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Toronto Tim’s TR4 last week.
Aren't you pleased that you live on Vancouver Island?
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Chair Report
It’s been a bit quiet this winter…barring a few parties here and there. The weather has
been really great though and my mind keeps wandering to the little green car in the
garage. Actually, I have been seeing quite a few of classics on the road lately and
people are starting to make plans for the coming top-down season. I see our calendar
is beginning to fill up!
Our Christmas Banquet was a great success and I’d like to extend my sincere thanks
to the banquet committee Bob Thompson, Paul Tilroe, and Steve and Elaine Roebuck
for putting in the time and effort to make it all happen. The slide show was great –
especially when the pics from that night were uploaded. Well done Paul. And thanks
to Dave Harris for MC’ing with a style only he can achieve. It was great fun!
Our annual trophies this year went to well deserving recipients; Member(s) of the Year
award was presented by Jim and Cathy Gislason to two hardworking, dedicated,
behind the scenes members– Bob and Melba Nelson. The Piston Broke award
presented by Trevor Parker deservedly went to Tony Dowell after chasing the BRBC
group around the province for a few days before completely giving in. There were no
restoration awards this year but I’m sure there will be a few next year!
We have a bunch of great runs planned for this season. There are a few in the works
that haven't gotten onto the planner yet. All in all its’ going to be a great year and I am
looking forward to my new transmission and lots of miles!
...Cathy Gislason - Chair, CIB
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Membership Report
To date we have 73 memberships with 133 members. The roster has just been updated so please take a moment to see if there are any changes or errors to your personal
information. Perhaps you have sold or added a vehicle that you would like to add to the
roster? You can access the club roster by going to oecc.ca and clicking on membership in the left hand column. You have been given the password. Click on Central Island Branch and check out the roster. I send updates regularly to Adele who posts
them on the website so please let me know of any changes by emailing me at oeccmelba@gmail.com
New members are always welcome. Our next meeting is Thursday, Feb.19, 2015.
I will be happy to collect membership dues at that time and give you an OECC decal
for your car window as well as your membership card which gives you a discount at
Lordco. The weather has been great so I am sure we will all be out cruising shortly.
Looking forward to another fun year.
Cheers,
Melba
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6th Annual Polar Bear Walk Jan. 4th 2015
It was an amazing turnout, given the very wet and cold
conditions, but 46 hardy members showed up at Smitty’s parking lot for the 6th Annual Polar Bear Walk! We
all headed off around 11.30 towards Cedar, and we
only lost one couple en-route, and some even took
wrong turns – including the Wagonmasters!
Eventually we all showed up in our parkas and raingear for the walk around Biggs
Park, and most members completing the short hike, while some others did the moderate hike, and another 20 members took the long hike to Jack Point – a distance of 3.75
miles round trip – well done everyone!!
Unfortunately, the spectacular views of Nanaimo and
Mount Benson were obscured by low cloud and rain,
but the day was very pleasant and the paths not too
muddy. I think everyone enjoyed exploring Biggs Park
and several people said they will go back when the
weather is better. We returned to Smitty’s for lunch,
and they accommodated all of us in their separate
lounge area, which was an excellent room just for us.
The service and staff were first-class.
We sold lots of raffle tickets and raised a total of
$116.00, which will go towards the World Wildlife Fund
Arctic Campaign. Fortunately, WWF are having all donations matched by the Oak Foundation at the moment, so our donation to polar bear habitat protection
will be doubled to $232.00 this year!
The new adoptee for 2015 of our “OH-ECC” polar bear
was awarded to Loraine Coyle (Marilyn Tarry’s sister), and the winner of the mystery
prize was Al Ramsay.
Many, many thanks to everyone who helped support
this important campaign towards the plight of polar
bear survival around the world. It’s nice to know that
we can all have some fun and support a worthwhile
cause at the same time!
Malcolm & Janet Hargrave
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Editorial
First, I would like to thank Jim for producing the BEANO over the last four years to a
very high standard. I don’t intend any dramatic changes but I may introduce a few
changes here and there. As your new editor I would like to give you some background
about me and my experiences with Old English Cars.
I have been involved with Old English cars of one sort or another for as long as I can
remember. My father had an ancient Morris 8 when I was born, typically on the road for
eight months of the year and on blocks for
four months of winter.
In 1963 the old Morris made way for a ‘55
Austin A40 Cambridge with column change.
My first attempts at driving came in this car
along with lessons on a Ferguson Tractor,
nearly taking the farmers legs off while
moving milk churns in the process.
Considering the Morris and Austin were
relatively old when my Dad had them they
needed considerable maintenance along
the way which probably sparked my interest
in cars.
In 1968, a relatively new, 3 year old Morris
1100 arrived; however this was a rot-box
and had seriously perforated bodywork by
its 4th birthday, which allowed me to hone
my primitive body repair skills. This is the
car I learned to drive properly and passed
my driving test in 1971. By this time I had
already got my first car, a ’53 Austin A40
Somerset complete with seized engine! My
first proper car maintenance, stripping the
engine and getting it going, using the skills
that I was acquiring at that time in my
apprenticeship.
My uncle donated his A55 to me and I
drove this for a year, including an engine
rebuild and considerable body repairs along
the way. This was replaced by a Mini 997cc
Cooper which was totalled by a considerate
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lady driver, resulting in a complete rebuild
into another body shell. At this time my
skills, especially electrical, were much in
demand among friends, fixing their cars on
the cheap.
At that time my desire was to own a Lotus
Elan Sprint, however, being under 25, I was
unable to get insurance for a Lotus, so in
1973 I purchased my first Triumph TR4A
which I kept for four years. I have many
happy memories of this car and travelled
widely in the UK holidaying and watching
rallies. Indeed I did my first rally in the TR
as our Ford Escort rally car was not ready in
time for the event. I also courted my wife,
Sue, in this car but it was very tired when I
sold it on to a friend to provide a deposit on
our first house. (Incidentally the car still
exists in restored condition in the
Hampshire area of the UK)
A Dolomite Sprint was the replacement car,
a great machine but sometimes rather
delicate (or maybe I was too rough). This
car was fitted with a full roll cage and
several enhancements allowing it to be
rallied several times.
During the ‘70s I was involved in
motorsport, mainly car rallying, building,
maintaining, navigating & co-driving several
