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Volunteers Make It Happen! 

Team Leader 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Bill Grace 

250-390-0779 

bjgrace@shaw.ca 

New member Coordinator 

Dave Stewart 

250-752-6149 

dave_stewart@shaw.ca 

Membership Coordinator 

Dale Kastanis 

778-908-7339 

oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

Social Media Coordinator 

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Webmaster 

Pat James 

250-713-1698 

oecccib@gmail.com 

Presentation Coordinator 

Need a new volunteer 

 

jrasmart@hotmail.com 

Beano Editor 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Leadership Team Regalia 

Marilyn Tarry 

250-591-3124 

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

 

Events Promotion Team 

Howard Lockhart               

TR7@live.ca                                     

250-802-3340 

June Arnett                     

arnett.j@telus.net                                  

604-277-6886 

Warren Hale                    

hale.w@telus.net 

604-341-3252 

David Kelsey                                 

davidkelsey@shaw.ca 

250-752-8849 

While we have all had to deal 
with health restrictions as to 
what we can and cannot do, 
there are certainly many ways 
we can get together to share in 
our passion for our British cars. 

If we follow the rules we can do 
this safely as was evidenced 
(see photo) at the December 
Branch meeting held at the Le-
gion in Lantzville. 

The winter months keep many 
of our cars under wraps but 
there are ways we can enjoy 
each others’ company. For ex-
ample the Polar Bear Walk 
coming up on January 2 is a 

great way to get face-to-face 
with other members. And as 
we look ahead to what our 
Events Promotion Team has in 
store for excursions and runs 

there is a lot of optimism that 
we will be able to get out and 
do what we like to do best … 
drive our cars. 

Happy New Year! 

2022 is just a few days away so lets 
make a commitment to do more 

mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
mailto:bjgrace@shaw.ca
mailto:dave_stewart@shaw.ca
mailto:moecccibsecretary@gmail.comail
mailto:mjamckay1@shaw.ca
mailto:oecccib@gmail.com
mailto:jrasmart@hotmail.com
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
mailto:oeccregalia@gmail.com
mailto:TR7@live.ca
mailto:arnett.j@telus.net
mailto:hale.w@telus.net
mailto:davidkelsey@shaw.ca
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Editor’s 
Notes 

Joe 
Smith 

A brief look at the cars that keep on giving us joy 

Thinking of converting your wire 
wheels to bolt on discs? The arti-
cle by Kurt Luneburg beginning 
on page 8 provides some great 
advice on how to go about mak-
ing it happen. 

Recently my speedo gauge de-
cided to drop its needle to the 
bottom of the glass housing. This 
got me thinking about Smiths in-
struments and discovered how 
prevalent their products are in 
many of our vehicles. See page 
16 for a brief history of the com-
pany. (My speedo is not fixed yet 
but I did enjoy doing the re-
search.) 

Back in the good old days when 
auto enthusiasts wanted to make 
a statement, they turned to using 
figureheads mounted on the front 
of their cars. Some of them such 
as the Rolls Royce Spirit of Ec-
stasy had a unique story behind 
their development. See page 23. 

In looking ahead to next year I 
would really like to see more sto-
ries about you and your cars. 
When di d you first get involved 
with British cars? What are you 
driving now? How did you get in-
volved with the OECC? Got 
some tips and ideas for restora-
tion and servicing? 

Remember, this is your newslet-
ter so it really should be all about 
you. 

Got an interesting article? Send it 
along to me at 
joesmith@shaw.ca 

TR2  
1953 - 1955 

The Triumph TR2 is a sports 
car produced by the Standard 
Motor Company in the United 
Kingdom between 1953 and 
1955. It was only available as 
a roadster.  
 

The car has a 1991 cc four-
cylinder Standard wet liner 
inline-four engine from the 
Vanguard, fitted with twin H4 
type SU Carburettors and 
tuned to increase its output to 
90 bhp. The body was mount-
ed on a substantial separate 
chassis with coil-sprung inde-
pendent suspension at the 

front and a leaf spring live axle 
at the rear. Either wire or disc 
wheels could be supplied as an 
option. The transmission was a 
four-speed manual unit with 
optional top gear overdrive. 
Lockheed drum brakes were 
fitted all round.  

A total of 8,636 TR2s were pro-
duced. It was replaced by the 
TR3 in 1955.  

mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roadster_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_wet_liner_inline-four_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_wet_liner_inline-four_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Vanguard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SU_Carburettor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_suspension
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_suspension
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Live_axle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overdrive_(mechanics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automotive_Products
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drum_brakes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_TR3
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As of publica-
tion date we 
have 128 
memberships. 
This represents 200 single 
and family members.      
Together they own over 
180 cars. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE 
ALWAYS WELCOME 

The OECC is a club for people 
who are enthusiastic about 
English cars. Our members 
aren't all English, they aren't all 
old and some don’t even own 
English cars.  

Our mission is the preserva-
tion, restoration and enjoyment 

of English vehicles of all 
makes and models.  

We enjoy others who own or 
would like to own English    
vehicles and share our          
enthusiasm.  

So, whatever your interest, 
joining our club is a great way 
to enjoy your passion for    
British Cars.  

Guests and new members are 
always welcome at our meet-
ings and events.  

If this seems interesting we'd 
love to have you join us. 

More information and         
application forms can be 
found by going to ... 

https://www.oecc.ca/

join.htm  

By Dale 
Kastanis 

Our new look website is 
up and running. With 
your CIB login you can 
now check out the com-
plete roster of members 
in all the other Branches. 

