
Central Island 
Branch Newsletter 

British Engineered Autos Nanaimo Order 

March/April 135th Edition 2022 

-IMPORTANT NOTICE-

Run to see Snowbirds 

date changed to             

Saturday, April 30 



Beano 

2 

Volunteers Make It Happen! 

Team Leader 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Bill Grace 

250-390-0779 

bjgrace@shaw.ca 

New member Coordinator 

Dave Stewart 

250-752-6149 

dave_stewart@shaw.ca 

Membership Coordinator 

Dale Kastanis 

778-908-7339 

oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

Social Media Coordinator 

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Webmaster 

Pat James 

250-713-1698 

oecccib@gmail.com 

Presentation Coordinator 

Need a new volunteer 

 

jrasmart@hotmail.com 

Beano Editor 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Leadership Team Regalia 

Marilyn Tarry 

250-591-3124 

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

 

Events Promotion Team 

Howard Lockhart               

TR7@live.ca                                     

250-802-3340 

June Arnett                     

arnett.j@telus.net                                  

604-277-6886 

Warren Hale                    

hale.w@telus.net 

604-341-3252 

David Kelsey                                 

davidkelsey@shaw.ca 

250-752-8849 

 

Swap Meet June 12, Arbutus 
Ridge. At the March meeting it was 
agreed that CIB would take out a 
booth at this event to a) showcase 
our Branch and b) provide members 
with an opportunity to sell some auto 
related parts and equipment. Three 
members volunteered to help but no 
one has come forward to take on the 
task of co-ordinating the effort. We 
need to have someone in place by 
the next monthly meeting to ensure 
we put on a good showing. Contact 
Joe Smith joesmith@shaw.ca  if you 
are able to take on this task. 
 

Christmas Party. By a show of 
hands there was enough interest to 
persue the organization of a Christ-
mas event. However no one volun-
teered to form a committee to look 
into how this can be accomplished. 
There are numerous files available 
from past events and a survey that 
was conducted in 2019 seeking mem-

ber input and review of available 
venues. If this event is to happen 
someone must start things in motion 
ASAP so that members can make a 
decision as to what kind of event 
they would like to see happen. Con-
tact Joe Smith joesmith@shaw.ca if 
you are able to help out. 
 

Runs/events. The Event Promotion 

Team still needs members to come 

up with suggestions for runs/events 

and to help coordinate them by act-

ing as wagonmaster/coordinator.  

These are not onerous tasks but are 

important to keep our club active 

and fun.  

Brits on the Beach. Much work has 
already been done. Volunteers are 
still needed for certain tasks and to 
fill in some time slots. When the sign
-up sheet comes around again 

please take the time to put your name 
down. This is our biggest event of the 
year and has been recognized for its 
excellent organization. We all need to 
do our bit. To find out more contact 
Kurt Luneburg gokurtgo@shaw.ca 
 
OECC Board. There are a number of 

positions that need to be filled in order 

for the umbrella organization to con-

tinue functioning. A separate notice 

will be going out via email soon. 

Please take some time to consider 

helping out if we want the club to stay 

viable. Marilyn Tarry is our contact 

person on the Board.  

Emails. All branch communication is 

disseminated via email. If you know a 

member who does not have access to 

email please contact them when you 

receive any notices. 

These items still need to be dealt with 

mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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mailto:TR7@live.ca
mailto:arnett.j@telus.net
mailto:hale.w@telus.net
mailto:davidkelsey@shaw.ca
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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mailto:gokurtgo@shaw.ca
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Editor’s 
Notes 

Joe 
Smith 

A brief look at the cars that keep on giving us joy 

This month’s feature story fo-
cuses on the Jensen Motor 
Company.  Its another tale of a 
British car company that 
reached  a pinnacle and then 
began to decline along with 
many of the other British 
marques that were so synony-
mous with the British automo-
tive industry. 

The good news is that the lega-
cy is carrying on but you better 
be prepared to pay for it. 

There are numerous TV shows 
and youtube videos  that high-
light unique barn finds. While 
they may seem far away and 
happen in remote locations, 
Warren Hale found a unique 
“garage find” of an Austin Hea-
ley 3000 n Vancouver  that he 
now has under restoration.  
He’s begun a photo essay of 
the restoration and the first in-
stallment appears in this edi-
tion. 

