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1968 TRIUMPH TR250

Back to Life
A three year restoration
Well I threatened you all that if I did not get a write up for a car this month, you
would be subjected to pictures and a write up of our 1968 Triumph TR250 frame
off restoration.
The insert picture is how the car looked after arriving in Kelowna from California
in April of 2004. The final picture was taken soon after completion May 2007.

We purchased the car and had it shipped to Nanoose Bay where the restoration would take
place in our garage.
You may ask yourself why buy a car in that shape, the reason was that the Triumph TR250
is a fairly rare car with only 8484 being built in a fourteen month period, plus we liked the
body style after we saw a TR4A with the optional Surry top at The Rally in the Valley car
show in Penticton one year.
The TR250 sports all the Michelotti body of the earlier TR4 and TR4A but equipped with
the running gear and the 2498 cc engine found in the future TR6. It was a stop gap car for
Triumph, as they needed a more powerful car for the North American market, but the TR6
was still in the development stage.
In Europe the car was badged as a TR5 and was equipped with the first Lucas fuel injection
system which gave the car an impressive 150 HP rating, but due to Californian emission
controls, the re badged TR250 was shipped to North America with twin Zenith Stromberg
carburetors which reduced the power rating to 110 HP
The restoration was a three year episode with many searches for parts through suppliers
and via eBay. We soon discovered that the previous owner must have been a machinist as
a lot of the parts were home made, and a very poor correction was made to the frame after
what must have been a front end collision. The car had no seats and was in a sad state after
sitting outside in the Californian sun for many years, the license plate shows the last
registration as November 1993.
I removed the body from the frame, and built a temporary frame with wheels so it could be
transported to the paint shop, the body had all the panels removed and the whole body bead
blasted to bare metal before the re-spray, during this process it was found that the body
was in very good shape with only one rust hole about the size of a 25 cent piece in one of the
lower back fenders.
I stripped the engine only to find that the head was from a later TR6 and the inlet manifold
was the original TR250 which have a different port spacing, so an earlier head was needed,
this I had rebuilt in Nanaimo by Thompson Automotive Machining. I rebuilt the bottom
end of the engine, but during the process of having the crankshaft inspected before
regrinding it was found to be cracked, two used crankshafts later netted a good one. The
engine after this went together well.
I wanted an overdrive, which I purchased on eBay, that was less than stellar, so I ended up
rebuilding this also.
The frame was repaired and painted at home, engine, gearbox and running gear installed,
ready for the return of the body from the paint shop. The body was only painted on the
inside and underneath, then the car was fully assembled with a new wiring harness,
upholstery, rebuilt dash and overhauled gauges. At this point the car was taken for the
provincial examination, after which it returned to the paint shop for the final exterior paint.
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Chairman's Note
This will be my last Beano article as Chairman of the OECC Central Island Branch. As I
look back on the past two years, I must say that it has been a most interesting and satisfying
experience to help guide the Club through lots of fun activity and a period of quite rapid and
gratifying expansion (we are now at 108 members, up from 72 at the end of 2006). In this
context, one of my real pleasures has been in working with the other members of the club
executive. They have been terrific to work with, and I have really appreciated their help.
Adèle Hedges has been a ‘tower’ of strength as our meticulous and skilled Treasurer; with
her in charge of the ‘books’ I knew that the club finances were in the best of hands. Mike
Bull, our Membership Registrar, has done a superb job of promoting the club and recruiting
new members; as well, his cheerful disposition and ready sense of humour has made
working with him a lot of fun. Margie Sabourin has done an imaginative job as our Events
Coordinator, coming up with lots of fun runs, cajoling other members to step forward as
wagon-masters, and often leading events and runs herself (with Ray’s help, of course). I’m
so pleased too that we have been able to maintain such a worthy newsletter, as our “Beano”
unquestionably is, through the past two years. Our Editor and Publisher, Ken Hedges, has
done a first-class job to keep the Beano coming out every two months, and even producing a
record-breaking issue of no less than 20 pages for July-Aug 2008. Our highly-acclaimed
Website has progressed well under our Webmaster Doug Bainbridge; it has now evolved
into quite a slick and useful reference site for English car enthusiasts from far and wide. Last
but not least, I want to recognise the help and support of our past Chairman, Doug Unia; he
has not only dutifully laboured to record and produce an accurate set of minutes for each one
of our meetings over the past two years, but he has also been most supportive to me,
providing sage advice whenever I needed it. My sincere thanks go to all these members of
the Executive – also to all members of the club who have come out in quite large numbers to
help make our monthly club meetings both entertaining and worthwhile events. Finally, I
want to wish our new Chairman, Norm Hall and his team all the best as they steer this fine
club through the next period, and also – to everyone – Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
...Al Thompson, 27th November
Continued from page 2

