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Volunteers Make It Happen!

Team Leader
Joe Smith
250-335-2578
joesmith@shaw.ca

Secretary / Treasurer
Bill Grace
250-390-0779
bjgrace@shaw.ca
New member Coordinator
Dave Stewart
250-752-6149
dave_stewart@shaw.ca

Membership Coordinator
Dale Kastanis

778-908-7339

oecccibmembers@gmail.com

Social Media Coordinator
Julie McKay
250-729-1331
jamckay1@shaw.ca

Webmaster
Pat James
250-713-1698
oecccib@gmail.com
Presentation Coordinator
Need a new volunteer

jrasmart@hotmail.com

Beano Editor
Joe Smith
250-335-2578
joesmith@shaw.ca

Leadership Team Regalia
Marilyn Tarry
250-591-3124
oeccregalia@gmail.com

Events Promotion Team
Howard Lockhart               
TR7@live.ca
250-802-3340

June Arnett                     
arne.j@telus.net
604-277-6886

Warren Hale                    
hale.w@telus.net

604-341-3252

David Kelsey                                 
davidkelsey@shaw.ca

250-752-8849

For many of us it is that time of 
the year when we finally realize 
Summer and Fall are over and 
we must ensure our four wheel 
babies are safely tucked away 
for a long Winter nap.

I am no different as my MGB 
has been gone over with a quick 
wash, a topping up of all fluid 
levels and given a full tank of 
gas complete with a stabilizer.

Most important of course is to 
ensure that I have renewed my 
storage insurance until next 
Spring

This of course does not mean 
that my passion for British 
cars has gone into hibernation 
and the need to keep con-
nected with fellow enthusiasts 
will be held in limbo through-
out the Winter months.

In previous years members 
have found ways to keep the 
enthusiasm up by coming up 
with events that help bring us 
together in order to share our 
common passion.

With this in mind I would like 
to challenge you to come up 

with ideas that will help keep us 
socially active and connected.

There are of course the month-
ly meetings and activities such 
as the Polar Bear Walk but we 
need you to come up with new 
ideas to keep our interest lev-
els operating at a higher level.

Our events promotion team 
would be happy to hear from 
you as we move into this one 
time of the year when we all 
really need to find opportunities 
to shed some light and joy 
when our cars see little outdoor 
activity.

Lets keep it together and have some fun

mailto:davidkelsey@shaw.ca
mailto:hale.w@telus.net
mailto:arnett.j@telus.net
mailto:TR7@live.ca
mailto:oeccregalia@gmail.com
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
mailto:jrasmart@hotmail.com
mailto:oecccib@gmail.com
mailto:mjamckay1@shaw.ca
mailto:moecccibsecretary@gmail.comail
mailto:dave_stewart@shaw.ca
mailto:bjgrace@shaw.ca
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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Editor’s 
Notes 

Joe 
Smith 

A brief look at the cars that keep on giving us joy

I need your help. 
Beano is designed to be an 
opportunity for CIB members 
to share with other members 
what is going on in their car 
related life. 
While over the past few years 
we have been hobbled with 
few opportunities to get togeth-
er because of the pandemic, 
there are many occasions 
when individuals have taken 
off on their own excursions 
with their cars.
In addition many have taken 
the time to work on their cars  
and some have shared with 
the rest of us their efforts and 
sent in articles that are both 
interesting and informative.
Others have taken the time to 
write up short stories about 
their passion for British cars 
and have given us an oppor-
tunity to get to know them on a 
more personal level.
I try to supplement these items 
with articles that are of general 
interest like this edition’s fea-
ture on AC Cars.
For the next edition please 
consider sending in photos 
taken of you and your car on 
an excursion, tips and tricks 
you might like to share or even 
a funny story about one of the 
challenges you might have ex-
perienced driving your car so 
that we can make Beano a 
true branch newsletter.
joesmith@shaw.ca

The Morris Minor is a British 
economy family car that made 
its debut at the Earls Court
Motor Show, London, in Octo-
ber 1948. Designed under the 
leadership of Alec Issigonis, 
more than 1.6 million were 
manufactured between 1948 
and 1972 in three series: the 
Series MM (1948 to 1953), the 
Series II (1952 to 1956), and 
the 1000 series (1956 to 
1971).