As always I’d like to be able to 
publish personal stories about 
you and your cars. Such as a 
story about your first British 
car. What inspired you to be-
come passionate about British 
cars. Or as Hale has done pro-
vide info on a restoration pro-
ject or unique solution to solv-
ing a car related issue. 

Send to me at … 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

The XK120 was launched in 
open two-seater or (US) road-
ster form at the 1948 London 
Motor Show as a testbed and 
show car for the new Jaguar 
XK engine designed by Jagu-
ar Chief Engineer William 
Heynes. The display car was 
the first prototype, chassis 
number 660001. It looked al-
most identical to the produc-
tion cars except that the 
straight outer pillars of its 
windscreen were curved on 
the production version. The 
sports car caused a sensa-
tion, which persuaded Jaguar 
founder and Chairman William 
Lyons to put it into production. 

Beginning in 1948, the first 

242 cars wore wood-framed 

open 2-seater bodies with alu-

minium panels.
[5]

 Production 

switched to the 1cwt or 112 lb 

(51 kg) heavier
[6]

 all-steel in 

early 1950. The "120" in the 

name referred to the aluminium 

car's 120 mph (193 km/h) top 

speed (faster with the wind-

screen removed), which made 

it the world's fastest production 

car at the time of its launch.
[7]

 

In 1949 the first production car, 

chassis number 670003, was 

delivered to Clark Gable. 

Jaguar XK 120 

mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roadster_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roadster_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testbed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_XK6_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_XK6_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Heynes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Heynes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lyons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lyons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_XK120#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_XK120#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_XK120#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clark_Gable
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As of publica-
tion date we 
have 93 mem-
berships. This 
represents 110 single and 
family members. Together 
they own over 100 cars. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE 
ALWAYS WELCOME 

The OECC is a club for people 
who are enthusiastic about 
English cars. Our members 
aren't all English, they aren't all 
old and some don’t even own 
English cars.  

Our mission is the preserva-
tion, restoration and enjoyment 
of English vehicles of all makes 

and models.  

We enjoy others who own or 
would like to own English    
vehicles and share our          
enthusiasm.  

So, whatever your interest, 
joining our club is a great way 
to enjoy your passion for    
British Cars.  

Guests and new members are 
always welcome at our meet-
ings and events.  

If this seems interesting we'd 
love to have you join us. 

More information and         
application forms can be 
found by going to ... 

https://www.oecc.ca/

join.htm  

By Dale 
Kastanis 

Fairthorpe Rockette.  
 
Fairthorpe cars were made in 
Chalfont St Peter, Buckingham-
shire, England between 1954 
and 1961, from 1961 to 1973 in 
Denham, Buckinghamshire.  
 
The Rockette was introduced in 
1962. Sporting a slightly modi-
fied glass-fibre body shell and 
using a Triumph Vitesse 1600 
cc engine and Triumph inde-
pendent front suspension. It 
was priced at 
£997, or £625 
in kit form.    
Approximately 
25 were made 
up to 1967.  

Really Rare Cars 

Our Facebook      
numbers just 
keep on growing 
As of this writing we have nearly 

1,000 people who have signed 

on to become members of our 

Club’s Facebook Group. 

As the page is open to anyone 

who has an interest in British 

cars we are finding that some of 

them live just around the corner, 

in other Provinces and even 

down into the USA. 

If you have not joined yet, give it 

some thought. There’s lots of 

interesting commentary and 

shared info. Check out how to 

join at ... 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chalfont_St_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Vitesse
https://www.facebook.com/
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The OECC website is 

your gateway to a 

wealth of information.      

https://www.oecc.ca/ 

 

Over the past many 
months our website team 
has been working hard to 
develop a new look as well 
as introducing a number of 
new features to our web-
site. 

Over the next month or so 
changes and updates will 
continue so keep coming 
back as the site unfolds. 

Dennis Millard 

Our condolences go out 

to Dennis’s family and 

friends. Dennis was a 

long time member of the 

CIB who was very active 

taking on the role of event 

co-ordinator and in 2003 

served as President of 

our Branch. 

The photo above was tak-

en in Abbotsford in Sep-

tember 2019 at the start 

of a  trip to the Koote-

nays. 

