
Central Island 
Branch Newsletter 

British Engineered Autos Nanaimo Order 

March/April 2021 129h Edition 

Vintage print by Terence Cuneo 

The Great 
Bentley Blue 

Train Race 
Page 9 



Beano 

2 

Acting Vice Chair Report        

By Jim Stewart  

We all know what has to 
be done to keep the 
Branch running – but who 
cares enough to actually 
do it? 
 
For the last 10 plus years, 
the same 20 or 30 people 
carried the Branch on their 
shoulders – they care. 
About 10 new and existing 
Members have stepped up 
in the last few months – 
they care too. The Leader-
ship Team have been 
working flat out for over 6 
months – that’s how much 
they care.  
 
What about you - the 70 
odd other Members (plus 
spouses/partners)? You 
tell us you want the 
Branch to go on. You 
come out to runs and 
events (that someone else 
has organized) and you 
tell us how much you    
enjoy them. But if you       
really care if the Branch 
keeps on running it’s time 
you did something.  
It doesn’t have to take a 
lot of effort. Watch out for 

the owners of new MINIs 
and other British cars who 
aren’t Members, tell them 
about the things we do and 
invite them to join - we’ve 
given you tools to use. Put 
your biases aside and start 
coming to Zoom presenta-
tions - or join the Facebook 
Group. (We’ll get someone 
to walk you safely, step by 
step through how to do 
them.) Update your photos 
in the Gallery.  
 
The test of whether or not 
you care will lie in the num-
ber of new, younger Mem-
bers you can attract in the 
next few months; your sup-
port for/attendance at 
Zoom presentations; your 
activity in the Facebook 
Group; the photos in the 
Gallery – the things you 
can do now despite of the 
PHOs and restrictions. 
 
So, for goodness’ sake just 
do something…… 

Leadership 
Team 
 

Acting Vice Chairperson 

Jim Stewart 

250-240-8610 

jstewart308@gmail.com 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Bill Grace 

250-390-0779 

bjgrace@shaw.ca 

New member Coordinator 

Dave Stewart 

250-752-6149 

dave_stewart@shaw.ca 

Membership Coordinator 

Dale Kastanis 

778-908-7339 

oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

Social Media Coordinator 

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

Webmaster 

Pat James 

250-713-1698 

oecccib@gmail.com 

Presentation Coordinator 

Sandy Smart 

250-586-7200 

jrasmart@hotmail.com 

Events Promoter 

Looking for volunteer 

 

Beano Editor 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Regalia 

Marilyn Tarry 

250-591-3124 

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

Just do something ... 

Volunteers Make It Happen! 

mailto:mjstewart308@gmail.com
mailto:bjgrace@shaw.ca
mailto:dave_stewart@shaw.ca
mailto:moecccibsecretary@gmail.comail
mailto:mjamckay1@shaw.ca
mailto:oecccib@gmail.com
mailto:jrasmart@hotmail.com
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
mailto:oeccregalia@gmail.com


A brief look at the cars that keep on giving us joy 

Editor’s 
Notes 

Joe 
Smith 
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1946 Bentley VI  

Austin Healey 
Sprite 
The Austin-Healey Sprite was pro-
duced from 1958 to 1971. The Sprite 
was announced to the press in Monte 
Carlo by the British Motor Corporation 
on 20 May 1958.It was intended to be a 
low-cost model that "a chap could keep 
in his bike shed", yet be the successor 
to the sporting versions of the pre-war 
Austin Seven. The Sprite was designed 
by the Donald Healey Motor Company, 
with production being undertaken at the 
MG factory at Abingdon. It first went on 
sale at a price of £669, (Approx. $1,899 

1961 Sprite 

1961 Sprite 

CDN) using a tuned version of the Austin A
- Series engine and as many other compo-
nents from existing cars as possible to 
keep costs down.  

When the Mk. II Sprite was introduced in 
1961 it was joined by a badge-engineered 
MG version, the Midget, reviving a model 
name used by MG from the late 1920s 
through to the mid 1950s. Enthusiasts of-
ten refer to these later Sprites and Midgets 
collectively as Spridgets." The MG-badged 
version of the car continued                       
in production  for  several                           
years after  the Austin-                           

Healey brand ceased                             

to exist.  