cars, Ford Escort Twin Cam, RS1600,
RS1800, RS2000, Morris Marina 1300 & the
Dolomite Sprint.
Following my marriage to Sue, rallying took
a back seat and eventually in a straight
swop of the Dolomite, I got the much
desired Elan although this one was a 1973
Elan +2S 130. It was a lovely car to drive,
like on rails but was so unreliable that I had
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to purchase a second car, a 1974 Hillman
Avenger, for the days when the Lotus
didn’t run.
The Lotus was sold to finance our very
first trip to Canada in 1979 and the
Avenger was sold to be replaced by a
1972 Ford Granada GL followed by a
series of later models of Granada then
company cars of one kind or another,
usually Ford.
Having a company car allowed me to think of a hobby car and encouraged by Sue my
thoughts turned to a TR4A again. I found one locally that was a stalled restoration and
negotiated for the remains of said car which was delivered as a rolling (just) chassis
and several boxes of rusty bits. Two years of hard graft and lots of money and we had
a car to be proud of, which to this day remains a very reliable motor. We have used it
to tour the UK and many European countries from the South of France, including
Alpine passes like the Stelvio as far North as the Fjords of Norway. After crossing the
Atlantic and Canada in a container, we have now completed two trips to California
along with touring BC.
So that’s my story, if any one else would like to tell their story in BEANO, please send
me the text.
Graeme Cook
Editor
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Minutes of Jan. 15th , 2015 General Meeting
Chairperson Opening Remarks (Malcolm Hargraves)
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm by former chair Malcolm Hargraves as
Cathy Gislason was unable to attend. Malcolm also advised that Al Ramsay (Vice
Chair) and Paul Mansell (Events Coordinator) were also absent from this meeting.
There were 47 members in attendance. There was one guest in attendance – Sandy
Smith and we also had 2 new members signed up tonight.
Brian Cornish who has a 1976 TVR and
Brian Davies who has a 1967 MGB
In Cathy’s absence Malcolm introduced the new Executive members and the new
changes in the existing Executive:
Al Ramsay is now Vice Chair - Graeme Cook is now Beano Editor.
Terry MacFarlane as Treasurer - Jerrie MacFarlane as Secretary
MarilynTarry as Regalia Coordinator.
A motion was made by Peter Sparks and seconded by Steve Waring that the minutes
from the Nov. 20, 2014 be accepted as presented. All in favor – motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report (Terry MacFarlane)
Terry introduced himself and gave the members a short bio of his background. He
advised he is getting used to the program used for the finances, which is Simply
Accounting, and so far he has found nothing ‘simple’ about it. He will stick with it and
learn as he goes.
Terry advised that the Year End Report showed a net Profit income of $***** . The
bank statement for December 31st, 2014 showed a balance of $*****
Membership Report (Melba Nelson)
Melba reminded the members that she has, on hand, several membership cards from
where she received the membership fees by mail. They can be picked up from Melba.
Decals: We now have the OECC Decals available for the windshield of our cars.
Each paid up member will receive one decal with their membership and they can be
picked up here tonight. The cost of a second Decal will be $1.00 each.
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Melba advised that we have, not including tonight's memberships received, a total of
54 memberships or 101 members.
The draw for the ‘Early Bird’ entries was made and the winners – Norm and Joyce Hall
Branch Events (Malcolm Hargraves)
Malcolm started with a great Thanks to our Xmas Banquet committee for an excellent
job done.
The Polar Bear Walk (Biggs Point) a great turn-out with approximately 20 people
actually walking the entire trail and with a total of 46 members attending the lunch at
Smitty’s. The lunch was handled expertly, and efficiently by the staff at Smitty’s.
The Adoptee of the Polar Bear this year was Marilyn Tarry and through the raffle we
raised at total of $116.00 for charity and the Oak Foundation has advised that they will
be matching this amount. Malcolm questioned the members about a possible Pub Nite
for February (Possibly the 26th) as we have no actual events scheduled for the next
couple of months. A good showing of hands from the members so it will be arranged
and the members will be advised via email. It was also mentioned that it would be nice
to see more cameras brought by more members at our events.
Brits on the Beach
Steve and Adrian have started all the negotiation with Ladysmith regarding this years
show and are, at this point, about 60% through these arrangements. Ladysmith is this
year requesting a rental fee of $130.00 for the site which Steve and Adrian were fully
against. They have now negotiated it down to half the fee (or $60.00) and are still
trying to get this fee abolished completely. Steve advised that he will compose and
circulate an email to all members advising just where they are in these negotiations.
A discussion took place re the parking problems that arise at Transfer Beach. Al
Ramsay who handles all the parking on site, will be advised of the problems and will
work this out with his committee.
A letter was received from the Ladysmith Food Bank thanking the Club for the $400.00
donation from the 2014 event. It was suggested that perhaps we should set up
donation box and ask our members to bring with them to the Brits on the Beach a non
perishable item to be given to the Food Bank.
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Xmas Banquet
Our committee for this years banquet is Peter & Sylvia Sparks with Malcolm and Robyn Arnold.
It was suggested to the committee that looking and booking a Venue should be done as quickly
as possible to ensure we get the date we want. It has to be a venue where we can walk in and
walk out with no set-up or break-down on the part of the Club.
New Business
Doug Unia would like input from the members as to what they would like to see/hear in our
presentations. Email Doug with any suggestions you may have.
Remember, when viewing our presentations make sure all are sitting down so that
everyone has a decent view of what's happening.
Cruise Ship – Nanaimo Arrivals
John Thompson has been in touch with the Nanaimo Port Authority and was advised that there
are 3 cruise ship arrivals this summer in Nanaimo, and they are interested in our club putting on
our car display again as the passengers are interested in looking over the cars while they are
waiting for busses to shore. Let John know if you are interested.
June 5th – Celebrity Infinity (7am to 5pm)
July 15th – Silver Shadow (Noon to10 pm)
Sept. 14th – Celebrity Solstice (7am to 5pm)
Registration for the Father’s Day Car Show in Qualicum are now open.
The Executive have agreed that the cost of the 50/50 tickets will now be $2.00 each or 3/$5.00
Merv’s Car of the Month
Merv presented his car of the month which was the Scimitar SS1 and Doug Unia guessed
correctly.
Draw for the 50/50 was made and Malcolm Arnold (our new member) won $51.00 plus the
$5.00 for wearing his badge.
Social Break
Presentation: (Doug Unia)
Graeme Cook presented his trip to the Triumphest in California
Brian Collings – Breakthrough in new engine designs.
Jerrie MacFarlane—Branch Secretary
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Upcoming Events