Dennis passed away in 

April 2022 

Rest in Peace Dennis 

Its only money. Looking to buy a car that will really stand out at 

the next car show or Brits on the Beach. Here’s one that sold for  

$15,000,000 . A 1966 Jaguar XJ 13 in BRG of course. 

Wheels can be 

thrown out of bal-

ance by a build up of 

wheel ants. Protect 

your car’s smooth 

ride with weekly 

applications of auto-

motive grade insecti-

cide. 

https://www.oecc.ca/
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Sunday, July 10, 2022 Transfer Beach, Ladysmith 

BRITS ON THE BEACH 

Kurt Luneburg 

gokurtgo@shaw.ca  

1-250-465-1103 

Brits on the Beach is well on 
its way, the foundation is laid 
and the framing has start-
ed.  Sponsors have generously 
stepped up this year, the Lions 
will be providing their tradition 
pancake breakfast and lunch 
concession.  We have vendors 
lined up (more on that as they 
are confirmed), and the various 
Coordinators are making pro-
gress on their tasks.  We’ll be 
repeating the successful chil-
dren’s “Passport” competition 
along with the “Win-A-Ride” 
draw.   

Thanks to all of you who have 
stepped up so far to help out 
with the Brits on the Beach 
this year.  This event is the 
highlight of the Branch’s calen-
dar and needs the full support 

and assistance from every 
member to make it a suc-
cess.   

So far we have about half the 
volunteer spaces filled for 
those positions needed on 10 
July.  Each of these takes no 
more than an hour or two and 
ensures ALL Branch mem-
bers get time to visit friends 
and see the vehicles on dis-
play.   

We still need the Transporta-
tion Coordinator position 
filled!  This position is mostly 
focused on and around the 
event and does not take much 
effort outside the Brits on the 
Beach weekend.  If you are 
interested please contact the 
Event Coordinator ... 

mailto:gokurtgo@shaw.ca
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J ensen Motors Limited was 

a British manufacturer of 

sports cars and commercial 

vehicles in West Bromwich, 

England founded by brothers 

Alan and Richard Jensen. 

Prior to founding the company 

the brothers worked for a num-

ber of other companies as 

coach builders and then mov-

ing on to actually designing 

cars. It was Alan who designed 

the first Standard Avon two 

seater cars produced from 

1929 to 1933. 
 

In 1931 the Jensen brothers 

changed companies once 

again to work for lorry body 

maker W J Smith & Sons in 

Carters Green in West Brom-

wich to build bodies for small 

sports cars. It was working for 

Smith that they first got their 

name actually associated with 

a car when Smith named their 

account as Jensen Motors. 
 

In 1934 Smith died and the 

brothers were able to buy con-

trolling shares in the company 

Alan Jensen  Richard Jensen 

The White Lady 
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which they later changed from 

W. J. Smith & Sons to Jensen 

Motors Limited. It was also in 

1934 that they were commis-

sioned by actor Clark Gable to 

design and build for him a car 

based on a Ford V-8 chassis 

which won for them much ac-

claim and generated great in-

terest in their work. 

 

Commercial 
Vehicles 
 

In the late 1930s Jensen di-
versified into the production of 

commercial vehicles under the 
marque JNSN, including the 
manufacture of a series of in-
novative lightweight trucks, 
built with unrestricted alumini-
um alloys, for Reynolds Tube 
and the prototype for the articu-
lated Jen-Tug which went into 
production in the late 1940s.  
 

During the Second World War 
Jensen concentrated on the 
war effort and produced com-
ponents for military vehicles 
including the turrets for tanks, 
and on the production of spe-
cialised ambulances and fire-
engines. 

 

After the war production of the 
Jen-Tug thrived and Jensen 
also produced a new range of 
JNSN lightweight diesel trucks 
and chassis which were used 
for a variety of vehicles includ-
ing pantechnicons and buses. 
In the 1950s Jensen were cho-
sen by the British Motor Corpo-
ration (BMC) to build the bod-
ies for the four-wheel-drive 
Austin Gipsy. 

Clark Gable’s 1934 

custom built Jensen 

Gipsy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reynolds_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantechnicon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Gipsy
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Sports Cars 
 
Production of cars ceased dur-
ing the war years, but by 1946 
a new vehicle was offered, the 
Jensen PW (a luxury saloon). 
Few were produced since raw 

materials were carefully lim-
ited by the new government's 
central planning. Also in 1946 
body designer Eric Neale 
joined Jensen Motors from 
Wolseley and his first project 
was the more modern coupé 
which followed in 1950, 

named the Interceptor, which 
was built until 1957.  
 