O 
ne of the primary pur-
poses of our newsletter 
is the opportunity to 

get to know what  other mem-
bers are doing. Whether it is 
working on projects or just   
getting to know each other. 

In this issue meet Don & Karen 
Manning of Chemanius who 
are the proud owners of an 
Austen Healy BJ8 and an MG-
R V8. See page 10. 

Hard to imagine today but Cov-
entry was at one time the hub 
for the manufacture of dozens 
of British car marques, The  
article on page 12 highlights 
some of its history. 

While racing trains may be out 
of the question today, back in 
the 1920s and 30s it was quite 
a remarkable feat as told in the 
article on page 9. 

Normally Beano features arti-
cles about Branch outings,  
and events. With Covid that 
has not been possible except 
for some Zoom meetings that 
help keep us connected.  

What Beano really needs are 
photos and stories about what 
you are doing to keep active 
during these trying times. 

Got something you would like 
to share? Send it via email to 
me at the address below. 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monte_Carlo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monte_Carlo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Healey_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MG_Cars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abingdon,_Oxfordshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BMC_A-Series_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BMC_A-Series_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Badge_engineering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MG_Cars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MG_Midget
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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A Zoom screenshot of just some of our Branch members who participated in Bingo on March 18 

a $15 Tim Horton's Card; Al and Val Ramsay 
won a $25 Esso Gas Card, and Peter and Sylvia 
Sparke won a $50 Canadian Tire Gift 
Card.  Congratulations to them all. 

Editor’s Note: Special thanks to Malcolm Har-
grave for organizing this event and the many oth-
ers he was involved in during his tenure as 
Events Promoter for our Branch. Its members 
like Malcolm who help keep the Club  a fun and 
vibrant organization. 

Under the “O” we had a lot of fun 

By Malcolm Haregrave: The OECC Bingo 
Night was a great success and all the players 
had lots of fun!  Although Bingo may not turn 
everyone's crank - I received so many positive 
accolades and congratulations for finding a fun 
and exciting way for members to meet up to 
have an informal, relaxed, and friendly chat with 
each other.  

There were 16 players on Zoom, and we played 
3 different games.  Steve & Elaine Roebuck won 

A little Trivia:  Although the meaning behind 
the name ‘Lotus’ has never officially been    
revealed, it is commonly believed to relate to 
company founder Colin Chapman’s knowledge 
of the lotus flower and its representation of   
Nirvana in Budhist  philosophy. 

The yellow of the badge supposedly repre-
sents bright days ahead, while the green    
central lozenge is in British Racing Green, 
showing Lotus’s racing origins. The intertwined 
letters at the top are the initials of Anthony 
Colin Bruce Chapman. 

Due to the on-going challeng-

es of Covid 19, Brits on the 

Beach has been cancelled for 

2021.  Plans are underway with 

the hope of holding the event 

Sunday, July 10, 2022. CANCELLED 
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As of publica-
tion date we 
have 178 
members. This       
represents 107 single and 
family memberships.      
Together they own over 
170 cars. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE 
ALWAYS WELCOME 

The OECC is a club for people 
who are enthusiastic about 
English cars. Our members 
aren't all English, they aren't all 
old and some don’t even own 
English cars.  

Our mission is the preserva-
tion, restoration and enjoyment 

of English vehicles of all 
makes and models.  

We enjoy others who own or 
would like to own English    
vehicles and share our          
enthusiasm.  

So, whatever your interest, 
joining our club is a great way 
to enjoy your passion for    
British Cars.  

Guests and new members are 
always welcome at our meet-
ings and events. These days 
via Zoom due to Covid re-
strictions.  

If this seems interesting we'd 
love to have you join us. 

More information and         
application forms can be 
found by going to ... 

https://www.oecc.ca/

join.htm  
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By Dale 
Kastanis 

Welcome to 
the Club 
Dana Barr 

    1974 MGB 

John Cross 

     1977 Lotus Elite 

Steven Ellis 

     1971 TVR 

Peter Robson 

      1966 Lotus 

R eally Rare Cars Its unveiling came at the October 1961 Earls Court Motorshow, at which Jag-

uar also launched its E-Type. Jaguar spotted similarities in the more affordable Rootes Group 

car’s rear hatch, blamed industrial espionage and called in the lawyers. It lost. Only 250 Harrington 

Le Mans were built, of which 150 survive, most of them in Europe or the US. From DRIVEN magazine 

1961 Sunbeam Harrington Le Mans 

https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
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Beano Beano 

Photos needed 
of you and 
your cars 
Members Only Gallery is an 

excellent tool to see pictures of 

members and their cars.   