Initially available as a two-
door saloon and tourer
(convertible), the range was 
expanded to include a four-
door saloon from September 
1950. A wood-framed estate 
car (the Traveller) from Octo-
ber 1953 and panel van and 
pick-up truck variants from 
May 1953. It was the first Brit-
ish car to sell over a million 
units, and is considered a 
classic example of automotive 
design, as well as typifying 
"Englishness".

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pick-up_truck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panel_van
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_wagon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_wagon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodie_(car_body_style)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedan_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alec_Issigonis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earls_Court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_car
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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As of publication  
date we have 128 
memberships. This 
represents both 
single and family     
members. Together they own 
over 180 cars.
NEW MEMBERS ARE  AL-
WAYS WELCOME
The OECC is a club for people 
who are enthusiastic about 
English cars. Our members 

By Dale 
Kastanis 

Welcome to the Clubaren't all English, they aren't all 
old and some don’t even own 
English cars. 
Our mission is the preservation, 
restoration and enjoyment of 
English vehicles of all makes 
and models. 
Bring a Friend
Guests and new members are 
always welcome at our meet-
ings and events. 
If this seems interesting we'd 
love to have you join us.
More information and appli-
cation forms can be found by 
going to … https://oecc.ca/

ATCO Junior 
Safetyfirst    
Trainer
This innovative little car was 
manufactured by ATCO, better 
known as a maker of 
lawnmowers. The ATCO Junior
was designed to give school 
children basic training in car 
handling and road sense. It 
was accompanied by a com-
prehensive 68 page training 
manual which explained the 
controls and mechanics of the 
car and how to drive in traffic. 
Power is from a 1hp, 98 cc   
Villiers engine. All controls are 
the same as a full size car, 
apart from the gearbox which 
has a single gear in each direc-
tion.

The 1930s saw a move to-

wards greater awareness of 
road safety and the need for 
proper training. The Highway 
Code had been introduced in 
1931 and driving tests became 
compulsory from 1935. The 

ATCO Trainer was part of a 
package for schools that includ-
ed instruction in basic mainte-
nance and driving on a minia-
ture road system.

With a single cylinder engine the Trainer could reach a fast 10mph

Paul Stopp – Nanoose Bay

Bob McLeod -  Parksville
     1967 Rover 2000 P6
     1997 Aston Martin DB7
Blake Leeper

https://motoringpicturelibrary.com/index.php/mpl_images/1939-atco-trainer-childs-car
https://oecc.ca/
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Really Rare Cars 
In 1956 Fairthorpe 
Limited introduced a 
new larger car, the 

open 2-seat Electron appeared 
using a 1098 cc overhead-cam 
Coventry Climax engine. The 
front suspension was inde-
pendent using coil springs and 
drum brakes were used all 
round. The engine was expen-
sive for the company to buy re-
sulting in a high price of £1050 
(complete) or £734 (kit); only 
around 20-30 are thought to 
have been made. 
A reduced price version the 
Electron Minor followed in 1957 
using the Standard SC engine, 
transmission and rear axle from 
the Standard Ten. In 1963 the 
car received a larger version of 
the SC engine from the Tri-
umph Spitfire and front disc 
brakes came from the same 
source in 1966. A hardtop was 
available as an option. With 

various specification changes 
the cars went from a Mark I to 
a Mark VI which had a Triumph 
GT6 chassis. 
It was the mainstay of produc-
tion until 1973 with about 700 
being built. 

There was also a closed 2+2 
version with Triumph Herald
mechanicals called the Electri-
na but only about 20 were pro-
duced. 
The cars were available fully 
assembled or in kit form. Pro-
duction peaked at about 20 
cars a month. 

From shirts to hats to badges 
and even mugs, look your best 
when you drive up to take 
part in one of our events. 

