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Volunteers Make It Happen! 

Team Leader 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Bill Grace 

250-390-0779 

bjgrace@shaw.ca 

New member Coordinator 

Dave Stewart 

250-752-6149 

dave_stewart@shaw.ca 

Membership Coordinator 

Dale Kastanis 

778-908-7339 

oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

Social Media Coordinator 

Julie McKay 

250-729-1331 

jamckay1@shaw.ca 

 

Webmaster 

Pat James 

250-713-1698 

oecccib@gmail.com 

Presentation Coordinator 

Need a new volunteer 

 

jrasmart@hotmail.com 

Beano Editor 

Joe Smith 

250-335-2578 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

Leadership Team Regalia 

Marilyn Tarry 

250-591-3124 

oeccregalia@gmail.com 

 

Events Promotion Team 

Howard Lockhart               

TR7@live.ca                                     

250-802-3340 

June Arnett                     

arnett.j@telus.net                                  

604-277-6886 

Warren Hale                    

hale.w@telus.net 

604-341-3252 

David Kelsey                                 

davidkelsey@shaw.ca 

250-752-8849 

Over the past few months we 

have been fortunate to be able 

to have face-to-face meetings 

after nearly a 2 year hiatus. 

It has been so good to see so 

many faces sitting around the 

room at The Legion. 

One of the things we have 

been trying to do is make our 

meetings less formal so that we 

can have more participation 

from you the members. 

This is something we have 

been promoting at the Provin-

cial level and some of the other 

Branches are keen to see how 

this is working out as they are 

interested in changing the way 

they run their meetings. 

OECC AGM  Report 

This year’s AGM was held via 

Zoom which proved to be an 

interesting venture as the 

meeting lasted for about 45 

minutes. 

The Board is pleased to an-

nounce that Chris Beresford of 

the SIB will be taking on the 

role of President. 

In addition our own Bill Grace 

will be taking on the position 

of Treasurer as well as staying 

on as our own CIB Treasurer. 

Susan Jones of the SIB who 

has been doing a terrific job as 

Secretary has been re-elected 

to serve another term to help 

keep the OECC running 

smoothly. 

The Strategic Plan is still in 

play and over the next year 

more work will be done and 

some of the recommendations 

will be put into action. There 

are still a few outstanding items 

to be dealt with but these too 

should be accomplished over 

the next year. 

Happy days are here again as we can gather together 

mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
mailto:bjgrace@shaw.ca
mailto:dave_stewart@shaw.ca
mailto:moecccibsecretary@gmail.comail
mailto:mjamckay1@shaw.ca
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mailto:arnett.j@telus.net
mailto:hale.w@telus.net
mailto:davidkelsey@shaw.ca
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Editor’s 
Notes 

Joe 

A brief look at the cars that keep on giving us joy 

The Sunbeam Tiger is a high
-performance V8 version of 
the British Rootes Group's 
Sunbeam Alpine roadster, de-
signed in part by American car 
designer and racing driver 
Carroll Shelby and produced 
from 1964 until 1967. Shelby 
had carried out a similar V8 
conversion on the AC Cobra, 
and hoped to be offered the 
contract to produce the Tiger 
at his facility in the United 
States. Rootes decided in-
stead to contract the assem-
bly work to Jensen at West 
Bromwich in England, and pay 
Shelby a royalty on every car 
produced.  

Two major versions of the 

Tiger were built: the Mark I 

(1964–1967) was fitted with 

the 260 cu in (4.3 L) Ford V8; 

the Mark II, of which only 633 

were built in the final year of 

Tiger production  

Sunbeam Tiger 

Thanks to all those who took 

the time to submit articles and 

photos for this edition of 

Beano. 

As I have said in the past 

Beano is designed for CIB 

members to share ideas, keep 

up to date on what other mem-

bers are doing and most im-

portant help us all to stay con-

nected. 

Steve Harris on page 7 provid-

ed an article on the completion 

of his 1931 Standard Avon 

Special that has taken him 

years to complete. 

Dave Stewart gives some tips 

and tricks on installing a TR6 

transmission. 

Adele Hedges reported on the 

SIB Restoration Fair and Garth 

Clare submitted some photos 

and a write-up on the run up to 

see the Snowbirds practice. 

As always I welcome feedback 

or am happy to publish any 

submissions you send in.  

How about a story about your 

first British car that got you on 

the way to being passionate 

about these great vehicles we 

all drive. 

joesmith@shaw.ca 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V8_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Alpine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roadster_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carroll_Shelby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AC_Cobra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jensen_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bromwich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bromwich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royalties
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Windsor_engine#260
mailto:joesmith@shaw.ca
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As of publication 
date we have 106 
memberships. This 
represents both 
single and family 
members. Together they own over 
160 cars. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE  
ALWAYS WELCOME 

The OECC is a club for people 
who are enthusiastic about Eng-
lish cars. Our members aren't all 
English, they aren't all old and 
some don’t even own English 
cars.  

Our mission is the preservation, 
restoration and enjoyment of Eng-
lish vehicles of all makes and 
models.  

Guests and new members are al-
ways welcome at our meetings 

and events.  

If this seems interesting we'd 
love to have you join us. 

