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Leave Duncan Meadows  

Turn right onto North Road and right onto Cowichan Valley Road / 

Somenos Road  

Cross over the railway track at Hayward called after Major W H 

Hayward who had held the Cowichan seat in the Provincial Legislature. 

Cross the highway at the lights and turn left onto Bell McKinnon 

Road 

Herd road called after the Herd Family William Herd who was a 

councillor from 1887 to 1898 and Alex A B Herd who was councillor for 

various years and Reeve (President of Village or Town Council ) in 

1920.     

Continue along Bell- McKinnon Road after passing the SPCA on the 

left you will see Mt Sicker 

       Ariel tramway 

 

There was an Ariel Tramway constructed for the ore extracted from 

Sicker Mountain to the intersection of the existing rail and highway for 

loading onto trains. 

 Turn Right onto Westholme Road.  



 Cross Sollys Creak called after L H Solly of Lakeview farm, born in 

Wales and found employment as Land Commissioner to  the E & N 

Railway.   

 Pass Richards Trail on your right 

Joseph Richards left Cornwall England in 1849. He reportedly returned 

to England, and shortly afterwards, returned with his dog to the 

Westholme area, purchasing property and settling in about 1860 on 

the 'Richards Trail' or Richards Road (as the name seems to have been 

changed). 

 Cross Bonsall Creak at Bonsall Road 

Henry Bonsall arrived in 1868 to join his mother and step-father and 

help with the farming. He then met and married Annie Botterill and 

they purchased a 320 acre property in Westholme where they raised 

their 15 children and Henry had a state of the art dairy farm, as well as 

serving as councillor. 

 Cross The E & N  Railway 

 Pass Mt Sicker Road on the left 

In the autumn of 1895, three American prospectors: F.L. Sullivan, T. 

McKay and Henry Buzzard, discovered traces of copper, gold and silver 

on Mount Sicker and staked their claims. The following spring, they 

began prospecting and digging a shaft until August, when a forest fire 

devastated the western face of Mount Sicker. The prospectors fled the 

site. The fire was, however, a mixed blessing. When Harry Smith, their 

new partner, returned in the spring of 1897, the burned area revealed 

a thirty foot wide outcropping of copper at the mountain's 1,400 foot 

level. The new strike was named Lenora, after Smith's daughter. 

 Pass Halalt Road on the right 

The Halalt first nations originate from the village of xeláltxw, which 

means ‘marked houses’ or ‘painted houses’, a reference to the fact 

that the houseposts in this village were decorated. at the spot where 

the Silver Bridge currently crosses the Cowichan River, at the south-

eastern edge of the city of Duncan.  



The residents of this village later relocated to a village at the north end 

of Willy Island, the largest of the Shoal Islands located just off the 

mouth of the Chemainus River, perhaps in the early part of the 19th 

Century.  the village was abandoned in the 1920s and the residents 

moved to the Westholme reserve on the lower Chemainus River . 

 Cross the E & N Railway 

To your right was a junction of the E & N Raiiway that went to Crofton 

Cross the railway is Lyackson First Nation of Vancouver Island and 

Valdes Island 

 Bear left at Crofton road 

Crofton was founded in 1902 by Henry Croft, who owned the nearby 

copper mine in Mt. Sicker. He built a smelter on the coast and 

exported the refined copper In 1906 Henry Croft sold the smelter to 

Britannia Mine. The smelter closed in January 1908,  

 Cross the bridge 

All Saints' Anglican Cemetery, Westholme & Crofton on left after the 

bridge 

An Anglican church was consecrated on the site in 1887 but the 

original church building burned down and was replaced with a shelter 

standing on the site of the former church. 

 Cross the E & N again 

Pass Howe road on the right. 

Called after Matthew Howe, born Norfolk England, was the Inn's first 

proprietor of the Hotel coming up on the left. 

Horseshoe Bay Inn established in 1892.   

When it was first built, it was a posting house for horses and carriages, 

and a port of call for loggers and sailors.  Then, it had a blacksmith's 

forge to the rear and a neighbouring butcher shop.  According to one 

of the town's history books, a liquor license was granted in Chemainus 



to the Inn in 1883 which the same year became Croft and Severne's 

"Horseshoe Hotel".  License was granted because, "there is no house 

of entertainment between Nanaimo and Maple Bay." 