Plus over the next few 
months you will be able 
to find out what the other 
Branches have in store 
for runs and events. 

And of course you can 
access our own CIB     
pages. 

It’s time to renew 
your membership 

Hurry! If you want to get in on the 
draw to win back your dues you 
only have a couple of days. The 
deadline for the draw is midnight 
December 31. 

With our new system it is easy to renew your member-
ship on-line. All you have to do is go to the OECC 
website, https://oecc.ca/  Click on the red JOIN/
RENEW box and follow the prompts.  
 

For those who prefer to pay by cheque, payment can 
be mailed or dropped off to: OECC, Central Island 
Branch, 308 - 194 Cliff Street, Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5E7 

https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
https://oecc.ca/
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CONVERT MGB FROM WIRE WHEELS TO 
BOLT-ON (DISC) WHEELS (or vice versa) 

T 
his article is based on my 
experience in switching 
over from wire wheels to 

disc (bolt-on) wheels but is not an 
exhaustive account of every and 
all parts, suppliers, or procedures.  
Reasons vary as to why one 
would do this and include need to 
replace wheels, looks, desired tire 
size, difficulty in finding a tire shop 

to balance wire wheels, etc.  I’ve 
recently converted my 1967 MGB 
GT with tube (Salisbury) axle 
from 14” wire (spline drive) to 15” 
bolt on (disc wheel).   
 
These procedures generally ap-
ply to other British cars, particu-
larly those that use different axle 
widths. 

The primary assumption in this 
article is that you have access to a 
good set of hand tools and are 
comfortable working on the car.  
This is not a step-by-step instruc-
tion but a guide which assumes 
you understand the steps implied; 
detailed instructions are found in 
MGB service manuals.  Any spe-
cialized tools (pullers, large sock-
ets, torque wrenches, etc.) can 
usually be rented through auto 
parts stores; Canadian Tire has an 
excellent program.  Additionally, 
there is no stated or implied guar-
antee that anything in this docu-
ment will in fact work with your ve-
hicle.  These are 40+ year old cars 
and may have had extensive 
“previous owner” work or modifica-

This article can be used in reverse, switching from disc to 
wire wheels.  The significant differences is that you CAN NOT 
mount original wire wheel hubs to a disc axle.  You must use 
a rear disc-to-wire conversion hub (Moss 111-490); this is to 
accommodate the difference in axle width.  Or alternately, in-
stall a wire wheel axle and F hubs. 
 
More info here:  https://mossmotoring.com/adding-wire-wheels-is-simply-a-bolt-on-job/  

By Kurt Luneburg, 
1967 MGB GT 

https://mossmotoring.com/adding-wire-wheels-is-simply-a-bolt-on-job/
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tions done over the years.  The 
parts lists are only the bare mini-
mum and actual requirements vary 
depending on your car’s overall 
condition and maintenance re-
quirements. 
 

The first section is based on the 
MGExp.com tech article Convert 
Your MGB Wire Wheels to Bolt-
On by Bruno DeVuono (used with 
permission). 
 

The first decision to make is how 
are you going to handle the rear 
axle; retain original axle or swap 
out for a disc axle?  This is the 
biggest decision as it drives your 
following steps and what parts are 
required.  Front conversion is 
straight forward but the wire wheel 
rear axle is about 1.5” NARROW-
ER than a disc wheel axle.  This 
means that (depending on what 
wheels you select - more on that 
later) you may need to add spac-
ers if retaining the original wire 
axle. 
 

Note:  I started down the “keep 
original axle” route but chose to 
swap in the end; neither is better 
or worse, just driven by different 
choices. 
 

Keep Original Tube Axle 

You will need the following parts to 
do the rear axle: 

 
A set of rear original MGB 4 bolt 
hubs. Bolt pattern is 4"x 4.5”.  New 
rears are available from Moss 
USA (~$200 USD ea.) or Rimmer 

Bros UK (~£80 ea.).  I sourced 
locally a good used set. 
4 x brake drum retaining screws 
(if not with the used hubs). 
8 x metric wheel studs. 12mm x 
1.5 (2.5" long). 
8 x metric lug nuts (12mm x 1.5). 
2 x rear wheel spacers. 
New cotter pins.8 x metric lug 
nuts (12mm x 1.5). 
2 x rear wheel spacers. 
New cotter pins. 

Rear Hub procedure 

The original rear studs will be too 
short and need to be removed.  
The metric size is 12mm x 1.5 
(2.5" long). You can buy either 
ARP 100-7708 or Moser 8255.  
Either will work and you can buy 
them from a variety of sources 
on-line or locally depending on 
location.  

 

The metric size is the only stud 
that is a direct swap for the origi-
nal.  The original studs need to be 
either hammered or pressed out.  
My small sledgehammer had no 
problem removing them. If you 
don't have a press, you can "pull" 
the studs on using an opened end 
lug nut or a series of washers and 
a M12x1.5 nut.  Tap the stud into 
place to get it started.  Place the 
hub in a vice and put a few wash-
ers over the stud, turn the re-
versed lug nut (conical side facing 
away from the hub) or M12x1.5 
nut until it contacts the hub face 
(washers).  Keep turning and it will 
pull the stud into place.  Remove 
the nut (and washers). 

 
The rear swap is straight forward.  
Remove the cotter pin and axle 
shaft nut (1 5/16") and pull the 
wire wheel hub off.  There is a split 
axle shaft collar behind the nut 
that comes out with the hub.  
You'll need this for the new hub.  
 