By Dale 
Kastanis 

Welcome to the Club 

Really Rare 

Cars 
The first Marcos car, the 
Xylon, had gullwing doors 
and a windscreen in four 
panels. It was nicknamed 
the "Ugly Duckling". A total 
of nine, aimed at 750 Mo-
tor Club events, were built 
in 1959 and 1960. For pro-
duction the body was 
made less radical but ini-
tially retained the gullwing 
doors. It was powered by a 

choice of Ford engines 
varying from 997 cc to 
1498 cc and had Stand-
ard 10 and Triumph Her-

ald steering and suspen-
sion components. Only 
thirty-nine were made up to 
1963.  

Marcos GT 
Xylon 

Jean Fisher - Crofton - 1986 
Jaguar Vanden Plas V12 -1987 
Jaguar XJS V12 -  1971 Rolls 
Royce Corniche Coupe. 

Grant McWhirter - Courtney -  

Lyle Shannon - Nanaimo -   
1960 Austin Healey 

David Coverdale - Campbell 
River  - 1967 MGB 

Darren Dempsey - Nanaimo - 
1977 Triumph Spitfire 

Mark Unsworth - Duncan - 
1991 Lotus Elan 

Bill Stevens - Ladysmith -   
1953 MG TD 

Derrick Williams - Nanaimo - 
2012 Jaguar XKR 

Steve Chambers - Parksville - 
1974 MGB GT 

Darrell Hutchison -           
Cumberland - 1970 MGB 

Ben Chapman -  Coombs  
1972 and 1973 MGB 

Murray Redford - Gabriola - 
Triumph TR6 and Triumph 
GT6 

Ron Cook - Ladysmith      
1958 TR3A 

Dwayne Schulz - Nanaimo   

Dougal Meekison - Qualicum 
Beach - 1961TR3A - 1961 
AMC Metropolitan 

Linda Witzke - Qualicum 
Beach – 1975 TR6 

More information and applica-
tion forms can be found by go-
ing to … https://oecc.ca/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_of_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Herald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Herald
https://oecc.ca/
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By Steve Harris 

My 1931 'STANDARD AVON 
SPECIAL" is the result of the com-
pany needing a True Sports Car 
as this was a new type of product 
on the market in 1929 .....  

Alan & Richard 'Jensen' had just 
finished Engineering School and 
mocked up this design in their 
Dad's Garage ..... Standard Ap-
proved and got the 'New Avon 
Coach Builders'                                                                                                                            
of Warwick to make this body tub 
and two other designs .....  This 
Boattail  design #2 was a 'Works 
Built' example assembled to a few 
Sold Orders from 1929 to 1931.... 

The first cars were built with avail-
able Chassis , wings, engines Etc. 
By 1931 Special Works Modifica-
tions were available such as One 
Door or Two... Folding Wind-
screen or Fixed 'V' type, Bench or 
Shovel Back Seats.... a choice of 
engines from the Big 9- 4cyl. to an 
Ensine 6 Cyl. all at extra cost ... 
Very few examples were built  due 

to the Depression .... 

In 1997 we were in England and 
I found this example in Oxford-
shire at a broker's .... "IN 
NEED" ....  So home it was 
shipped ..... 

In 2005 I decided to do the 'Full 
Monty' on it to a Total 'Period Cor-
rect' rebuild ... For years I collect-
ed Period Bits and had parts made 
as No parts were available on the 
shelves .... 

A lot of local talent helped in mak-
ing the Dream .... like Shell Bear-
ings  not babbitt bearing conver-
sion... An English Wheel expert to 
make the Aluminum engine hood , 
A very good machinist to make the 
'Alfin Brake Drums' .... A hot rod 
Builder to reproduce the 
Wings ....On & On ....  This Build is 
not measured in Hours , But in 
Years .... 

So by October 2021 all the Mecca-
no Bits were ready and the race 
was on ......Come May 16 2022 I 
got it Running and Tested and Li-
cenced the 'AVON' two days be-
fore the All British Show at 
VanDuzen .... Saturday AM a Run 
To The Ferry and the All British ..... 
The 'Avon' was Well Received as it 
got a First Place in Pre-War ..... 

The end result is a 91 year old 
Nimble - Quick - Pleasure to Drive 
my Dream Come True....  It is a 

A short story of a long trip 

Continued next page 
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The OECC website is 

your gateway to a 

wealth of information.      

https://www.oecc.ca/ 

 

Over the past many 
months our website team 
has been working hard to 
develop a new look as well 
as introducing a number of 
new features to our web-
site. 

Over the next month or so 
changes and updates will 
continue so keep coming 
back as the site unfolds. 

'Factory Special' done as much 
as possible to Period Correct .... 

 About Ten examples of this #2 
design remain.... In the Day they 
were seen at 'Brooklands' com-
peting on Members Day Events 

and Trials Competitions & Ral-
lies .... 

It took Planning and frustrations 
like the need for a new 'V' radia-
tor to be made. But my Fun is in 
the Build of the Dream .....  

Civil engineer Reginald Walter 
Maudslay founded the Standard 
Motor Company in Coventry, Eng-
land, in 1903. Maudslay entered a 
Standard (the first Standard en-
tered in competition) in the inaugu-
ral RAC Tourist Trophy race 
where it finished 11th in a field of 
over 40 entrants.  
 

The Standard Motor Company en-
joyed rapid success in the early 
years, supplying fleets to British 
royalty and other affluent custom-
ers.  

In the late 1920s, the company's 

fortunes began to turn, so the 

company standardized its offer-

ings and began supplying chas-

sis to external coachbuilders 

such as Jensen, Avon and Swal-

low Sidecar Company.  