In 1955, Jensen started pro-
duction of Neale's masterpiece, 
the 541, which used the then-
revolutionary material of fibre-

glass for its bodywork. The ra-
diator grille was covered by an 
unusual driver-controlled swiv-
elling flap.  
 

The 541S was replaced by an-
other Neale design, the C-V8 in 
October 1962, which replaced 
the Austin-sourced straight-6 of 
the previous cars with a 6-litre 
American Chrysler V8. This 
large engine in such a light-

541 S 

1950 Interceptor Blueprints 

Jensen PW 

1950 Interceptor 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_PW
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Neale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolseley_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coup%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Interceptor_(1950)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_541
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibreglass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibreglass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_541S
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_CV8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straight-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysler_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V8_engine
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weight car made the Jensen 
one of the fastest four-seaters 
of the time.  
 

For its eventual replacement, 
the Interceptor, Jensen turned 
to the Italian coachbuilder,  
Carrozzeria Touring, for the 
body design, and to steel for 
the material. First displayed 
alongside the production C-V8 
FF in October 1965 and put into 
production in the second half of 
1966 the bodyshells them-
selves were built by Vignale of 
Italy and later by Jensen. The 
same 383 cu in (6.3 L) Chrysler 
wedge-head powerplant was 
used in the earlier cars with the 
later cars moving to the 
440 cu in (7.2 L) in engine.  
 

The Interceptor was offered in 
fastback, convertible and (rare) 
coupé versions. The fastback 
was by far the most popular 
with its large, curving wrap-
around rear window that was 

hinged for access to the stor-
age area, making the Jensen 
an early form of liftback.  
 

The Jensen Motors stand at 
the October 1964 Earls Court 
Motorshow displayed a Jen-
sen FF car equipped with all-
wheel drive and ABS as publi-

cised but not displayed in Feb-
ruary 1964. At the following 
Show in October 1965 a pro-
duction ready CV-8 FF was 
displayed, priced almost 50 
per cent more than the stand-
ard car and three inches long-
er. However, it remained a pro-
totype and instead the Inter-
ceptor-based Jensen FF en-
tered production in 1966. The 
FF is apparently externally 
identical to the Interceptor, alt-
hough it was four inches long-
er in the bonnet (all ahead of 
the windscreen) and it had a 
second row of air vents behind 
the front wheels  
 

The extra letters stood for Fer-
guson Formula, Ferguson Re-
search being the inventor of 
the full-time all-wheel drive 
system adopted, the first on a 
production sports car. Also 
featured was the Dunlop Max-
aret anti-lock braking system in 
one of the first uses of ABS in 
a production car. Just 320 FFs 
were constructed and produc-
tion ceased in 1971. 

1960 Jensen 541R  

The Jensen Interceptor made 
its maiden appearance in 1950 
for the first-generation model of 
the car. Styled by British car 
designer Eric Neale, the Inter-
ceptor was based on Austin 
components, while the body 
was built by Jensen. 

The car was powered by a 4.0
-liter straight-six engine mated 
to an Austin Sheerline trans-
mission. Produced to 1957, 
the Interceptor was available 
as a 2- and 4-door sedan, 
convertible, and as a town 
car. 

Early Jensen Interceptor Brochures 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Interceptor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrozzeria_Touring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vignale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fastback
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatchback#liftback
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_FF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_FF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferguson_Research_Ltd.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferguson_Research_Ltd.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_wheel_drive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maxaret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maxaret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-lock_braking_system
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Other Projects 
 
Austin A40 Sports: As one in 
a series of collaborations be-
tween Austin and Jensen, the 
Austin A40 Sports originated 
when Austin's chairman Leon-
ard Lord, upon seeing the Inter-
ceptor, requested that Jensen, 
and their designer Eric Neale, 
develop a body that could use 
the A40 mechanicals.  
 

The resulting body-on-frame 
A40 Sports – which debuted at 
the 1949 London Motor Show
[9]

 – had been designed by Eric 
Neale. During production, the 
A40 Sports' aluminium bodies 
were built by Jensen and trans-
ported to Austin's Longbridge 
plant for final assembly.