Check out the  Regalia 
page on our website 

https://www.oecc.ca/
catalog_regalia.htm

https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kit_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Herald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_GT6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_GT6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hardtop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Spitfire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Spitfire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Ten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_SC_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry_Climax
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Great turnout for October meeting

Thanks to Steve Harris we tried 
something different for our reg-
ular October monthly meeting. 
Instead of meeting at The Le-
gion as we usually do, Steve 
offered the use of his shop 
where we held a brief business 
meeting after which Steve re-
galed us with a talk about his 
cars and future projects he is 
working on. 
As you will see from the photos 
on the next few pages Steve 
has an extensive collection of 
vintage cars. Some in award 
winning condition while others 
are waiting for the master’s 
touch.
He even supplied the refresh-
ments. Thanks again Steve 
you’re one of a kind.
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Special thanks to Gary Dobrovolsky who took all of the photos for this arcle.
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Many of the cars in Steve’s collection are classified as Vintage. His most recent  award was this year 
when he won first place at the Van Duzen All British Show in Pre-war for his restoration of a 1931 
Standard Avon Special … that you see him leaning on in the top right hand photo.
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AC Cars, originally incorpo-
rated as Auto Carriers Ltd., is a 
British specialist automobile 
manufacturer and one of the 
oldest independent car makers 
founded in Britain. As a result 
of bad financial conditions over 
the years, the company was re-
named or liquidated many 
times until its present form.
The first car from what eventually 
became AC was presented at the 
Crystal Palace motor show in 
1903; it was a 20 HP touring car
and was displayed under the 
Weller name. However, their fi-
nancial backer and business man-

ager John Portwine, a 
butcher, thought the car 
would be too expensive 
to produce and encour-
aged Weller to design 
and produce a little de-
livery three-wheeler. 
Autocars and Acces-
sories
In 1904, a new company was 
founded and named Autocars 
and Accessories; production 
started with the Auto-Carrier. 
The vehicle caught on quickly 
and was a financial success. 
Three years later, a passenger 
version appeared, called the 
A.C. Sociable. It had a seat in 
place of the cargo box. 
The A.C. Sociable was de-
scribed in a review of the 1912 
Motor Cycle and Cycle Car 
Show as "one of the most popu-

lar cycle cars on the road, both for 
pleasure and business".
Auto Carriers Ltd.
The company became Auto Carri-

ers Ltd. in 1911 and moved to 
Ferry Works, Thames Ditton, Sur-
rey — at this time, they also be-
gan using the famed "AC" roundel
logo. They continued to produce 
the commercial 3-wheeler tricars 
and the A.C. Sociable now fre-
quently referred to in their adverts 
as the Mighty Atom. Their first four
-wheeled car was produced in 
1913; it was a sporty two-seater

AC Cars transformation 
over 119 years

First car 1903

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coup%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roundel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thames_Ditton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three-wheeler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Touring_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crystal_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile_manufacturer
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with a gearbox on the rear axle. 
Only a few were built before pro-
duction was interrupted by the 
First World War. During the First 
World War, the Ferry Works facto-
ry produced shells and fuses for 
the war effort.

At the end of the war, Auto Carri-
ers started making motor vehicles 
again, designing and building 
many successful cars at Ferry 
Works, as well as expanding into 
an old balloon factory on Thames 
Ditton High Street. Shortly thereaf-
ter, John Weller started on the de-
sign of a new overhead-cam six-
cylinder engine. The first versions 
of this design were running by 
1919. The Weller engine would be 
produced until 1963. 

In 1921, Selwyn Edge (who had 
previously been with Napier) 
bought shares in the company, 
and was subsequently appointed 

governing director. He did not 
get along with Weller or 
Portwine, who resigned less than 
a year later. In customary fash-
ion, Edge sought publicity for the 
company through motoring com-
petition. 

