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The end of another year is upon us again and its been 
quite a year for The Spanner.  2016 marked our adoption 
of the Issuu electronic publishing platform- a fancy term for 
a new way of publishing the magazine and one that made 
a larger and more sophisticated product possible.  It also 
brought some unforeseen issues (pun intended)! 
A review of our readership stats and information garnered from our Branch Chairs and 
others at an Executive Meeting in October revealed some serious concerns with the 
new format.  It seemed that readership had actually dropped off rather than increased!  
It was decided to undertake an email survey of the membership to try to determine the 
reasons for this. 
So, in late October, a questionnaire was circulated and the results studied and tabulat-
ed.  Valuable information was obtained and many helpful comments and suggestions 
were noted and will be implemented. 
To distill it all to a few sentences, this is what we found: the vast majority of members 
responding had no problems with viewing The Spanner online or downloading it for 
viewing off-line or printing.  However, a number of readers had real problems with 
downloading, particularly, and there was a widespread feeling that the view was too 
small for easy reading and there were difficulties figuring out how to enlarge it.  Anoth-
er factor revealed was a breakdown in the Club inter-branch communications that 
failed to announce The Spanner’s posting to the OECC website, leaving many mem-
bers unaware that it was available. 
Studying these problems over several weeks and getting additional feedback from 
some respondents enabled us to get to the bottom of the deficiencies. 
Most of the problems proved to be due to readers not using the toolbar and buttons 
provided by Issuu to download, enlarge, change the view, etc.  Your own browser’s 
‘buttons’ just won’t do it!  Just play with the Issuu buttons and see what they do!! 
However, Issu has been making major changes to their system and patience is re-
quired as changes are ongoing!  Most recently, Issuu has changed the toolbar some-
what and also the way Issuu is viewed on your mobile device.  If you experience trou-
ble viewing or downloading The Spanner contact me at oeccpanner@gmail.com and 
I’ll try to sort it or get someone who can to help you. 
On a more positive note, this month’s Spanner has enjoyed a truly wonderful response 
from members submitting great articles for all of us to enjoy!  Thank you!! 
All the Best in 2017!  -Les Foster, Editor 

EDITORIAL

FRONT COVER:  Robert McMillan’s MGA cockpit detail captured by Mike Speke at the 
Vancouver Coast Branch’s November 6th, 2016, London-Brighton Commemorative Run. 

REAR COVER:  John Fairclough’s ’34 Aston Martin Ulster at the L-B Run by Mike Speke.
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A t t h e 
Wheel 
by OECC 
President 
T r e v o r 
Parker 
Well how is 
t h a t w i n t e r 
project coming 
along, have 
y o u e v e n 
s t a r t e d i t ? 
W e ' v e h a d 
s o m e g o o d 
days but most 
o f t h e m o f 
b e e n p r e t t y 

wet.  Kim and I have had our project ’55 Austin Healey 100 
home from the body shop for about a month now and it's 
really starting to take shape.  At this moment if I put the 
wheels on it could be a rolling chassis.  I am still trying to find 
better looking sheet metal screws, as the modern screws 
have a smaller head than the older style that Austin used to 

mount their wiring harness clamps.  We are waiting for some 
good secondhand steering arms and a couple parts for the 
fuel system.  Once these are in place we are going to install 
the engine and transmission, which have been sitting waiting 
for about two years for this moment.  We can hardly wait!  
Once the car is running we will take it back to the body shop 
and install the the body panels which are prepped and ready.  
Once we are happy with the fit, it will be painted.  The interior 
and the weather equipment are just waiting to be installed. 
And for official business: Mike Speke our new regalia per-
son, has had some new decals produced in a few different 
sizes this time, and we will be getting those out soon.  He 
has also come up with some good looking ideas for regalia, 
which will be produced and put on sale in the very near fu-
ture. 
And wasn't the last issue of the Spanner incredible?  The 
new format is pretty nice.  It was great to read the articles 
about the other Branches and see all those familiar faces. I 
guess, by our next executive meeting, we will have a few 
new Branch Chairs attending their first Executive Meeting.  
There will be a couple doing a second term, and one or two 
who have been holding their office for several years.  We 
have an opening in the OECC Secretary position so if you 
want to be in the know, this is a job for you.  Have a safe and 
happy holiday and a happy New Year!  !  
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Compression Ratio - 
More Bang for Your Buck 
by Darrell Price, TVB 
This article looks at the Triumph TR6 cylinder head and 
more specifically at the compression ratio of the six cylinder 
Triumph engine, the material also relates to the TR250 and 
the principles can be relevant to anybody looking at options 
around increasing a vehicle’s compression ratio and there-
fore gaining more power.  I am making the assumption here 
that the reader agrees that more power is good! 
In part one of what is proposed to be a two part article the 
details behind the Triumph TR6 cylinder head will be exam-
ined and then the process of arriving at a decision and plan 
for a specific cylinder head will be developed. 
Firstly, some background: the term “Compression 
Ratio” (CR) refers to the ratio between the maximum cylin-
der volume, where the piston is at its lowest point in the 
cylinder bore, bottom dead centre, and the minimum cylin-
der volume, where the piston is at the highest point in the 
cylinder bore, top dead centre.  When the piston reaches 
the top of the stroke then the volume remaining is that of 
the combustion chamber.  This ratio is shown, for example, 
as “7.5:1”, and so the volume within the cylinder is com-
pressed 7.5 times.  The greater the compression ratio the 
greater the thermal efficiency of an engine, in very simple 
terms then the higher the CR the more powerful the engine. 
So if 7.5:1 is good, then 8.5:1 is better, which means 9.5:1 
must be even better still! 
Unfortunately there are many variables in the equation that 
limit the maximum CR available to any specific engine and 
these variables need to be adhered to otherwise an internal 

combustion engine quickly becomes an external combus-
tion engine, and that is bad!  A CR of around 10:1 is the 
maximum feasible to be able to still use pump gasoline and 
not encounter pre-ignition (which is a very bad thing in-
deed).  Modern engines have higher CR numbers but in-
corporate many electronic and mechanical developments 
not readily available or relevant to our older engines. 
For the purpose of this article a comparison is made be-
tween the North American (NA) TR6 and the TR6 sold 
throughout the rest of the world (ROW).  1969 saw the in-
troduction of the TR6 and so we start here with the differ-
ences.  The ’69 NA car had a compression ratio of 8.6:1 
while the ROW cars started at 9.5:1, and that is where the 
ROW car stayed for the entire production run through to 
1976, always 9.5:1.  Meanwhile the NA cars had to work 
with ongoing emissions regulatory changes and so in 1970 
the CR dropped to 7.75:1.  In 1974 there was a further, all 
be it small, drop to 7.5:1; now 2 full points lower than the 
ROW cars.  (cont. P. 6) 
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Compression Ratio (cont.) 
How did Triumph achieve these different ratios?  Simple, 
they cast one cylinder head of 3.56” thickness (as mea-
sured from the head gasket face to the valve cover gasket 
face) and then just shaved off metal to reach 3.40” for the 
ROW heads.  By reducing the thickness of the head the 
combustion chamber volume decreases and therefore the 
CR increases, bang, more power!  The ROW TR6 started 
out at 150 bhp, this was later reduced to 125 bhp partly by 
introducing a different camshaft to improve drivability and to 
be able to utilize a lower grade fuel and partly as the 
method for measuring horse power changed!  So the ROW 
cars went to 125 bhp; in contrast NA TR6’s started out at 
104 bhp, crept up to 106 bhp through a couple of changes 
such as different exhaust and inlet manifolds and then end-
ed up at 101 bhp; 24 bhp down on its ROW cousin.  Over 
the years there were a few different designs of cylinder 
head but here the reference is only to the thickness of a 
head and its corresponding compression ratio. 
So what to do with a North American TR if more power is 
desired and funds are limited?  The easiest way to gain 
power and for minimal outlay is to try to replicate the ROW 

engine.  Changing from  the NA twin Stromberg carburetors 
to ROW Petrol Injection (PI) is not a low cost option but 
shaving some cast iron off the head is.  This can be incor-
porated with other work while refreshing an engine at basi-
cally no additional cost if cylinder head work is being under-
taken anyway.  For even greater benefit from an increase in 
CR the ROW camshaft can also be used in conjunction 
with the cylinder head work.  The TR6 used a flat top piston 
in all cases so we come back to that head (and its sidekick 
the camshaft).  So now what?  Well, there is an awful lot of 
science and text written on this topic out there, an over-
whelming amount if one starts reading forums on the inter-
net and books and articles on the subject.  So what did this 
writer choose to do?  Well, limited funds certainly helped 
steer the direction!  But also, why not go with what already 
works?  With the ROW cylinder head and camshaft Tri-
umph was able to engineer a car that was robust and reli-
able with a cylinder head at 3.40” tall; which is 0.16”  (ap-
proximately 5/32nd) shorter than the NA car.  A camshaft 
designed to work with that higher CR is also readily avail-
able.  A relatively low cost, tried and tested option seemed 
to be both a safe and a rewarding route to go.  !  
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‘A’ Family Affair 
by Milt Wright, SIB 
I bought my first car in Edmonton, during the winter of 
1970.  That car was a very sad looking 1959 MGA 1500, 
but the $175 price tag suited a high school student budget. 
When purchased, the best thing about the car was the rub-
ber– a set of new Semperit radial tires, which were proba-
bly worth more than I had paid for the entire car.  As it 
turned out, I ended up keeping that first car, even though it 
did/does plague me with mechanical issues from time to 
time and introduced me to the concept of near-death-by- 
freezing when driving during Alberta winters.  Today the “A” 
is fully restored and reliable – well, at least as reliable as 
any car built in the 1950s using 1930s technology. 
The “A” was not my first exposure to British sports cars, for 
MGs had featured large in my parent’s automotive history.  
During the mid-to-late 1950’s my parents, Milt and Bettie 
Wright, owned, raced and rallied a succession of British 
sports cars, including MGs (T series and A) and latterly 