[11]
 The 

A40 Sports had been intended 
as more of a sporty touring car 
and not a sports car per se,

[9]
 

and over 4000 examples were 
manufactured from 1951–1953. 
  

Austin-Healey 100: Although 
Jensen's design for a new Aus-

tin-based sports-car was reject-
ed by the British Motor Corpora-
tion (BMC) in 1952 in favour of 
a design provided by Donald 
Healey, Jensen did win the 

BMC contract to build the bod-
ies for the resultant Austin-
Healey 100 and the rest of the 

"big Healey" cars. 
 

Volvo P1800: In 1960 Jensen 
won a contract from Volvo to 
assemble and finish the bodies 
for their P1800 coupé. Pressed 
Steel manufactured the body-
shells at their Linwood plant in 
Scotland and shipped them to 
Jensen in West Bromwich to be 

Sean Connery’s Jensen CV8  

While best remembered for 

driving an Aston Martin DB5 

in one of the 007 movies, 

Sean Connery  actually 

owned as his personal car a 

1964  Jensen CV 8 which is 

now on display at the Jensen        

Museum. 

Austin Healey 100 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_A40_Sports
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Interceptor_(1950)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Interceptor_(1950)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Neale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body-on-frame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Motors#cite_note-candriv-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Neale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Neale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longbridge_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longbridge_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Motors#cite_note-austmem1-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Motors#cite_note-candriv-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Healey_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Healey_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin-Healey_100
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin-Healey_100
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volvo_Cars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volvo_P1800
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pressed_Steel_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pressed_Steel_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linwood,_Renfrewshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
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finished, painted and trimmed 
and made ready for distribu-
tion. By 1963 the contract was 
ended early due to quality con-
cerns and P1800 production 
was moved to Gothenburg, 
Sweden.  
 

Sunbeam Tiger: In the early 
1960s Jensen was also in-
volved in the development and 
production of the Sunbeam 
Tiger.  
 

Jensen-Healey 
 
In September 1967 Jensen an-
nounced they had been hit by 
the US car safety regulations 
which were going to come into 
force the following January. 
They expected there would 
have to be many redundancies 
resulting from the drop in de-
mand for the Austin-Healey 
3000 and Sunbeam Tiger. At 
the end of the year they ad-
vised their shareholders that 
Austin-Healey and Sunbeam 
Tiger contracts had now ended. 
It was decided that from now 
on Jensen Motors would be a 
full-time car manufacturer. In 
mid 1968 following a disastrous 
1967 year Norcros decided to 
sell their automotive subsidiary 
whose products "cost about the 
same as small houses". Cur-
rent production rate was 12 In-
terceptors and FFs a week. In 
1968 it was bought by a mer-
chant bank William Brandts.

]
  

 

The Norwegian-American West 
Coast car distributor Kjell Qvale 
became the majority sharehold-
er in 1970 and brought in Don-
ald Healey who was appointed 
chairman in April 1970 and 

they brought in a new chief 
executive in May. They were 
able to announce the new 
Jensen-Healey in March 
1972. By the end of May the 
next year 3,356 of the new 
cars had been manufactured 
but the factory's performance 
disappointed the owner and 
sales volume was mediocre.  
 

In October 1974 Kjell Qvale 
appointed himself chief execu-
tive as well as chairman. Pro-
duction was cut back from 25 
to 12 a week to match sales. A 
Jensen GT was announced in 
July 1975, a Jensen-Healey 
with a coupé/estate body then 
the business's future came un-
der threat which meant redun-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothenburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Tiger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Tiger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Brandt%27s_Sons_and_Co
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Motors#cite_note-23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kjell_Qvale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Healey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Healey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen-Healey
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dancy for 700 workers – two 
thirds of its workforce.  
 

A receiver was appointed by 
the Bank of America in Sep-
tember. Kjell Qvale laid great 
emphasis on the part played by 
the unions in bringing about the 
downfall of the business. The 
financial pundits said that in his 
attempt to mass-produce a 
small sports car Qvale installed 
production capacity far in ex-
cess of market demand. The 
empty premises were auc-
tioned off in mid-August 1976.  
 

