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Chair Report
This summer has gone by so fast, and much of it was spent trying to stay cool in the blistering
heat! I have seen many convertibles driving in the hot weather with the top up to get some
relief from the sun.
Brits on the Beach was another great success this year. We didn’t get as many cars as we had
in the past likely because of the impending downpour. Even so we had over 150 cars and lots
of participation in the draws and vendors. We had many more people attending this time perhaps because it’s cooler by the water! At the end of the show the sky opened up and
dumped copious amounts of much needed rain on the very dry grounds of the park.
Unfortunately for us it was just as we started cooking for our after barbeque! It turned out well
once we shuffled around to find covered areas to sit and eat.
Here we are in August already and the AGM in Kamloops is just over. A handful of us form the
Central Island Branch met up with a handful from the South Island Branch in Chilliwack and
travelled together through the Fraser Valley, along Highway 3 to meet up with others in
Manning Park, then traveled the lovely Highway 5A to Quilchena where we all stopped for lunch
before taking the last leg through the scenic “Empire of Grass” and into Kamloops. There was
plenty to see and do as there were the OECC events and the Hot Summer Nights car show
going on at the same time.
It’s always great seeing the many wonderful folks from other branches that we don’t get to see
very often, and the Thompson Valley Branch were terrific hosts! On Friday night they took us
up above the city to a fantastic viewpoint. The quiet neighbourhoods seemed to really enjoy
our Old English visit and many waved, honked and stopped to talk to us. The Mini Monte was
a riot with all of us going in different directions but seeing each other at different locations. It
was quite the learning experience…who knew they had seven different types of snakes?! The
banquet was fantastic followed by lively discussion at the AGM. On Sunday after all the events
were over some members went to Salmon Arm for the RJ Haney Village Museum and Classic
Car Show while others were escorted to Spences Bridge. We were in the latter group and had
the pleasure of stopping at the local watering hole. It was a “biker bar” that had surprisingly
good food and hospitality! After that was a slow and blistering hot trip home through the Fraser
Valley having arrived just as the Abbotsford Airshow was over, but we made the ferry and got
home on time. The whole weekend was very enjoyable – a big thanks to Steven Way and his
members for all they did to make it such a
great success.
We have had several other fun events this
summer and several more to go before the end
of the season including the Wednesday night
picnics on the beach. We are all looking
forward to the ECAIP event in Victoria next
month. I hope to see everyone there.
Cathy Gislason – Chair, Central Island Branch
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Membership Report
To date we have 118 memberships with 217 members. We have had a fabulous summer with endless blue skies and sunshine. I think there are lots of members out there
that could lead us on some fun runs. It will be Fall before we know it and the snowbirds
will be paying their membership dues before they head south. Remember the new date
for paying your dues by is the end of February. The dues remain the same at $25.00.
There is an Early Bird Draw for those members that pay by Dec. 31st.
Cheers,
Melba

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides this classified ads page as
a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British cars or parts
for sale and wanted. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.
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Steve Diggins has kindly provided a picture of
Kay Petre and her race car, who was the subject of Merv’s ‘Person’ of the Month at the July OECC meeting.

Events Round up July/August 2015
The club provided a dozen cars for the Rotary club display in Diana Krall Plaza and
had a good turnout for both Qaulicum Beach and Beacon Hill Park Fathers day shows
in June, followed by our own show, Brits On The Beach, in July. We had around 12
cars attend the Ladysmith Parade and a good turnout at the Concert on the Green,
Gabriola Island. Enjoy the various event pictures below and a separate report and pictures from BATS tour will appear in the next edition of Beano.

Rotary Club display June 20th 2015
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Qualicum Beach Display June 21st 2015
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Fathers Day Beacon Hill June 21st 2015

Gabriola Concert on the Green Aug 6th 2015
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Brits on the Beach July 12th 2015
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Nanaimo Rotary Club Fun Car Rallye May 23 2015