AC Cars Ltd.
In 1922, the name changed 
again to AC Cars Ltd. In 1923 
and 1924, J.A. Joyce won the 
Brighton Speed Trials driving an 
AC. In May 1924, at Montlhéry
near Paris, T.G. Gillett broke the 
continuous 24-hour record in a 2-
litre AC, fitted with special 
streamlined bodywork, covering 
a distance of 1,949.3 miles.[8] In 
1926, the Honourable Victor 
Bruce, an AC employee, won the 
Monte Carlo Rally in his 2-litre 
AC. In 1927, Victor Bruce, with 
his wife Mildred (The Hon Mrs. 
Victor Bruce), assisted by J.A. 
Joyce, set a 10-day endurance 

record at Montlhéry, driving an AC 
Six.[10] Nevertheless, the sales 
started to fall. 
AC (Acedes) Ltd.
Selwyn Edge bought the company 

outright for £135,000 in 1927 and 
re-registered it as AC (Acedes) 
Ltd., but sales, which had been 
falling, continued to decline. The 
company was caught by the crash 
of 1929 and went into voluntary 
liquidation. 

Production ceased for a time, and 
the company was sold to the Hur-
lock family who ran a successful 
haulage business. They wanted 
the High Street factory only as a 
warehouse (Ferry Works was not 
acquired), but allowed the service 
side of AC to continue. 

An agreement was reached with 
Standard to supply new chassis, 
the ancient three-speed transaxle
was replaced by a modern four-
speed gearbox (built in unit with 
the engine), and by 1932 a new 
range of cars was finally 
launched. Production continued 
on this small scale, averaging less 

1914 AC Light Car

A “Sociable” outing

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transaxle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chassis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warehouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logistics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liquidation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cars#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autodrome_de_Linas-Montlh%C3%A9ry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hon_Mrs_Victor_Bruce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hon_Mrs_Victor_Bruce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monte_Carlo_Rally
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cars#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autodrome_de_Linas-Montlh%C3%A9ry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Speed_Trials
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D._Napier_%26_Son
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selwyn_Edge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straight-six_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straight-six_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overhead-cam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balloon_(aircraft)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_effort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fuse_(explosives)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shell_(projectile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_world_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_world_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gearbox
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than 100 vehicles per year, until 
the outbreak of the Second World 
War in 1939. The final pre-war car 
was delivered in June 1940, after 
which the factory was fully in-
volved with war production.

After the war, AC secured a large 
contract with the government to 
produce the fibreglass-bodied, 
single seat, Thundersley Invacar
Type 57 invalid carriages with Vil-
liers 2-stroke engines. The invalid 
carriages continued to be built un-

til 1976 and were an important 
source of revenue to the compa-
ny. Production of cars re-
started in 1947 with the 2-
Litre, using the 1991 cc 
engine from the 16. The 2-
Litre used an updated ver-
sion of the pre-war, under-
slung chassis, fitted with 
the AC straight-six engine 
and traditional ash-framed 
and aluminium-panelled 
coachwork, available in 
saloon or convertible ver-

sions. They also built an alumini-
um-bodied three-wheeled micro-
car, the Petite,[11] as well as "Bag 
Boy" golf carts (with independent 
suspension to the two wheels).[12]

In 1953, the firm began production 
of the AC Ace, based on a light-
weight chassis designed by John 
Tojeiro and hand built aluminium 
body designed and built by Eric 
George Gray with the venerable 
Weller-designed 2-Litre engine. 
For 1954, a new aluminium-bodied 
closed coupe was unveiled at 
Earls Court, the AC Aceca, pro-
nounced A-seek-a. It was only 
slightly heavier than the converti-
ble Ace, and because of better 
aerodynamics was actually slightly 
faster (128 mph (206 km/h) top 
speed). 

There was a demand from some 
customers for a larger four-seater 
car, for whom AC produced the 
Greyhound. This was built on a 
stretched Ace chassis with coil
suspension all around and a 2.2-
litre Bristol engine. 
The "AC Ace Bristol Zagato" was 
designed and built by Zagato from 
the year 1958. Conceptually, the 
Berlinetta resembles the two-seat Invacar

