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Volunteers Make It Happen! 

Team Leader 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Bill Grace 

250-390-0779 

bjgrace@shaw.ca 

New member Coordinator 

Dave Stewart 

250-752-6149 

dave_stewart@shaw.ca 

Membership Coordinator 

Dale Kastanis 

778-908-7339 

oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

Social Media Coordinator 

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Webmaster 

Pat James 

250-713-1698 

oecccib@gmail.com 

Presentation Coordinator 

Sandy Smart 

250-586-7200 

jrasmart@hotmail.com 

Beano Editor 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Leadership Team Regalia 

Marilyn Tarry 

250-591-3124 

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

 

Events Promotion Team 

Howard Lockhart               

TR7@live.ca                                     

250-802-3340 

June Arnett                     

arnett.j@telus.net                                  

604-277-6886 

Warren Hale                    

hale.w@telus.net 

604-341-3252 

David Kelsey                                 

davidkelsey@shaw.ca 

250-752-8849 

For many of us this is the time 
of the year when we put our 
pride and joy under wraps for 
the cold, wet and hopefully not 
too snowy winter ahead.  

On the other hand many of you 
have your cars licensed and 
insured for year round enjoy-
ment so we hope you get the 
most out of those sunny occa-
sions and events where you 
can get out and about. 

At this point in time we are still 
trying to deal with all the proto-
cols surrounding the pandemic. 
Our newly formed Event Pro-
motion Team has been working 
on developing a list of activities 
that we can all participate in 
safely. They plan on having a 

few things in place to start the 
new year off in the right direc-
tion. 

With the recent announcement 
that Covid related restrictions 
are to be eased for fully vac-
cinated people, it provides us 
with some opportunities to 
hold Branch organized events. 
There are still some re-
strictions that must be adhered 
to such as the continuation of 
wearing masks and ensuring 
that any participants have a 
valid proof of vaccination 
passport. We must be vigilant 
though as these rules may 
change if there is an up-tick in 
cases. 

The Branch is also coming up 
to our annual AGM in Novem-
ber. Once again we are looking 
for members to come forward 
to take on some of the respon-
sibilities of keeping the Club a 
fun and interesting organiza-
tion.  

Looking forward to better times ahead  

EXTRA! EXTRA! 

GOOD NEWS! 
Monthly in-person meet-
ings to re-start Nov 18, 
7 pm  at the Legion in 
Lantzville. More details 
to come via email within 
next few weeks. Put the 
date on your calendar. 

mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
mailto:bjgrace@shaw.ca
mailto:dave_stewart@shaw.ca
mailto:moecccibsecretary@gmail.comail
mailto:mjamckay1@shaw.ca
mailto:oecccib@gmail.com
mailto:jrasmart@hotmail.com
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
mailto:oeccregalia@gmail.com
mailto:TR7@live.ca
mailto:arnett.j@telus.net
mailto:hale.w@telus.net
mailto:davidkelsey@shaw.ca
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Editor’s 
Notes 

Joe 
Smith 

A brief look at the cars that keep on giving us joy 

LOTUS 
The company was formed as Lotus 
Engineering Ltd. by engineers Colin 
Chapman and Colin Dare, both grad-
uates of University College, London, 
in 1952, but had earlier origins in 
1948 when Chapman built his first 

racing car in a garage.  

In its early days, Lotus sold cars 

aimed at privateer racers. Its early 
road cars could be bought as kits, in 
order to save on purchase tax. The 
kit car era ended in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, the Lotus Elan Plus 
Two being the first Lotus road car not 
to be offered in kit form and the Lotus 
Eclat and Lotus Elite of the mid-

1970s being offered only in factory 

built versions. 

The Lotus Seven, originating in the 
1950s as a simple, lightweight open 
two seater continued in production into 
the early 70s. Lotus then sold the 
rights to produce the Seven to Cater-
ham, which has continued to produce 

the car since then. 

Lotus was previously involved in For-
mula One racing, via Team Lotus,  
winning the Formula One World 

Championship seven times.  

Lotus Cars was co-founded and 
owned for many years by Colin Chap-
man. After his death and a period of 
financial instability, it was bought by 
General Motors, then Romano Artioli 
and DRB-HICOM through its subsidi-
ary Proton. It is currently owned by      

Chinese multinational Geely.  

The engineering consultancy firm Lo-
tus Engineering, an offshoot of Lotus 
Cars, has facilities in the United King-
dom, United States, China, and      

Malaysia.  