Standard and Avon produced a 

line of sports cars in 1930, which 

featured Standard's running gear 

and chassis. 

https://www.oecc.ca/
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Sunday, July 10, 2022 Transfer Beach, Ladysmith 

BRITS ON THE BEACH 

Kurt Luneburg 

gokurtgo@shaw.ca  

1-250-465-1103 

Brits on the Beach is well on 
its way, the foundation is laid 
and the framing has start-
ed.  Sponsors have generously 
stepped up this year, the Lions 
will be providing their tradition 
pancake breakfast and lunch 
concession.  We have vendors 
lined up and the various Coor-
dinators are making progress 
on their tasks.  We’ll be repeat-
ing the successful children’s 
“Passport” competition along 
with the “Win-A-Ride” draw.   

Thanks to all of you who have 
stepped up so far to help out 
with the Brits on the Beach 
this year.  This event is the 
highlight of the Branch’s calen-
dar and needs the full support 
and assistance from every 
member to make it a success.   

 

mailto:gokurtgo@shaw.ca
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Rootes was founded in 
Hawkhurst, Kent, in 1913 by 
William and Reginald Rootes 
as a car sales agency. In 1917 
they formed Rootes Limited to 
buy the Maidstone branch of 
their father's motor business, 
founded in 1897. In 1919 the 
distribution of cars and com-
mercial vehicles extended to 
London and other parts of the 
country.  
 
As early as 1924 Rootes had 
become the largest truck and 
car distributor in the United 
Kingdom. They advertised that 
their showrooms in Devonshire 
House Piccadilly could supply 

new cars priced from £145 to 
£3,000 manufactured by Rolls
-Royce, Daimler, Sunbeam, 
Austin, Hillman, Fiat or Clyno.  
 
A particular effort was put into 
overseas sales and it became 
clear the export opportunities 
warranted a move into car 
manufacture, which was 
achieved in 1928 by the pur-
chase of controlling interests 
in first Hillman Motor Car 
Company Limited followed a 
year later by Humber Limited 

   and Commercial Cars 
 Limited. Hillman and 
Commer were made wholly 
owned subsidiaries of Humber 
Limited and the Rootes broth-
ers' holding eventually became 
60 percent of the Humber ordi-
nary shares. The brothers 
could now show their ability to 
manufacture handsome cars 
with a strong sales appeal.  
 

Rootes Securities Limited 
 
Rootes Limited was renamed 
Rootes Securities Limited in 
1933. During the Depression 
more businesses were picked 
up as they came available: 
Karrier Motors Limited 1934, 
Sunbeam Motor Company Lim-
ited 1934, Clement Talbot Lim-
ited 1934 and British Light 
Steel Pressings Limited 1937 
were all bought and made sub-
sidiaries of Humber Limited. 
London's Mayfair coachbuild-
ers and Rolls-Royce and Daim-
ler dealers Thrupp & Maberly 
Limited had been bought in 
1926 their royal warrant always 
proudly displayed.  
 

Ownership and control, 
Rootes family 
 
'Rootes Motors Limited' was 
the new name assumed 16        
November 1949 of holding 

1928 Hillman 14 Saloon 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawkhurst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Edward_Rootes,_1st_Baron_Rootes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devonshire_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devonshire_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber_Limited
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Motor_Car_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Motor_Car_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talbot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talbot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Light_Steel_Pressings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Light_Steel_Pressings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thrupp_%26_Maberly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thrupp_%26_Maberly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Warrant_of_Appointment_(United_Kingdom)
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company Rootes Securities 
Limited.  
 
On 24 November 1949 shares 
in Rootes Motors Limited were 
issued to the public in ex-
change for £3,025,000. Rootes 
was now a public listed compa-
ny.  
 
At this time employees totalled 
17,000. Rootes owned, on av-
erage, about 80 per cent of the 
capital of its subsidiaries. Man-
ufacture was carried out in 
three factories in Coventry with 
more at Luton, Cricklewood 
and Acton.  
 
There was a wholly owned as-
sembly plant in Australia and 
similar facilities owned with as-
sociates in Argentina, Republic 
of Ireland and India. From Dev-
onshire House in Piccadilly the 
original business, the market-
ing subsidiary, directed opera-
tions at five branches in Kent, 
their North Kensington service 
department and Birmingham 
and Manchester branches to-
gether with distribution compa-
nies overseas sometimes joint-
ly owned.  
 

World War II 
A Bristol Blenheim bomber 

 
With the outbreak of the Sec-
ond World War Rootes, like 
most other British car manu-
facturers, became involved 
with the production of arma-
ments. 
 
In 1940, under the Govern-
ment's shadow factory 
scheme, Rootes built its mas-
sive assembly plant in Ryton-
on-Dunsmore, near Coventry, 
initially manufacturing aircraft, 
one of the first types being the 
Bristol Blenheim. Production 
included an RAF heavy bomb-
er, the Handley Page Halifax. 
These were built at a shadow 

factory at Speke Air-
port near Liverpool 
and at Blythe Bridge 
in Staffordshire from 
1941 to 1943. Rootes 
also manufactured 
military vehicles, 
based on the Humber 
and Commer. 
  