Two new companies: Jensen 
Special Products (JSP) and 
Jensen Parts & Service Limited 
(JP&S) were created to pick up 
the pieces of Jensen Motors. 
JSP was created as a special-
ist engineering and design 
business from Jensen's devel-
opment department. JP&S was 
created to provide parts and 
service to the existing Jensen 
customer base. JP&S then 
turned into a company called 
International Motors, who 
gained the UK franchise for 
Subaru and Maserati, as well 
as Hyundai from 1982. Both 
JSP and JP&S were bought by 
a holding company, Britcar 
Holdings. In 1982 JP&S, with 
the rights to use the Jensen 
brand names, was sold to Ian 
Orford who put the Interceptor 
back into production as the Mk 
IV.  
 

Jensen Parts and Service was 
renamed Jensen Cars Limited 
and an average 11 cars were 
made every month during the 
1980s always in small numbers 
before the company was sold 
to Unicorn Holdings of Stock-
port and a Mk V Interceptor 
was proposed but never mate-
rialised although a few more 

Mk IVs were built. 
 

Attempted Revival 
 
A revival in 2001 was short 
lived. By the end of 2002 pro-
duction on their only model – 
the £40,000 S-V8 – had 
ceased.  
 

After a £10 million investment, 
with contributions from Liver-
pool City Council and the De-
partment of Trade and Indus-
try, a two-seater convertible, 
the Jensen S-V8, had been 
launched at the 1998 British 
International Motor Show, with 
an initial production run of 300 
deposit paid vehicles planned 
at a price of £40,000 each, but 
by October 1999 it was con-
firmed that 110 orders had 
been placed.  
 

The new Liverpool factory in 
Speke commenced production 
in August 2001 but troubles 
with manufacture meant pro-
duction ceased with only 20 
leaving the factory and anoth-
er 18 cars left partially com-
pleted. The company went into 
administration in July 2002. 

The Jensen name and partially 
completed cars were later sold 
to SV Automotive of Carterton, 
Oxfordshire, in 2003 who de-
cided to complete the building 
of 12 of the cars, retaining the 
others for spare parts, and fi-
nally selling them for £38,070. 
Jensen International Automo-

tive 
 

In April 2010 Jensen Interna-
tional Automotive (JIA) was 
founded. This new company 
will buy old Jensen Intercep-
tors, and sell them as new 
cars after a complete restora-
tion, with new engine and inte-
rior trim.  
 

In September 2011 CPP, a 
specialist sports car manufac-
turer announced they were 
planning to make a new Jen-
sen, expected to go on sale to 
the public sometime in 2014. 
The new Interceptor was to be 
based around an all-aluminium 
chassis and to feature alloy 
panels, "echoing the four-seat 
grand tourer layout of the 
much-loved original", accord-
ing to the official press re-
lease.  

Jensen S-V8 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_America
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Parts_and_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subaru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maserati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyundai_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holding_company
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Britcar_Holdings&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Britcar_Holdings&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ian_Orford&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ian_Orford&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_S-V8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_International_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_International_Motor_Show
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The Jensen Group 
 

On the 25 February 2015, Au-
tocar published a report stating 
that the Jensen name is offi-
cially being revived with two 
models expected by 2016. The 
first model, shown in clay on 
the same article, shows a vehi-
cle called the Jensen GT. This 
model will be built in bespoke 

numbers and cost around 
£350,000 outside the UK. Also 
in 2016, Jensen is expected to 
launch the successor to the 
famous Jensen Interceptor, 
called the Interceptor 2.  
 

These revival announcements 
are completely different from 
those announced by CPP in 
2011 and are "officially sanc-
tioned" by the company lead-
ing the project, "The Jensen 
Group", who have said they 

have established complete 
ownership over the Jensen 
marque. The interim Jensen 
GT will be produced under an 
agreement between the Jen-
sen Group and Jensen Inter-
national Automotive, a small 
British company that builds 
modified Interceptor R models. 
 
Want to order a new bespoke 
Jensen? Click on the link  
below. 
https://jensen-sales.com/ 

https://jensen-sales.com/
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Really       
is the best 
medicine 

The Morgan Motor Compa-

ny badge from 1909 stayed 

unchanged for almost a 

century and looked almost 

the same as the contempo-

rary one. It was just lighter 

and more tender, executed 

in thin blue contours, with 

the iconic wings in smooth 

rounded elements. As for 

the lettering, on the co trea-

ty, it was bolder and more 

masculine than today, and 

this added a special balance 

to the whole concept of the 

badge.  