Austin Healeys.  Sports car racing in the 1950’s was a fam-
ily based enterprise and a ‘race what you brung’ affair as 
described in “The Checkered Past – Sports Car Racing 
and Rallying in Canada 1951-1991” by David A. Charters 
(U of T Press 2007).  In rare instances, those who had 
sponsors, or were well-healed, would race exotic makes 
such as Alfa Romeo, Porsche, Jaguar and Lotus, but in the 
early days most competitors had no sponsorship.  They 
had to rely on their own shallow pockets so they raced af-
fordable MG’s, TR’s, Sprites and other similar “daily driv-
ers”.  By ‘daily drivers’ I refer to cars that would revert to 
family transportation after a weekend of racing, assuming 
no mishaps occurred. 
My parents’ introduction to British sports cars was the 
MGTC.  In 1957 they and an old high school chum, Bill 

Huffman, conspired to build a car that would both go faster 
than a TC and look much more race worthy.  The car was 
named the Green Gables Special (aka ‘the Special’).  
Green Gables Garage was the name of the local British car 
dealer in our home town of Orillia, Ontario and they provid-
ed some supporting resources to help build the Special. 
The Special was largely built by hand over the winter of 57-
58 in my parents’ unheated garage.  The project began with 
a stripped-down TC frame, suspension and drive train  This 
happened to be the time when Jaguar had offered up the D 
Type, a car which arguably possessed some of the most 
voluptuous body styling of any sports car ever built and 
which inspired some of the body styling of the Special.  The 
build began in the fall of 1957 and carried on over the 
course of the winter of 1957-1958.  I was only five years old 
at the time, and therefore not a great deal of help, but I do 
remember the project as it became the center of attention 
for our family and the neighbourhood. 
The plan was to race the Special in the under 1500cc 
class.  In order to be competitive, it was necessary to re-
duce the weight of the car and that was largely accom-
plished by designing and hand building a fibreglass chas-
sis.  When completed the car ended up weighing less than 
1500 lbs.  As mentioned above, the body design was influ-
enced by the D Type Jaguar, particularly the fin element 
which incorporated the roll bar.  There is a photograph 

showing the stripped down TC in our driveway in winter. 
That photo has been inked over to portray the desired body 
configuration.  The end result was very close to this inked 
version.  (cont. P. 8) 
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‘A’ Family Affair (cont.) 
To ensure the chassis was strengthened and provide a se-
cure mounting point for the roll bar, old drive shafts where 
used.  These were packed with sand and heated until they 
could be bent into an oval.  The oval cross member was 
then welded in place behind the cockpit and the roll bar 

attached.  The chassis was formed by fabricating a steel 
tube sub frame, with sections of expanded metal lath wired 
to the welded tubing– the lath was the same kind used to 
strengthen plaster walls. 
The metal lath material worked well as it could be readily 
bent to form the desired body contours.  It was then cov-

ered with multiple layers of fibreglass cloth and resin.  Be-
cause this work was being done in an unheated garage, 
getting the resin to set was challenging, but painstaking 
application of thin coats of resin and cloth, followed by ex-
posure to a heat lamp.ensured success.  The gas tank was 
mounted horizontally and protected by placement of the 
spare tire, which doubled as a rear bumper.  There are few 
details known about the engine build, but there was a cus-
tomized exhaust manifold and valve train was strengthened 
to help prevent valve float above 7000RPM.  The side-draft 
carburetors were fed by duel SU fuel pumps, an oil cooler 
was added and an expanded header tank was affixed to the 
radiator.  If memory serves, I believe there were also baffles 
built into the sump to help prevent oil pump cavitation dur-
ing hard cornering.  Before the engine could be run at rac-
ing RPM’s it needed to be gently broken in.  That chore fell 
to Bettie who would drive the metal lathe covered car gently 
around the neighbourhood until 200 miles were logged.  
The car being unfinished and unlicensed meant it drew a lot 
of attention from onlookers.  It also resulted in the occa-
sional pull over by the Ontario Provincial Police. 

The Special was finished by the late spring of 1958 and 
was entered into its first race at Harewood Acres near 
Jarvis, Ontario in July of that year.  The Special did well, 
finishing with a 3rd place trophy in the 1500 F class.  The F 
class cars included Alfa Romeo, Porsche, Lotus and the 
first racing appearance of the MGA Twin Cam at Harewood 
Acres- not bad company.  Achieving a trophy finish must 
have been a welcome  (cont. P. 9)
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‘A’ Family Affair (cont.) 
reward after so many hours of hard work in that frigid 
garage. 
The Green Gables Special made its racing debut in the 
summer of 1958, competing in the under 1500cc “F” class. 
The car did well and earned its builders a 3rd place trophy at 
Harewood Acres, near Jarvis, Ontario.  There are few sur-
viving details about the Special’s race accomplishments fol-
lowing its initial success.  Unfortunately, very few event pro-
grams, entry lists and race results have survived for club 
competitions of 1958-59. 

We do know 
that sometime 
prior to the 
1 9 6 0 r a c e 
season, the 
S p e c i a l 
c h a n g e d 
hands.  Sadly, 
a subsequent 
owner mistak-

enly applied a welding torch too close to the gas line result-
ing in a dramatic and “explosive” finish for the car.  Although 
the Special was no more, my parents and their friend Bill 
Huffman continued racing, driving production MG’s and 
modified Austin Healeys. 
When they lived in Orillia, my parents founded the Twin 
Lakes Motor Club, an organization that is still active after 
sixty years.  These small clubs sought affiliation with nation-
al entities, such as the British Empire Motor Club, which fa-
cilitated the organization and scheduling of annual events at 
several locations, including Harewood Acres, Edenvale and 
Green Acres. 
Races took place on private property which usually support-
ed mixed farming operations, complete with grazing stock 
and pasture land. These properties generally possessed 

another asset and that was an abandoned WWII aerodrome. 
During the war, several airstrips were built in southern On-
tario and elsewhere in Canada, to facilitate pilot training un-
der the auspices of the British Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan.  After the war, these air fields fell into disuse.  Much of 
the built infrastructure was removed except of course, the 
runways, which were simply abandoned.  These runways 
which were simply abandoned.  These runways were orient-
ed to form a triangle.  This configuration allowed pilots to 
deal with variable winds, while the surrounding flat pasture 
proved essential to novice pilots who might overshoot or run 
out of tarmac upon landing.  These attributes also served to 
protect over-exuberant sports car drivers who might mis-
judge a corner and end up taking a harmless detour through 
a stubble field.  The straight line runways were also popular 
with drag car racing enthusiasts.  For sports car racers, the 
runways provided straightaways while their intersections 
formed the circuit corners.  Corners were further defined by 
chicanes, often constructed with stacked hay bales obtained 
from local farmers.  The chicanes added a further degree of 
difficulty to tracks that averaged about two-miles in total 
length. 
For those who may be interested, there is a web resource, 
racingsportscars.com, which contains a wealth of informa-

tion about the 
development of 
sports car rac-
ing in Canada. 
The site has a 
s e a r c h a b l e 
data base with 
illustrations of 
the race cir-
c u i t s , p h o-
t o g r a p h s o f 
e v e n t s a n d 
listings of the 
d r i v e r s a n d 
cars that com-
peted.  Invari-

a b l y, M G i s 
recorded as the most common make competing at airport 
circuit events.  As it turns out, British Columbia was also the 
scene of early airfield racing.  In 1949, a gentleman named 
Arleigh Pilkey, driving an MGTC, reportedly won the inau-
gural race held at the Abbotsford air field.  (cont. P.10) 

Bumped slow TR3 going thru chicane 

http://racingsportscars.com
http://racingsportscars.com
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When my parents were racing the “Special” and other pro-
duction British sports cars, there wasn’t any prize money up 
for grabs, but there were trophies and of course, the recogni-
tion of your peers as well as that of the appreciative crowd. 