Mark I 

Our feature member’s story 

comes from Michael DeWilde 

who is embarking on a new 

chapter in his passion for Brit-

ish cars. After selling his much 

admired and award winning 

Austin Healy 3000 he has tak-

en on the responsibility of re-

storing a  2004 Jaguar XKR.  

While our ability as a Club to 

hold organized events has 

been curtailed there have been 

opportunities to showcase our 

cars by participating in events 

organized by others. Read the 

write-up reporting on a number 

of members who attended the 

Cowichan Fair on Sept 18. 

In our “Gone but not forgotten” 

series we look at Riley, a 

marque that was a part of the 

British motoring scene for 60 

years until British Leyland  took 

over the company and an-

nounced it would stop making 

Rileys in 1969. 

While not yet classified as 

“old”, there’s some interesting 

specs detailing the new John 

Cooper Mini submitted by   

Malcolm Hargrave. 

Got an interesting article? 
Send it along to me at 
joesmith@shaw.ca 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Chapman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Chapman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_College,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purchase_tax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lotus_Elan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lotus_Eclat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lotus_Eclat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lotus_Elite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lotus_Seven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caterham_Cars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caterham_Cars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Formula_One
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Formula_One
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Team_Lotus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Chapman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Chapman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romano_Artioli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DRB-HICOM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PROTON_Holdings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geely
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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Lotus Elan 

Lotus 99T 
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Eclat Super 7 

1948 Lotus Mark I 

Europa 
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1996 Lotus Elise 
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As of publica-
tion date we 
have 126 
memberships. 
This represents 198 single 
and family members.      
Together they own over 
180 cars. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE 
ALWAYS WELCOME 

The OECC is a club for people 
who are enthusiastic about 
English cars. Our members 
aren't all English, they aren't all 
old and some don’t even own 
English cars.  

Our mission is the preserva-
tion, restoration and enjoyment 

of English vehicles of all 
makes and models.  

We enjoy others who own or 
would like to own English    
vehicles and share our          
enthusiasm.  

So, whatever your interest, 
joining our club is a great way 
to enjoy your passion for    
British Cars.  

Guests and new members are 
always welcome at our meet-
ings and events.  

If this seems interesting we'd 
love to have you join us. 

More information and         
application forms can be 
found by going to ... 

https://www.oecc.ca/

join.htm  

By Dale 
Kastanis 

R eally Rare Cars    
In its heyday, Jensen 

built some incredible 

cars and made car bodies for ma-

jor manufacturers, including Ford 

and Chrysler. Most famous of 

Jensen's own cars were the pow-

erful and sexy Jensen Interceptor 

and its offshoot the FF. 
 

Unfortunately, in 1967 Jensen 

was in trouble. The roll downhill 

involved being sold a few times, 

going into receivership, being split 

into two companies and ultimately 

the rights to the Jenson brand 

names were sold. 
 

Money was eventually put togeth-

er by investors and in 1998 the 

Jensen SV-8 was launched.    

Production was a problem 

though and the 20 that were fin-

ished were a horror show of mis-

matched panel gaps and a parts-

bin interior that barely held to-

gether. 

Jensen SV-8 

Dallas Collins 

   1966 Jaguar S Type 

Chris Dahl 

   1980 Rolls Royce Silver      

   Shadow 

Welcome to 
the Club 

https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm


Beano 

8 

My new old Jaguar XKR 

By Michael De Wilde 
This is the story of my 2004 Jaguar 
XKR.  It started as a small itch 
which I felt obliged to scratch. The 
trouble with scratching is that it 
becomes habit forming and before 
you know it you’re doomed.  Any-

way, back to the car.   

I had been driving my 1964 Aus-
tin Healey 3000 Mklll for 14 
years.  It was an outstanding 
awarding winning car that had 
carried me faithfully and secure-
ly up and down the West coast 

of North America to ABFM’s and 
other shows .  But, as the sands of 
time ran on, my entry and exit 
from said vehicle was becoming a 
bit of an obstacle course.  Also, 
after a few hours of driving I was 
finding it easier to crawl out on 
the ground rather than stand up 
straight.  So, time for a change. 

The answer had to be sell the 
Healey and get something newer, 
faster, more comfortable.  Selling 
the Healey turned out to be a 
fairly quick and easy proposition 
and, armed with new funds, I 
started looking around for a new 
project.  The ongoing restrictions 
of Covid made all this more a 
computer exercise than actually 
going out to see a wide range of 
motor cars.  Finally, I found this 
2004 Jaguar XKR buried in the 

How the car looked 

when it was purchased. 
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outskirts of Victoria. 