Rootes had a rare 
lapse of business 

judgement shortly after WWII. 
When he visited the 
Volkswagen factory in Wolfs-
burg to evaluate it for war repa-
rations, he opined that it – and 
the Beetle – had no value.  
 

Postwar acquisitions 
Tilling-Stevens Limited with its 
subsidiary Vulcan Motors, both 
old-established and well-known 
commercial vehicle and bus 
manufacturers, was bought in 
the second half of 1950. A new 
acquisition in 1956 was Singer 
Motors Limited. Rootes' Sing-
ers, badge-engineered Hill-
mans, were aimed at slightly 
more upmarket small car buy-
ers.  
 

Post-war development 
 
Following the war, Rootes also 
sponsored satellite manufactur-
ing operations around the 
world, notably in Australasia 
(Rootes Australia) and the Mid-
dle East.  In 1950 it acquired 
Tilling-Stevens, a truck and bus 

Hillman Minx The "Audax" 
Minx Series I to VI 

A Bristol Blenheim 
bomber 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Factory#Shadow_factories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryton_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryton_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_Blenheim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handley_Page_Halifax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speke_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speke_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volkswagen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfsburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfsburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volkswagen_Beetle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilling-Stevens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulcan_(motor_vehicles)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singer_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singer_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australasia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rootes_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilling-Stevens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RAFBristolBlenheimWWIIColour.jpg
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manufacturer based in Maid-
stone, Kent.  
 
Rootes successfully sold a 
range of cars priced at a slight 
premium to their major home 
market competitors, justified on 
the basis that they offered a 
level of superiority in design 
and finish.  
 
Studebaker stylist Raymond 
Loewy was a design consultant 
to Rootes; evidence of his influ-
ence is most readily seen in 
the 1956 Audax range of cars, 
which included the contempo-
rary Hillman Minx, a model also 
produced under licence by Isu-
zu Motors of Japan as the Isu-
zu Hillman Minx.  
 

Engineering innovation 
 
Rootes introduced a novel su-
percharged diesel engine in 
1954, based on a Sulzer Broth-
ers concept. This was the 
Commer TS3 2-stroke 3-
cylinder engine, with 2 op-
posed inward facing pistons 
per cylinder, which drove the 
crankshaft through bell cranks. 
The 3.25 litre engine devel-
oped 90 hp (67 kW), equivalent 
to contemporary 4-stroke die-
sel engines of more than twice 
the capacity.  
 
The engine was used in Com-
mer trucks as well as an indus-
trial engine. Production ceased 
in 1968 after the Chrysler take-
over.  
 

Range rationalisation 
 
Hillman when purchased had 
been making large cars. They 

introduced a straight-eight soon 
after Hillman became a subsidi-
ary, but it was withdrawn as the 
Depression deepened. Their 2-
1/2 and 3-litre cars were re-
styled in the mid-1930s and re-
named Humber Snipe and their 
small Minx was made the main-
stay "bread and butter" member 
of the Rootes range.  
 
Sunbeam continued its sports 
appeal but downsizing postwar 
to small to medium-sized cars. 
Humber made the larger luxury 
passenger vehicles, Snipes and 
variants, and luxury mid-size 
cars ending with the compact 
Sceptre. The intervening break 
in medium-sized Humbers was 
filled by the postwar Sunbeams.  
 

Sunbeam Tiger 
During the 1960s, Sunbeam's 
Alpine convertible was moder-
ately successful in the US mar-
ket. Rootes considered that the 
Alpine's sales would be im-
proved with a more powerful 
model. As a result, in 1964 they 

introduced the Tiger, a V8 de-
rivative powered by a 260 cu in 
(4,261 cm

3
) Ford V8 engine. 

Carroll Shelby was involved in 
the development of the Tiger 
prototype.  
 
A 289 cu in (4,736 cm

3
) model 

followed in 1967, but few were 
built as it was considered inap-
propriate for a Chrysler vehicle 
to be powered by Ford. Con-
sideration was given to in-
stalling a Chrysler V8 but their 
engines were larger and heavi-
er.  
 

Hillman Imp and the 
move to Linwood 
The rear-engine Hillman Imp 
never caught on with the buy-
ing public. 
 
In 1963, Rootes introduced the 
Hillman Imp, a compact rear-
engined saloon with an innova-
tive all-aluminium OHC engine, 
based on a Coventry Climax 
engine design (originally used 
for a fire pump). It was intend-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maidstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maidstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Studebaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Loewy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Loewy
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rootes_Audax&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Minx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isuzu_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isuzu_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isuzu_Hillman_Minx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isuzu_Hillman_Minx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diesel_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sulzer_(manufacturer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sulzer_(manufacturer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commer_TS3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber_Sceptre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Alpine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunbeam_Tiger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carroll_Shelby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Imp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aluminium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry_Climax
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ed to be a response from 
Rootes to rival BMC's popular 
Mini, and a new factory (called 
the Linwood plant) on the 
boundary between Paisley and 
Elderslie, Renfrewshire was 
built for its assembly. 

The move to Linwood was 
forced upon the company by 
the British government, which 
had introduced the principle of 
"industrial development certifi-
cates" (IDCs) to build factories 
in depressed areas. The Lin-
wood workforce had no experi-
ence in motor vehicle assembly 
and the build quality and relia-
bility of the cars suffered. An-
other problem was that the 
component suppliers were still 
based in the Midlands, and the 
company incurred costs trans-
porting half-finished engine 
castings from Linwood to be 
machined at Ryton and re-
turned to Linwood. 