The torque spec for the axle 
shaft nut is 150 ft/lbs. so you'll 
probably need a heavy-duty 
breaker bar or impact gun to 
remove it.  It's a good idea to 
spray some good penetrating 
lubricant on the nut, let it sit for 
about one hour before removing. 
 
Because of the tight fit you may 
need a hub puller.  I removed the 
hubs on my disc axle to do some 
preventive maintenance and paint 
the parts.  One side came off easi-
ly with the puller but the other 
proved more difficult.  I tensioned 

http://MGExp.com
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Now refit brake drums with the 4 
screws (2/side).  Adjust brakes, 
put on spacers (if needed) and 
new wheels, and you are good to 
go. 

Front Hubs Procedure 

You will need the following parts 
to do the front hubs: 
 
A set of front original MGB 4 bolt 
hubs.  Bolt pattern is 4"x 4.5”.  
Fronts are NLA and I sourced lo-
cally a good used set. 
2 x Grease caps.  I bought new 
caps, but they were very loose; I 
used a large socket to expand the 
open end and get a tight fit. 
Your existing front bearing parts if 
in good condition but I would rec-
ommend new as the cost is 
around $25 CDN per wheel.  Get 
a shim kit or assortment of shims 
as well. 
8 x standard lug nuts (1/2-20).  
8 x metric wheel studs, Moser 
8254.  12mm x 1.5 (1.5" long) *.   
8 x metric lug nuts (12mm x 1.5) *.   
2 x front wheel spacers*. 
New cotter pins if not purchased 
as part of a bearing kit. 

* Optional.  The metric front lugs 
and nuts are only required if you 
want to keep all 16 lugs the same 
metric thread.  You can also use 
the same 2.5” studs as the rear 

and cut them down as needed.  
The front spacers are only re-
quired if using a non-standard off-
set (see Wheel Selection section).  
 
To remove the front hub: 
 
Remove the brake caliper off the 
rotor.  There's no need to remove 
any of the brake hydraulic lines or 
pads.  Just remove the caliper and 
hang it off to the side using wire or 
rope.  DO NOT let it hang from the 
rubber hose. 
Remove the internal grease cap (if 
fitted). 
Remove the cotter pin and axle nut 
(size is 1 1/8"). 

Remove the keyed washer fol-
lowed by the outer bearing (a few 
shims should come out with the 
outer bearing). 
Now slide the hub off (the rotor is 
bolted to the hub and will need to 
later be removed and bolted to the 
new hub). 

Now remove the oil seal, inner 
bearing, followed by the spacer 
(you will need this part).  If you are 
careful, you may be able to reuse 
bearings and seals off the old 

 up the puller till I couldn’t turn it 
anymore and left it on the hub; 
about 5 minutes later there was a 
loud crack and the hub released 
from the axle with no damage.   
 
Note: Because the nut is recessed 
within the wire hub, some 1 5/16” 
sockets will not fit the opening, a 
34mm works as well.  

 
This is a good time to check on 
the condition of the rear bearings 
and hub seal.  If the pinion seal or 
diff gear thrust washers are sus-
pect, now is a perfect time to ser-
vice them as well.  This article 
doesn’t cover these jobs, but info 
can be found online or in the ser-
vice manuals.  These tasks are 
straightforward and do (should) 
not require specialized tools.  Ad-
ditionally, if the diff is showing 
signs of excessive play, you can 
replace the thrust washers (anti-
clunk).  Replace diff oil. 

 
Refit in reverse order, tighten the 
axle nut up to 150 ft/lbs. and to 
next cotter pin hole, for me it was 
only a small additional turn to get 
the castle nut and hole to align.  
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hubs, but I would recommend get-
ting new ones as they aren’t ex-
pensive. 
 
Please note that there will also be 
a metal oil seal collar that fits be-
tween the rubber oil seal and the 
radius of the spindle, this must 
install the correct way (radius in). 

 
Fasten the rotor onto the hub be-
fore any bearing work.  If refresh-
ing the bearing races, it is recom-
mended that you place the races 
in a freezer for at least 24 hrs., 

this will make installation easier.  
Bearing race installation kit avail-
able for rent from Canadian Tire.  
Front hubs require an end float 
between .002” and .004".  I 
bought an inexpensive (~$45 
CDN) magnetic dial gauge and it 
made setting the float very easy.  
Setting the end float is an iterative 
process but is straight forward 
once you decipher the manual. 
 

Swap Tube Axle 

Rear Axel Procedure 

 
You will need the following parts 
to swap the rear axle: 
 
A disc wheel axle rear end.  A 
disc axle is 1.5” wider than a wire 
one.  
E-brake cable for bolt-on wheels 
appropriate for car (CB or RB). 
 
Note: Make sure you have the e-
brake mounting bracket and bolts 
with the replacement axle or 
you’ll need to swap.  These are 
NLA and are often removed from 
surplus rear ends. 
 
Detailed instruction to remove the 
rear end are found in MGB ser-
vice manuals.  This is an excel-
lent opportunity to refresh, 
brakes, suspension bushing, and 
check condition of shock links.  
Make sure axle is well supported 
as you disconnect suspension.  
 
Rough steps are: 
 
Disconnect hydraulic and e-brake 
lines. 
Remove exhaust if possible 
though you can work around if if 
you have two people. 
Remove suspension (leaf springs 
and shock link). 
Disconnect from driveshaft. 
Remove axle. 

Refit is reverse; bleed and adjust 
brakes, fit wheels and enjoy. 
 

Front Hubs Procedure 
 
No different than previous instruc-
tions. 
 