These are evolving galleries so     

Steve Roebuck needs      

members to send in pictures  

of yourselves and your cars.  

Pictures of Us may also have 

to be updated if you have an 

old  picture of your-

selves in the Gal-

lery or have sold or 

bought another car. 

Send Steve your 

photos via email to  

steve@rbck.ca 

You can access your info by  

going to the following link:  

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/

photo_gallery.htm 

Think you can go faster than a police car? 

You might want to think that through again! 

Lotus Evora 

Lotus Esprit 

Ariel Atom 

mailto:steve@rbck.ca
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm
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The Blue Train Races were a 
series of record-breaking attempts 
between automobiles and trains in 
the late 1920s and early 1930s. It 
saw a number of motorists and 
their own or sponsored automo-
biles race against the Le Train 
Bleu, a train that ran between  
Calais and the French Riviera.  

The rationale to beat the train was 
to compare the contemporary  
automotive performance with   
locomotive dominance; to show-
case recent progress achieved by 
cars regarding reliability, durabil-
ity, speed and comfort; to promote 
the cars, their marques and the 
adventurous persona of their   
drivers; and to establish automo-
biles as a viable and aspirational 
mode of transport for the individu-
al traveller. 

In March 1930, at a dinner at the 
Carlton Hotel in Cannes, talk 
around the table had swung round 
to the topic of motor cars; in     
particular to the advertisement by 
Rover claiming that its Light Six 
had gone faster than the famous 
"Le train bleu" express. Woolf 
Barnato, chairman of Bentley and 
winner of the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans in 1928 and 1929, contend-

ed that just to go faster than the 
Blue Train was of no special  
merit. He raised the stakes by 
arguing that at the wheel of his 
Bentley Speed Six, he could be 
at his club in London before the 
train reached Calais and bet 
£100 ($10,000 cdn today) on that 
challenge.  

The next day, 13 March 1930, as 
the Blue Train steamed out of 

Cannes station at 17:45, Barnato 
and his relief driver, amateur golf-
er Dale Bourn, finished their 
drinks and drove the Bentley 
away from the bar at the Carlton. 
From Lyon onwards they had to 
battle against heavy rain. At 4:20, 
in Auxerre, they lost time search-
ing for a refueling rendezvous.  

Through central France they hit 
fog, then shortly after Paris they 
had a burst tyre, requiring the use 
of their only spare. They reached 
the dock at Boulogne at 10:30, 
sailed to England on the cross-
Channel packet, and were park-
ing outside The Conservative 
Club in St. James's Street, Lon-
don, at 15:20, four minutes before 
the Blue Train reached Calais, 
thus winning the bet. The French 
authorities promptly fined him a 
sum far greater than his winnings 
for racing on public roads and 
Bentley was excluded from the 
1930 Paris Salon for advertising 
an unauthorized race.  

The Great Blue Train Races 

Barnato drove an H. J. Mulliner-bodied Bentley Speed Six formal sa-
loon during the race, which became known as the Blue Train Bentley. 
(Left in the photo) Two months later, on 21 May 1930, he took delivery 
of a new Bentley Speed Six streamlined fastback "Sportsman Coupe" 
by Gurney Nutting. Barnato named it the "Blue Train Special" in 
memory of his race and it too became commonly referred to as the 
Blue Train Bentley. This is the one depicted in the Cuono painting. 

Terence Cuneo (1907–1996) was an 
English painter famous for his scenes 
of railways, horses, ceremonies, and 
military action. He was most famous 

for his paintings of engineering   
subjects, particularly locomotives 
and the railway as a whole. But in 
fact Cuneo painted over a wide 
range, from big game in Africa to 
landscapes. Further success was 
achieved in his regimental commis-
sions, battle scenes and incidents as 
well as portraits including H.M. the 
Queen.                                           
Prints of his work are available 
through Hebertson Fine Arts.     
Warwickshire, England.                        
herbertson28@gmail.com     
https://terencecuneo.co.uk/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Train
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Train_Bleu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Train_Bleu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calais
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Riviera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlton_Hotel,_Cannes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_Light_Six
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woolf_Barnato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woolf_Barnato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bentley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1928_24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1929_24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bentley_Speed_Six
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dale_Bourn&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boulogne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Channel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Channel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._James%27s_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._J._Mulliner_%26_Co.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saloon_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saloon_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J_Gurney_Nutting_%26_Co_Limited
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terence_Cuneo
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K 
aren and I have been 
members of the CIB for 
a few years now,     

following our move from the  
Mainland to Vancouver Island,    
specifically Chemainus.  