Events held at airport circuits included a variety of individual 
races.  Distances were often ten laps or less featuring differ-
ent classes of cars, thus allowing the crowd to cheer for their 
favourite car and driver.  Invariably, there was a main event 
near the end of the race day, which featured the more exotic 
and “big bore” machinery.  As sponsorship gradually became 
a reality, drivers were able to access more competitive cars 
and compete in multiple events.  The events themselves 
became more complex, featuring 4 and 6-hour team en-
durance races.  One year, it was decided that stock cars 
from the United States would be invited to compete against 
sports cars on one of the airport circuits.  It was a definite 

crowd pleaser as small engine sports cars prevailed over 
Detroit V-8’s. 
Although I was only 6 years old in 1958, I remember attend-
ing races, taking in the sounds and smells, particularly the 
aroma of the motor oil of choice, Castrol R.  Anyone who 
attended racing events during the 1950s will recall the dis-
tinctive odour emanating from engines run at sustained high 
RPMs, using Castor plant derived oil.  Interestingly, Castrol 
still manufactures R series oil.  It is specifically recommend-
ed for performance engines because of the superior lubrica-
tion properties of castor oil, not to mention that it conveys 
the smell reminiscent of vintage racing. 
My parents formed a partnership in life and applied their 
partnership skills to supporting early sports car racing.  Be-
ginning in the late 1950s, they built the Special as well as 
prepared and raced the family car on airport circuits and 
frozen lakes.  Together, they founded and served as execu-
tives for regional car clubs, and became life-long advocates 

of the sport of car racing.  For my parents, car racing was a 
family affair.  During the early days of racing in Canada, fam-
ily and friends most often comprised the race team.  While 
one parent raced, the other oversaw the paddock with pit 
crew chores, child minding, event volunteering and a myriad 
of behind the scenes duties that ensured racing was afford-
able and family centred.  My parents were accomplished 
drivers who made significant contributions to the develop-
ment of sports car racing in Canada and for me, at a very 
young age, formed my perception that sport car racing was 
for friendship and fun, but most of all, for family.  !  

Bettie’s Victory Lap
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Beatrice’s New Clothes 
by David G. Stocks, SIB 
This is a story about B138LFG, a lovely 1964 Bentley S3 
named Beatrice. 
I had wanted an S3 since the 1980s after seeing one be-
side a Silver Cloud III.  In my opinion, those cars were 
made to look good with a Bentley grille: the Rolls-Royce 
grille just does not fit the lines of the body.  You can see 
what I mean in this photo of Beatrice beside Lady Eliza-
beth, our 1950 Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn, LSBA86 (original-
ly a demonstrator at Plimley Motors in Victoria). 

Beatrice was one of nine S3s sold new in Canada.  Her first 
owner was Dr. J. T. B Quayle in New Westminster, BC, with 
a guarantee date of 4 October 1964.  On 19 August 1967, 
she was bought by Mr. H. A. Martin of Vancouver.  Henry 
Howard, a professor at UBC, bought her in February, 1971.  
Henry and Gloria named her Beatrice.  Henry died in 1986 
but Gloria kept the car until she was no longer able to drive.  
Then the car sat outside in the rain until the son of a neigh-
bour bought her in January 1989.  He enjoyed the car for a 
few months and made some cosmetic improvements.  An 
RROC member bought her in November 1989 and moved 
her to Calgary.  A month later, when the new owner realized 
the poor condition of the car, he called me and said, “It is 
too much for me.”  I bought Beatrice and began to bring her 
into better condition. 
The first task was to service the braking system: 2 master 
cylinders, 6 slave cylinders, and 8 shoe linings.  The car 
and parts went to EuroCana motors in Edmonton.  We 
were all very surprised to learn that only two of the front 
brake shoes had been operating!  Six of the shoe linings 
had negligible wear.  I still have six new linings and their 
rivets that were not needed. 
After some work on the steering and having the transmis-
sion rebuilt, we attended some car events.  On one excel-

lent trip, Beatrice took us to a meet in the mountains.  She 
proved to be fast and comfortable. 
We moved to the Seattle area in 1993.  Getting across the 
border proved to be an unexpected pleasure.  We were in 
convoy of three unusual cars: Lady Elizabeth, Beatrice, and 
our 1973 MGB GT.  In addition to Frances & me, the drivers 
included our son, Rob, and two friends. 
The Silver Dawn and the S3 were loaded to the windows 
with our personal effects including two rifles, a shotgun, 
about a dozen bottles of wine, and about a dozen open 
bottles of scotch.  We had budgeted 2 hours for paperwork 
at the border.  Frances & I pulled up to the US customs 
window in Lady Elizabeth.  The other two cars were right 
behind us.  We explained that we were moving down to 
Seattle because my employer had transferred me.  The 
cheery customs officer welcomed us to the USA and asked 
a few questions about the three cars and the people in 
them.  Then, to our amazement, he waved all three cars 
through!  This was not according to plan.  I pulled into the 
first gas station we came to, the other two cars joined us, 
and we all wondered what had just happened.  Collecting 
our wits, we carried on south. 
Some weeks later, Frances had to go to the airport to report 
all three cars to the US customs office.  They gave her all 
the necessary papers without even looking at the cars. I 
guess they figured that no one would be foolish enough to 
play fast and loose with such cars. 
Although we kept Beatrice licensed and insured in Wash-
ington State, we did not use her much.  For reasons that 
escape me, we had the rear brake drums powder coated.  
Maybe that was because we were having parts of the Silver 
Dawn powder coated and we had to make up a minimum 
order. 
One memorable day, Beatrice was used as a prop in a 
video being made by a high-school English class at a 
neighbour’s house.  The students were making a video of a 
scene from Romeo & Juliet placed in the 1960s.  They 
needed a 1960s version of a rich person’s carriage.  Beat-
rice was perfect for that role!  Here’s a photo of our neigh-
bour Christa giving Beatrice some TLC while her friends 
waited in fancy clothes. 
We returned to Canada in 1998 and lived at Malahat Farm, 
about 8 miles west of Sooke.  There, I had a great shop: 24’ 
x 36’ with an 11.5’ ceiling.  Ignoring Beatrice, I spent a few 
years restoring Lady Elizabeth.  After moving closer to Vic-
toria in 2006, we finally got serious about Beatrice in 2009. 
The first step was to remove the wings and  (cont. P. 12) 
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Beatrice’s New Clothes (cont.) 

various small panels to have them blasted clean.  Here are 
some photos of Beatrice partly disrobed.  The big contrap-

tion under the right front wing is the heater.  Really! 
It was clear that Beatrice’s body was beyond cosmetic re-
pair: many of the panels needed to be replaced.  After 
some months of research, we bought a whole suite of pan-
els from Introcar, which recently merged with Healey Bros.  
We had used Healey Bros. panels for LSBA86 and found 

the quality and fit to be excellent.  Here are a couple of 
photos of Beatrice’s new clothes.  There will be a prize for 

a n y o n e 
w h o c a n 
c o r r e c t l y 
identify all 
the panels! 
Beatr ice’s 
new clothes 
have been 
fitted and 
s e v e r a l 
o t h e r 

patches were 
made using 
appropr ia te 
steel.  The 
panel beater, 
t h e l a t e 
OECC mem-
b e r P e t e r 
Lee, had a 
good reputa-
tion for work 
o n M G s , 
Singers, and 

assorted English cars.  This was his first Bentley and he 
enjoyed the challenge.  Well, he enjoyed most of it! 
While Peter was doing his work, I removed the grille, the 
anti-sway bar, the power-steering ram, the radiator, the 
heater from under the right front, the fresh-air tube from 
under the left front wing, both side panels from the engine 
compartment, all the fittings on those panels, the coil, the 
water pump, and the fittings from the firewall.  All the fas-
teners and fittings went to be plated with silver cadmium 
while engine panels, fender mounts, fan shroud, etc. went 
to be powder coated in black.  This cosmetic work was en-
joyable and looks terrific. 
I abandoned poor Beatrice for the 5 years 2010-2014 while 
engaged in Rotary responsibilities.  Recent work has in-
cluded some new brake lines, a new exhaust system, new 
front springs, significant repairs to the front suspension, 
and the usual cleaning and painting of the filthy chassis. 
We expect to have the car drivable in 2017 and then it will 
be off to the painter and the coach trimmer.  You can ex-
pect to see Beatrice at club functions in the summer of 
2018.  !
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“I’ll need 66 tires, please…