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zagato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suspension_(vehicle)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coil_spring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Greyhound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Aceca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earls_Court_Exhibition_Centre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coupe
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eric_George_Gray&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eric_George_Gray&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Tojeiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Tojeiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Ace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cars#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cars#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Petite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microcar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microcar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convertible_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saloon_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coachwork
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aluminium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ash_tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Underslung_chassis&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Underslung_chassis&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_2-Litre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_2-Litre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invalid_carriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invacar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibreglass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-war_automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
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factory coupe ' 'AC Aceca' '. The 
original vehicle from 1957 was de-
livered to the Swiss company Pat-
theys in 1958; Who commissioned 
the Carrozzeria Zagato to produce 
a single, individual car body for the 
vehicle to be used at local races 
and the Pescara rally. Later the 
racing driver Jo Siffert acquired 
the single piece, which he used at 
different racing events and histori-
cal races like the Mille Miglia. On 
the circuit, the single took part only 
in a well-known race, on 5 October 
1958, at the Coupes du Salon, 
where it won the class in the class 
up to 2000 cc.

There is also in existence an AC 
Aceca fitted with a Bristol six-
cylinder engine. One prototype 
labeled as drawing number "A86" 
was made in 1959. This Aceca-
Bristol had a wider body and was 

built on a coil-sprung chassis 
similar to the AC Greyhound.

In September 1961, AC was ap-
proached by Carroll Shelby to 
use a small block Ford Windsor 
V8 engine in the Ace chassis, 
producing the AC Cobra. Shelby 
needed a car that could compete 

with the Chevrolet Corvette in US 
sports car racing. Only a single 
example was built (CSX 2000) 
using a Ford 221 Windsor V8. It 
debuted in 1962 with a Ford 260 
V8 engine. This was then super-
seded by the Ford 289 V8 engine. 
The resulting Cobra was a very 
powerful roadster, and it is com-
monly blamed for the introduction 
of the 70 mph (110 km/h) limit on 
British motorways. While this was 
a major factor in the decision, af-
ter a coupe version was caught 
doing 196 mph (315 km/h) during 
a test run, a then-recent spate of 
accidents under foggy conditions 
also helped the introduction of the 
limit. 

At the end of the 1964 racing sea-
son, the Cobra was being out-
classed in sports car racing by 
Ferrari. Carroll Shelby decided he 
needed a bigger engine. A big 
block Ford FE series 390 V8 was 
installed in a Cobra but it was over
-powered and the car was now 
almost undrivable. It was decided 
that a completely new chassis 
was needed. With the combined 
help of Ford's computers and the 
experience of the AC engineers, 
the new MKIII was born.

Unfortunately, the car missed ho-

Driven by Mr. Joyce at Brooklands Circuit on 1st Decem-
ber 1922, a car with a 4-cylinder version of the Light Six 
engine becomes the first 1500cc car to cover 100 miles in 
1 hour, with an average speed of 101.39 mph and a fastest 
lap of 104.85 mph. It shattered another four records along 
the way: flying half mile (108.4 mph), 2 miles (108.4 mph), 
5 miles (104.16 mph), 10 miles (103.79 mph). 

1953  AC Ace is launched

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homologation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_FE_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferrari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speed_limit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chevrolet_Corvette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cobra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Windsor_V8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Windsor_V8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carroll_Shelby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mille_Miglia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Siffert
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mologation for the 1965 season 
and was not raced by the Shelby 
team. However, it was raced suc-
cessfully by many privateers and 
went on to win races all the way 
into the 1970s. At the end of 1966, 
Shelby was left with 31 unsold 
competition cars; it was decided 
by Shelby American to sell them to 
the general public under the name 
of Cobra 427 S/C or Semi-
Competition. Today these S/C 
cars are the most sought after 
models and can sell in excess of 
1.5 million dollars. 