Wheel & Tire Selection 
 
Decision #2.  Wheel selection is a 
very personal choice but limited to 
what will reasonably fit without 
body (rear arch) modifications un-
less you are going that route.  A 
Sebring kit is a popular and period 
appropriate body kit that accom-
modates larger wheels.   
 
MGB hubs are 4.5” (114.3 mm) 
PDC with a 73mm bore, this is the 
same as a lot of early JDM cars 
(Datsun, Toyota, etc.).  Stock disc 
wheels use a +22mm offset.  This 
means the wheel to hub interface 
is 22mm outboard of the centerline 
of the wheel.  A higher positive 
offset brings the wheel closer into 
the body (hub/wheel interface 
moves further outboard), while a 
lower or negative offset moves the 
wheel out (hub/wheel interface 
moves further inboard).  
Early roadster steel disc wheels 
where 14 x 4.5J and GT’s 14 x 
5.0J.  Rostyle, LE, and V8 rims are 
14 x 5.5J. 
 
Wire (spline) wheels come in a 
variety of flavours and spoke con-
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figurations and early wheels follow 
the roadster narrow, GT wider for-
mula.  14” were standard but you 
can fit 15” (MGC) wheels.  Minilite 
(8 spoke) style are also available.  
Wire wheels require tubes, though 
modern ones are technically 
“tubeless”, and special balancing 
procedures hence a specialty tire 
shop is a must. 
 

Wheel Spacers 

If you are swapping hubs, then 
you will (likely) need rear wheel 
spacers.  Since a wire axle is 1.5” 
narrower this means the disc 
wheels will be inboard about 3/4” 
each side and will probably rub on 
the inner arch especially using 
modern tires.  You will need to 
space the wheels out and spacers 
are available from a variety of 
sources.  The exact spacing and 
how much each side is installation 
dependent; the offset on your 
wheel determines what spacing 
you’ll need and there is incidental 
evidence that some axles don’t sit 
exactly on center which means 
spacing may be different side-to-
side (on alignment my centerline 
was 0.08º, well within tolerances, 
almost perfectly centered).  Spac-
er quality varies widely, and it is 
best to purchase billet spacers of 
the correct width.  You can elimi-
nate the need for spacers by us-
ing REAR wheels with a zero to 
low + offset.  If you purchase four 
wheels with low offset this push 
your fronts out…...and causes 
other issue.  Be warned. 
 

Wheel Selection 
 
Stock wheels (5.5”) have an offset 
of +22mm.  www.vtowheels.com 
has an excellent guide on 62-80 
MGB/BGT wheel fitment.  A 6J 
wheel will go up to a +24 offset 
and then decrease by 12mm for 
every inch of increased width. 

There are several suppliers other 
than Moss for MGB suitable 
wheels.  A small sample: 

 
www.vtowheels.com make a 
Minilite replica (Classic 8 spoke), a 
Classic 8 spline drive (to replace 
wire wheels), and a Silverstone.  
All are available in a variety of siz-
es and finishes.  
 
www.gc360enterprises.com is 
based in Vancouver, BC and Ger-
ald brings in 15 x 6 +24 Silverstone 
II wheels.  This is what I purchased 
for $960 CDN + tax and shipping. 
 
www.johnbrownwheels.com is a 
UK company that produces a vari-
ety of MGB suitable wheels. 
 
1970’s and 80’s (and later) JDM 
cars have the same PDC (but may 
have a smaller bore) as the MGB, 
this means you can use classic 
wheels that would fit older 
Datsun’s and Toyota’s.   
 
www.ssr-wheels.com makes some 
interesting wheels, specifically the 
Mk-III, that would fit. 
 
www.rs-watanabe.co.jp are mak-
ers of classic 8 spoke wheels that 
are popular with the JDM crowd 
and would work for MGBs. 
 

Tire Selection 
 
Decision #3 - Original tires on the 
BGTs and later roadsters where 
165SR14, equivalent to 
165/80R14 with a diameter of 
24.4”.  This diameter is a critical 
number in determining what tires 
to buy as keeping it close (within 
a few %) does not affect speed-
ometer or milage.  https://
tiresize.com/calculator/ is a good 
resource to determine various fit 
options.  

This article won’t go into the 
many debates on tire selection.  
There are multiple threads online 
where owners debate the relative 
merits of tire selection.  Arguably 
these cares were design to run a 
narrower tire (165).  The chal-
lenge for many owners not living 
in the US or UK is getting suitable 
tires for a reasonable cost.  The 
period correct tires noted below 
are available in Canada, just not 
a friendly price point for the aver-
age driver running a less than 
concours car. 
 
The most common modern re-
placement is a 185/70R14 
(24.2”).  For 15” wheels 
185/65R15 (24.5”) or 195/60R15 
(24.2”) are suitable.  I recom-
mend a H (130 MPH) rated tire 
with an AA rating (traction/heat). 
185/70R14 profile tire can typical-
ly fit a 4.5” - 6.0” width wheel, 
185/65R15 will typically fit a 5.0” - 
6.5” wheel, and a 195/60R15 will 
fit 5.5” - 7.0”. 

https://www.vtowheels.com/1962-1980_c_1608.html
http://www.vtowheels.com
http://www.gc360enterprises.com
http://www.johnbrownwheels.com
http://www.ssr-wheels.com
http://www.rs-watanabe.co.jp
https://tiresize.com/calculator/
https://tiresize.com/calculator/
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From shirts to hats to badges and 
even mugs, look your best when 
you drive up to take part in one of 
our events.  
 