Morinville Quebec

All Triumph Drive In, BCTR Registry 
by Adele Hedges, CIB 
Rob Brodie arranged a car trip, originating in Victoria and 
picking up various members of the SIB along the way, on 
Friday August 12 so that they could view the Triumphs at 
Ostler Park the next day.  Ken and I, along with Peter and 
Sylvia Sparke, waited for them in Nanoose Bay.  A very 
large convoy of British cars (not all Triumphs) came roar-
ing along Northwest Bay Road; what a lovely sound!  Rob 
had arranged for us to have a picnic lunch at the Little 
Qualicum Cheeseworks, which many of us did, but a few 
carried on to Qualicum to eat a restaurant. 
We made our way up to Campbell River and then Ken and 
I went up to Painters Lodge to pick up our registration 
package.  We then headed to our daughter’s home (had 
the use of their home as they were in Vancouver for the 
weekend).  Rob had also reserved tables on the patio at 
the Royal Coachman Neighbourhood Pub where we got to 
chat to many members of SIB.  We then left to go on get 
the TR250 ready for the next day before it got too dark. 
Next day we made our way to Ostler Park where the show 
and shine was being held.  A beautiful spot for a car show.  
There was a total of 108 cars, all grouped with the various 
categories.  There was a beautiful display of TR3’s and 
TR3A’s near the ocean.  There were so many TR6’s that 
they were grouped into early and late.  Other members 

from CIB who attended besides ourselves and Peter and 
Sylvia, were Mike Minter & Lillian, Merv Steg, and Richard 
and Joan Rue who were also registered, but came without 
their car.  The weather was great and we enjoyed seeing 
many Triumph owner friends who we have met over the 
years at prior ATDI’s.  Many people came to see the cars 
and as usual, Ken let one young boy sit in the car which he 
enjoyed.  Bob Cumberland, who was visiting his daughter 
in Campbell River, came by to view the cars.  Those from 
SIB who did not have Triumphs later had lunch at Salmon 
Point before driving back to Victoria. 
This year the judging was done by the participants and 
around 2 pm we were called to the registration tent for the 
awards.  Merv Steg received 1st in the TR7 category with 
his 1980 Spider and Ken received 1st with his TR250. 
Later that day they had the banquet at the Campbell River 
Community Center where they had an excellent buffet and 
many door prizes. 
It was announced that next years’ ATDI will be held in We-
natchee August 10–13, sponsored by the Tyee Triumph 
Club.  They are calling it the All Triumph Dam Show – 
ATDI.  The show will be at the Rocky Reach Dam. 
Ken and I headed for home on Sunday, but there were 
other activities arranged for out of town participants.  A 
very well organized event and the weather was perfect.  
!
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Central Island Report 
by Steve Roebuck 
While we sit inside and watch the fall colours and rains ar-
rive with a vengeance we can take a few minutes/hours to 
reflect on the latest events that we indulged in since the 
end of July! 
Gabriola Island – Concert on the Green! 

The Gabriola Lions Club 20th annual "Concert on 
the Green" held at the Gabriola Golf & Country 
Club on 4 August 2016 featured Steve 'Elvis' Elliot 

as Elvis Elite!  The concert had great weather and 
a great show with the result that the Club raised 
over $34,000 for their charitable programs on 
Gabriola Island.  The car show portion of the event 
was a hit with the audience.  In addition to Elvis’ 
1970 pink Cadillac, OECC members displayed 10 
cars and the newly formed Gabriola Cruisers Car 
Club provided 15 more.  

All Triumph Drive-In – Campbell River 
Around 100+ cars registered to attend the 3-day 
event which was held in Ostler Park, grouped in 
various categories.  Congratulations to Merv Steg 
for 1st place for his TR7 Spider and to Ken Hedges 
for 1st place for his TR250.  (See article, Page 13) 

Vineyard Run 
We also had a large turnout for The Sweet Adelines 
fund raiser at the Enrico Vineyard.  It was another 
well attended event.  Howard Lockhart was our 

Wagonmaster with a fabu-
lous run through the back-
roads from Nanaimo to Mill 
Bay.  See the excellent re-
port by Howard in our 
Beano newsletter: 
http://oecc.ca/cib/beano.htm  

Lighthouse Fall Fair 
The Qualicum Lighthouse Fall Fair had one of the 
best turn-outs we’ve had to date, with 30 cars.  A 
great day of treats and fun for the whole family.  On 
the downside, the Wagonmaster (me) was unsure 
of the destination and sought help from Ken and 
Adele Hedges.  Adele took the lead from Qualicum 
Beach and although she pulled off at the turn to let 

me by, I didn’t pass her and she then led us into the 
field.  Someone at the fair directed us to where we 
could park, which was a whole 15 meters further 
away than was painted in the grass, this meant 
anyone wanting to try and find English/Brit cars had 
great difficul-
ty in locating 
their where-
abouts.  For-
t u n a t e l y , 
several driv-
ers were on 
hand to send them off in the right direction to enjoy 
our prized cars, thank you everyone who helped 
and to all those who endured the extra trek across 
the frozen tundra after visiting the various parts of 
the show, you guys are heroes!! 

Portland All British Field Meet 
The Portland All British Field Meet was attended by 
several members from our branch and some man-
aged to secure wins in their categories, congratula-
tions go to: 

Peter Sparke – First Place for his 1960 
Daimler SP250 in the AA-03 Marques from 
the 60s class 

Len Smith – Third Place for his 1956 MGA 
in the MG-44A: MGA Roadster class 

Graeme Cook – Second Place for his 1966 
Triumph TR4A in the TR-64: TR4 & TR4A 
class  (cont. P. 15) 

http://oecc.ca/cib/beano.htm
http://oecc.ca/cib/beano.htm
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Central Island (cont.) 
ECAIP 

The ECAIP event this year was held for the first 
time at Government House, a very stately place, 
and many cars from all marques and ages were on 
display from all branches and looked like an excel-
lent day out, unfortunately, yours truly was unable 
to attend, but one day, one day….. 

End of Summer Scavenger Hunt 
The End of 
S u m m e r 
S c a v e n g e r 
Hunt, our last 
major event of 
the summer, 
was tremen-
dous fun with 
a d r i v e 
through the 
back roads of 
C e d a r a n d 
Ye l l o w p o i n t 
searching out 
a n s w e r s t o 
clues on our 
h a n d - o u t s . 

Thank you Malcolm and Janet Hargrave for yet 
another fun-filled event.  Elaine and I came in first 
place, but to be fair, we did have superdog Ernie on 
our side which was probably an unfair advantage, 
lol. 

Nanaimo Hospital Fund Raiser 
The Nanaimo Hospital Auxiliary held a tea party, 
fashion show and fundraiser at the Nanoose Com-
munity Centre and we provided a display of 10 or 
so cars to help support the event. 

Christmas Banquet – Nov 26 
Our annual Christmas banquet held at Fairwinds 
Golf Club in Nanoose.  There was a door prize 
draw and a Toy Drive for the Nanaimo district.  Our 
best attendance with approximately 90 people at-
tending our final event of 2016. 
2016 has been the busiest year for the past 6 years 
with 26 events in total.  Thank you, members, for 
making this year so successful with your participa-
tion, enthusiasm and community spirit. 

Membership Numbers 
Our Branch currently has 131 memberships with 
241 members.  Starting with the memberships for 
2017, all members may pay their dues via PayPal 
or cheque and all are requested to complete a new 
contact details sheet annually to ensure the roster 
remains up to date. 

Following the Branch AGM on October 17th, the Branch 
Executive will see a few changes for 2017: 

Chair – Steve Roebuck 
Vice Chair – Al Ramsay 
Past Chair – Cathy Gislason 
Treasurer – Janet Hargrave – previously Terry 
MacFarlane 
Secretary – Janet Pidwysocki – previously Jerrie 
MacFarlane 
Membership/Roster – Bob Thompson 
Events Coordinator – Howard Lockhart – previously 
Paul Mansell 
Regalia Coordinator – Marilyn Tarry 
Webmaster – Paul Tilroe 
Beano Editor – Graeme Cook 
Presentation Coordinator – Brian Collings 
Auctioneer – Ken Tanguay 

Thank you very much to Terry, Jerrie and Paul for 
your past service and a warm welcome and grati-
tude goes out to the new 2017 Executive members 
for your volunteerism and willingness to be involved 
in your club. 

Our snowbirds have driven south for the winter; our pre-
cious cars are being garaged/worked on and prepared for 
next year.  Elaine and I wish everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year, drive safe and looking forward 
to a busy schedule in the New Year.  !  

See more and enjoy the all great photos 
the CIB’s excellent Sept/Oct ‘Beano’ 

newsletter at: 

http://oecc.ca/cib/Documents/SepOct2016BEANO.pdf

http://oecc.ca/cib/Documents/SepOct2016BEANO.pdf
http://oecc.ca/cib/Documents/SepOct2016BEANO.pdf
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Kootenay Report 
by Cliff Blakey, KB 
Here it is December and we’re looking back to contem-
plate what 2016 has meant for our Branch.  The highlight 
of the year for us is our “Brits Invade Kaslo” event on Sep-
tember 11th, which in spite of the inclement weather, 
turned out still to be a lot of fun!  We had about thirty regis-
trations with a good assortment of cars, and a good 
chance to renew old friendships and make new acquain-
tances.  This also gave us a chance to look at ideas to fur-
ther expand on the show theme for next year.  See our 
Club website at http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pic-
tures/2016_Pictures.html for all the photos! 
After the show, things came to a crawl until, in October, our 
Branch made a decision when we voted on taking on a 
restoration job belonging 
to our Chair, Cliff Blakey, 
for a winter project.  Our 
project began on October 
23rd. 
Our Branch Project in-
vo lves, among other 
items, updating the engine 
of my 1957 Hillman Husky 
Mk.1 from its original 1200 
CC side valve engine to 
an overhead valve 1600 
CC engine from a 1964 
Sunbeam Alpine.  This 
engine was supplied by 
Mike Broadley, one of our members, which he removed 
from the said Alpine when he upgraded it to a Ford V6.  
Both the ‘new’ donor engine and the original engine were 
made by the Rootes Company, which is the parent com-
pany of Hillman and Sunbeam, among a few other makes, 
so it’s still ‘all in the family’! 
This project will have two-fold results.  First, of course, is to 
restore the car close to it’s former glory, and upgrade the 
car to handle normal highway speeds of our country, and 
secondly and most importantly, to act as a teaching agent 
in auto restoration by involving the knowledgeable mem-

bers to share their automotive experience in a hands-on 
environment portrayed as on-going tech-talks. 
The engine transplant will give the car almost three times 
the horsepower, with the original side valve having 30 hp 
and the overhead having 85 hp, giving it quite sufficient 
power to travel at highway speeds.  Along with the engine 
upgrade, a rebuild of the steering column and box, which 
is in progress, rebuilding the brake system, bodywork and 
possibly a paint job will be in the works.  As with all 
restorations, other items will undoubtedly show up during 
restoration which will need attention, so this restoration 
may diverge from the original schedule, but time will tell 
the outcome. 
As of this writing, the interior is basically stripped, along 
with the engine bay, down to bare bones.  The front 
crossmember has been removed and is in the process of 

being replaced with an MGB 
unit which includes disc 
brakes and rack and pinion 
steering for better handling 
and stopping.  The rear end 
will be replaced with an MGB 
rear end and all wheels will 
be changed from the old 
three bolt wheels to more 
modern MGB four bol t 
wheels, which will give the 
car “taller” gears for better 
highway cruising.  This 
project should keep our 

Branch busy for a good portion of the winter months, along 
with getting ready for Christmas and family gatherings, of 
course. 
When the Hillman is done, the finishing up of Kelvin’s 1958 
MGA will be in line as our next Branch project.  !  