 The Imp itself was underdevel-
oped, and the build quality and 
reliability problems, coupled with 
buyer apathy towards the design 
were reflected in poor sales.  

Management succession 

Following the death in 1964 of 
Lord Rootes, his son, William 
Geoffrey Rootes, became the 
second Lord Rootes and be-
came the new chairman of 
Rootes Motors. On 1 May 1967 
Lord Rootes appointed Gilbert 
Hunt, who at the time was man-
aging director of Massey-
Ferguson in the UK, to be the 
new managing director of the 
Rootes Group.  
 

Chrysler (1967–78) 
 
It has been suggested that the 
demise of Rootes began with 
losses due to industrial relations 
problems at their BLSP plant in 

London, with knock-on prob-
lems down the supply chain. By 
the mid-1960s, Rootes was 
progressively taken over by the 
Chrysler Corporation of the 
United States, following huge 
losses amid the commercial 
failure of the troubled Imp.  
Lack of funds for new model 
investment was a striking fea-
ture of the company's final dec-
ade.  
 
Chrysler was also keen to take 
control of the struggling firm as 
it wished to have its own wholly 
independent European subsidi-
aries like archrivals Ford and 
GM. Chrysler took over Simca 
of France and Barreiros of 
Spain at the same time, merg-
ing it with Rootes (now re-
named "Chrysler UK") to create 
Chrysler Europe.  
 
The Rootes name had largely 
vanished by 1971, and its other 
brand names were progres-
sively phased out during the 
1970s. Only Hillman was left by 
1977, when it, too, was shelved 
in favour of the Chrysler name. 
The Commer name was also 
phased out in the 1970s, the 
group's van and truck models 
mostly assuming the Dodge 
nameplate by 1976.  
 
In Iacocca—an Autobiography, 
former Chrysler chairman Lee 
Iacocca was disparaging of the 
Rootes operation, writing that 
Chrysler should never have 
bought it.  
 
Chrysler UK continued with a 
range of rear-wheel-drive fami-
ly cars such as the Hillman 
Avenger (introduced in 1970) 

Hillman Imp 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryton_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Rootes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Geoffrey_Rootes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Geoffrey_Rootes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_Hunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_Hunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massey-Ferguson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massey-Ferguson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Light_Steel_Pressings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysler_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Motors_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barreiros_(manufacturer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysler_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dodge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Iacocca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Iacocca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Avenger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Avenger
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and Hillman Hunter (introduced 
in 1966), while the Imp — 
which by now had most of its 
teething problems ironed out — 
was largely ignored by the new 
management. The Imp's com-
mercial chances were not 
helped by the launch of new 
imports in the early 1970s in-
cluding the Fiat 127 and Re-
nault 5.  
 
In the late 1960s, Chrysler en-
deavoured to market the 
Rootes cars in the US. These 
efforts proved unsuccessful. 
Marketing in the US was im-
peded by an inability to offer 
cars for sale during part of 
1968, as the Rootes cars could 
not comply with exhaust emis-
sion requirements.  
 
Chrysler had spent much of the 
1970s unsuccessfully trying to 
integrate its Rootes and Simca 
ranges into one, coherent 
whole. The traditionally engi-

neered, rear-wheel-drive cars 
of the British division had lim-
ited appeal outside the UK,  
 
Unfortunately, with its prob-
lems in the US, Chrysler did 
not have the capital to invest 
in refreshing their entire prod-
uct range, and sales of the 
older designs stagnated in the 
face of more modern competi-
tion. Also, the production facili-
ties were outmoded, industrial 
relations problems were per-
sistent, and the products had 
a poor reputation for quality  
 
In the face of massive losses, 
and the risk of high unemploy-
ment in the surrounding areas 
if the factories closed, the Ry-
ton and Linwood factories 
were the subject of frequent 
government bail-outs.  
 

Peugeot (1978–
2007) 

 
Despite the government assis-
tance, the weight of problems 
bearing on Chrysler Europe 
resulted in its collapse in 1977, 
leading to the company's 1978 
takeover by PSA Peugeot-
Citroen. PSA soon wielded the 
axe over the troubled Linwood 
factory in Scotland, and ex-
humed the Talbot marque from 
the pages of Rootes' history to 
re-badge the former Chrysler 
and Simca badged models. 
 
Whilst Ryton was saved, PSA 
took little interest in the heavy 
commercial vehicles and the 
former Commer/Dodge/Karrier 
truck and van factory was run 
in conjunction with the trucks 
division of Renault. After the 
withdrawal of the last Dodge-
derived trucks (latterly badged 
as Renaults) it became an en-
gine production plant for Re-
nault Véhicules Industriels.  
 
The first Rootes model to be 
discontinued under Peugeot's 
ownership was the Hunter in 
1979, and its production tool-
ing subsequently went to Iran, 
where the Paykan went into 
local production, which contin-
ued until 2004. 
 