Check out the  Regalia 
page on our website or 
contact Marilyn Tarry 
for more info. 
https://www.oecc.ca/

catalog_regalia.htm 

Continued from page 12 
 
Getting much past 195 and you 
may run into clearance issues 
and tire rub.  Some owners are 
running 205’s with (reportedly) no 
problems. Others have issues 
with 195’s (or even 185’s using 
disc-to-wire hubs).  Search 
MGExp.com for info. 
 

There are classic reproduction 
tires built using modern materials 
and techniques; Pirelli Cinturato 
CA67, Vredestein Sprint Classic, 
and Blockley Tyre 165HR14 or 
185VR14.  These are typically 
summer rated (Vredestein is 
UTQG 220).   They are more diffi-
cult to source and 2x or more the 
cost of a modern passenger tire.  
 

I chose a Toyo 185/65R15 H 
UTQG 600AA as these were the 
best compromise between width 
(steering feel), fit, cost, and avail-
ability for me.   
 

https://mossmotoring.com/modern
-tires-for-classic-british-sports-
cars/  
 

Finale 
 

There is a wealth of information 
online and hopefully this will help 
distill the various sources down to 
one central point. I’m very happy 
with my conversion.  While I think 
a 67 B-GT in BRG with chrome 
wires and an original “Banjo” 
steering wheel is very classic 
look, my 67 B-GT in BRG with 15” 
Silverstone II and a leather Mota-
Lita is sporty.  That’s the beauty 
of these cars, making it your own. 

R 
eally Rare Cars  The Atco Car has a 1hp Villiers 
98cc 2-stroke engine, can reach speeds of 10mph and 
do 70 miles to the gallon. The car’s full title is the Atco 

Junior Safety-First Trainer. There were only 200 to 250 of them 
ever made at Charles H Pugh’s Atco factory in Birmingham in 
1939. The outbreak of war that September ended their produc-
tion, as all manufacturing switched to focus on the war effort. It is 
thought the car retailed at £35 in 1939. 

The king of hearts is the only 
king without a mustache. 

The plastic thingies on the 
ends of shoelaces are called 
aglets. 

In 1900 there were only 8,000 

cars registered in the US and 
the maximum speed limit  in 
most cities was 10 mph. 

From the Church bulletin -  The 
Thursday night pot luck supper 
will be followed by prayer and 
medication. 

https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
http://MGExp.com
https://mossmotoring.com/modern-tires-for-classic-british-sports-cars/
https://mossmotoring.com/modern-tires-for-classic-british-sports-cars/
https://mossmotoring.com/modern-tires-for-classic-british-sports-cars/
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Freddy was a man’s man. Never afraid of hard work and 

capable of doing almost anything, he was always happy to 

lend a helping hand. 

Fred was actively involved in the OECC CIB Branch and 

in 2001 took on the role of Chairman. 

A Celebration of Life will be held on Freddy’s birthday, 

February 25, 2022, 4 pm at the Bradley Centre in Coombs. 

Freddy van Ingen 

February 25, 1949 -November 18, 2021 

Healey Westland  

Only 70 examples of this rare model were origi-

nally built, in three series. It was in 1946 that 

Donald Healey created the first 17 cars, the ‘A 

series’, powered by a 2.4-litre Riley engine with 

104HP. The UK price of £2,334 (and a startling 

$7,500 in the USA) made it twice as expensive 

as a Cadillac cabriolet. 
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Photos needed 
of you and 
your cars 
The Members Only Gallery is 

an excellent tool to see pic-

tures of members and their 

cars.    

After 4 years Steve Roebuck is 

passing the torch in order for 

someone else to take on the 

responsibility. 

If you would like to see this im-

portant feature of our website 

continue then someone needs 

to come forward to ensure that 

the good work Steve and his 

predecessors have accom-

plished over the years contin-

ues on for the enjoyment of  

everyone. 

Contact Team Leader Joe 

Smith if you are interested.in 

helping out. 

Over the years the 
British constabulary 
have relied on a vari-
ety of cars to help 
keep the peace, go 
after speeders and in 
some cases had a lot 
of fun driving some 
of the more unique 
rides such as an ear-
ly roadster. Can you 
identify the other 
cars in the photos? 
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A 
t one time Smiths 

instruments were 

featured in a majori-

ty of British cars.  In fact at 

one British car show the 

company claimed that 9 out 

of 10 British cars in the show 

were equipped with Smiths 

instruments. 

It seemed only natural to give 

a brief history of the compa-

ny and how it has evolved 

over the years. 

In 1851 trained craftsman and 
jeweller, Samuel Smith senior 
opened his first shop in 
Newington Causeway in Lon-
don. A family business, it was 
founded as 'S. Smith and Son' 
. 
With growing demand in 1871, 
Samuel Smith (Junior) opened 
larger premises on The Strand, 
London and later, shops in Pic-
cadilly and Trafalgar Square. 

By the start of the 20th century 
and the age of the automobile, 
SMITHS had produced the first 
British speedometer and 
odometer ("mileometer") in 
1900. In 1904 the first Royal 
connection to SMITHS was es-
tablished when King Edward 

VII asked Gordon Smith for a 
device to measure the travel-
ling speed of his car. SMITHS 
historical records include a 
ledger of speedometer orders, 
the first of which has, as entry 
No. 1, H.M. The King, Bucking-
ham Palace' 
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In 1914 the public company S. 
Smith and Sons (Motor Acces-
sories) Ltd was formed, manu-
facturing automotive speedom-
eters, carburettors, and other 
motor accessories. Headquar-
tered at Great Portland Street it 
was run by Samuel Smith Jun-
ior's son Allan Gordon Smith 
with turnover exceeding 
£100,000  

In 1915 a new factory at Crick-
lewood, North-East London 
was built engaged in the manu-
facture of speedometers and 
employed 400 persons. The 
employees soon increased to 
2,000 and they also made air-
craft instruments and shell fus-
es for war time contracts. 
 