The MMC logo is com-

posed of a sophisticat-

ed emblem, which is 

sometimes accompa-

nied by a simple yet 

modern wordmark, 

placed under it. The let-

tering is executed in 

blue or gray, depending 

on the background 

and placement. As for 

the typeface, the 

brand uses a tradition-

al geometric sans-

serif for all capital letters    

of the nameplate.  

What’s in a name? 

1909 to 2008 

2008 to today 

MORGAN MOTOR COMPANY 

1. Dad, are we pyromaniacs? 
Yes, we arson.  

2. What do you call a pig with lar-
yngitis? Disgruntled.  

3. If you’re bad at haggling, you’ll 
end up paying the price. 

 4. Just so everyone is clear, I’m 
going to put my glasses on.  

5. A commander walks into a bar 
and orders everyone around.  

6. I lost my job as a stage design-
er. I left without making a scene. 

 7. Never buy flowers from a 
monk. Only you can prevent florist 

friars. 

 8. How much did the pirate pay 
to get his ears pierced?              
A buccaneer.  

9. I once worked at a cheap piz-
za shop to get by. I kneaded the 
dough.  

10. My friends and I have named 
our band ‘Duvet’. It’s a cover 
band.  

12. I lost my girlfriend’s audio-
book, and now I’ll never hear the 
end of it.  

13. Why is ‘dark’ spelled with a k 
and not c? Because you can’t 
see in the dark.  

14. Why is it unwise to share 

your secrets with a clock? Well, 
time will tell.  

15. When I told my contractor I 
didn’t want carpeted steps, they 
gave me a blank stare.  

16. Bono and The Edge walk into 
a Dublin bar and the bartender 
says, “Oh no, not U2 again.” 

 17. What did the surgeon say to 
the patient who insisted on closing 
up their own incision? Suture self.  

18. Prison is just one word to you, 
but for some people, it’s a whole 
sentence.  

19. Scientists got together to 
study the effects of alcohol on a 
person’s walk ...the result was 
staggering.  

One liners that are 

sure to impress 
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Watching 

Worth 
The internet is filled with       

stories and videos. In our    

case  there are many that fo-

cus on the British cars that we 

have all come to appreciate. 

Click on the links to follow the 

story. 

 

Jay Leno shows off the most 
British of British cars 
https://www.hagerty.com/media/video/
jay-leno-shows-off-the-most-british-of-
british-cars/ 

Upcoming Events 

Lord Mountbatten’s   
Jaguar 420 rides again 
 https://www.ft.com/
content/ad971c2b-62ed-
4204-8d3a-e4a565c96972 
 
What aggravates you? 
https://www.hagerty.com/media/
market-trends/so-what-aggravates-you
-the-most-on-the-road/ 

Some very cool rides.    

 

Would you take a $1.5 million 
car out onto the ice? 
Check out this video .. 
https://youtu.be/CmDV6bciueM 
 
MGB Electric Conversion 
https://insideevs.com/
news/454917/jonny-smith-mgb-
classic-ev-conversion/ 
 
Eight Great Jaguars 
https://www.hagerty.com/media/
market-trends/the-8-greatest-jaguars-
that-arent-e-types/ 

May 1 -  Snowbirds Run to CFB Comox 

Meeting Place: Qualicum Beach near the comfort     

station on 19a. Departure time: 9:30 am sharp 

As of publication date we have 28 cars registered to take the trip. 
While additional members not currently registered can join in for 
the run, there is no more room available for the lunch reservation 
as the number was limited by the Griffin Pub. 

Reason for the change. Snowbird Team is taking Sunday off. 

You’ve got to 
be kidding!!!! 

This little feature was pub-

lished in the 1963 Popular 

Science Magazine. 