By 1985 PSA had announced 
that it would abandon the three
-marque strategy on passen-
ger cars, and the Horizon re-
placement, developed as the 
Talbot Arizona, became the 
Peugeot 309 when it was 
launched in the autumn of 
1985 he Talbot badge was dis-
continued on passenger cars, 
with the Alpine, Solara and 1979 Hunter 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillman_Hunter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiat_127
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault_5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault_5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peugeot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peugeot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talbot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault_Trucks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault_Trucks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paykan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peugeot_309
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Samba all finishing production 
in May 1986  
 
The Ryton plant was initially 
retained and went on to assem-
ble the Peugeot 405 alongside 
the 309 from 1987, as well as 
the 309's successor (the 
Peugeot 306) from late 1992, 
and finally the Peugeot 206 
from 1998.  
In April 2006, after years of 
speculation surrounding Ry-
ton's future, the PSA Group an-

nounced that production of the 
Peugeot 206 would be shifted 
to Slovakia and the Ryton 
plant would close  
 
Production at the plant ceased 
on 12 December 2006. It 
marked the end of nearly 60 
years of car manufacturing at 
Ryton, and severed the motor 
industry's final remaining di-
rect link with the Rootes 
Group. More than 2,000 jobs 

were lost as a result of the fac-
tory's closure. It was demol-
ished soon after. The only 
physical remnant of the Rootes 
Group still in existence is the 
Whitley research and develop-
ment centre - originally estab-
lished during the Chrysler era, 
but subsequently sold by PSA 
and is now owned by Jaguar 
Land Rover. 

This was the Canadian headquarters of Rootes Canada which at the time was one of the largest 
British auto manufacturers in the world.  Their Canadian HQ in Scarborough, Ontario boasted the 
largest auto showroom in North America when it opened in 1952. 

Rootes in Canada 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peugeot_405
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peugeot_306
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peugeot_206
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peugeot_206
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovakia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitley_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_Land_Rover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_Land_Rover
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video link.htm

By Adele Hedges 

Ken and I set off early in the 
pouring rain in our Jaguar to 
attend this event put on by the 
South Island Branch at Herit-
age Acres in Sanichton.   

We may well have decided not 
to go, but having arranged to 
go and see our granddaughter 
after the event we decided to 
go.  Fortunately the rain 
stopped once we got to the oth-
er side of the Malahat and 
stayed dry with occasional sun-
ny breaks.   

We met many of our friends, 
but it did seem strange not to 
go with the convoy of Central 
Island members as we have 
done in past years.  However, 
we enjoyed the day and so 
happy we went as we would 
have missed the special 
presentation to Robert and Ann 
Atkins children, Rowland and 
Rachelle.   

We first met Robert and Ann on 
the first Brits ‘Round BC – 
BRBC in 2005 and became 
very good friends with them 

and many others in our 
branch too.  Those of you who 
knew Robert will remember is 
sense of humour, great narra-
tor and was known for wear-
ing two different coloured 
socks.   

Many of you will also remem-
ber his black cowboy hat 
which he purchased on the 
BRBC 2006  We got to chat 
with Rowland and Rachelle 
after the presentation and he 
tells us that Robert’s Aston 
Martin was purchased by 
someone in Qualicum.  They 
will be coming to Brits on the 
Beach in July.  

Robert started the Annual 
Restoration Fair and Swap 
meet, so it was very fitting that 
he was remembered here last 
Sunday at this special presen-
tation. 

The last time we saw Robert 
was at the ABFM at VanDus-
en in 2019. 

Click on the icon 

To see the video 

presentation 

15
TH

 ANNUAL RESTORATION AND SWAP MEET 
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Our first drive of the season to 

the Snowbirds practice at the 

AFB Comox for May 1st had to 

be hurriedly rearranged for Sat-

urday, April 30th due to the 

Snowbirds taking a day off on 

the Sunday.  Sadly some par-

ticipants who had signed up for 

Sunday were not available on 

Saturday. 

 Twelve cars departed the '3 

poles' on the Qualicum Beach 

waterfront in slightly damp con-

ditions.  By the time we 

reached the Griffin Pub for 

brunch the weather had 

cleared and we were joined 

by a couple of local cars with 

their occupants. 

After a pleasant, though 

somewhat rushed, meal we 

headed around the north end 

of the aerodrome to the 

viewsite on the bluff overlook-

ing beautiful Airport Beach. 

Our contingent consisted of 2 

Austin Healys, 3 Triumphs, 4 

Jaguars and 5 MGs. 

Under clear skies  we were 

treated to some neat practice 

formation flying by the Snow-

birds team.  The expected CF-

18 demonstration did not hap-

pen, but nonetheless a fine 

time was had by all. 

Thanks to Kurt Luneburg for 

keeping us up to date with the 

Snowbirds arrangements, and 

to all participants for a lovely 

day out. 

Garth Clare                       

Snowbirds wagonmaster 

 Snowbirds Trip Report Saturday, April 30 
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 At times it was hard to see the 
cars for the people but overall 
the day turned out to be really 
nice. Thanks to Dave Stewart 
for  organizing a good turn-out 
of our members. So much so 
that the CIB won an award for 
Club Participation. 

We had 17 cars and drivers 
take part which gave a real 
good showing as we were all 
grouped together on 1st Street. 

The Seaside Cruisers did a 
great job of organizing the 
event. We can look forward to 
seeing more of us at next 
year’s event. 

Father’s Day Show and Shine Qualicum Beach 
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Watching 

Worth 
The internet is filled with           

stories and videos. In our case  

there are many that focus on the 

British cars that we have all come 

to appreciate. Click on the links to 

follow the story. 