On May 23, 2015 we gathered at the Millstone Estate Winery register and obtain our car number and prepare for our 10:00 start. We were car #5 and started at 10:05. This was a rally not a race, as we were told a couple of times.
We were given a maximum of 2 hours on the run, with 9 checkpoints that saw
us driving to various locations around Nanaimo. To get to each checkpoint, we
had to solve a puzzle/riddle of some kind in our passports. At each checkpoint,
we had to get a sticker to prove we were there and follow any additional directions. These included, in no particular order:
Nanaimo Information Centre, Shaw offices.
Driving in reverse through a maze of cones, don’t hit any! We (OK I) hit
one!
Long Lake to be rowed out around a pylon on the water.
Nanaimo Mazda, to get our picture taken in a new car!
Bastion.
Starbucks Drive Thru.
Various Rotary Club markers throughout the city, like the Rotary Bowl, the
marker at Bowen Park.
In case we couldn’t solve the puzzles, we had an envelope with additional,
more specific instructions to get to the checkpoint, however, opening each envelope added 5-15 minutes to your course time. We were able to finish without
opening any!
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We got additional points for pictures at each checkpoint which were handed in
(mailed in) at the finish line.
Our knowledge of Nanaimo locations was tested, mainly due to not knowing
where some of the markers were…..Long Lake is quite big when you’re in the
wrong location looking for the course checkpoint!
We came in 11th out of 17 cars, taking 2:02 hours to complete, just outside our
planned maximum.
When everyone had completed the course there was a BBQ and liquid refreshments at the finish line, back at Millstone Estate Winery.
Shaw TV produced a video which is available on YouTube by looking up
“Nanaimo Rotary 2015” or by following this link https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nXBBzyUWLOg
Steve Roebuck
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My Old Cars and Trucks - Steve Diggins
I have a small collection of British cars and trucks, some from the thirties. All of them are Canadian export models with LHD and histories in this province. I think each one is interesting and special in its own
way. So, let me tell you about them starting with a chassis found in Courtenay.
1933 Austin 10 chassis - This car was introduced by the company in 1932 and soon became their best
seller. This is an early chassis set up for friction shocks and a chrome rad shell. With this specification it
was made in the first two years so that is quite rare. It is powered by an 1150cc flat head engine which
was quite adequate for the time
About five years ago I got a call from our club
webmaster, Gerry Parkinson, to say that somebody
in Victoria had an Austin six cylinder engine they
wanted to see go to a good home. They didn't know
which model it came out of but said it was more car
size than a large truck engine. It is a flat head
which means it is a 1930's engine so I got it. Turns
out to be a 1700cc from an Austin 14. I knew some
of these mid-size cars were brought in but I don't
think any exist now. This is a nice engine and it is
going into that early 10 chassis to be bodied as a
sports special. Now that is something that excites
me.
1936 Austin Seven quarter ton van - An example
of the famous baby Austin produced from 1922 to
1939. The Seven was a real car with four wheels, a
four cylinder 750cc engine and room for four people. It was the first car for a lot of people and replaced the motorcycle with sidecar for many more.
It came in a variety of body types.
It should be noted that Herbert Austin was involved
in the design and construction of race cars since

about nineteen hundred. The Seven benefitted from
this and was one of the first production cars to have
front wheel brakes as well as rear brakes This was
quite rare at the time even predated Vauxhall and
Bentley.
The clever rear suspension design is attributed to a
famous young engineer, Ettore Bugatti, who put it
on an earlier Peugeot. The rear spring acts as a
length of the main chassis rail and the suspension.
This dual purpose item makes a light car even lightPage 10