 Currently, we are the custodi-
ans of an Austin Healey BJ8 as 
well as a (Rover) MG-R v8. 

The Healey has been with us 
since 2005 and the MG-R since 
2013.  Both are in the Collector 
program.  

We are used to taking long 
tours, and both cars have taken 
us on trips like BRBC in 2018 
and several trips to the U.S. to 
visit with our Healey friends.   

We have been part of the 
Healey world since 1994 for 
Karen and 1982 for myself.  
At that time, I owned a 1962 
BN7 and took it solo to   

Don & Karen 
Manning 

Chemanius 

BRG Austin Healey BJ8, Saanichton Restoration Fair, abt. 2016 

MG-R v8, Woodcote Green, Brits Around B.C., Galena Bay Ferry 
lineup. June 29, 2018 

Snowmass, CO for the 30
th
 An-

niversary Meet of that year.   

We love driving on the Island, 
from Victoria around the Circle 
Tour to Chemainus, as well as 
touring with others up to Port 
Hardy and out to Gold River, 
with luck, we will be able to do 
that again soon.   

We will be taking in the Circle 
Tour again soon on our own, 
and will include a check in at 
the Shirley Delicious near 
French Beach, and Bridge-
man’s in Port Renfrew.   

LBC’s are welcome to stop in 
at our home for coffee or a   

latte, once we have 
our Covid shots      
behind us…. 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 



Beano 

11 

How old are your tires? 
By Joe Smith: I bought my   
current car 6 years ago and 
while the tires still look pretty 
good with lots of tread, I figured 
it was time to take a closer look 
as to their vintage.  

 

Almost everything you need to 
know about your tires is mold-
ed into the sidewall and coded 
according to federal require-
ments, including the specific 
week and year when a tire was 
made. 

 

To read the date on a tire look 
near the edge of the rim for a 
series of characters starting 
with the letters DOT. This is the 
Department of Transportation 
(DOT) code, which indicates 
that the tire has passed all min-
imum DOT standards. 

 

This code can tell you the man-
ufacturer of the tire and the fac-
tory where it was made, as well 
as provide lot-specific infor-
mation used for tracking in 
case of a recall. 

 

The raised numbers indicating 
the age of the tire in the DOT 
Code are placed together and 
are often enclosed in a raised 
oval. The first two numbers are 
the week the tire was manufac-
tured.                                       

In the example below,  35 
stands for “week 35.” The   
second two numbers are the 
year the tire was manufac-
tured. In the image below, we 
see the 07 indicating the tire 
was built in 2007. This particu-
lar tire was made in the 35th 
week or the end of August in 
2007. 

 

Prior to the year 2000, DOT 
coding was slightly different. If 
you have a tire that doesn't 
match the coding you see in 
the example, it was likely 
manufactured before 2000 
and should be replaced as a 
safety precaution. That was 
the situation in my case so I 
figured the tires were at least 
21 years old. Yikes! 

 
One last important note, if 
your tire doesn't have a DOT 
number branded on its side, 
the tire doesn't meet the   
safety requirements. Not all 
tires are intended to be im-
ported and sold in Canada, so 
the tire may have been devel-
oped and produced without 
being tested and confirmed to 
meet the DOT standards. As a 
result, these tires cannot     
legally be used in Canada. 

The May 20th Zoom 

meeting features a 

presentation by Tyson 

Moore of Hagerty Insur-

ance.  

Here’s some background 

about the company.  

Hagerty's headquarters is in   
Traverse City, Michigan. In 1983, 
Frank and Louise Hagerty realized 
that appropriate insurance cover-
age for their collector wooden 
boats didn't exist. So armed with 
years of general-lines insurance 
experience, the Hagertys 
launched a revolutionary agreed 
value policy for collector boats. 
 
Within a few years, half of the   
vintage boat owners in the country 
were Hagerty clients. 
 