The Daimler & Armstrong 

Siddeley Story 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=BjeChNXdIuI 

7 Greatest British V8s 
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=LF07dX98gl0 

MGTD Hot Rod 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=oRx6LqWTE-I 

Austin Healey with Jay Leno 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=saZY4k8_Chw 
 
Inside Rolls Royce 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pndoAjymnMM 
 
Inside Bentley 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KEf3BAPbqvM 

After you’ve had a couple of 
weeks to recover from Brits on the 
Beach, join with other CIB mem-
bers to enjoy the journey through 
the beautiful Cowichan Valley  to a 
wine tasting at the Blue Grouse 
Winery in Duncan, with a 
BYOP&C (Bring Your Own Picnic 
& Chair) to follow at Bright Angel 
Regional Park.  

Plan to assemble by 9:30 a.m. at 
the Tim Horton’s on 10th Street 
(Southgate) in South Nanaimo, 
with departure for the run at 9:45 

a.m. to arrive at Blue Grouse for 
our tasting scheduled for 11:00 
a.m.  Blue Grouse is “one of the 
oldest vineyards on Vancouver 
Island” and is “family-owned, 
sustainably farmed and award-
winning.”  (They make good 
wine!)   

Following the tasting, there is a 
short drive to Bright Angel Re-
gional Park for a bring-your-own 
picnic lunch. 

Hoping for fine weather and see-

ing many CIB members and their 
vehicles there!  

So that Blue Grouse can provide 
the best experience possible for 
our group,  

Pre-registration is required 

for the sit-down tasting of five 
wines:   $11.50 per person ($10 
+15% gratuity). 

Register with June Arnett via 
email:    arnett.jl@telus.net 

BY THURSDAY, JULY 21 
PLEASE 

Mark your Calendars!  
Cowichan Valley Run and Wine Tasting 

Sunday, July 24, 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjeChNXdIuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjeChNXdIuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF07dX98gl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF07dX98gl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRx6LqWTE-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRx6LqWTE-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saZY4k8_Chw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saZY4k8_Chw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pndoAjymnMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pndoAjymnMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEf3BAPbqvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEf3BAPbqvM
mailto:arnett.jl@telus.net
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By Dave Stewart 

As a musician I know that “Practice 
Make’s Perfect”, and I can say that 
after removing and installing my 
TR6 transmission 3 times my 
technique has become much more 
perfected. 

The transmission in this article was 
done on a Triumph TR6, with a J 
type Overdrive, I’m sure this article 
will be applicable for some other 
British car makes as well. A slight 
caveat, I sent the transmission and 
Overdrive out for rebuilding, to Tom 
Munroe in Esquimalt. (He does, 
Excellent work)  

The Technique 

To keep this relatively short I will 
not go into a lot of detail on the 
procedure for removal and 
installation this can be found in The 
TR6 “Repair Operation Manual” 
Synchromesh Gear Box 
Operations section, or in other 
repair manuals, I have included two 
links that illustrate transmission 
removal and installation. 

Lifting the car up for access, note 
I don’t have a post floor hoist, I 
used a hydraulic Scissor lift hoist.  

Transmission Removal, 
techniques, here is a useful 
Video link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=L91QIKoyG70 
 

Installation Technique 

My first step was to study the 
Repair Manual and watch online 
Videos. 

You will need extra help if you do 
it the way I did it the first two 
times.  I asked a couple of friends 
for their help with the removal 
and installation.  This time it was 
much easier, my online video 
research turned up a 
“Transmission Installation Tool”, 
which has been fabricated by 
James Doolin, (His business is in 
Ontario) James has an online 
channel on Youtube called “Dr. 
Doolin”, with several mechanical 

tips, in particular I used his 
“Transmission installation Tool” 
video. The video really intrigued 
me as to the ease of installation 
with his transmission Installation 
tool. I purchased one and found 
that it was indeed much easier to 
install, I was able to remove and 
installed the transmission by 
myself. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=49CPVhjY23g 

 
Some useful Installation tips: 
 
i) Place a short 2 X 4 block of 
wood behind the engine so that is 
wedged up against the battery, 
before the transmission is 
removed, this allows the 
transmission to stay in the correct 
position so that it doesn’t drop 
down.  

ii) When installing the 
transmission, use a piece of wire 
to hold clutch release arm lever in 
place so that the Throw- out 
bearing lever can’t inadvertently 
move allowing the Throw-Out 
bearing to fall out. (Incidentally I 
used a Koyo bearing the first two 
times Tom Munro found that the 
Koyo’s domed shape front, had 
created premature wear on the 
pressure plate. This time I ordered 
a 2065 Timken Bearing from 
Amazon.ca, for $43.76. 
 
 iii) I removed the steering wheel 
which makes the transmission 
installation much easier.  
 Iv)  Install the pressure plate and 
clutch, with the centering tool, the 
new clutch and pressure plate 
came with the centering tool. 
 v) Move the drive shaft over to 
one side to allow the transmission 
can slide in, I also removed the 