Date Changed to Saturday April 30 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/video/jay-leno-shows-off-the-most-british-of-british-cars/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/video/jay-leno-shows-off-the-most-british-of-british-cars/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/video/jay-leno-shows-off-the-most-british-of-british-cars/
https://www.ft.com/content/ad971c2b-62ed-4204-8d3a-e4a565c96972
https://www.ft.com/content/ad971c2b-62ed-4204-8d3a-e4a565c96972
https://www.ft.com/content/ad971c2b-62ed-4204-8d3a-e4a565c96972
https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/so-what-aggravates-you-the-most-on-the-road/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/so-what-aggravates-you-the-most-on-the-road/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/so-what-aggravates-you-the-most-on-the-road/
https://youtu.be/CmDV6bciueM
https://insideevs.com/news/454917/jonny-smith-mgb-classic-ev-conversion/
https://insideevs.com/news/454917/jonny-smith-mgb-classic-ev-conversion/
https://insideevs.com/news/454917/jonny-smith-mgb-classic-ev-conversion/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/the-8-greatest-jaguars-that-arent-e-types/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/the-8-greatest-jaguars-that-arent-e-types/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/the-8-greatest-jaguars-that-arent-e-types/
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Pictures of us 
and the Gallery 
of our cars. 

For some time we have been 

looking for a volunteer to take 

over responsibility of co-

ordinating these two tasks. No 

one has come forward. In light 

of this an analysis was done of 

how many times members 

have accessed these pages 

over the past two years. Sur-

prisingly they have been ac-

cessed rarely … only a few 

dozen times. Additionally, 

nearly half our members have 

not contributed any images to 

either update the pages or add 

new photos. 

As a result until someone 

wants to take on this task 

these two features on our web-

site will not be updated and we 

may have to consider remov-

ing them from the site. 
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Rubber bumper reconfiguration 

This is the result of my efforts to reduce the rear bumper. 

I cut about 1.5 inches from front edge and added 7/8 inch into the 
width so ends would match the edge of the fender! 

Submitted by Roger Frost 

Volunteer of the year. Marilyn Tarry presents Joe Smith the 

award  for his commitment to take on not only the role of Beano 

Editor but also for  keeping  things going  when a new leader had 

to step in unexpectedly to keep things moving forward. 

Feedback 

We really appreciate getting 
feedback from readers of 
Beano. 

Sometimes in our articles we 
are not be able to cover off   
everything that is of special   
interest to our members. 

Here’s a follow-up to an article 
where we focused on a  Stand-
ard vehicle that did not, as was 
pointed out, mention the be-
loved family car of one of our 
members. 

So to make it up to him here’s a 
link that tells the story  of a 
1950 Standard Vanguard that 
will hopefully bring back fond 
memories. 

https://
thetransportjournal.com/2017/05/19/
cars-of-tintin-series-standard-
vanguard-1950/ 

From shirts to hats to 
badges, look your best 
when you drive up to 
take part in one of our 
events.  
 
Check out the Regalia 
page on our website 
https://www.oecc.ca/

catalog_regalia.htm 

https://thetransportjournal.com/2017/05/19/cars-of-tintin-series-standard-vanguard-1950/
https://thetransportjournal.com/2017/05/19/cars-of-tintin-series-standard-vanguard-1950/
https://thetransportjournal.com/2017/05/19/cars-of-tintin-series-standard-vanguard-1950/
https://thetransportjournal.com/2017/05/19/cars-of-tintin-series-standard-vanguard-1950/
https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_regalia.htm
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The story begins with this photo essay by Warren Hale. 

In an almost 100 year old garage in East Vancouver 
a 1966 Austin Healey 3000 had been siting for over 
30 years. A true “barn find”. 

It was amazingly complete. 

The garage had to be reinforced to keep it from fall-
ing down when the door was opened and the Hea-
ley extricated. 

It was subsequently loaded up and brought to the 

Island  
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Where it met my BT7 coupe also undergoing restoration. 

The outer skin was peeled off and the disassembly 
process started. 

Engine & gearbox removed. 

All mechanical components removed leaving an 
empty shell ready for the sandblasters. 

The BT7 on the left ready to be stripped and upgraded 
while the BJ8 gets a full rebuild. 

Keep watching Beano for further updates as the 
saga continue. 



Beano 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this publication as a 

service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars parts or services. The 

OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no responsibility for 

their veracity.  

Support our advertisers, they make your newsletter possible 

 

Advertise 
 Here 

3 5/8” x 2 1/4” 
9.2 cm x 5.72 cm 

 

Business Size Card Ad 

Check out the OECC Classified Pages https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_ads.htm 
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https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_ads.htm
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