In 1991, Hagerty created a similar 
product for collector cars. And in 
1995 two of Frank and Louise's 
three children, Kim and McKeel, 
came home to run the family busi-
ness - despite their vows to never 
make a career of insurance!  
 
Together they've overseen the 
company's tremendous growth, 
which has been supported by a 
great product, exceptional client 
service, cutting-edge technology, 
creative marketing and, of course, 
intelligent, forward-thinking and 
hard-working employees.  
 
Hagerty has grown from a small 
agency headquartered in the 
Hagerty family basement to a 
leading provider of classic vehicle 
and boat insurance in the world! 
 
See you at the meeting! 

https://www.tireamerica.com/resource/how-to-read-tire-sidewall
https://www.tireamerica.com/resource/how-to-read-tire-sidewall
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C oventry is renowned 

for many things like 

Lady Godiva’s 

naked ride 

through town in a 

bid to reduce  

taxes, the estab-

lishment as one 

of Britain’s manu-

facturing centres 

for the production 

of  cotton, silk rib-

bons, sewing  

machines, bicy-

cles and watches to name just 

a few. 

When the textile industry be-

gan to collapse the town be-

cause of its wealth of experi-

enced factory workers, engi-

neering experience and facili-

ties was more than prepared 

for the establishment of the 

burgeoning automotive indus-

try. Coventry became the fore-

front of this revolution. 

It was here in 1896 that Henry 

Lawson founded the Daimler 

Motor Company and built the 

factory known as The Motor 

Mills that would give birth to the 

first British car in 1897. Over 

the course of time there were 

over 30 companies that 

had set up shop in Cov-

entry, Some lasted for 

only a few  years but 

others went  on to     

become iconic British  

The Motor Mills—Coventry 
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marques that once made Brit-

ain the second largest car mak-

er in the world. 

As Henry Ford perfected mass 

production with the moving   

assembly line in the USA, the 

large motor companies that 

now define the industry could 

begin to establish themselves. 

During the 1930s, car owner-

ship in Britain doubled to two 

million much to Coventry’s ben-

efit. Coventry became known 

as the British Detroit, attracting 

the attention of industry giants 

including Jaguar, Chrysler, 

Rover, Humber and Rolls-

Royce to name just a few. 

This notoriety as a key manu-

facturing centre did not bode 

well during the Second World 

War as Coventry became a key 

target for the Luftwaffe. Even 

though the devastation of the 

blitz hindered the building of 

cars and other war related 

products the resilience of the 

town proved strong. 

Calcott Factory Swallow Cars Ready to Roll 

Swallow  

Panelling 

Department 

https://theculturetrip.com/europe/united-kingdom/england/articles/the-story-of-how-coventry-got-its-name/
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While some companies did not 
survive Coventry’s industry 
reached its peak after World 
War II, retaining the driving seat 
in the second-largest car manu-
facturing country of the world. 
An influx of workers immediate-
ly followed the war, driving the 
boom years of Coventry car 
manufacturing. By 1950, there 
were 12 manufacturers in Cov-
entry and the UK became the 
leading car exporter between 
1962-64. This boom in busi-
ness was a benefit to the work-
er that earned a 24% higher 
average wage when compared 
to the rest of British industrial 
workers. 
 
Unfortunately, Coventry wasn’t 

immune to wider political and 

socioeconomic trends. The 

once iconic companies and 

firms that once proudly stood 

on their own as captains of in-

novation were floundering, and 

as a result many were ab-

sorbed into larger companies. 

As the union crises that defined 
the 1970s began to spawn, 
combined with bad manage-
ment decisions and competition 
from Europe and Japan meant 
the modern English stereotype 
for poor quality manufacturing 
began to take fruition. In a glob-
alised world, an ageing and de-
clining British motor industry 
couldn’t remain the juggernaut 
it once was. Consequently, 
over half of the workers of Cov-
entry’s top 15 automobile man-
ufacturers had been axed by 
1982 at a rate of 520 jobs per 
month. The fate of the city 
seemed sealed as the last of 
the major companies closed up 
shop; Jaguar moved production  
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from the Browns Lane plant in 
2004 and Peugeot demolished 
its last Coventry-based plant in 
2006. 