 Continue thru the round-a bout ( second exit ) 

Steam Engine an important part of the logging empire of MacMilland 

& Bloedel. 

This displayed 2-6-2T steam locomotive was built by Porter of 

Pittsburgh in 1924 for forestry operations on Vancouver Island. 

MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. No. 1044 was a sidetank locomotive, and 

locomotives with this wheel arrangement were known as Prairies. It 

operated in Chemainus through the 1960s, 

 Pass the Lewisville Hotel ( The green Lantern Inn ) on your left. 

 

The Lewisville Hotel was built and opened in 1892. Lewisville used to 

be a village just south of Chemainus named after a popular E & N 

railway man, Samuel Girdlestone Lewis. 

Chemainous founded as an unincorporated logging town in 1858, is now 

famous for its outdoor murals. 

 Pass Chemainous murals 

 Pass Pacific Rim Artisan Village on your left 



When the Chemainus sawmill closed down in the early 1980s and the 

local economy was in jeopardy, visionary Karl Schutz convinced local 

leaders to reshape the town into a tourist destination. It was as part of 

this change of direction that the murals were born, as well as many 

other tourist-oriented initiatives. After the great success of this 

transformation, Schutz began to work on his next idea. From 

researching and visiting places in Europe, Schutz formulated the idea 

of creating an artisan space. His vision was to make Chemainus a 

showpiece for the arts and crafts of all the countries surrounding the 

Pacific Ocean. The Artisan Village would feature people from Pacific 

Rim countries, demonstrating their crafts and selling their work. In the 

early 1990s, he acquired approximately 50 acres on the outskirts of 

Chemainus. This archway, which appears to be made of stucco over a 

hollow core, was erected at the proposed entrance and the plans were 

presented to North Cowichan council, but approval was never 

received. Over the last two decades, the site has changed hands 

several times and varying plans have been proposed, but the site 

remains undeveloped. The archway still stands today, guarding the 

entrance to the site and awaiting its final fate. 

 Take the second exit on the round-a-bout 

 

The Mckay, Maxwell and Robertson roads of Victoria Road on your left 

thru the trees was known as Scotchtown. 

 



Robert Robertson, his wife Janet and sons James and 

Thomas emigrated from Scotland in 1907. Robert worked 

in various BC locations, before the family arrived in 

Chemainus in 1912. Robert worked for the E&N for 25 

years. In 1914 Robert purchased 9 acres of land from Mrs. 

Charles Bradbury, with the dream of having a chicken 

farm. The land was a heavily wooded wedge-shaped tract 

between the old Nanaimo Trail and the old Chemainus 

Highway. The farm was referred to as 'Little Scotland". 

In 1918, wind fanned some burning slash, and a wildfire, 

swept through the area and cleared the land. As the 

chicken farm didn't seem to be a successful venture, Mr. 

Robertson subdivided his property into residential lots, 

but kept his own home there and started raising 

honeybees. The first lot was sold to James McKay, 

(probably who McKay Street was named for). By 1936, 

there were 19 lots on the original 9 acres. The subdivision 

was commonly known as Scotch Town. Street names 

came along later and reflected the names of some of the 

early residents (McKay, Maxwell and of course Robertson) 

 

 Pass Saltair Station House another E & N Station 

James Dunsmuir founded Ladysmith about 1898, a year 

after he built shipping wharves for loading coal at Oyster 

Harbour (now Ladysmith Harbour) from the mine 

at Extension, nearer Nanaimo 

 Pass over Davis Lagoon bridge 

 Continue along Chemainous Road 

Dunsmuir, owner of coal mines in the Nanaimo area, 

needed a location to house the families of his miners. He 

chose to build the community at what was then known as 

Oyster Harbour, some twenty miles (32 km) south of 

his Extension, British Columbia mines. Many buildings 
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were moved from Extension and Wellington by rail and by 

oxen.  

The Town of Ladysmith was incorporated June 3, 1904.  