Here is a link to our “Hillman Project”: 
http://oecc.ca/krb/autojumble/autojum-

ble.html 

http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/autojumble/autojumble.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/autojumble/autojumble.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/autojumble/autojumble.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/autojumble/autojumble.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
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Kootenay Report (cont.) 

Kaslo Invasion, September 11th 

See all the OECC Kootenay Branch “Kaslo Invasion” photos at: 
http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html 

http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
http://oecc.ca/krb/2016_Kaslo/2016_Pictures/2016_Pictures.html
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South Island Report 
by John Beresford 
September Bus Tour 
After two previous bus tours to the Seattle-Tacoma area, 
organized by the team of Graham and Licette How, previous 
participants knew that the 2016 version would offer the same 
level of camaraderie, but could Vancouver and the Lower 
Mainland offer the same range of interesting venues to visit? 
It didn’t take long to discover the answer was an emphatic 
yes! 
The long weekend began at 8:00am on Friday at Swartz 
Bay, where the group was greeted by Graham and Licette 
and introduced to our driver for the trip, Bud, from Wilsons 
Transportation.  Bud would prove to be a most expert and 
patient chauffeur over the weekend, and indeed he took a 
great interest in the attractions that were visited. 
First off the ferry, Bud was presented with his initial chal-
lenge, that of getting from Tsawwassen to the North Shore in 
an hour or so.  Only slightly late, we arrived at our first stop, 
the MG collection of Peter Welsh.  Peter has amassed a 
nearly complete set of MGs, ranging from the early 1930’s to 
one of the last MGBs built.  In between are such rarities as a 
K3 racing car (one of 33 made) and an Airline Coupe (one of 
only four remaining).  Two interlopers are present, chosen 
because there was space for an additional pair of small vehi-

cles: a Messerschmitt KR200 and a BMW Isetta.  All of the 
cars are fully restored, though some have not been driven 
recently.  In fact, the K3 was last exercised by famed racing 
driver Phil Hill some 30 years ago. 
An OECC mug was presented to our gracious host and with 
some difficulty the group was persuaded back on the bus. 

Just a short distance, though around some steep and twist-
ing lanes, was our lunch stop, the Appleback Grill at the Gle-
neagles Golf Club.  As we would come to expect, our re-
served area was waiting and lunch was quickly provided. 
After lunch, Bud pointed the bus south, to the Park Royal 
Shopping Centre.  Most of the ladies disembarked there, 
while the remainder of the group made (slow) progress to RX 
Autoworks.  This compact shop produces results that belie 
its smallish size—many of their restorations have appeared 

at Pebble Beach, including several class winners.  Four em-
ployees perform virtually all the work in-house.  A wide vari-
ety of cars were being worked on at the time of our visit, in-
cluding the oldest Rolls Royce in Canada (having suffered 
accident damage), a Stutz racing car, an E-Type Jaguar, two 
Alfa Romeos (including an 8C 2900 to be completed for the 
2017 Pebble Beach Concours) and an early Porsche 911. 
Once again, it was hard to get everyone back on the bus 
when it was time to leave. 
Returning to Park Royal, the shoppers were picked up and 
we headed, in the rush hour, to our hotel for the next two 
nights, the Accent Inn in Richmond.  It was noted that while 
the shoppers came aboard laden with purchases, there was 
no “show and tell” at the back of the bus, as had been the 
case on the last trip.  However, some whispered comments 
between the ladies seemed to have the effect of increasing 
the speculation about what the shopping bags may have 
contained. 
Despite the traffic, we arrived at the hotel on schedule.  The 
reception staff were only slightly overwhelmed and soon 
everyone found their rooms.  Across the road, the Fogg ‘N 
Suds pub proved to be just what was needed for refresh-
ments.  (cont. P.19) 
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SIB Report (cont.) 
Graham indicated that the bus would leave at 9:00am on 
Saturday morning for that day’s activities.  And so it was that 
everyone was present at the appointed hour, though some 
displeasure was shown by one member who prefers a more 
leisurely start to his day. 
First stop was at Dave Pollon’s “Chicken Farm” Car Collec-
tion.  While the building that houses the collection may once 
have held chickens, there is no evidence of that now.  Upon 
entering, one encounters Rosie’s Diner, an authentic 1950’s 
diner and a replica Texaco filling station, complete with peri-
od accessories.  The adjacent room houses the car collec-
tion, top end examples of 1940-1980 American performance 
cars, but also including a 2005 Ford GT.  Dave is perhaps 
proudest of his collection of early Thunderbirds, one each 
from ‘55, ‘56 and ‘57.  Some of the cars were acquired at 
Barrett Jackson auctions and he is currently looking for one 
of the new 2017 Ford GTs. 

The “barn” has a mezzanine level lounge, furnished with pe-
riod items—a relaxing place to sit and view the cars and as-

sociated memorabilia.  Dave was kept busy answering ques-
tions about the collection, including the artwork decorating 
the walls.  An OECC mug was presented by Kelly to Dave, 
along with our thanks to him for his generosity in opening up 
the collection for our visit. 
Back aboard the bus, it was discovered we were slightly 
ahead of schedule.  As it happened, Willowbrook Shopping 
Centre and an adjacent Princess Auto lay along the route.  
As expected, the ladies headed for the former and the men 
the latter.  Frying pans appeared to have been on sale 
somewhere in the shopping centre, while socket head cap 
screws were a particularly good deal at Princess Auto.  And 
everyone returned to the bus at the appointed time!  
Bud then headed the bus to the Langley airport, where a 
catered lunch awaited at Adrian’s at the Airport.  Some sharp 
eyed diners noted that beer from the Dead Frog Brewery 
was available.  It tasted better than it sounded! 
Just around the corner awaited the next stop, the Canadian 
Museum of Flight.  With aircraft both inside and outside of a 
modest sized hanger, the museum packs a large number of 
artifacts into a small area.  Notable aeroplanes include an 
Avro Canada CF 100, a Handley Page Hampden recovered 
from the seabed at Pat Bay, and a Westland Lysander.  In-
side the hanger, a volunteer was working on one of two 
Sopwith Pup reproductions.  When complete, these two air-
craft will be taken to Europe for the 100th anniversary of the 
battle of Vimy Ridge.  The promised tour guide, arranged in 

advance, did not appear, but everyone seemed happy to 
view the exhibits at their own pace.  The museum member 
working on the Sopwith Pup was presented with an OECC 
mug as a thank you from the visitors.  (cont. P. 20) 
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SIB Report (cont.) 
Upon our return to Richmond and the second night at the Ac-
cent Inn, it was announced that a group area had been set 
aside at the Fogg ‘N Suds.  By all accounts another enjoyable 
evening was had, with some returning quite late to the hotel. 
The final day began with breakfast at the IHOP and after 
checkout, all were aboard the bus by the 9:00am departure 
time.  It was out to Aldergrove for the first stop of the day, at 

Ian and Doreen Newby’s amazing collection of nearly every-
thing imaginable. 
The first obvious aspect was some one dozen Jaguars 
parked on the front lawn of the property.  Ian had moved all 
the examples (that would start!) out of his very large storage 
shed, for our viewing pleasure.  It soon became obvious that 
Ian has an encyclopedic memory, as he was able to fully de-
scribe each model, its history and how each had come into 
his ownership.  From there we moved on to several MGs and 
two more Jaguars stored beneath the deck around the family 
home.  His first Jaguar, a 1949 saloon was purchased in 
1955, is awaiting an engine rebuild. 
The full history of a rare Leyland RTL London bus was de-
scribed prior to entering the main storage building where the 
‘hobby‘ car collection is stored (Ian made it clear that the 
hobby vehicles are separate from the ‘business’ vehicle col-
lection).  Included in the former are no less than five Jensen 
Interceptors (some rather sadly in derelict condition), a reve-
lation that caused the Jensen owner in our group to be ren-
dered temporarily speechless. 
It was then on to the business side, the first stop being a con-
verted horse barn.  Some five miles of shelving and racking 

contain thousands of uniforms, hats, helmets and indeed any-
thing to outfit an actor portraying someone from the Roman 
Empire to a modern day police officer.  Doreen described this 
side of the business, which keeps herself and three other 
employees very busy.  Everything, except socks, is supplied, 
in of course a variety of sizes. 
Ian then took over, conducting us around and into several 
other buildings.  Over 100 vehicles are available for film pro-
duction work, from a Leopard tank to WW2 Jeeps, modern 
police cars and buses.  Ian was careful to point out the British 
items, of which there were a surprising number, Land Rovers 
in particular.  Some came from the British training base at 
Suffield Alberta. 
Our lunch stop turned out to be in the Newby’s “Irish Pub”, 
located on the second floor of Ian’s workshop beside their 
home.  The room was full of interesting automotive memora-
bilia.  A catered lunch was laid out just in time for our arrival 
and a pleasant hour was spent relaxing in the comfortable 
surroundings. 
After thanking the Newbys, we boarded the bus and returned 
to Greater Vancouver, where the Trev Deeley Motorcycle Mu-

seum was opened 
specially for us.  A 
t o u r h a d b e e n 
arranged and the 
knowledgeable guide 
led us through the 
history of the motor-
cycle, as depicted by 
the dozens of ma-
chines on display.  