All is not lost though as there 
are some initiatives that look 
promising for a bit of a resur-
rection. Warwick University 
hosts the Warwick Manufactur-
ing Group (WMG) which is 
funded by Jaguar Land Rover 
(JLR), as well as the £150-
million National Automotive In-
novation Centre (backed by 
JLR, WMG and government 
funding), designed to further 
bolster the relationship be-
tween universities and industry 

and encourage collaboration 
in research and development. 
In the same vein, Coventry 
University have recently 
opened the National Transport 
Design Centre which is de-
scribed as an inter-disciplinary 
centre of collaboration, using 
eclecticism to fuel new car de-
sign. 

The RDM Group have been 
working on autonomous cars 
pods and software for self-
parking cars. The new TX5 
electric cabs (which you may 
have seen in London this 
year) are being manufactured 
by the reborn London Taxi 

Company in Coventry. A new 
start-up company called  Micro-
cab are working on cars pow-
ered by environmentally-
friendly hydrogen fuel cells, in 
conjunction with Coventry   
University in their aforemen-
tioned National Transport De-
sign Centre. 

Coventry-based motor compa-
nies are being progressive in 
their approach to ensure the 
future is sustainable for both 
the city and the world. It’s fitting 
that the Coventry coat of arms 
depicts a  phoenix rising from 
the flames as the city looks to 
rebuild its renowned motor   
industry. 

Rover Works 

Humber Works 1929 

Hillman Works 1929 

Jaguar Browns Lane Plant 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/research/naic/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/research/naic/
https://www.coventry.ac.uk/business/ntdc/
https://www.coventry.ac.uk/business/ntdc/
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Just some of the 

many automotive 

names that set up 

shop in Coventry 

 

Autovia 

Billings-Burns 

Broadway (cyclecar) 

Browns Lane plant 

Calcott Brothers 

Carbodies 

Challenge (cycle & car) 

Charlesworth Bodies 

Chota (automobile) 

Chrysler Europe 

Clément Motor Company 

Cluley 

Coventry Motor Company 

Crouch Cars 

Dawson Car Company 

Excelsior Motor Company 

Francis-Barnett 

The Great Horseless Carriage  

 Company 

Grindlay Peerless 

Hazelwoods Ltd 

Hillman 

Holbrock Bodies 

Humber Ltd 

Jaguar  

Land Rover 

Calcott Brothers 
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By Adele Hedges 

It will happen again but in the 
meantime here is one of my 
memories.  In 2019 Mary Lou 
Miles from SIB and myself    
organized a trip to take in a car 
show in Nelson, BC and to take 
in the car show in Kaslo orga-
nized by the Kootenay Branch 
of OECC and then a different 
route to return home.   

We invited all members from all 
branches to join us and ended 
up with members from all 
branches so a mini BRBC “Brits 
‘Round BC.  A good time was 
had by all, despite the rain on 
the return journey.  Well, may-
be all, as Dave Harris     unfor-
tunately had a stomach virus. 

Once we can safely travel 
again, this is an excellent way 
to make friends, not only in our 
branch, but other branches too. 

When BRBC 2020 and 2021 
had to be cancelled, the route 
was very similar to this one.  
Hopefully it will happen in 2022. 

Here is a link to more         
pictures from the galleries. 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Kootenay%
20Car%20Show%20Run%
202019.htm 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Kootenay%20Car%20Show%20Run%202019.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Kootenay%20Car%20Show%20Run%202019.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Kootenay%20Car%20Show%20Run%202019.htm
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The internet is filled with       

stories and videos. In our    

case  there are many that focus 

on the British cars that we have 

all come to appreciate. Others  

provide a degree of  inspiration 

to help us work through a diffi-

cult task whether it is car relat-

ed or to help us get through 

these difficult times. You may 

have come across some of 

these but they are all worth 

sharing 

Watching 
How an Austin-Healey Sprite 
escaped East Germany - 
twice 
https://www.hagerty.com/media/car-
profiles/this-austin-healey-sprite-
escaped-east-germany-twice/  
 

Inside Bentley -                     
A Great British Motor Car 
(Documentary) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KEf3BAPbqvM 

No Corona                       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=uL52AuF4QzY 

Jay Leno Garage Sunbeam 

Tiger                                

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=fyqo03zmzZw 

Magnificent Machines - The 
Golden Age of the British 
Sports Car                        
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UzoolNs7sHQ 

Worth 

May 20
th

 7.00 to 9.00 p.m. 