The car has been on several long trips, the ABFM in Portland Oregon, the BRBC tour into
Alberta and the All Triumph Drive In at the Tri Cities in South East Washington.
We have had problems with the car, mostly due to carburetion, but I hope now they have
been resolved.
...Ken Hedges
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Get Acquainted—Norman & Joyce Hall
Joyce and I were both born in
Winnipeg, Manitoba in the mid
30's; we were married in ‘55 and,
lived in Winnipeg until 1960.
I was transferred to Edmonton,
Alberta at that time, and, worked
at a grain and seed company until
the mid 60's working as an
accountant and in the grain sales.
We moved up to Yellowknife for
a year, at that time. I worked as a
mine accountant.
Back down to Edmonton and became the comptroller for a large construction,
ready mix company.
Again we moved, this time to Slave Lake, Alberta, where we set up an accounting
practice, staying there for 25 years, at which time we sold the practice and moved
to Qualicum Beach in 1997.
We have 3 lovely daughters.
The oldest is now in Grande Prairie,
Alberta, with 3 children and 4
grandchildren. Making us great grand
parents.
Another daughter lives in Lantzville,
with 3 children.
The youngest daughter lives in
Malaysia, and has 2 children.

66
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Quamichan Inn Run
The Quamichan Inn run turned out to be a popular event for our members with 44
people in attendance for the Sunday brunch. Because of the high numbers the Inn had to
change from a la carte to a buffet style brunch & for a relatively small establishment was
able to accommodate our large group.
The weather for an October event was
great; a little cool in the morning for
those of us who braved the climate
with our car roofs folded away but
turned into a nice sunny day for an
outing. It was good to see Lenore
Leitch & friend brave the cool
morning driving her TR6 down from
Parksville with the top folded nicely
away.
We departed from Southgate Mall
after the Tim Hortons warm up coffee
& proceeded down the highway in
convoy to the Chemainus turn off &
from Chemainus we followed the
back roads through Crofton & Maple Bay to
the Inn. We were greeted at the Inn by the
owners TR2 parked in the parking lot just
outside its garage.
After brunch we back tracked on our arrival
journey & a few of us turned off at Ladysmith
to see the bench that had been placed in the
park at Transfer Beach in memory of Nigel
Muggeridge. A nice ending to a great day & I
would like thank all who attended. It was good

to see some new faces out for the event.
...Doug Bainbridge
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A Year in Review - Were you There?