A two day trip to the Provincial 
capital, making sure to take the 
Missus out for a splendid din-
ner helped pave the way for 
the acquisition of the car.  The 
trip home was interesting in 
that a number of lights started 
flashing on the panel and it 
was really raining very hard.  
The convertible roof did not  
leak so that was a positive 
point.  The window screen wip-
ers worked so that was good 
too.  The flashing panel lights 
did not stop me from following 
a “rabbit” up the Island High-
way at a very naughty rate of 
speed. 

The car’s history obviously 
starts in the UK and then it was 
shipped to Honolulu in early 
2004.  Three years and 25K 
miles later it turns up at auction 
and is bought and imported to 
Canada. 

Records show it then moved to 
Port Moody, Coquitlam and 
then Vancouver.  Around mid 
2016 it gets moved to Victoria 
and by this time it has travelled 
some 86K miles.   

When I bought the car, it 
showed 92K actual miles and 
the engine was strong and 
pulled very well.  There were 
some body issues with the 
paint but no rust and no signs 
of body repair or filler.  The 
driver’s seat had a hole worn 
in it and the overall appear-
ance was clean but tired. 

The car had not been driven in 
some time, so the tires had 

some flat spots which were 
stubborn to get out. 

I decided I would get the small 
body chips fixed, do the leather 
seat and sit back and just drive 
it. Just scratching that little itch.  
Nothing major, all very sensible 
and totally explainable at the 
dinner table! 

What occurred after that is an-
other installment in the time 
honoured hobby of “morphing”. 
The paint, which was OEM 
gray, came off the car in great 
chunks when they tried to prep 
it for some touch-ups.  Great 
big strips just fell away and 
they showed me how, with a 
razor blade, they could lift all 
the paint off a wing with no ef-
fort at all.  It had never been 
properly prepped when it had 
been repainted, so the paint 
never adhered to the body. 
Who knew? Now I am faced 
with a major decision.  Do I just 
spray paint it myself and lick 
my wounds or do I have it done 
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properly?  Words of my late fa-
ther ring in my ear,” Right lad, if 
you are going to do it, then do it 
right, no shorts cuts.” 

After looking  at the estimate for 
a new paint job and taking an-
other sniff of oxygen, I made 
the commitment to go ahead.  
The colour was to be my favor-
ite which had served me so well 
on the Healey.  California Sage 

green with a biscuit tan interi-
or, borrowed I admit from a 
2003 Aston Martin DB9 which 
I had sat in, in Gastown in 
Vancouver.  Oh yes, I had to 
explain away, after fixing the 
driver’s seat hole, why I now 
was going to strip the front 
and back seats so they could 
be recovered.  Interesting 
times!  Again, I silently 
thanked the Motor Gods for 

allowing the Healey to sell so 
well. 

One might be forgiven for think-
ing that I had run out of things 
to scratch.  Have you not been 
paying attention; I had not yet 
looked at the rims.  Original 
Jaguar rims with enough curb 
rash to make them unaccepta-
ble for a new paint job and inte-
rior.  Back to the drawing 
board.  Having, in past, put 
Century rims on my X type sta-
tion wagon I knew they were 
made especially for Jaguars 
and looked really great.  Some 
due diligence showed that 
there was indeed a set of 18 
x8.5 rims available and so 
these were acquired along with 
new rubber to complete the 
package. 

The paint was applied by Hid-
den Treasures Restorations in 
Courtenay and they are indeed 
magicians at what they do, plus 
they provide a lifetime guaran-
tee as long as I own the car.  
The leather was bought as a kit 
out of Topsonline in California 
and installed by Eldorado Up-
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holstery in Courtenay.  They 
are excellent at what they do.  
They are also extremely popu-
lar so getting an appointment is 
difficult and at the time of my 
work it was three months out.  I 
have another appointment for 
this coming winter to install a 
new hood which is on its way 
from Germany.   

None of this deals with the 
maintenance story which runs 
parallel to the body script.  I 
found Jerry’s Auto, out by the 
airport in Comox, and he has 
been amazing at sourcing and 
fitting various items which were 
just tired and need replacing. I 
have found some great suppli-
ers in the US and even more in 
the UK.  Prices in the UK are 
much cheaper for parts, but the 
freight costs are breath taking. 

So, it is now September and 
the car is almost finished (small 

itch) but there are no car 
shows until next year, so we 
have been having a great time 
nipping down to Nanaimo for 
no good reason, going to Cac-
tus Club and indulging in 
some mild retail therapy.  

I am now ready to start the 
next project, which is to ob-
tain, if possible, collector 
plates for a limited edition ve-
hicle.  Already, I have found 
that this is not going to an 
easy task. To be contin-
ued….itch and scratch! 