And the quality of the 
displays is certainly “state of the art”.  The museum is located 
in a modern building next to Trev Deeley Motorcycles, the 
oldest Harley-Davidson dealership in Canada.  (cont. P.21) 

“Jeeves, bring ‘round the Daimler…”
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SIB  Report (cont.) 
The chance of getting an earlier than planned ferry home 
was foiled by the late arrival of the scheduled 5:00pm sailing, 
but the wait enabled Robert Atkins to present, on board the 
bus, his impressions of the weekend.  Aside from his com-
ments about Vancouver traffic, the hotel check-in and mild 
disappointment at being unable to determine just what 
Licette had purchased at Park Royal, Robert had nothing but 
praise for the trip.  The choice and variety of the tours, ac-
commodation, catering arrangements and camaraderie were 
second to none. 
It only remains to add our thanks to our various hosts, Bud 
the driver and most of all of course to Graham and Licette for 
all their work in organizing this trip.  All three bus trips have 
taken us to fascinating places and being driven there in a 
relaxed fashion aboard a comfortable bus has been most 
agreeable.  Each trip has had its own highlights and we have 
been most fortunate to have had Graham and Licette as en-
thusiastic organizers.  It may be too early to talk about the 
next one, but we hope that there will indeed be more of the 
same in the future! 
English Car Affair In The Park (ECAIP) 
Saturday Activities 
The weekend began with the traditional Saturday afternoon 
drive.  The run has been a feature of ECAIP for many years, 
designed to appeal to out of town participants who arrive in 
advance of the Sunday show.  But it is always good to see 
local club members take part too, welcoming visitors to the 
event. 

Sometimes the drive is a competitive event, sometimes it is 
more of a leisurely tour.  This year, our Event Coordinators, 
Robin and Sue Patterson, chose the latter, but with an em-
phasis on pointing out the historic sites to be found in down-
town Victoria. 
The plan to meet at the Kinsmen Gorge Park was changed 
literally at the last minute when early arrivals (the Morrisons) 
found the parking lot full of cars.  A hasty change to the south 
end of Tillicum Mall was made, with Robin bravely attempting 
(and largely succeeding) in directing participants off Tillicum 
Road and into the new meeting place. 
Some 45 cars (a larger than usual number) eventually made 
the start.  Route directions were distributed; these included a 
supplement with “Notes of Historical Interest”.  Among the 
notes was the fact that in 1942 the liner Queen Elizabeth 
arrived secretly at the Federal Graving Dock to be refitted as 
a troop ship and that the statue of Captain Cook on the 
Causeway looks inland, as he never sailed into Victoria’s 
harbour. 
The route went through Esquimalt, to downtown and then 
along Dallas Road.  Then up to Fairfield and along Rockland 
where participants could see where they would be on Sun-
day.  The run ended at the Comfort Hotel, site of the evening 
banquet. 

Saturday Evening Banquet 
We returned to the Comfort Hotel for the Saturday dinner, 
with 79 people in attendance.  Cocktail hour began at 
6:00pm with dinner beginning an hour later.  The roast beef 
buffet seemed to meet with everyone’s approval and those 
who had booked rooms didn’t have far to go at the end of the 
evening.  The 50/50 draw ($92) was won by a delighted Licette 
How.  (cont. P.22) 

Susan Chapple & Lt. Governor of BC, 
the Honourable Judith Guichon

The Lt Gov speaks with one of the exhibitors
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SIB Report (cont.) 
Sunday Show, ECAIP 
After 20 years at Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Site, a new 
venue, Government House, was chosen for this year’s Eng-
lish Car Affair in the Park.  By all accounts, the new location 
proved to be a great success.  The official count of 184 Eng-
lish vehicles on the field was one indication of the popularity 
of the change, in addition to positive comments received from 
both car show participants and members of the public.  
The day began early for the field volunteers and all was in 
place as cars began to arrive.  We were pleased to have so 
many participants use on-line pre-registration this year.  Aside 
from simplifying the payment process, it made access to the 
field much quicker. 
The featured marques, Bentley and Rolls-Royce, were placed 
in front of the bandshell. Jaguars and Aston Martins were 
parked together where possible, while other marques were 
distributed at random around the various fields. 

At 10:00am the show was officially opened by the arrival of 
the Saanich Peninsula Pipe Band who escorted Her Honour 
the Lieutenant Governor Judith Guichon onto the field.  After 
an introduction by Jerymy Brownridge, Executive Director of 
Government House, Her Honour welcomed us to Govern-
ment House and spoke about her personal involvement with 
British cars, including a cross Canada trip.  Following this, our 
MC Wayne Watkins introduced ECAIP Chair Susan Chapple. 
Susan and Her Honour then did a “walk about”, talking with 
individual car owners about their vehicles. 

The Pipe Band made another appearance later in the morn-
ing and the ever popular Hatley Trio performed two sets in the 
early afternoon. 

We thank all those who helped on the weekend, starting with 
the Chair of the organizing committee, Susan Chapple and 
our thanks to Mike Baldwin in particular, who suggested Gov-
ernment House as a possible location and also made initial 
contact with the staff there.  For the Saturday drive, we thank 
the Pattersons, for the banquet arrangements Valerie Barrie 
and thanks to all, too numerous to mention individually, who 
helped on the field on Sunday.  Mention must be made of our 
MC Wayne Watkins who performed admirably throughout the 
day.  Wayne was also very busy in the time leading up to the 
weekend with promotional work for the weekend  (cont. P.23)
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SIB Report (cont.) 
Fall Classic Rally, Sunday, October 23 

The original Fall Classic Rally was 
organized by Brian Bishop in 
2001.  Brian’s idea was to have a 
competitive rally with control 
points along the way, similar to 
sports car club events in the ‘50’s 
and ‘60’s.  Over the years, this 
format has evolved, sometimes 
including “tulip” directions and 
other times being “observation” 
runs, with places and objects 
needing to be identified along the 
way.  This year’s was more along 
the lines of the latter, with a couple 

o f u n u s u a l t e s t s 
added. 
At the starting point, 
the Hamsterley Beach 
parking lot, rallyists 
were presented with 
the route directions, 
after having been ad-
vised that reference to 
external sources of 
information (via cell 
phones) would be se-
verely frowned upon! 
Rob Brodie then sent 
the teams off at three 
minute intervals. 
The route led to Island 
View Beach, where 
Bob and Wendy Tibbo 
awaited to put partici-

pants to work outside 
their cars.  A small trailer needed to be assembled and taken 
around an obstacle course, with of course a stopwatch 
recording the duration of the run.  Rallyists were also advised 
to take note of three Dinky toys displayed at the stop. 
Retracing their route along Island View Road, participants 
crossed the highway and headed north to Saanichton where 
the next stop was the parking lot of St. Mary’s Church.  Here 
they were presented with a choice of two timed tests: chang-
ing a spark plug (using only one hand) or an excursion around 
an obstacle course in a wheelbarrow.  The latter is best 

shown in the photos nearby, but one of the team rode in the 
wheelbarrow while giving directions to the “driver”, who wore 
an arc welding helmet (and was therefore effectively blind-
folded).  Much to the surprise of the organizers, most chose 
the wheelbarrow test.  Results varied quite widely, but no one 
fell out of the conveyance, though voices were raised (and 
oddly enough, arms waved) in an effort to complete the 
course.  After finishing this activity, the rallyists continued on in 
their four-wheeled vehicles.  The route headed up East 
Saanich Road to Haldon and then Thomson Place before  
joining Mt. Newton X Road.  Then it was up West Saanich to 
McTavish and north to the finish at Mary’s Bleue Moon Cafe.  
Along the way various roadside items of interest were to be 
noted and just to fill in the time, a limerick was to be produced 
which included the driver/co-driver’s names and make of car. 
Once all had arrived at Mary’s, Tom and Cheryl Rivers effi-
ciently tabulated the scores.  The last place finishers, who 
shall remain nameless, received his and her’s pairs of eye-
glasses, in the hope that these might improve their chances in 
future rallies.  Second and third places were separated by 
only half a point; with Kelly and Jayne James in third just be-
hind Graham and Licette How.  First place went to Pauline 
and Jim Morrison in their “new” Jaguar; the last time they won 
the event was in their Ford Cortina.  Refreshments were en-
joyed in the side room at Mary’s, where the staff as usual 
were most efficient. 