TIPS FOR INSTALLING A TR6 TRANSMISSION  

Continued next page 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L91QIKoyG70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L91QIKoyG70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L91QIKoyG70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49CPVhjY23g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49CPVhjY23g
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bolt securing the park brake, and 
removed it to one side to allow 
more maneuverability for the 
transmission.  
vi) Lift the transmission into the 
gutted interior of the car, and then 
set up the Doolin Installation tool, 
as shown on the video. 
 viii) wire the clutch lever, it needs 
to be able to clear its way into the 
interior transmission opening hole. 
ix) Maneuver the transmission into 
position on the Transmission 
Installation tool, connect the 
ratchet strap under the 
transmission to hoist it up or 
down, make sure that 
transmission bell housing lines up 
with the upper studs on the rear of 
the motor. (a tight fit on the top of 
the bell housing)  
 x) Line up the Transmission 
splines with the hole in the Clutch 
pressure plate. Place the 
transmission in fourth gear so that 
 it can be rotated by one 
 hand to centre the 
 transmission input shaft 
 splines on to the clutch 
 pressure plate, with your 
 other hand at the back of the 
  transmission, push the 
     transmission forward 

towards the engine, use a 
gentle rocking motion to have it 
mate up with the pressure plate 
hole and transmission input 
shaft, (this requires patience 
and perseverance) you will feel 
that the transmission splines 
engage slightly, it will stop 
turning by hand. 
 xi) When the transmission is 
lined up in place, it requires a 
lever to move it into place into 
the clutch pressure plate, use a 
3’ or 4’, 2” X 4” as a lever.  
Place the 2’X4” between the 
transmission driveshaft flange 
and the transmission tunnel, 
lever it into place.  
xii) Reinstall all the bell housing 
bolts, starter etc., follow the 
installation instructions in the 
Repair Operation Manual, to 
complete the installation 
process. 
 
***A tip, if your Gear Lever anti 
rattle pin and spring look worn, 
replace them when you are at 
the point of installing the gear 
lever, this makes shifting 
between gears slot tightly, and 
prevents rattling, they are 
inexpensive parts. 

Just for 
Laughs 

Generation gap 
A mom texts, “Hi! Son, what do 
IDK, LY and TTYL mean?” He 
texts back, “I don’t know, love you 
and talk to you later.” The mom 
replies, “It’s OK, don’t worry 
about it. I’ll ask your sister. Love 
you too.” 
 

Chicken’s for dinner 

“Doctor, I think my wife is getting 
hard of hearing.” 
 
“There’s a simple test you can 
run to see how bad the problem 
is: Start out 40 feet away from 
her, and in a normal conversa-
tional speaking tone say some-
thing and see if she hears you. If 
not, go to 30 feet, then 20 feet, 
and so on until you get a re-
sponse.” 
 
That evening, the man’s wife is in 
the kitchen cooking dinner, and 
he’s in the living room. In a nor-
mal tone, he asks, “Honey, what’s 
for supper?” 
 
No response. 
 
So he moves to the other end of 
the room and repeats, “Honey, 
what’s for supper?” Still no re-
sponse. Next, he moves into the 
dining room. “Honey, what’s for 
supper?” No response, so he 
walks up to the kitchen door. 
“Honey, what’s for supper?” 
Again, there is no response, so 
he walks right up behind her. 
“Honey, what’s for supper?” 
 
“For the fifth time, Harry,   
CHICKEN!” 
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OUT AND ABOUT 

Julie McKay, Dave Stewart and Dave Kelsey were not only flying the British flag but were actively 

promoting our club and selling a few bits and pieces at the Vintage Car Club’s Swap meet at Arbutus 

Meadows. Special thanks to Steve Harris for loaning us the flags and helping to get us involved. 

In case you missed it, there was a parade of British built automobiles that was part of  Queen Eliza-

beth ll’s Jubilee celebrations. The photo above is a screen shot of the parade showing a variety of  

restored Morris vehicles.  
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Sometimes you just don’t know 
until you do the research. Trevor 
Lee paid 2000£ (just over $3000 
Cdn today) when he purchased 
this 1986 Jaguar Daimler from a 
friend. At the time he was worried 
he would not make his money 
back. 

Noticing that the car had low mile-
age, was a little longer than a nor-
mal Daimler, Lee and his late wife 
Cheryl felt it had all the hallmarks 
of a Royal car. 

Cheryl was set on proving its his-
tory as there did not seem to be 
any record of its tax disc. After 3 
weeks of phone calls Jaguar final-
ly but reluctantly confirmed that 
the car was produced for the 
Queen Mother in 1986 with the 
intention that it would eventually 
return to their museum upon her 

death. However after her death 
in 1991 the royal colours were 
removed, the car was painted 
black and given to the Mayor of 
Richmond upon Thames. 

Sadly Cheryl passed away in 
2016 and Trevor lost all motiva-
tion to fix up the car until his 
daughter pushed him to com-
plete the project that he had 
promised to finish. In order to do 
so he had to get special permis-
sion to change the exterior col-
ours back to the original ceremo-
nial colours. 

The plan now is that the car will 
go to auction with some of the 
proceeds going to cancer re-
search. He’s hoping for the best 
as a similar car went for 125,000
£ but that was 25 years ago.  

A Royal Revelation 

1904 Daimler 

Some Royal Cars 

over the years 

1961 Rolls Royce Phantom 

2002 Bentley State Limousine 

Aston Martin DB6 
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DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this publication as a 

service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars parts or services. The 

OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no responsibility for 

their veracity.  

Support our advertisers, they make your newsletter possible 

 

Advertise 
 Here 

3 5/8” x 2 1/4” 
9.2 cm x 5.72 cm 

 

Business Size Card Ad 

Check out the OECC Classified Pages https://www.oecc.ca/catalog_ads.htm 
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