At the traffic lights cross the E & N railway and the 
highway and up the hill. 

 ( Do not take the Highway ) 
 

 ¼ mile up the hill turn right onto Dogwood Drive 

Continue along Dogwood Drive to 1st Ave and the 
township of Ladysmith 

in 1899 during the Boer War, the Boers besieged British troops 

garrisoned in Ladysmith South Africa, under the command of Sir 

George White. It took 118 days for Ladysmith to be relieved by 

General Buller. Among those delighted to receive the news of the 

victory, was James Dunsmuir. The town itself was well underway, 

but no streets had been named. Dunsmuir declared to his engineer 

that the town would be called “Ladysmith”. The streets were to be 

named after British Generals who fought victoriously in the Boer 

War. 

Pass the following streets names called after Officers of the Boer 

War.  

Methuen St MAJOR GENERAL LORD METHUEN (BARON 
METHUEN) Paul Sanford Methuen,  3rd Baron 
Methuen, born England 1845 died 1932 Wiltshire 
England 

 
White St GENERAL SIR GEORGE WHITE born Ireland 1857 

died 1941 England 
 
Baden-Powel St ROBERT STEPHENSON SMYTH BADEN-POWELL 

born England 1857 died Hampshire England 1941 
founder of the Scouting Movement. 

 
Robert St FIELD MARSHALL LORD ROBERTS Frederick Sleigh 

Roberts, 1st Earl Roberts, born India 1832 died 
France 1914 and was given a state funeral at 
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Westminster (one of two non-Royals to be so 
recognized in the 20th century, the other being 
Winston Churchill). 

 
Gatacre St LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR WILLIAM FORBES 

GATACRE Sir William Forbes Gatacre, born 
Stirlingshire Scotland 1843 died Abyssinia 1906 

 
Buller St  GENERAL REDVERS BULLER Born Devon 1839 
  died Devon 1908 
 
Kitchener St HORATIO HERBERT KITCHENER Horatio Herbert 

Kitchener, Born Ireland 1850 drowned when the 
vessel struck a German mine in 1916 

 
French St GENERAL JOHN FRENCH John Denton Pinkstone 

French, 1st Earl of Ypres born Kent England 1852 
died 1925 

 
Warren St GENERAL SIR CHARLES WARREN General Sir 

 Charles  Warren, born in Wales 1840 died 
 Somerset England 1927 

 
  Continue thru the round-a-bout 
 
Symonds St SIR WILLIAM PENN SYMONS born Cornwall 

England  1843 died  1899 
 
  At the Lights turn left 

Road on your left at old Gas Station is Strathcona 

 Street 

Donald Alexander Smith, 1st Baron Strathcona 
and Mount Royal was a Scottish born Canadian 
businessman who became one of the British 
Empire's foremost builders and philanthropists. 
He became commissioner, governor and principal 
shareholder of the Hudson's Bay Company. He 
was president of the Bank of Montreal and with 
his first cousin, Lord Mount Stephen, co-founded 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
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Continue passed the Husky Gas station and the Coast 
Salish (today, the Stz'uminus First Nations) area. 

 
 
 Take the exit to Cedar / Yellow Point ( Cedar Road lights ) 
 

The Cedar settlement was named because of the 
profusion of Western Red Cedar trees in its vicinity. Cedar 
as a settlement certainly existed prior to 1888, and on the 
1st April 1888 a post office was opened. 

 
  
 Take the third left onto Adshead Road 
 

Coal was mined around the area until the 1960’s, when 
the last mine of the hub area, in Comox, closed. The mine 
area’s of the day were Extension, Morden, Cedar, 
Wellington, Yellow Point, South Wellington, Ladysmith, 
Miner’s Park, Gabriola, Cinnabar, Lantzville, Harewood, 
Jingle Pot, Newcastle, and the like. Morden Mine colliery 
site is now a heritage site Many of the mine shafts 
traveled far out under the ocean and are largely filled with 
sea water today.  