Since writing this I have a 
small update.  I lost the boost-
er vacuum hose which results 
in an error engine light and 
the display Restricted Perfor-
mance.  Never a pleasant sig-
nal to receive.   

Well, it is just a simple hose 
which runs down the side of 

the engine with a couple of 
plastic ends that clip in.  Buy a 
new one and replace.  Not so 
fast old gray haired Jaguar driv-
er!  First find said hose, part 
number AJ87222.  It is nowhere 
in North America.   

Twenty four hours later I can 
confirm it is nowhere in the 
United Kingdom.  I then remem-
bered a supplier I used seven 
years ago to buy hard to find 
electronics for my X Type Wag-
on.  Based in Tel Aviv, Israel he 
operates as Dr. Jaguar on 
eBay.  He is amazing at finding 
impossible pieces of Jaguar 
parts.  My brand new part 
AJ87222 is on its way to me.  
Stop itching on this one! 

From shirts to hats to badges and 
even mugs, look your best when 
you drive up to take part in one of 
our events.  
 

Check out the  Regalia 
page on our website or 
contact Marilyn Tarry 
for more info. 
https://www.oecc.ca/

catalog_regalia.htm 

https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
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Dave Harris 
For 23 years Dave has been 
one of the stalwarts of the CIB. 
From organizing events to tak-
ing off on numerous Brits 
Around BC excursions and 
participating with Linda in    
numerous local activities, he 
always  brought along that    
big smile and his tremendous            
enthusiasm. Dave passed 
away in late September. He 
will be missed by all who had 
the pleasure to know him.  

Rest in Peace Dave 

At the present time, Jaguar and 
Land Rover both fall under the 
same parent company umbrella 
but the story with their logos is 
quite different. In fact, Land 
Rover’s original icon was hard-
ly an icon at all. Rather, it was 
a metal nameplate with the 
word’s “Land Rover” bisected 
by a zig-zagging line – sug-
gested to be representative of 
the brand’s motto, “Above and 
Beyond,” and representative of 
their 4x4s’ capabilities.  

In 1989, when the metal name-
plate was finally replaced by a 
proper logo (the iconic green 
oval shown above), much of 
that original styling remained 
the same. However, the line no 
longer bisects the words but is 
instead hinted at by a pair of 
what look like apostrophes. 
 
Tata Motors of India bought 
Jaguar and Land Rover in an 
all-cash transaction of $2.3 bil-
lion from Ford in June 2008. 
Nearly half of what Ford Motor 
paid to acquire both brands.  
 
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR), cur-
rently builds Land Rovers in 
Brazil, China, India, Slovakia, 
and the United Kingdom.  

https://hiconsumption.com/whats-the-difference-off-roading-vs-overlanding/
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Following horrid weather preced-
ing the event, thirteen enthusiasts 
brought their cars. We had a num-
ber of cancellations in the days 
leading up but on the day it was 
just overcast with a couple of 
showers.  A relief to the gathering! 

We had attendees from both Is-
land branches of the OECC, and 
the Victoria MG and Jaguar Clubs. 

Michael De Wilde from the CIB  
brought his fully refurbished 2004 
Jaguar XJR convertible. It's first 
public appearance since painstak-
ing refinishing. The result is stun-
ning and drew much admiration. 

The Writer (SIB) had a couple of 
cars there, a 1972 TR6 and a 

2002 Jaguar XJR-100,  

The 1950 Land Rover fire truck 
deserves honourable mention.  A 
favourite with the children. He 
resides at the Maple Bay Hall 
and was restored  by one of their 
volunteers.  This has the tractor 
lights behind the grill.  A feature 
that ended in April 1950. 

"Snark" made a surprise appear-
ance.  Modified 1956 MGA with a 
289 V8 under the bon-
net.  Owner/creator Steve 
Yarme.  With a fascinating histo-
ry it drew a lot of attention from 
British and North American iron 
enthusiasts..  

Everyone agreed that it was a 
nice opportunity to meet up, and if 
it had not been for the fowl weath-
er prior to our gathering the at-
tendance would have been bet-
ter.  The Fair also was successful 
though numbers were down over 
past years due in part to Covid 
and the weather, but good for 
them to go ahead. Of mention, 
the turnout of vintage tractors, 
static engines, and mechanised 
logging equipment was first rate. 

Let's hope that next year we can 
"resume scheduled programming" 
including Brits on the Beach. 