In 1927 Smiths purchased 75 
per cent of Ed. Jaeger Instru-
ments (London) Ltd which later 
became the British Jaeger In-
strument Company. 
 
In 1930 SMITHS agreed a trad-
ing deal with Joseph Lucas Ltd. 

The mutual agreement meant 
the two would not compete in 
certain areas. Lucas continued 
to market a portion of the non-
instrumentation SMITHS as-
sets and SMITHS became the 
dominant sup-
plier of instru-
ments to Brit-
ish motorcar 
and motorcy-
cle firms.  
 
In 1931 S. 
Smith and 
Sons (Motor 
Accessories) 
Ltd, entered the domestic 
clock market and formed a 
new company, 'Smiths English 
Clocks', The Clock and Watch 
division of S. Smith and Sons 
(Motor Accessories) Ltd, con-
tinued to manufactured from 

the main factory at Crickle-
wood. Smiths became one of 
the first British manufacturers 
to produce synchronous elec-
tric clocks. 
 
In 1932 Smiths purchased 
English Clock and Watch Man-
ufacturer of Coventry and ac-
quired the trade names Astral 
and Empire. 
 
In 1934, Smiths bought the En-
field Clock Co; The sharehold-
ers were bought out, but 
SMITHS allowed the directors 
to remain and the company 
continued production from its 
premises at Pretoria Road, Ed-

monton. Due to low volumes, 
however SMITHS allowed En-
field to continue to trade inde-
pendently. 
 
The following year n 1935 
SMITHS Acquired 'Henry 
Hughes and Son'; marine 
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gauge manufacturers which 
specialised in navigation in-
struments and appliances for 
the British Navy. 
 
In 1939 Ralph Gordon-Smith, 
arranged the purchase of new 
300 acre site, Kayte Farm at 
Bishop's Cleeve, Cheltenham 
to protect the business from 
potential bombing in the Lon-
don area. On 1st June S. 
Smith and Sons (Cheltenham) 
Ltd was formed as a subsidiary 
of the main business 
 
By August 1940 the main in-
strument repair department at 
Cricklewood was destroyed by 
bombing. As a consequence of 
the war, demand for motor, air-
craft and marine instruments 
for the Services surged and 
the production of industrial in-
struments, hitherto imported, 
was begun. Fuses for shells 
were also manufactured. 
By 1944 a major regrouping of 
the whole SMITHS organisa-
tion was carried out. The name 
of the principal company was 

changed to S. Smith and Sons 
(England) Ltd with four divi-
sions: 'Smiths Motor Accesso-
ries'; 'Smiths Industrial Instru-
ments'; 'Smiths Aircraft Instru-
ments' and 'Smiths English 
Clocks' 
 
In 1965 the Smiths business 
had become increasingly dilut-
ed. As such the name 'Smiths 
Industries' was adopted to re-
flect it's wider operations. The 

clock and watch business had 
now declined and Smiths 
ceased to be the direct suppli-

er of motor equipment 
to European car man-
ufacturers. 
 
In 1968 SMITHS re-
ceived the Queen's 

Award to Industry for its contri-
bution to UK Technological 
Innovation. 
 
1974 Legislation of commer-
cial vehicles 
The production of the SMITHS 
tachograph increased from 
400 units to 4000 units per 
month, owing largely to new 
legislation, which meant by 
1978 all commercial vehicles 
must be fitted with tacho-

graphs. By now volume orders 
were being received from Brit-
ish Leyland, Ford and more. 
 

Restructuring and reorganisa-
tion of the motor vehicle com-
ponent businesses 
By 1979 due to a decline in 
demand, a proposal was made 
to restructure and reorganise 
the motor vehicle component 
businesses and by 1981, a fur-
ther reorganisation of the mo-
tor marine business followed. 
Anglo Celtic & Lucas. The au-
tomotive instrumentation busi-
ness was sold to Lucas. Lucas 
introduced wiring harness 
manufacture to the 
Ystradgynlais factory and be-
come the largest employer in 
the area, employing a local 
workforce of over 2000. 
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Transfer of Instrumentation 
business to Caerbont, 
Abercrave 
 
In 1989 Lucas transferred its 
instrumentation business to the 
Caerbont facility in neighbour-
ing Abercrave but retained 
manufacture of its wiring and 
harness business at 
Ystradgynlais. 
 
LUCAS decided to withdraw 
from the instrumentation market 
to concentrate solely on its wir-
ing and harness manufacture. 
The business was sold to Ger-
man company Mannesmann 
VDO AG and was managed by 
its parent UK company VDO 
Birmingham. 
 

In 1993 the management pur-
chased the business from 
Mannesmann VDO AG and 

renamed it Caerbont Automo-
tive Instruments Ltd. The busi-
ness continued to supply to 

mass markets although by now 
the direction was evolving more 
into bespoke and heritage mar-
kets  

 
By 2011 ownership transferred 
to the present MD Gavin Rob-
erts. The business retained its 
name and continued to supply 
SMITHS gauges. Today, the 
business has evolved into new 
markets such as bespoke ma-
rine and automotive instrumen-
tation but also continues to sup-
ply heritage gauges to high pro-
file prestige marques like Jagu-

ar and Aston Martin. Its com-
mitment to new and evolving 
markets such as electric vehi-
cles and new CAN software re-
flects its vison to be the go-to 
company for bespoke high 
quality instrumentation. 
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From an Aston Martin 

DB5 clock to a Jagu-

ar  E-Type speedo to 

a TR2 fuel gauge, 

Smiths was a major 

supplier of vehicle 

instrumentation. 
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Watching 

Worth 
The internet is filled with       

stories and videos. In our    

case  there are many that fo-

cus on the British cars that we 

have all come to appreciate. 