Zoom Monthly 
Meeting 

Guest Speaker, 

Tyson Moore 

from Hagerty    

Insurance, talking about 

“Valuations, History of       

Valuations, and Other          

Insurance-Related Topics” 

Our Facebook      
numbers just 
keep on growing 
As of this writing we have 622 
people who have signed on to   
become members of our Club’s    
Facebook Group. 

As the page is open to anyone 
who has an interest in British cars 
we are finding that some of them 
live just around the corner, in other 
Provinces across Canada and 
even down into the USA in States 
like Texas and Florida. 

We’ve even attracted prominent 
individuals such as Nigel Mathews  
one of the world’s top collector car 
judges.  

If you have not joined yet, give it 
some thought. There’s lots of in-
teresting commentary and shared 
info. Check out how to join at ... 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

Upcoming Events 

The OECC website is your 

gateway to a wealth of      

information. 

https://www.oecc.ca/ 

May 26th, TBD 

Car Run to Comox Air Force  

Museum for Tour and 

“Snowbirds” Display (Tentative, 

depends on Covid restrictions)  

June 17th,  7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Zoom Monthly 

Meeting 

Guest Speaker, Well known car 

collector Helen Poon. 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/car-profiles/this-austin-healey-sprite-escaped-east-germany-twice/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/car-profiles/this-austin-healey-sprite-escaped-east-germany-twice/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/car-profiles/this-austin-healey-sprite-escaped-east-germany-twice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEf3BAPbqvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEf3BAPbqvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL52AuF4QzY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL52AuF4QzY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyqo03zmzZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyqo03zmzZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzoolNs7sHQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzoolNs7sHQ
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.oecc.ca/
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T 
he Cubitts’ Engineering 

Co. Ltd. was originally a 

construction company 

which built much of Central 

London - Covent Garden Mar-

ket, the Cenotaph and the 

'new' east wing of Buckingham 

Palace. It had been founded by 

Thomas Cubitt around 1815, in 

association with his brothers 

William and Lewis. In 1883 the 

business was acquired by Hol-

land & Hannen, a leading com-

petitor, and became known as 

Holland, Hannen & Cubitts. 

In 1920 they began manufac-

turing motor vehicles at the 

Great Southern Works on the 

Bicester Road in Aylesbury un-

der the name Cubitt. Complet-

ing 3,000 motor vehicles      

between 1920 and 1925. Cu-

bitt employed mass production 

techniques to compete with 

the flood of American imports, 

and they openly stated that it 

was an American type car, 

simple and rugged.  

Gone but not forgotten 

Continued next page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covent_Garden_Market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covent_Garden_Market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cenotaph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckingham_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckingham_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Cubitt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Cubitt_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Cubitt
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In 1922 S.F. Edge (director of 

Napier cars; director of British 

Anzani; and managing director 

of AC Cars) bought the compa-

ny and also became managing 

director. He employed J.S. Na-

pier as both director and de-

signer, who went on to intro-

duce the reduced weight side-

valve version of 

the engine for 

the K4 and L4 

models.  

The 16/20 used 

2.8 litre, 4 cylin-

der engines 

with coil igni-

tion, plus a four 

speed gearbox 

with a central 

gear lever. Unusually the final 

drive was by a worm gear    ar-

rangement. It was a family car 

that could achieve 50 mph for 

£442, and was considered 

good value by contemporary 

motoring magazines. The body 

cost £20 to build and the car 

was described as high and 

heavy. The slogans were Big 

value for little money and The 

right car at the right price.  

In 1925 the K4 and L4 models 

were introduced featuring a 

new engine of the same ca-

pacity, but lightened and sim-

plified by conversion to side 

valves instead of overhead 

valves, use of aluminium pis-

tons and lighter connecting 

rods. The side-valve engine 

may have been for stream-

lined production, cost, reliabil-

ity or weight-saving reasons. 

The cantilever rear springs 

were replaced with semi-elliptic 

springs and the rear axle was 

fitted with an underslung worm 

drive. The K4 used a 3 metre 

wheelbase and the L4 was ap-

proximately a foot longer. 

