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