Submitted by Eric Williamson 

September 18 - Cowichan Fair Excursion 
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Photos needed 
of you and 
your cars 
Members Only Gallery is an 

excellent tool to see pictures of 

members and their cars.   

These are evolving galleries so     

Steve Roebuck needs      

members to send in pictures  

of yourselves and your cars.  

Pictures of Us may also have 

to be updated if you have an 

old  picture of your-

selves in the Gal-

lery or have sold or 

bought another car. 

Send Steve your 

photos via email to  

steve@rbck.ca 

You can access your info by  

going to the following link:  

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/

photo_gallery.htm 

mailto:steve@rbck.ca
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm
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Gone but not forgotten 

I 
n 1890 during the pedal cy-

cle craze that swept Britain 

at the end of the 19th centu-

ry William Riley Jr. who had inter-

ests in the textile industry pur-

chased the Bonnick Cycle Com-

pany of Coventry.  in 1896 he in-

corporated a company to own it 

named The Riley Cycle Company 

Limited. 

Riley's middle son, Percy, left 

school in the same year and 

soon began to dabble in automo-

biles. He built his first car at 16, 

in 1898, secretly, because his 

father did not approve. It fea-

tured the first mechanically op-

erated inlet valve. By 1899, 

Percy Riley moved from pro-

ducing motorcycles to his first 

prototype four-wheeled quadri-

cycle.  

Little is known about Percy Ri-

ley's first "motor-car". It is, how-

ever, well attested that the en-

gine featured mechanically op-

erated cylinder valves at a time 

when other engines depended 

on the vacuum effect of the de- 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorcycle
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descending piston to suck the 
inlet valves open. 
  

Riley's founder William Riley 
remained resolutely opposed to 
diverting the resources of his 
bicycle business into motor 
cars and in 1902 three of his 
sons, Victor, Percy and young-
er brother Allan Riley pooled 
resources, borrowed a neces-
sary balancing amount from 
their mother and in 1903 estab-
lished the separate Riley En-
gine Company, also in Coven-
try. 
 

At first, the Riley Engine Com-
pany simply supplied engines 
for Riley motorcycles and also 
to Singer, a newly emerging 
motorcycle manufacturer in the 
area, but the Riley Engine 
Company soon began to focus 
on four-wheeled automobiles. 
Their Vee-Twin Tourer proto-
type, produced in 1905, can be 
considered the first proper Riley 
car. The Riley Engine Company 
expanded the next year. Wil-
liam Riley reversed his former 

opposition to his sons' prefer-
ence for motorised vehicles 
and Riley Cycle halted motor-
cycle production in 1907 to 
focus on automobiles. Bicycle 
production also ceased in 
1911.  
 

In early 1913, Percy was 
joined by three of his brothers 
(Victor, Stanley, and Allan) to 
focus on manufacturing entire 

automobiles. The works was 
located near Percy's Riley En-
gine Company. The first new 
model, the 17/30, was intro-
duced at the London Motor 
Show that year.  
 

Soon afterwards, Stanley Riley 
founded yet another business, 
the Nero Engine Company, to 
produce his own 4-cylinder 
10 hp (7.5 kW) car. Riley also 
began manufacturing aeroplane 
engines and became a key 
supplier in Britain's buildup for 
World War I.  
 

In 1918, after the war, the Riley 
companies were restructured. 
Nero joined Riley (Coventry) as 
the sole producer of automo-
biles. Riley Motor Manufactur-
ing under the control of Allan 
Riley became Midland Motor 
Bodies, a coachbuilder for Ri-
ley. Riley Engine Company 
continued under Percy as the 
engine supplier. At this time, 
Riley's blue diamond badge, 
designed by Harry Rush, also 
appeared. The motto was "As  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singer_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_Motor#cite_note-Motor196911-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeroplane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coachbuilder
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old as the industry, as modern 
as the hour."  

Riley grew rapidly through the 
1920s and 1930s. The Riley 
Engine Company produced 4, 
6, and 8 cylinder engines, while 
Midland built more than a doz-
en different bodies.  

Introduced in 1926 in a humble 
but innovatively designed fabric 
bodied saloon, Percy Ri-
ley's ground-breaking Riley 
9 engine- a small capacity, 
high revving unit- was 
ahead of its time in many 
respects. Having hemi-
spherical combustion 
chambers and inclined 
overhead valves, it has 
been called the most signif-
icant engine development 
of the 1920s. With twin 
camshafts set high in the 
cylinder block and valves 
operated by short push-
rods, it provided power and 
efficiency without the ser-
vicing complexity of an 

OHC (overhead camshaft) lay-
out.  