In 1966 a street model of the 427 
S/C was made available. It came 
with a tamer motor, optional dual 
carburetors, a glove box, and ex-
haust running under the car.
At the same time, the company 
realized they needed a grand tour-
er model that could appeal to 
wealthy customers. AC contacted 
the famed Italian coach builder 
Pietro Frua to design an appealing 

GT body that could be fitted on a 
MKIII Cobra chassis stretched by 
6 inches.
The new car was shown at the 
1965 Turin show. A few early 
models were fitted with the 
famed 427 Ford FE motors. In 
1967 the long-stroked 428 motor 

became available and the car was 
known as the AC Frua. Built out of 
steel rather than AC's usual alu-
minium, the Frua is heavier than a 
Cobra at slightly under 3,000 lb.  
The car was never fully developed 
and the cost of sending chassis 
from England to Italy and back for 
final assembly made it so expen-
sive that only a few were pro-
duced. Production ended in 1973 
after only 80 cars (29 convertibles 
and 51 coupes) were finished. 
The 1970s were not a good period 
for luxury car manufacturers and 
Derek Hurlock went searching for 
a totally new, smaller car. Mid-
engine designs were in fashion at 
the time and in 1972 the Diablo, a 
prototype with an Austin Maxi en-
gine and transaxle, was built by 
privateers Peter Bohanna and 
Robin Stables. 

In much the same way as they 
had taken up the Tojeiro prototype 
and turned it into the Ace, AC ac-
quired the rights and at the 1973 
London Motor Show showed their 
own version, the mid-engined 
ME3000 with the 3.0-litre Ford Es-
sex V6 engine installed trans-
versely over a bespoke AC-
designed gearbox. 

1968 AC Frau  (AC  428)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bespoke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transverse_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transverse_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Essex_V6_engine_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Essex_V6_engine_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robin_Stables&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peter_Bohanna&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Maxi
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bohanna_Stables_Diablo&action=edit&redlink=1
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Development was virtually com-
plete in 1976 when new Type Ap-
proval regulations were intro-
duced.. . A prototype failed the 
30 mph (48 km/h) crash test, and 
the chassis had to be redesigned. 
For AC, such delays meant that 
the first production cars (now re-
named 3000ME) were not deliv-
ered until 1979, by which time they 
were in direct competition with the 
Lotus Esprit.

Although comfortable, brisk, nicely 
built and practical, the car's han-
dling was heavily criticised by writ-
ers from Car Magazine, Autocar 
and Motor. AC's ambitions of sell-
ing 250 cars per year were a dis-
tant memory. After just 71 cars 
were sold, Hurlock called a halt to 
production as his health was suf-
fering and the company was strug-
gling in the teeth of a recession. In 
1984, production stopped at 
Thames Ditton and the car and the 

AC name were licensed to a new 
company registered as AC 
(Scotland) plc run by David 
McDonald in a new factory in 
Hillington, Glasgow. Here, 30 
cars were built, including a de-
velopment car tested with Alfa 
Romeo's 2.5-litre V6 engine and 
a nearly complete Mark 2 proto-
type of the same. Regardless (or 
possibly because) of these de-
velopments, AC Scotland called 

in the receivers in 1985. 
The dissolution of the compa-
ny
After selling the historic High 
Street works for redevelopment, 
AC themselves soldiered on as a 
service operation in the "21st 
Century" works on Summer 
Road until the Hurlock family fi-
nally sold their holdings in 1986 
to William West. 

After some complex machinations, 
the company was split between 
property interests and the car 
brand; the former was renamed 
and the latter was acquired by 
C.P.Autokraft's owner, Brian An-
gliss. 
The Autokraft name acquiring
In 1982, Brian Angliss was run-
ning Autokraft, a Cobra restoration 
shop, parts supplier and replica 
manufacturer. To further such pur-
suits, he acquired some of the 
tooling from Thames Ditton and 
created the MKIV; the car had US-
spec 5 mph (8.0 km/h) bumpers, a 
US-regulations compliant motor, 
and a larger interior with modern 
switchgear. About 480 cars were 
produced in his factory at Brook-
lands. He also produced a light-
weight model which was more in 
tune with the original Cobra spirit, 
though it could not be exported to 
the US owing to federal regula-
tions. 

Early cars were sold as the Au-
tokraft MKIV, but eventually An-
gliss acquired the rights to use the 
AC name. Angliss fully acquired 
the AC trademark rights and set 
up a new AC company as a joint 
venture with Ford, who had also 
recently bought Aston Martin. A 
big conflict followed over the fu-
ture direction for AC, but Angliss 
eventually won his independence 
as well as Ford's continuing and 
essential cooperation as an en-
gine and parts supplier.