OECC CIB Executive

Feb 25th
Social evening at the Black Bear Pub 5:30pm
onwards
April 12th
O.E.C.C. South Island Branch
10th Annual British Car Restoration Fair
& Swap
April 23-26th
Tacoma Bus tour - South Island Branch
May 14-15th
Train Trip - Lillooet

Chairperson
Phone:
Email:

Cathy Gislason
250-723-4372
cath@island.net

Past Chairman:
Phone:
Email:

Malcolm Hargrave
250-741-0584
malcolmhargrave@shaw.ca

Vice Chairman
Phone:
Email:

Al Ramsey
250-585-6368
valandalramsay@gmail.com

Presentation
Coordinator:
Phone:
Email:

Doug Unia
250-751-8270
55omdu6@telus.net

Treasurer:
Phone:
Email:

Terry McFarlane
250-247-9973
omygaud@shaw.ca

June 5th
Cruise ship visit

Secretary:
Phone:
Email:

Jerrie McFarlane
250-247-9973
omygaud@shaw.ca

June 23rd
Fathers day show - Qualicum Beach

Events Coordinator: Paul Mansell
Phone:
250-585-4180
Email:
stagebrit@shaw.ca

May 16th
Van Dusen Gardens ABFM
May 17th
Empire day Parade - Provisional

June 27th - Jul 4th
BATS - Washington

Beano Newsletter:
Phone
Email:

See Website for details of the above.
Wed 6PM -Supper on the beach
May to September, Meet at Qualicum Beach
at the 4 poles at 6pm. Bring your own food or
you can purchase it on site at the Beach Hut.
Upcoming Monthly meetings…
Feb 19th, March 19th & April 16th
7:00 P.M. @ Lantzville Legion

Graeme Cook
250-585-6972
graeme4a@gmail.com

Web Master:
Phone:
Email:

Paul Tilroe
250-716-8920
oecccib@gmail.com

Regalia:
Phone:
Email:

Marilyn Tarry
250-618-8557
tamrog@shaw.ca

Membership/Roster: Melba Nelson
Phone:
250-468-1564
Email:
oeccmelba@gmail.com
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