It soon attracted the attention 
of tuners and builders of 
'specials' intended for sporting 
purposes. One such was engi-
neer/driver J.G. Parry-Thomas, 
who conceived the Riley 
Brooklands' (initially called the 
'9' Speed Model) in his work-
shops at the banked Surrey 

circuit. After Parry-Thomas was 
killed during a land speed rec-
ord attempt in 1927, his close 
collaborator Reid Railton 
stepped in to finish the job. Of-
ficially backed by Riley, the 
Brooklands, along with later 
developments and variations 
such as the 'Ulster' Imp, MPH, 
and Sprite, proved some of the 
most successful works and pri-
vateer racing cars of the late 
1920s and early 1930s. At Le 
Mans in 1934, Rileys finished 
2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th and 12th, 
winning the Rudge-Whitworth 
Cup, the Team Prize, two class 
awards, and the Ladies' Prize  

For series production, the en-
gine configuration was extend-
ed into a larger 12 horsepower 
'4', six-cylinder and even V8 
versions, powering an increas-
ingly bewildering range of tour-
ing and sports cars.  

 

By about 1936, however, the 
business had overextended,  

1935 Riley Kestrel Sa-

The 9 h.p. Riley Colonial Model with interchangeable and spare wheels. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weymann_Fabric_Bodies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J.G._Parry-Thomas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reid_Railton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudge-Whitworth
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with too many models and few 
common parts, and the emer-
gence of Jaguar at Coventry 
was a direct challenge. Disa-
greements between the Riley 
brothers about the future direc-
tion of the enterprise grew. Vic-
tor Riley had set up a new ultra-
luxury concern, Autovia, to pro-
duce a V8 saloon and limou-
sine to compete with Rolls-
Royce.  
 

By 1937, Riley began to look to 
other manufacturers for part-
nerships. A contract with Briggs 
Motor Bodies of Dagenham to 
provide all-steel bodies for a 
cheaper, more mass-market 
saloon had already turned sour, 
with dozens of unsold bodies 
littering the factory. It had with-
drawn from works racing after 
its most successful year 1934. 
 

Germany was interested in ex-
panding its range into England. 
But the Riley brothers were 
more interested in a larger Brit-
ish concern, and looked to Tri-
umph Motor Company, also of 
Coventry, as a natural fit. In 
February 1938, all negotiations 
were suspended. On 24 Febru-
ary the directors placed Riley 

(Coventry) Limited and Auto-
via in voluntary receivership. 
On 10 March the Triumph 
board announced merger ne-
gotiations had been dropped. 

It was announced on 9 Sep-
tember 1938 that the assets 
and goodwill of Riley Motors 
(Coventry) Limited had been 
purchased from the receiver 
by Lord Nuffield and he would 
on completion transfer owner-
ship to Morris Motors Limited . 
 

Nuffield took quick measures 
to firm up the Riley business. 

Autovia was no more, with just 
35 cars having been produced. 
Riley refocused on the 4-
cylinder market with two en-
gines: A 1.5-litre 12 hp engine 
and the "Big Four", a 2.5-litre 
16 hp unit (The hp figures are 
RAC Rating and bear no rela-
tionship to bhp or kW). Only a 
few bodies were produced prior 
to the onset of war in 1939 and 
some components were shared 
with Morris for economies of 
scale.  
 

After World War II, Riley took up 
the old engines in new models, 
based in concept on the 1936-8 
'Continental', a fashionable 
'notchback' design whose name 
had been changed prior to re-
lease to 'Close-Coupled Touring 
Saloon' owing to feared objec-
tions from Rolls-Royce.  
 

The RMA models used the 1.5-
litre engine, while the RMB got 
the Big Four. Both engines, be-
ing derived from pre-war mod-
els, lent themselves as power  

1935 Riley Brooklands-Style Special Race Car 

1937 | Riley 15/6 Tourer Special 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autovia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Limited
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Limited
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morris,_1st_Viscount_Nuffield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_RM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_RM
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Kestrel saloon 1968 

units for specials and new spe-
cialist manufacturers, such as 
Donald Healey.  
 

The RMC, a 3-seater roadster 
was an unsuccessful attempt to 
break into the American mar-
ket, while the RMD was an ele-
gant 4/5-seater two-door drop-
head, of which again few were 
made. The 1.5-litre RME and 
2.5-litre RMF were later devel-
opments of the saloon versions, 
which continued in production 
into the mid-fifties. 
 