 
 At the yield sign turn right onto Haslam Road 

Cedar has an unusual history, with a somewhat unsavoury 
past. There is an infamous story of Brother Seven (Edward 
Arthur Wilson) and his New Age cult in the early 1900s 
living on DeCourcy Island and Reid Islands, just outside of 
Cedar. The scandals that arose from his Aquarian 
Foundation settlement have led to comparisons with 
Rasputin, scientologist L. Ron Hubbard and Jamestown 
fanatic Jim Jones. 

 Turn left at the stop sign onto Cedar Road 

Pass Hilbert Road on your left 

John Hilbert, mayor of Nanaimo, 1900 to 1901; Nanaimo 
 alderman for many years; arrived in 1873. 

“FOR FIFTEEN DOLLARS” reads the 136-year-old headline 
in the Nanaimo Free Press, you could buy a “bogus and 



counterfeit” Singer Sewing machine from the firm of T.W. 
Fletcher. Suffice to say, this ad wasn’t placed by Fletcher, 
but by his Bastion Street competitor, Singer agent John 
Hilbert. The alleged Singer rip-offs (to use modern 
parlance) were “without doubt, the most trashy and 
inferior machines ever turned out of a manufactory, and 
have all the appearances of old and worn-out machines 
revamped and rejuvenated. 

 Pass the Wheatsheaf Inn on the right 

The building was originally built by Eric Mckay around 
1880 as a log cabin. 

In 1882, George Taylor bought it and wanted to open it as 
a stagecoach stop with a licensed saloon.  His plan to get a 
liquor license, however, was denied multiple times over 
the years. 

Finally, in 1885, The Wheatsheaf received a special permit, 
and became licensed to sell alcohol.  The rationale at the 
time was, since there were no sleeping or dining quarters, 
it couldn’t be considered a hotel, so it became licensed as 
a saloon and livery stable.  Women were not allowed 
inside in those days, and patrons had to stand while they 
drank, presuming that if they were able to stand, they 
were sober. 

 
 Pass St Philips Church on your left 

The Church of St. Philip was built and consecrated in 1892. 
Services were also held that year at the Chase River 
Schoolhouse, the South Cedar Schoolhouse and the Oyster 
Bay Schoolhouse. In 1897 St. Philip's Church was 
destroyed by fire. It was re-built that year and re-opened.  

Pass the Cranberry Arms  

The Cranberry Arms was founded in 1878 by Michael and 
Anne Halloran who had moved from Nanaimo in 1875 
after having won the property in a game of cards. It was 
then called “The Cranberry Hotel” and an advert in the 
Nanaimo paper from February 1, 1888 boasted: “This 



hotel having been elegantly furnished throughout, now 
affords superior accommodations to tourists, travellers 
and residents. The best of wines, liquors, and cigars will be 
dispensed at the bar, while the table will be supplied with 
the best the marker affords”. A 25-inch wall clock that 
used to hang in the Halloran’s sitting room may still be 
admired at the Nanaimo District Museum today. When 
Michael Halloran dies in 1887 at age 41, the hotel was 
passed on to his son James. Since then, the hotel has 
changed hands many times, and was later renamed to 
“The Cranberry Arms”. 

 Turn Left at Cedar Road 

 Cross the Nanaimo River Bridge 

The Nanaimo River supports pockets of old 
growth Douglas fir forest. The Douglas fir forests along the 
coast are one of the four most endangered ecosystems in 
all of Canada. The Nanaimo River is also regarded by 
anglers as one of the best steelhead rivers in the 
country.[2] 

On the right is the area of the Reserve Mine 

Construction began in 1910 and it found the Douglas 
Seam in May 1913 but closed when the strike that year 
started. It ran from 1914 to 1930. It reopened in 1934 and 
produced large quantities of coal until 1939. Unlike other 
mines, the chambers were large enough for miners to 
stand upright while working. 22 men were killed in an 
explosion May 27, 1915. 

Bear right onto the Island Highway ( Colvilletown ) 

Coal was discovered in this area in 1849. Joseph William 
McKay took possession of the deposits for the Hudson's 
Bay Company (HBC) in 1852. The area was first known as 
Wintuhuysen Inlet and then Colville Town (named for an 
HBC Governor) but became known as Nanaimo in 1860. 
The first church opened in 1861. In 1853 the population 
was 125. By 1869 it was about 650 and by 1874 it was 
close to 1,000. 
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 Pass thru the lights at 10th Street / Maki Road. 