Angliss looked for a new car to 
complement and perhaps replace 
the MKIV. At the 1993 London 
Motor Show, he introduced a new 
vehicle that he named the AC 
Ace. It was a modern automobile 
with a stainless steel chassis and 
an aluminium body, but was ex-
pensive to develop and build. The 
costs hit Angliss hard the receiv-
ers were called in by 1996 after 
approximately 50 "new" Aces had 

AC 3000 ME
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been built.
AC Car Group Ltd.

In March 1996, largely due to the 
cost of developing the new Ace, 
Angliss' company went into receiv-
ership and was eventually sold to 
South African businessman Alan 
Lubinsky in December 1996, who 
continued car production in 
Weybridge, Surrey, under the 
name of AC Car Group Ltd. 

Both the Cobra Mk IV and the Ace 
were made, and soon a 'CRS' ver-
sion of the Mk IV was announced 
with a carbon fibre body shell, a 
212 S/C version with Lotus twin-
turbo V8 power, as well as the AC 
Superblower with a supercharger 

Ford V8. Two Aceca coupes (in 
closed version of the Ace) were 
also made. 

AC Motor Holdings Ltd.

In August 2002, AC Motor Hold-
ings Ltd. was incorporated in Mal-
ta. 

In 2003, Carroll Shelby Interna-
tional and AC Motor Holdings Ltd. 
announced the production of an 
authentic Shelby/AC Cobra, with 
the production vehicle arriving at 
dealers in July 2004. Initially, 
available models included Shelby 
AC 427 S/C Cobra and Shelby 
AC 289 FIA Cobra, which would 
be branded as the CSX 1000 and 
CSX 7500 Series, respectively. In 
February 2004, the first hand-

crafted aluminium body shell was 
built at Frimley works. 

In 2004, a new manufacturing 
plant was opened in Malta and 
production of the carbon-fibre-
bodied AC MkV began. Due to 
problems with the factory building, 
production ceased in 2007. 

Acedes Holdings LLC

In August 2008, Acedes Holdings 
LLC was incorporated in St Kitts. 
In 2008, AC announced a joint 
venture with Brooklands Motor 
Company (the spiritual successor 
of Autokraft) in Weybridge, Sur-
rey, UK and confirmed plans for 
the continuation of the traditional 
AC designed tubular chassis and 
aluminium-bodied models.[16]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cars#cite_note-acheritage.co.uk/-16
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In 2010, AC announced a joint 
venture with the USA-based 
company Iconic which resulted in 
the design of the ultimate 
"Cobra": the "Iconic AC Road-
ster". 

In 2020, AC Cars announced 
that they will be building a zero-
emission version of the Cobra 
called the Series 1 Electric. 58 of 
these electric sports cars will be 

built alongside a 2.3-litre petrol 
version called the AC Cobra 140 
Charter Edition. 

In 2022, the new corporate struc-
ture began the production of 663 
new AC Cobra models, with a 
slightly modified structure to adapt 
it to modern safety and technology 
requirements and obtain the Euro-
pean road homologation certifi-
cate. 

In April 2009, a joint venture in 
Germany was announced to man-
ufacture the new AC MKVI. 

Following a supply deal with GM, 
the AC MKVI had a novel space-
frame chassis, 6.2-litre V8 engine 
and 6-speed manual transmis-
sion, and new Corvette brakes, 
retaining the original shape in 
lightweight composite material 
with the moulds taken from an 
original AC MKIII body. The car 
went into series production in July 
2012 after two years of intense 
prototyping and development. 

AC 12 Royal drophead coupé 1926 AC 16 Royal saloon 1927 

AC 16/80 open 2-seater 1939 

1958 AC Aceca 

1938 AC 16/70 Drop Head Coupe 1951 AC 2 litre Saloon

2022 AC Cobra

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_car
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Bill passed away on Sep-
tember 28. Born in Liverpool 
he completed his medical 
training and took up posi-
tions at several different or-
ganizations.
Emigrating to Canada in 
1971 he took up a position 
as Medical Advisor with the 
BC Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Board. 
Retiring to Qualicum Beach, 
we were fortunate to have 
him join us as a member of 

the CIB. Many will remem-
ber his and Rossie’s 
beautiful garden on one of 
the club’s garden tours. 
Our sincere condolences 
go out to Rossie and her 
family. Rest in Peace Bill.