ABFM Van Dusen
Empire Days Parade

Vall
Comox

ey Tour

Ladysmith Parade
Brits on the Beach

Mount Washing
ton

2008
Bunny Hop Run
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Brits Round BC 2008

Page 7 of 12
Montage Submitted by Robert Atkins SIB

Minutes of October 20, 2008 Meeting
The meeting was called to order by chair Al Thompson at 7:30 with 32 members partners
and guests present.
Al mentioned recent illnesses suffered by members Mike Minter (present and doing well),
Oscar Taylor (recovering well), Ray Sabourin (recuperating at home), and Adrian Rice
(recovering after heart surgery)
The minutes of the last meeting were read by past chair Doug Unia.
Membership guy Mike Bull introduced guests Wayne Wispinski (TR8 and XJ) and Al Doré
(1974 TR6) a guest of Al Petrie. He reported a total of 106 members for 2008 and showed
regalia for sale. Also mentioned was the early bird draw for prizes for members renewing
early.
Treasurer Adèle Hedges advised of Cash on Hand $1167.50, Total Equity $1320.57, and
Current Income of -$201.41 due to recent expenses.
Beano editor Ken Hedges thanked the club for the new printer. He said he was able to print
40 copies of the newsletter in 40 minutes as opposed to the old printer's 6 hours
Webmaster Doug Bainbridge reported he and new Webmaster Geoff Francis are in the
period of transition.
Under past events, Dave Harris reported on the Whistler Run and Doug Unia reported on
ECAIP.
Under upcoming events, Doug Bainbridge talked about the Sunday October 26 run to the
Quamichan Inn, departing Southgate at 10:30 AM.
The annual Christmas Banquet is November 22, tickets from Dave Harris and Marge
Sabourin as of now.
Under old business, the Nigel Muggeridge memorial park bench is now in place. It has been
placed where the Austin 7 was always parked at Transfer Beach. Photos are available for
viewing. Thanks to Darla Millard for looking after the fundraising.
The AGM election of Table officers for the following year proceeded as follows.
Chairman -Norm Hall-nominated by Adèle Hedges, seconded by Doug Unia, elected
unopposed.
Treasurer-Bill Grace-nominated by Al Thompson, seconded by Mike Bull, elected
unopposed.
Registrar-Mike Bull- nominated by Lyle Cedar, seconded by Mike Minter, elected
unopposed
Appointed positions are Events Coordinator- Candy Francis, Beano Editor-Ken Hedges,
Webmaster-Geoff Francis, and Past Chair-Al Thompson.
Mike Minter mentioned a 1950 Rover (Cyclops) for sale in Port Hardy for $2000.
Merv Steg mentioned a TR7 for sale in Duncan 47,000 Km price $1200. His car of the
month was the 1959-60 Cooper -Climax F1 rear engine racer, identified by Doug Unia.
The 50-50 draw of $28.00 was won by Doug Bainbridge.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
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Nigel Muggeridge Park Bench

Editor’s Note
Another year has nearly slipped by, and
looking back at the pictures taken
throughout the year, I see that we have had
some good times and some great runs, it is
a shame that some of our friends were not
able to share them all with us, but we will
always remember the good times together.

IT HAS ARRIVED! The Town of
Ladysmith has placed The Nigel
Muggeridge Park Bench on site at Transfer
Beach. Once again, thanks to everyone
who donated to this everlasting memorial.
...Darla Millard

The BEANO passed it’s 50th issue this
year, and from the feedback I get it would
appear that it is a good tool for keeping our
club members informed, and hopefully you
find some of the articles good reading.
With this said, you know that I am always
looking for your input via an article on
your car or trip that you have been on.
I wish you all the very best in the coming
year.

Membership
Membership Guy - year end report
With 2008 coming to a close, we look back
and wonder if we could have done things
better or differently, and the simple answer
is No! I say that because with 108 members
paid up for the year, with all events well
supported, and 52 renewals to date, we are
setting the bar higher with each passing
month.
I am grateful to all members who have
joined our Branch this year and have shown
their confidence and interest by renewing
their membership early in record numbers.
Thanks for your membership, and your
renewals.
Cheers and Merry Christmas from Pat and
Mike Bull
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Minutes of November 18, 2008 Meeting
Chairman Al Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:27 PM with 43 members and partners
present.
Al said Christmas Banquet Tickets are still available from Dave Harris.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Past Chair Doug Unia.
Registrar Mike Bull advised of a total of 108 members for 2008 and mentioned newest members
Alain Doré (1974 TR6) and Malcolm and Barbara Williams (TR8). He reported 43 renewals for 2009
and talked about the prize of a free membership for the Earl Bird Draw. Regalia was also reported on.
Treasurer Adèle Hedges explained accounting methods to re-arrange last month's deficit. She advised
of Net Income of $464.87 and banked funds of $1415.57. The expense overrun incurred by the AGM
has been re-imbursed by the Society.
Adèle provided an update on the upcoming BATS tour.
Tony Dowell asked for a vote of thanks for the outgoing executive.
Beano editor Ken Hedges explained contents of newsletter for new members and asked for new
material.
Outgoing Webmaster Doug Bainbridge mentioned the new address for the website. He also reported
on the Quamichan Inn brunch run under past events.
Events Co-ordinator Marge Sabourin advised of the upcoming Banquet Nov 22, the no-host dinner at
the ABC restaurant Dec. 16 at 6:00 PM and the bowling in February.
Wayne Peddie reported on the Society meeting conducted by teleconference. Upcoming Chairman
Norm Hall represented the our branch. Wayne mentioned that the OECC is having it's 20th
anniversary and it was founded by Ian Cox.
Al advised that this is the last meeting for the current executive.
Tony Dowell reported on the current state of the British Car Industry.
Steve Harris commented that due to heavy volumes of mail and labour unrest at the Post Office orders
of parts are coming through without duty or taxes.
Merv Steg's car of the month was the Land Rover identified by Tony Mantell.
The 50-50 draw of $25.00 was won by Norm Hall.
The next meeting is January 20, 2009.
Meeting closed at 8:30 PM.