Click on the links to follow the 

story. 

Morgan Plus Four review 
 https://youtu.be/
Vh46PQ5Zo1Q 

Triumph Story 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4 
 
1984 Lagonda 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/

videos/why-i-drive-richard-vaughan-

1984-aston-martin-lagonda/ 

Upcoming Events 

January 2 -  Polar Bear Walk , 

Rathtrevor Beach Park 

February - Date TBA -  Bowling 

in Nanaimo 

March - A proposed visit to a 

restoration shop—Date TBA 

 

July 10—Brits on the Beach - 

Ladysmith 

Other events proposed by 

Events Team -  Wine Tasting/

Picnic  - Traditional parades 

and fairs when dates con-

firmed by organizers. 

Really       
is the best 

The OECC website is 

your gateway to a 

wealth of information.      

https://www.oecc.ca/ 

"Top Ten Reasons It's Time 
For A New Convertible 
Top" (with apologies to Dave 
Letterman): 
#10. Calling your convertible a 
"ragtop" is more reality than 
slang.  
#9. You're cruising down the 
highway with the wind in your 
hair and the warm sun on your 
shoulders-- with THE TOP UP! 
#8. You couldn't see or hear the 
police cruiser--you know, the 

one with flashing lights that's 
been behind you for the last 3 
miles. 
#7. The weather forecast in-
side your car is at least as bad 
as that for the outside world. 
#6. Your spouse is getting 
suspicious because you keep 
a half dozen towels in your 
car. 
#5. Your insurance company 
refuses to insure you against 
pneumonia. 

#4. You would order a new top, 
but you can't tell what color the 
old one was. 
#3. When it's raining, you avoid 
hitting the brakes because the 
puddle under the seat soaks 
your pant legs. 
#2. Neighborhood cats won't 
walk on your top for fear of fall-
ing through. 
And the #1 reason it's time for a 
new top: You're running out of 
duct tape! 

 

https://youtu.be/Vh46PQ5Zo1Q
https://youtu.be/Vh46PQ5Zo1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4
https://www.hagerty.com/media/videos/why-i-drive-richard-vaughan-1984-aston-martin-lagonda/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/videos/why-i-drive-richard-vaughan-1984-aston-martin-lagonda/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/videos/why-i-drive-richard-vaughan-1984-aston-martin-lagonda/
https://www.oecc.ca/


Beano 

23 

The first Rolls-Royce motorcars 

did not feature radiator mas-

cots; they simply carried the 

Rolls-Royce emblem. When 

John Walter Edward Douglas-

Scott-Montagu, 2nd Baron 

Montagu of Beaulieu commis-

sioned his friend, sculptor 

Charles Robinson Sykes, who 

worked in London under the 

nobleman's patronage, to 

sculpt a personal mascot for 

the bonnet of his 1909 Rolls-

Royce Silver Ghost, Sykes 

chose Eleanor Velasco 

Its a story of         
secret love 
and passion 

Thornton.who was having a 

love affair with Montagu, as 

his model. Sykes originally 

crafted a figurine of her in flut-

tering robes, having placed 

one forefinger against her lips 

– to symbolize the secret of 

their love affair. The figurine 

was consequently named The 

Whisper. 

The creation of the          

Spirit of Ecstasy 

The Spirit of Ecstasy, also 
called Eleanor, Silver Lady,  
or Flying Lady, was designed 
by Sykes, a graduate of Lon-
don's Royal College of Art, 
and carries with it a story 
about secret passion between 
Montagu, second Baron Mon-
tagu of Beaulieu after 1905, a 
pioneer of the automobile 
movement, and editor of The 
Car Illustrated magazine from 
1902, and the model for the 
emblem, Eleanor Velasco 
Thornton.  
 
Eleanor (also known as 
Thorn) was the secretary of 
John Walter, who fell in love 
with her in 1902 when she 
worked for him on the afore-
said motoring magazine. Their 
secret love was to remain hid-

den, limited to their circle of 
friends, for more than a dec-
ade. The reason for the secre-
cy was Eleanor's impoverished 
social and economic status, 
which was an obstacle to their 
love. On the other hand, Mon-
tagu had been married to Lady 
Cecil Victoria Constance Kerr 
since 1889.  
 
By 1910 personal mascots had 
become the fashion of the day. 
Rolls-Royce were concerned to 
note that some owners were 
affixing "inappropriate" orna-
ments to their cars. Claude 
Johnson, then managing direc-
tor of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, 
was asked to commission a 
more dignified and graceful 
mascot.  

The Whisper 

Eleanor Velasco Thornton 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Robinson_Sykes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Silver_Ghost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Silver_Ghost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Thornton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Thornton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Thornton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Thornton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Johnson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Johnson
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He turned to Sykes to produce 
a mascot which would adorn all 
future Rolls-Royce cars and 
become generic to the marque, 
with the specifications that it 
should convey "the spirit of the 
Rolls-Royce, namely, speed 
with silence, absence of vibra-
tion, the mysterious harnessing 
of great energy and a beautiful 
living organism of superb 
grace... 