In January 1925 or 24 Edge 

decided that AC Cars would 

manufacture their own version 

of the Anzani engine at the  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selwyn_Edge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napier_%26_Son
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anzani#British_Anzani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anzani#British_Anzani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worm_gear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worm_drive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worm_drive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anzani
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Aylesbury works and thus    

cancelled an order for 30 en-

gines a month from Anzani . 

In February 1925 Cubitt was 

declared bankrupt, a receiver 

was appointed and third party 

investors, such as James Put-

man of Farringdon, lost a lot of 

money. Of the approximately 

3,000 cars built, less than five 

(in running order) are known 

to exist in the world today. 

After the demise of Cubitt mo-

tor manufacturing in 1925 and 

the A.C. Cars engine manu-

facture, the Great Southern 

Works was involved in other 

piecemeal projects including 

making shop-fittings until it 

was demolished and redevel-

oped for domestic housing in 

the 21st century. The marque 

is commemorated by 'Cubitt 

Street' and Edge 

Street which traverse 

the old works.               

Source: Wikipedia 



Beano 

22 

 

Really       
is the best 
medicine 

Got a good clean politically cor-

rect joke? Send it in and we’ll 

print it in an upcoming edition. 

As a senior citizen was driving 

down the highway, his car 

phone rang. Answering, he 

heard his wife's voice urgently 

warning him, "Herman, I just 

heard on the news that there's 

a car  going the wrong way on 

Hwy 19 Please be careful!" 

"Hell," said Herman, "It's not 

just one car. It's hundreds of 

them!" 

Did you            

know that through-

out the pages of 

Beano you are only 

a click away from 

more interesting 

articles & videos? 

In order to make Beano more 

valuable and interesting there 

are many links … you’ll find 

them highlighted in blue … that  

if you click on them will take 

you to a variety of items that 

can be found on the internet.  

Invitation cards & windshield 

posters are now available on 

the CIB website. All you have 

to do is print them off. 

There’s lots of British cars out there 

driving around our communities. If 

you come across one take the initia-

tive to place one of our invite cards 

on their windshield. Here’s the link 

to the page … 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/links.htm 

Also when you are out and about in 
your own car and are parked some-
where. Put the poster sized card 
where it can be seen by passers-by. 
These days every little bit of exposure 
for the Club really counts. 

Can you identify this car? 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/links.htm
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Is it time to think of your future wishes? 

The April 15th Zoom meeting pro-

vided some interesting infor-

mation with regards to making 

preparations for dealing with 

Wills, giving people Power of   

Attorney or preparing what is 

called a  Representation Agree-

ment. 

Sarah and Iian Smith gave 

those who attended some really 

good ideas and food for thought 

when it comes to making deci-

sions on how to go about the 

steps required in documenting a 

last will and testament. 

As representatives of Sands Fu-

neral Chapel in Nanaimo they 

spoke about their free Estate 

Planning Kit which includes infor-

mation on Power of Attorney and 

an Official Family Registry that 

provides a simple yet comprehen-

sive way to gather all the neces-

sary information your family or  

executor may require. 

Any member wishing to get more 
information can contact them 
through their website at … 
 
https://www.arbormemorial.ca/en/
sands-nanaimo 

From shirts to hats to badges 
and even mugs, look your best 
when you drive up to take part 
in one of our events.  

 

Check out the  Regalia 
page on our website 
https://www.oecc.ca/

catalog_regalia.htm 

https://www.arbormemorial.ca/en/sands-nanaimo
https://www.arbormemorial.ca/en/sands-nanaimo
https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
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Here we are again heading into 

another driving season where 

there is little opportunity to get 

together in groups for some of 

the Branch’s favorite outings. 

What we are really missing are 

all those great photos of mem-

bers having fun. So here’s a 

selection of pictures from the 

past. Just like the ones Adele 

sent in for the previous article. 

Hopefully they will bring back 

fond memories and set the 

stage for the good times we 

will all be able to share when 

things get back to some     

semblance of normal. 

If you do have photos that have 

never been published or       

appeared in the Gallery on the 

website send them along to  

joesmith@shaw.ca 

mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this publication as a 

service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars parts or services. The 

OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no responsibility for 

their veracity.  

Support our advertisers, they make this publication possible 

 

Advertise 
 Here 

3 5/8” x 2 1/4” 
9.2 cm x 5.72 cm 

 

Business Size Card Ad 

Check out the OECC Classified Pages https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_ads.htm 
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