Pass under a spur line that served the docks and No 1 
Mine. 

 Pass the Bold Knight and turn right using turn lane. 

By 1859, 25,000 tons of coal had been shipped from 
Nanaimo, mostly to San Francisco. In 1862 the HBC sold its 
coal interests to an English Company known as the 
Vancouver Coal Mining and Land Company (VCML). 
Output was 100 tons a day by 1863 and double that by 
1866. By 1874, annual production was 80,000 tons and it 
was 10 times that by 1884. 

HALIBURTON-STREET – Named after Judge Haliburton, 
who was chairman of the Vancouver Coal Company’s first 
board of directors, a judge, a politician on both sides of 
the Atlantic, and the author of a comic strip called “Sam 
Slick”. 

Haliburton Street is the main thoroughfare to Nanaimo’s 
south end. 

Pass Woodhouse Street 

 

 

Right Side before Robins Street
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Pass ROBINS STREET – Named after Samuel M. Robins, 
superintendent of the Vancouver Coal Company for many years. 

  Left Side 

 

Pass NEEDHAM STREET – Named after Justice Needham, of Victoria, a 
large shareholder in the Vancouver Coal Company. 

 

 

Left side 

 

Pass the Italian ( The Jolly 
Miner )

 

 

Right side



     

Pass the Dew Drop 
inn ( Patricia Pub ) 
on the right  

Horse racing was a 
regular occurrence, 
the judging stand 
and finish line being 
the balcony of the 
Dew Drop Inn. 

 

Pass Baker Street on right 

Pass SABISTON STREET on the right. – Named after John Sabiston, an 
early pioneer who owned and sub-divided the land where the street 
now runs. 

Pass FARQUHAR STREET – Named after James Farquhar, cashier and 
accountant of the Hudson’s Bay Company when the transfer to 
Nanaimo Estate was made.

 

Right side Deverill 

Square turn right at the 

4 way stop at MILTON 

STREET – Named after 

Lord Milton, a large 

shareholder in the 

Vancouver Coal 

Company. No 1 mine at 

the bottom of Milton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



At the bottom of Milton Street is no 1 Mine, originally owned by HBC 

and acquired by VCMLC in 1862 and mined by them from 1881 until 

1938 producing 17 million tons of coal. Dunsmuir and Prime Minister 

Macdonald toasted the completion of the E & N Railway with a 

whiskey at a depth of 700 feet. This is the location of the worst mining 

disaster in BC history, the 1887 Nanaimo mine explosion in which 150 

miners died. Workings of the mine extend beneath the sea.  

 

Turn left onto IRWIN STREET – Named after J. V. H. Irwin, a 
director of the Vancouver Coal Company

 

Pass FINLAYSON STREET - Named after Chief Factor Roderick 
Finlayson with the Hudson's Bay Company 

Pass CRACE STREET – Named after H. Winfield Crace, 
secretary of the Vancouver Coal Company. 

Continue on Esplanade 

 

 

Turn Right onto Front 
Street passing the ferry 
and the marina 

Continue up the hill thru the stop sign at the Bastion. (two lanes thru 
lights) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1887_Nanaimo_mine_explosion


Right side 

Bastion built 1853 – 1855 

On your left 

 

Nanaimo Court House Name built 1895-1896 and Globe Hotel 
built1887 (rear addition 1913) (side addition 1936) 

 

On your right 

 

Tom Brown’s Auto Body built 
1937 

Opposite Globe Hotel 

 



 

Pass Dugout Canoe on your right 

Continue onto Comox Road to the lights 

Pass thru the lights at Trans Canada highway and up the hill. 

Pass thru two set of lights and cross the E & N extension 
railway to Parksville and turn right. 

Turn right into Nanaimo Curling Club. 

 

 

You have reached you destination for the dinner on Saturday night. 

Friday night Meet and greet at Boston Pizza, 5779 Turner Rd #2, 
Nanaimo, BC 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