The organizers would like to thank the Tibbos, the Rivers and 
Rob Brodie for their help on the day.  Next year, Rob has kind-
ly agreed to organize the event.  Based on what he has come 
up with in the past (remember the Rob-Bob Bobbin’ Along?), 
the next Fall Classic Rally will no doubt be something to look 
forward to.  !  
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Thompson Valley Report  
 by  Stephen Way 
Our August started with our second Tuesday of the month 
“Gather 'n Go”, a monthly evening drive of about one hour 
followed by a social at a destination restaurant or pub. It’s 
always well attended and includes an opportunity for 
partners to socialize. 
A number of our members represented us well at other, non 
OECC events in August including Kamloops Hot Nite in the 
City, Rally in the Valley, Peachland, (where one unnamed 
member won the leaky car award), All Triumph Drive In, 
Campbell River, (where one member's British relatives were 
treated to 700+ miles of driving on the uncongested rural 
roads of Beautiful British Columbia.  They will definitely be 

coming back next year for more). 
In September, a number of us made the commitment to 
support the Kootenay Branch's, “Brits invade Kaslo” event, a 
weekend trip for us.  We set off on a Saturday morning, 
rendezvousing with Ric MacDonald (VCB) and his Morgan in 
Vernon.  After a quick radiator repair to the Morgan, we set 
off for the further 4 hour drive to Kaslo on BC highway 6, 
(one of the great driving roads of BC) and only had a one 

sailing wait for Needles cable ferry which holds about 30 
cars.  The Brits definitely did invade the small Kootenay town 
of Kaslo with cars coming from as far as Calgary to 
participate. Sunday show is held on the waterfront of 

Kootenay Lake and while it was a 
very windy day, car turnout was good 
and everyone had a good time.  
Congratulations to the Kootenay 
Branch for a well run event.  Our 
return drive to Kamloops included, 
pushing one car back onto the ferry, 
(quickly repaired on the 20 minute 
crossing), some rain and wildlife on 
the road in some night driving. 
Also in September we took a club 
drive down “Westside Road”, (a 
windy road which follows the the 
coast of the Okanagan Lake from 
north of Vernon to south of Kelowna, 
on the quieter west side), for a 
waterfront picnic at the Fintry 
Provincial Park.  A couple of guests 
joined us including an uncanny 
recreation of the “lost” 1963 Jaguar 
lightweight.  (cont. P.25) 

’63 E-Type lightweight replica

Fintry Picnic
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TVB Report (cont.) 
October saw our annual “Fish 'n Chip run”, typically the 
last drive of the driving season.  This year, we planned and 
met up on route with members of the Okanagan British 
Car Club and then continued with them on a back roads 
drive through the North Okanagan Armstrong area ending 
up at a brew pub in Salmon Arm for a joint lunch and 
social.  More afternoon driving  with an amazing 18 cars 
and close to 40 members taking part.  A great multi-club 
day. 
Our last, October, “Gather 'n Go” of the driving season 
quickly lost daylight and ended up as a night drive. 

Fortunately, we knew the roads well and the huge driving 
lights on member Karl Steggeman's 1953 Bentley lit up the 
road. 
In mid October we held a Sunday “pop up event” drive to 
one of the four Kamloops wineries for an afternoon wine 
tasting and late lunch.  Despite short notice, the event was 
very well attended and enjoyed so much we took a 20 mile 
windy road detour home.  We will certainly include more of 
these, shorter mixed events, in 2017. 
Now with winter weather arriving, (we have already woken 
up to snow twice in some parts of town) and members 
cars heading for winter repairs and projects, our 2016 

d r i v i n g 
s e a s o n 
h a s 
e n d e d . 
W e w i l l 
reconvene 
e a r l y i n 
t h e n e w 
y e a r f o r 
o u r 
Punctually 

C h a l l e n g e d 
C h r i s t m a s 
P a r t y a n d 
f u r t h e r 
planning for 
o u r 2 0 1 7 
season.  !  

Fish N’ Chips Run

Gather N’ Go!

Kamloops Winery Run
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Vancouver Coast Report 
By Alan Miles 
For our September event (held on Tuesday, September 6th) 
we had 13 cars and 25 people show up for fish and chips 
from Pajos at Garry Point in Steveston.  Everyone who at-

tended seemed to have a great time and the weather was 
nice and sunny.  Along with filling our faces with Pajos great 
fish and chips we also had a bit of a car show going on in 
the parking lot which many passersby stopped to enjoy. 
Saturday, October 1st. was the date for John and Lorna 
Hoare’s annual Fraser Valley Run.  After meeting at Guil-
ford Mall we set off on the first of a two part run which took 
about 1 1/2 hours.  Our first stop was at Napier Antiques in 
the hamlet of Milner in Langley.  A fascinating and eclectic 
assembly of antiques greeted us and it was truly a hard 
place to leave!  Many of us vowed to return another day. 
The Run ended up at Shady Grove Farm on King Road in 
Abbotsford.  (cont. P.27) 

fish n’ chips… or is that ships?

Parking for Pajo’s
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Correction!
The Spanner, August 2016, Volume 32, Page 9, incorrectly identified the winners of the 2016 Mini-

Monte Trophy as John and Margie Ross.  Of course their surname is Moss, like those other, 
almost as famous, drivers.

VCB Report (cont.) 
There we were treated to Abe Suderman’s great collection of 
vintage cars and memorabilia spread across several large 
two story buildings.  A third building was dedicated solely to 
Abe’s personal passion- Willys automobiles.  The amount of 
displays and memorabilia on hand was amazing and includ-
ed period rooms set up to represent a typical 50’s home and 
stores, period pop coolers, signage and the like- all spread 
over multiple buildings.  It was simply incredible! 

After about an hour or so we headed off to Finnegan's Pub 
for a nice lunch and a drink.  As it was Audrey’s 85th birth-
day, Lorna had ordered a cake and we all sang her ‘Happy 
Birthday’. 
There was an optional additional drive which Mary Lou and I 
had to miss, that took folks through farm land, past Cultus 
Lake and into the beautiful Columbia Valley.  The run ended 
about 4pm in Vedder Crossing. 
Many thanks to John and Lorna for putting on another great 
run. 
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VCB Report (cont.)

Happy Birthday, Audrey!

Wonderful Willys Topolino
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VCB 2016 London to Brighton 
Commemorative Run. 
By Malcolm Tait 
The Vancouver Coast Branch’s 2016 “London to Brighton 
Commemorative Run” was held on the Sunday November 
6th.  That was same day as the UK London to Brighton 
Run , the 120th anniversary of the first such event in 1896. 
Weather is always a factor at this time of year, some years, 
such as 2015, were rather wet.  However, despite having 

only 5 days without rain in the preceding 5 weeks and a 
poor forecast, we were lucky to have a dry day for the run. 
This was particularly appreciated by those driving open-top 
cars.  The weather influences the number of participants so 
this year we had 53 cars compared to 31 last year.  In 2015 
the oldest car on the run was a 1955 Jaguar,  This year 
there was a group of cars from the 1930s: 1933 Lagonda 
and Talbot, 1934 Aston Martin Ulster,1935 Bentley and 
Rolls Royce and a 1937 MG TA. 
The start point was the Town and Country Inn, Delta which 
we have used on several occasions in the past.  At the 
outset, Derek Carr, a member of the Triumph Club, 
appeared in Victorian attire.  Derek played the role of Lord 

Winchelsea who was instrumental in having the red flag 
requirement abolished in 1878 and the speed limit 
increased to 14 mph in 1896.  “Lord Winchelsea” reminded 
the group of these historic events and that the first London 
to Brighton run in the UK in 1896 was to celebrate the 
increased speed limit.  Derek also reported that this year 
611 pre-1905 vehicles were registered of which 426 were 
expected to make the journey from London to Brighton. 
Because of the time difference the last of the cars are 
puttering into Brighton at the time our Run commences in 

BC.  To start the Run “Lord Winchelsea” then invited VCB 
Chairman, Walter Reynolds, to assist him with the tradition 
of tearing up the Red Flag. 
Our route took us to Fort Langley for a rest stop and then 
on to The Fox and Fiddle Pub where we gathered for lunch. 
The statistics are: 
 - 53 British cars 
 - 19 British makes represented - most numerous 
were MG (11) and Jaguar (9). 
 - 11 British Car Clubs represented  
 - 27 cars were from VCB members 
 - 57 had lunch at he Fox and Fiddle. 
(cont. P.30) 
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VCB LBC Run (cont.) 
 - $600 was donated to the Reach Child and Youth 
Development Foundation, ($ 550 from  registrations Plus 
$50 from VCB). 
Walter Reynolds chaired the Organizing Committee for four 
year but this year he handed over the reins to Tony Cox and 
Malcolm Tait.  Tony agreed to Chair the 2016 committee and 
we recruited Rob McMillin and Cliff Jones to assist.  Over 
the years, Walter had developed Guidelines for the 
Organizing Committee with a detailed time-line of what 
needs doing and when.  This was very valuable to the new 
committee making our job a lot easier than having to start 
from scratch.  Thanks Walter! 