60
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The Annual Banquet
Needless to say the annual banquet held at
the Nanaimo Golf Club on November 22,
was a resounding success.

Irene and the BEANO BELLES
( accompanied by Al ).

We were treated to great entertainment by
Irene and the BEANO BELLES, and had
great meal and after dinner dancing.
The new executive was introduced and a
thank you to the outgoing executive was
given.
A special thanks to Irene who reminded us
of our problems during the year in the form
of her well orchestrated song.
Thanks also to Dave Harris for the door
prizes and taking care of the ticket sales,
also to Al Thompson and Tony Dowel for
arrangements.
The awards were passed on to the recipients
for 2009.

Floggers Corner
5 alloy 15" wheels for jag XJ6 in pretty
good shape $400

Marg & Ray Sabourin were honored with
the “Member of the Year” trophy passed on
by Wayne and Jan Peddie.
Oscar & Laura Taylor were the recipients
of the “Piston Broke Award” that was
passed on by Adèle & Ken Hedges. The
vote for the award was done by an
“Applause—a –thon”. It should be noted
that the result was very close as Mike
Minter was strongly in the running.
… Ken Hedges

Also one steel wheel with original Dunlop
tire never used $100
call Don at 250 716-1651.

Hood/Bonnet for a 1950's (he thinks) for a
Hillman Husky for approx $50.
Kevin Gulewich in Port Alberni
phone 250-723-3296.
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New 2009 OECC CI Executive

Past OECC CI Executive

Chairman:
Phone:
Email:

Norman Hall
250-752-0403
comdata@telus.net

Chairman:
Phone:
Email:

Al Thompson
250-756-0452
iralthompson@shaw.ca

Past Chairman:
Phone:
Email:

Al Thompson
250-756-0452
iralthompson@shaw.ca

Past Chairman:
Phone:
Email:

Doug Unia
250-751-8270
550mdu6@telus.net

Treasurer:
Phone:
Email:

Bill Grace
250-390-0779
bjgrace@shaw.ca

Treasurer:
Phone:
Email:

Adèle Hedges
250-468-5828
akhedges@shaw.ca

Membership & Regalia: Mike Bull
Phone:
250-752-3946
Email:
mikejbull@shaw.ca

Membership Registrar: Mike Bull
Phone:
250-752-3946
Email:
mikejbull@shaw.ca

Events Coordinator: Candy Francis
Phone:
250-758-7314
Email:
geoff001@telus.net

Events Coordinator: Marge Sabourin
Phone:
250-753-9168
Email:
mgsabourin@shaw.ca

Beano Newsletter:
Phone
Email:

Ken Hedges
250-468-5828
Beano_Editor@shaw.ca

Beano Newsletter:
Phone
Email:

Ken Hedges
250-468-5828
Beano_Editor@shaw.ca

Roster :
Phone:
Email:

Adèle Hedges
250-468-5828
akhedges@shaw.ca

Web Master:
Phone:
Email:

Doug Bainbridge
250-756-2207
cioecc@shaw.ca

Web Master:
Phone:
Email:

Geoff Francis
250-758-7314
geoff001@telus.net

Central Island OECC Website
http://oecc.ca/cib/

Central Island OECC Website
http://oecc.ca/cib/
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