Sykes' brief from Claude 
Johnson had been to evoke 
the spirit of mythical beauty, 
Nike, whose graceful image 
was admired in The Louvre, 
but Sykes was not impressed. 
He felt that a more feminine 
representation might be apt.

[
 

It was again Miss Thornton 
whom he had in mind. Sykes 
chose to modify The Whisper 
into a version similar to to-
day's Spirit of Ecstasy. He 
called this first model The 
Spirit of Speed. Later, 
Charles Sykes called it "A 
graceful little goddess, the 
Spirit of Ecstasy, who has se-
lected road travel as her su-
preme delight and alighted on 
the prow of a Rolls-Royce mo-
tor car to revel in the fresh-
ness of the air and the musi-
cal sound of her fluttering dra-
peries. 
 
Claude Johnson devised the 
description of the Spirit of Ec-
stasy, he described how 
Sykes had sought to convey 

the image of "the spirit of ecsta-
sy, who has selected road trav-
el as her supreme delight. 
.....she is expressing her keen 
enjoyment, with her arms out-
stretched and her sight fixed 
upon the distance."  
 

Royce was ill during the com-
missioning of the flying lady. 
He did not believe the figurine 
enhanced the cars, asserting 
that it impaired the driver's 
view, and was rarely seen driv-
ing one of his company's vehi-
cles adorned with the mascot.  
 

In February 1911 Sykes pre-
sented to Rolls-Royce the Spirit 
of Ecstasy, which was easily 
recognisable as being a varia-
tion on the theme of The Whis-
per. The similarity was hardly 
coincidental because the model 
for both had been Miss 
Thornton. The sculptor's signa-
ture appeared on the plinth and 
were either signed "Charles 
Sykes, February 1911" or "Feb 
6, 1911" or "6.2.11". Even after 
Rolls-Royce took over the cast-
ing of the figures in 1948 each 
Spirit of Ecstasy continued to 
receive this inscription until 
1951.  
 
The Spirit of Ecstasy was also 
manufactured by the British 
firm Louis Lejeune Ltd. for a 
number of years.  
 
Eleanor died on 30 December 
1915 when the SS Persia was 
torpedoed by a U-boat south of 
Crete. She had been accompa-
nying Lord Montagu who had 
been directed to assume a 
command in India. He was 
thought to have been killed too, 
but survived and was saved 
after several days adrift in a life 
raft.  

Original drawings 

by Charles Sykes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nike_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Louvre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Lejeune_Ltd.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Persia_(1900)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U-boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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Alterations 
 
Royce made sure 
it was officially 
listed as an op-
tional extra, but in 
practice it was fit-
ted to almost all 
cars after that 
year, becoming a 

standard fitting in the early 
1920s. It was silver plated from 
1911 until 1914 when the mas-
cot was made with nickel or 
chrome alloy to dissuade theft. 
The only departure from this 
came in Paris at the competi-
tion for the most apposite mas-
cot of 1920, where a gold-
plated version won first place. 
Gold-plated versions were sub-
sequently available at addition-

al cost. The design of the mas-
cot has had eleven main varia-
tions in its life. Lowered height 
of coachwork forced subse-
quent reductions in the mascot 
size. Consequently, several 
alterations in the original de-
sign were made. 

Kneeling version (1934–1939 
and 1946–1956) 
 
Kneeling version of the Spirit 
of Ecstasy on a Phantom IV 
radiator. Sykes was once 
again commissioned by Rolls-

Royce in the 1930s to make a 
lower version of the mascot to 
suit the needs of the new 
sports saloons by providing 
their drivers with a clearer 
view of the road ahead.  
 
The kneeling lady mascot was 
unveiled on 26 January 1934 
and was as undeniably a re-
flection of Eleanor as it was a 
symbol of the Rolls-Royce. It 
also bore on the plinth the in-
scription "C. Sykes, 26.1.34", 
the date when the first piece 
was finished. This version 
was, however, discontinued 
after the Silver Dawn, Phan-
tom IV and Silver Wraith mod-
els, in favour of a smaller ver-
sion of the original standing 
mascot, and so it remains to 
date. The last Phantom IV de-
livered and the final 4 or 5 
years of the Silver Wraith car-
ried this standing version.  

2003–present 
 
Today's Spirit of Ecstasy, from 
the 2003 Phantom model on-
ward, stands at 3 inches 
(7.6 cm) and, for the safety of 
any person being accidentally 
hit, is mounted on a spring-
loaded mechanism designed to 
retract instantly into the radiator 
shell if struck from any direc-
tion. There is a button within 
the vehicle which can raise/
lower the emblem when 
pressed.  
 
Additionally if anyone applies 
any pressure to the ornament, 
the car recognises what is hap-
pening and immediately re-
tracts the figure into the bonnet. 
She can be made from highly 
polished stainless steel, stain-
less with 24-carat gold plating, 
or from illuminated frosted crys-
tal – the latter two being option-
al extras. Aftermarket custom-
ized versions are also availa-
ble, including those covered in 
a matte black paint or studded 
in diamonds. The company cre-
ated one as a Fabergé Egg. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nickel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chromium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Phantom_IV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Silver_Dawn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Phantom_IV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Phantom_IV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Silver_Wraith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stainless_steel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crystal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faberg%C3%A9_Egg
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DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this publication as a 

service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars parts or services. The 

OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no responsibility for 

their veracity.  

Support our advertisers, they make this publication possible 

 

Advertise 
 Here 

3 5/8” x 2 1/4” 
9.2 cm x 5.72 cm 

 

Business Size Card Ad 

Check out the OECC Classified Pages https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_ads.htm 
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