Bill Whitehead
After the Second World War, the 
car division of the Bristol Aero-
plane Company was formed, later 
becoming Bristol Cars Limited.

Bristol had only one sales show-
room, on the corner of Kensing-
ton High Street and Holland Road
in London.[1]

It was always a low-volume man-
ufacturer; the most recent pub-
lished official production figures 
were for 1982, which stated that 
104 cars were produced in that 
year.

Bristol Owners Club Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4Uc82H_aVsI
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Watching 
Worth 

The internet is filled                  
with stories and videos.               
In our case  there are many that 
focus on the British cars that we 
have all come to appreciate. Click 
on the links to follow the story.

How gas nozzle works
hps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fT2KhJ8W-Kg

Triumph Dolomite story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Jd3yvmNFcSI

Was the Avant-garde Princess 
ahead of its time ?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=l1xe7RmEwAs

British Classic Cars at VanDus-
en Garden (Part 1) Vancouver, 
BC. May 21 2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=k7NFypKOdp0

JJuusstt ffoorr LLaauugghhss

007’s Aston  Martin
https://
www.hagerty.com/.../history-of-james
-bond-aston.../

Prison is just one word to you, but 
for some people, it’s a whole sen-
tence. 

Scientists got together to study 
the effects of alcohol on a per-
son’s walk, and the result was 
staggering. 

I’m trying to organize a hide and 
seek tournament, but good play-

ers are really hard to find.

 I got over my addiction to choc-
olate, marshmallows, and nuts. I 
won’t lie, it was a rocky road. 

What do you say to comfort a 
friend who’s struggling with 
grammar? There, their, they’re. 

I went to a toy store, asked the 
assistant where Schwarzeneg-
ger dolls are. He replied, “Aisle 
B, back.” 

I’ve started telling everyone 
about the benefits of eating dried 
grapes. It’s all about raisin 
awareness

At a computer expo (COMDEX), 
Bill Gates reportedly compared 
the computer industry with the 
auto industry and stated, "If GM 
had kept up with technology like 
the computer industry has, we 
would all be driving twenty-five 

dollar cars that got 1000 miles to 
the gallon."
Recently General Motors ad-
dressed this comment by releas-
ing the statement: "Yes, but would 
you want car that crashed twice a 
day?" 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hagerty.com%2Fmedia%2Fautomotive-history%2Fhistory-of-james-bond-aston-martin-db5-most-famous-car-in-the-world%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3IzX6-w8bxCo2Tzgh3WvEBztR6kcGlG8cHKnaZSGXrUiJtyRceyLXMnyI&h=AT0zphEH2kYBTZTAVK00e
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hagerty.com%2Fmedia%2Fautomotive-history%2Fhistory-of-james-bond-aston-martin-db5-most-famous-car-in-the-world%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3IzX6-w8bxCo2Tzgh3WvEBztR6kcGlG8cHKnaZSGXrUiJtyRceyLXMnyI&h=AT0zphEH2kYBTZTAVK00e
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hagerty.com%2Fmedia%2Fautomotive-history%2Fhistory-of-james-bond-aston-martin-db5-most-famous-car-in-the-world%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3IzX6-w8bxCo2Tzgh3WvEBztR6kcGlG8cHKnaZSGXrUiJtyRceyLXMnyI&h=AT0zphEH2kYBTZTAVK00e
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jd3yvmNFcSI
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DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this publication as a 
service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars parts or services. The 
OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no responsibility for 
their veracity. 

Support our advertisers, they make your newsletter possible

Advertise
 Here
3 5/8” x 2 1/4”

9.2 cm x 5.72 cm

Business Size Card Ad

Check out the OECC Classified Pages https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_ads.htm
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