LB Run Helps Out! 
As Club Treasurer, I had the privilege of presenting a 
cheque for $600.00 to Renie D’Aquila and Kristin Bibbs of 
the Reach Child and Youth Development, on behalf of the 
Old English Car Club, on Wednesday Nov. 16th, 2016.  The 
amount was made up from the London to Brighton Run reg-
istration, additional donations and a $50.00 contribution 
from the Vancouver Branch. 
I would like to thank the committee of Malcolm Tait, Tony 
Cox and Robert McMillan, Alan Inglis and Maureen Kirk-
bride (who ran the registration desk) and all those who 
helped, and also all the participants. 
It just happened to be National Philanthropy Day on 
Wednesday!  -Bernie Miles, VCB Treasurer  !
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Restoration of a 1963 Rust-Bucket 
Austin Healey 3000 - BJ7 
by Brian Chandler (TVB/SIB) 
(formerly TVB; now a SIB member- Editor) 

It started with a few questions, like:  
“Where did you get “that %^#$* thing?” 
My reply: “Bought sight unseen not a good plan!                           
It had been sitting idle from 1976 until I pur-
chased it from Edmonton in 2005.” 
What the previous owner said, “Only 32,000 miles…… solid 
car except for a bit of rust in the trunk floor,... oh yes there 
was a minor bump at the front but this was professionally 
repaired”  -Rrright!!!!!!! 
What actually arrived: the “minor” bump left one side of the 
chassis shorter than the other.  Apart from the differential, 

everything was seized solid, bent, broken, rusted out, or full 
of body filler. 
What my Wife and friends said: ”stick it together with duct 
tape and put it on eBay”. 

So, in 2005, began an intermittent project and a fascinating 
journey! 
Disassembly revealed…well nothing really, except a few 
fragments of rusty evidence from “good old days!  The ex-
traordinary help and support that I received after joining the 
OECC in Kamloops opened up a new world!  I had no idea 
just how welcoming and helpful the Old Car Community 
could be.  Meeting and finding new friends has been the 
best part of the journey. 
While I did much of the work I, couldn’t have succeeded 
without the help from several specialists, and support from 
many others.  Too many to list, but I’d like to recognize a 
few key people who made a big difference along the way: 
Steve Smoliak and his team at Boomers Auto in Kamloops 
restored the engine which was seized solid.  With new 
cylinder sleeves it is now back to original specs.  A good 
friend and previous neighbour, Jim White, has many years 
experience in body restoration and traditional panel beating. 
He smoothed out “my rough rookie welding” and made the 
body ready for paint.  Jim now has his shop in 108 Mile 
House, BC.  Paul Thompson (at Barry Jackson Welding in 
Merritt BC), is a two Healey owner who did the final painting 
as shown below.  I would like to make a special note of 
thanks to Al Watson and Ken Finnigan in the Kamloops 
OECC, who have both been there along the way with 
everything from horse trading of parts, lots of technical ad-
vice and hands-on-help.  I am also indebted to everyone 
who has provided advice and encouragement, never un-
derestimate the value of encouragement to keep your eye 
on the ball.  Above all I am eternally grateful the patience 
and unending support from my wife Carolyn.  (cont. P32) 
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BJ7 Resto (cont.) 

Here are a few photos of progress along the way: 
1. Aligning the front and rear inner body sections onto 

the chassis. 

2. Inner body welded, sanded and seam sealed ready 
for paint. 

(cont. P.33)

Many Thanks to everyone, here it is…the final car!

Note string marking chassis 
centre line

Shiny steel chassis / inner body on its side 
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BJ7 Resto (cont.) 
3. Homemade “rotisserie”which was invaluable for final 
sanding of underside and installation of brake line fuel 

pipe and electrics. 

4. Rolling chassis, felt like quite a milestone. 

5. Door gap challenge, fortunately by this time I had fig-
ured out how to weld thin body panel. 

6. Some rookie welding around the headlamp, still 
needs trimming. 

Painted chassis on homemade rotisserie 

Rolling chassis from the front

Wide open door gap 

Headlamp opening 

(cont. P. 34) 
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BJ7 Resto (cont.) 
7. Starting to look a bit like a car…finally.  The body 

work was my biggest challenge, plenty of bending and 
“bashing” to replace rusted out areas, lots of scrap 

metal was made in the process, but tenacity prevailed. 

8. Seam sealer, quite satisfying to get this far, felt like 
another milestone. 

9. The car in Jim’s shop, where his panel beating exper-
tise smoothed out the wrinkles and imperfections from 
my welding. Suddenly the car really looked sleek with 

crisp lines. 

10. Never imagined watching paint dry could be so sat-
isfying, after 10 years it finally looked like a Healey 

again. 

11. The final product and a very pleased driver, thanks 
again to everyone for your help and support!  !

passenger side of car (not yet painted) 

Seam sealer photo inside trunk 

Car on high stands with chrome grill installed 

Car in spray booth with masking still in 
place 



�35

Leather Restoration of a Jaguar XK8 
by Steve Roebuck, CIB 
We decided to try and improve the look of the interior of our 
car by having the leather restored.  I had spoken to a cou-
ple of people who have tackled the job themselves, and it 

was way above my skill level, so we commissioned New 
Creations to see if they could make the cabin look and feel 
better. 
Over the course of 4-5 hours, they masked off the entire 
cabin, leaving the seats, steering wheel and door trim ex-

posed.  They then took sandpaper to remove the rough sur-
face and any loose fragments, before applying a cleaner 
and conditioner.  They sealed up any tears and surface 
damages and even repaired the driver’s door arm rest 
which was moderately damaged around the stitching.  
Matching the leather colour has to be an art in itself, and 
since we have two-tone leather I wondered what they would 
do, but both colours were brought back to life with several 
coats of leather dye eradicating years of wear and tear and 
restoring a beautiful finish to a beautiful car! 
Their web site is www.newcreations.ca  My contact was 
Drew Slayter who did an excellent job for us!  !  

Before After

http://www.newcreations.ca
http://www.newcreations.ca
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My TR-6 Restoration 
by Jon Davis, SIB 
Some uncharitable people might suggest that anybody un-
dertaking a body off restoration of an old English sports car, 
might need their bumps read.  If this is true then anyone 
who tries to tackle this challenge in a single car garage 
must be insane.  Okay, send the men in the white coats 
now, because that is what I am doing! 
The amount of space required to contain all the parts that 
come off a complete car takes up about three times it’s orig-
inal volume.  My first challenge therefore was to find stor-
age space. 
If your spouse, like mine, is understanding and supportive, 
then the windshield can be stored in the spare room closet, 
the dashboard under the bed and the fuel tank in the gar-

den shed.  The fenders 
hang from brackets 
on the garage wall 
and all the others 
parts are tagged and 
b a g g e d a n d 
crammed in totes, 
stacked neatly on the 
garage floor. 
To allow access to all 
sides of the car dur-
ing dismantling I in-
vested in four wheel 
dollies.  I was pleas-
antly surprised at 
how easily I was able 
to move the car for-
wards, backwards 

sideways and even diagonally. 
As my garage has no large supporting timbers I had to build 
a gantry from 2”x 4” uprights and a 2”x 6” beam.  From this I 
hung a three ton chain hoist.  Because of the low ceiling 
height I constructed an “H” frame a few inches above the 
car’s floor attached by chains to suitable lifting points on the 
car body. The centre of the “H” was attached to the chain 
hoist.  As well as gaining me height it also kept all the 
forces vertical. 
I was amazed at now successfully the hoist lifted the body 
off the chassis until I noticed that the back wheels were off 
the ground.  Nowhere in the manuals I had read did it say 
anything about removing the seat belt mounting bolts. 

The eyebolts now re-
moved, the body 
swung precariously 
from the hoist.  I built 
a wooden frame un-
der the body with ply-
wood gussets for 
strengthening.  With 
the body lowered onto 
this frame, the chas-
sis was fairly accessi-
ble. 
At a later date I knew I would have to remove and then re-
weld the T-shirt pressings on the chassis.  This requires 
welding first the top and then the bottom pressing alternate-
ly to avoid heat distortion from “hogging” the chassis.  As I 
didn’t feel like welding upside down, I decide to build a ro-
tisserie from two engine stands.  This worked really well 
except that there was insufficient room under the body 
frame to turn the chassis through 360 degrees.  To negate 
this problem I put wheels on the body frame which allowed 
me to roll the body out of the garage so I could work unre-
stricted on the chassis.  Perfect! 

After dismantling the suspension the wheels dollies were no 
longer needed.  So I set the engine on one and the wheels 
on the others, so they could be moved around the garage to 
make room as needed. 
Work can now proceed with chassis repair in relative safety 
and comfort. 
In conclusion I should warn that vehicle restoration is inher-
ently dangerous to your health, your financial wellbeing and 
your marital status!  !  
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Merry Christmas 
from The Spanner!
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