 In early 1949 the Coventry 
works were made an extension 
of Morris Motors' engine 
branch. Riley production was 
consolidated with MG at Abing-
don. Wolseley production was 
moved to Cowley. Nuffield's 
marques were then organised 
in a similar way to those of 
General Motors: Morris was the 
value line, and Wolseley the 
luxury marque. Aside from their 
small saloons MG largely of-
fered spartan performance, es-

pecially with their open sports 
cars, while Riley sought to be 
both sporty and luxurious.  
 

The confusion became critical 
in 1952 with the merger of 
Nuffield and Austin as the Brit-
ish Motor Corporation. Now, 
Riley was positioned between 
MG and Wolseley and most 
Riley models would become, 
like those, little more than 
badge-engineered versions of 
Austin/Morris designs  

The first all-new Riley under 
BMC, however, was designat-
ed the RMH, and because of its 
distinctive engine and suspen-
sion design, has been called 
'the last real Riley'. This was 
the Pathfinder, with Riley's fa-
miliar 2.5-litre four developed to 
produce 110 bhp. The Path-
finder body was later reworked 
and, with a different engine and 
rear suspension, sold as the 
Wolseley 6/90.  

 

Riley and Wolseley were linked 
in small cars as well. Launched 
in 1957, the Riley One-Point-
Five and Wolseley 1500 were 
based on the unused but in-
tended replacement for the 
Morris Minor. They shared their 
exteriors, but the Riley was 
marketed as the more perfor-
mance-oriented option, having 
an uprated engine, twin S.U. 
carburetters and a close-ratio 
gearbox. With its good han-
dling, compact, sports-saloon 
styling and well-appointed inte-
rior, the One-Point-Five quite 
successfully recaptured the 
character of the 1930s light sa-
loons.  

Two-Point-Six saloon 1959 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_Kestrel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Healey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MG_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abingdon,_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abingdon,_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Motors_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolseley_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Badge_engineering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_Pathfinder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolseley_6/90
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_One-Point-Five
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_One-Point-Five
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolseley_1500
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_Two-Point-Six
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Elf Mk III saloon 1968 

At the top of the Riley line for 
April 1959 was the new Riley 4/
Sixty-Eight saloon. Again, it 
was merely a badge-
engineered version of other 
BMC models.  

 

The early 1960s also saw the 
introduction of the Riley Elf 
based on the original Mini. 
Again, a Wolseley model (the 
Hornet) was introduced simulta-
neously. This time, the Riley 
and Wolseley versions were 
differentiated visually by their 
grilles but identical mechanical-
ly.  
 

The final model of the BMC era 
was the Kestrel 1100/1300, 
based on the Austin/Morris 
1100/1300 saloon (BMC 
ADO16). This also had sta-
blemates in Wolseley and MG 
versions. Following objections 
from diehard Riley enthusiasts, 

Jokers used to say that that Riley listed more models than it built 

cars, and indeed one's head spins at the proliferation of type names 

and symbols.  

the Kestrel name was dropped 
for the last facelift in 1968, the 
Riley 1300.  
 

Between 1966 and 1968, a 
series of mergers took place in 
the British motor industry, ulti-
mately creating the British 
Leyland Motor Corporation, 
whose management em-
barked on a programme of ra-
tionalisation in which the Riley 
marque was an early casualty. 
The badge began to be dis-

continued in many export mar-
kets almost immediately . 
 

A BLMC press release was re-
ported in The Times of 9 July 
1969: "British Leyland will stop 
making Riley cars from today. 
"With less than 1 per cent of 
the home market, they are not 
viable" the company said last 
night. The decision will end 60 
years of motoring history. No 
other marques in the British 
Leyland stable are likely to suf-
fer the same fate "in the fore-
seeable future".  

Surviving well-preserved exam-
ples of the period are now con-
sidered desirable classics, the 
Riley 'face' and badge lending 
a distinctive character. The 
needs of enthusiasts are met 
by the Riley Motor Club, the 
original factory Club founded in 
1925.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_Elf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riley_4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mini#Wolseley_Hornet_and_Riley_Elf_(1961–69)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BMC_ADO16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BMC_ADO16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolseley_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MG_Cars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Leyland_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Leyland_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BLMC
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The 2021 Mini John Cooper Works GP 

VEHICLE TYPE 
front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 2-
passenger, 2-door hatchback 
 

PRICE AS TESTED 
$45,750 USD ($57,645 CDN) 
 

ENGINE TYPE 
turbocharged and intercooled 
DOHC 16-valve inline-4, alumi-
num block and head, direct fuel 
injection 

 

Displacement 
122 in3, 1998 cm3

 

 

Power 
301 hp @ 6250 rpm 
 

Torque 
332 lb-ft @ 1750 rpm 

 

TRANSMISSION 
8-speed automatic 

CHASSIS 
Suspension (F/R): struts/multilink 
Brakes (F/R): 14.2-in vented 
disc/10.2-in disc 
Tires: Hankook Ventus S1 Evo Z, 
225/35R-18 87Y ★ 

 

DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase: 98.2 in 
Length: 152.7 in 
Width: 69.4 in 
Height: 55.9 in 
Passenger volume: 49 ft3 
Cargo volume: 33 ft3 
Curb weight: 2,894 lb 

 

Car & Driver TEST RESULTS 
60 mph: 4.7 sec 
100 mph: 10.8 sec 
130 mph: 19.3 sec 
1/4 mile: 13.1 sec @ 110 mph 
Top speed (mfr's claim): 165 mph 
 

Car & Driver FUEL ECONOMY 
Observed: 25 US mpg = 30 Impe-
rial mpg  
75-mph highway driving: 35 US 
mpg = 42 Imperial mpg 
Highway range: 400 miles 

 

EPA FUEL ECONOMY 
Combined/city/highway: 26/24/30 
US mpg = 31/29/36 Imperial mpg 

 

Australian Road Test:  

https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xIv8NIevYN4 

You burn more calories sleep-

ing than you do watching tele-

vision. 

No piece of paper can be fold-

ed more than seven times. 

The king of hearts is the only 

king without a mustache. 

The first product to have a bar 

code was Wrigley’s gum. 

Venus is the only planet that 

rotates clockwise. 

Oak trees do not produce acorns 

until they are 50 years old. 

Fredrick William Bremer, a 

plumber and gas fitter, built the 

first British four-wheeled petrol-

engined motor car which made 

its first road appearance in 1894. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIv8NIevYN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIv8NIevYN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIv8NIevYN4
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Watching 

Worth The internet is filled with stories 

and videos. In our case there are 

many that focus on the British 

cars that we have all come to ap-

preciate. You may have come 

across some of these but they are 

all worth sharing. 

The story of the MG sports car  

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MLVVIasW7to  

British Sports Car Challenge 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=SOZhSQdv-Bc 

The Triumph TR story 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4 

Upcoming Events 

With Winter just around the cor-

ner our new Events Promotion 

Team has been working on de-

veloping a number of activities 

that will help us enjoy the sea-

son. They plan on having a list 

that will be made available 

soon. 

They will also be looking for 

members to help organize 

these events so please con-

sider taking on some responsi-

bility so that your fellow mem-

bers can get the most out of 

their OECC SIB membership. 

Really       
is the best 
medicine 

The OECC website is 

your gateway to a 

wealth of information.      

https://www.oecc.ca/ 

A man was driving down a 

country road in the middle of 

dairy farm country when his car 

stalled inexplicably. He got out and 

raised the hood to see if he could 

find out what had happened. A 

brown and white cow slowly lum-

bered from the field she had been 

grazing in over to the car and 

stuck her head under the hood be-

side the man. After a moment 

the cow looked at the man and 

said, "Looks like a bad carbuera-

tor to me." Then she walked 

back into the field and began 

grazing again. 

Amazed, the man walked back to 

the farmhouse he had just 

passed, where he met a farmer. 

"Hey, mister, is that your cow in 

the field?" he asked. The farmer 

replied, "The brown and white 

one? Yep, that's old Bessie." The 

man then said, "Well my car's bro-

ken down and she just said, 'Looks 

like a bad carburetor to me.'" The 

farmer shook his head and said, 

"Don't mind old Bessie, son. She 

don't know a thing about cars." 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLVVIasW7to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLVVIasW7to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOZhSQdv-Bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOZhSQdv-Bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4
https://www.oecc.ca/
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Leather items can be made to 

order so please order early 

From caps to coasters, we’ve 
got a number of items in 

stock that would make 
great Christmas gifts! 

Check out the chart below to see what 

is available. Contact Marilyn Tarry to 

place your order. Phone 250-591-3124     

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

Framed MG 
prints 17”x17” 

MG TC  $25 

MG A    $25 

MG B    $25 

Buy all 3 for 
$60 

mailto:oeccregalia@gmail.com
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DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this publication as a 

service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars parts or services. The 

OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no responsibility for 

their veracity.  

Support our advertisers, they make this publication possible 

 

Advertise 
 Here 

3 5/8” x 2 1/4” 
9.2 cm x 5.72 cm 

 

Business Size Card Ad 

Check out the OECC Classified Pages https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_ads.htm 
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