er. The result being the Seven actually had a racing
chassis.
By 1923 Austin had a factory racing team and started winning important light car races on the continent. Racing and winning was some of the best
publicity a car company could get and promoted
sales. Of course the good thing about a separate
chassis car is that you can put any type of body on
you want.
My Seven is a work in progress and has a rebuilt
engine and transmission. The engine was built up
by Ken Morton of North Vancouver who is an internationally regarded Seven specialist. It has a high
compression head and some other refinements so now I am tempted to put a nice sports body on it.
It is amazing how many famous car companies got their start with Austin Sevens. This includes BMW,
Jaguar, Jensen, Lotus, McLaren, Nissan and probably a few more. I am sure Colin Chapman who was
very involved with building and racing Austin Seven specials was inspired by this brilliant little car.
1936 Morris 8 roadster - The Morris 8 was the car that saved the company in the thirties. Their previous
models were not good sellers due to complexity and price. Austin was the sales leader. In 1934 Morris
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introduced the 8 and the press gave it good revues. It was the right size with a good suspension and hydraulic brakes all round. The 918cc engine gave adequate power. It was also more stylish than the Austins. For 1935 and 36 it was called the series one and had a chrome rad shell and wire wheels.
My car came out of Victoria and was owned for many years by OECC member Jack Waters. It is a good
solid car which needs some TLC. At some time another owner put a small Datsun engine in it but I have
a rebuilt Morris engine to replace that. There is also a new wiring harness and a new set of tires ready to
go on. It will be a very nice little sports car when done.
1936 Morris racer -This car started life as a series one roadster. In the early fifties two young friends in
North Vancouver made it into a race car. They lowered it down with flattened springs plus cast lowering
blocks at the back. They also moved the cowl back and down about ten inches so the hood is now longer.
The seats were also moved back and down. Up front there are a pair of cycle fenders and now it has the
proportions of a true sports car. It was raced at Abbotsford Airport in the mid fifties and an airport track
in Washington State.
I stumbled across it by chance in an east Vancouver back yard when I went to look at something else. It
was not much more than a rusty chassis under a rotting canvas tarp .The wire wheels caught my attention
and I asked about it. I was told it was a very special old race car and was not for sale. I told the owner
that was the type of car I really liked and left my number if he should ever want to let it go. Five years
later I got a call from the owner to say he had decided to part with it and would I like it? Well yes, a prewar British car with local racing history, I love it.
This car was a real mess and the body was mostly missing or rotted away. Basically all that was left were
the fenders. I have restored it to look like the race car it was. The suspension has been returned close to
stock road height. I hope to debut the racer at ECAIP this year.
1949 Austin A70 Hampshire pickup - This
truck was produced for only two years, '49
and '50. This is the only LHD one I know of.
It is a real mess and will be a challenge to
set right. When new it was a very nice looking truck and I think the styling was inspired by the Jaguar XK120. There is beauty
in the junk I tell you.
1951 Austin K2 Loadstar truck - This is a
2 ton truck with a dual wheeled rear axle. I
got this truck out of the Okanagan about
twenty years ago from someone who got it
to save it. The story goes the truck started
life at an open pit mine with a drilling rig on
the back. After that it went to an orchard in
Summerland with a tree sprayer on the back
and has never been licenced for the road. It
is in very solid restorable condition. I gave it to Gerry Parkinson before moving over here and he got
started on it. However he found out it needs a new diff and try as he might he could not find one. The
project stalled. He decided he wanted his garage space freed up so it is mine again. This old truck will be
restored but we need a diff. Does anybody know of one?
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1953 Austin A40 DHC - This is a very rare two door convertible. Austin was at full production capacity
in the early fifties so had Carbodies of Coventry take care of convertible production. It is a very nice
looking car and worth restoring; however at the moment is a project waiting its turn. For the 1954 British
Empire Games in Vancouver eleven of them were provided to carry dignitaries around.
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1962 Austin A60 Cambridge - I have owned this car for close to thirty years and it is my daily driver.
At the start I gave it a bare shell restoration and it has served me well ever since. The A60 was a very
popular car built from 1962 to 69 with a 1622cc engine. The nice styling was done by the famous Pininfarina who was Enzo Ferrari's favorite stylist. When BMC announced it was going to be replace it there
were so many orders put in they had to continue production in a different factory. That sort of thing is
very rare and says a lot. Onetime when I was on the Gabriola ferry an older gentleman came over
to admire it. He told me he used to be a salesman at a BMC dealer in the UK .With a smile on his face he
told me they were good cars and they had no problem selling them. Mine now has some battle scars and
rust in the sills but all of this will be fixed and the Cambridge will live on.

1987 Jaguar XJS coupe - Yes I am also a Jaguar enthusiast having owned five classic examples ranging
from the 1930's to the 60's. When the XJS came out in '74 I wasn't too excited about the styling of it, especially the back end. I thought it would grow on me over time but it never did. When I was in high
school I was always drawing and designing cars. I would buy the latest issues of Road and Track to see
what the famous European designers were unveiling at the big auto shows, I thought I could do as good if
not better than most of them. The styling of the XJS has been on my mind since the first time I saw it and
now I am going to do something about it. Actually, the project is under way right now. The result will be
quite different from stock and it will be interesting to hear what other people think.
As you can see I am a pretty busy guy with the types of cars I like. That is the great thing about our cars.
The more you know about them the more enjoyment and appreciation you will have.
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Minutes of June 18th, 2015 General Meeting
Chairperson Opening Remarks – Cathy Gislason
Meeting Called to order at 8:02 pm.
Cathy welcomed all to the meeting. 58 in attendance.
New members – James and Ann Almond
Tom Jeffers (Austin Healey)
Guests – Jeff and Paul from Qualicum Beach
Cathy asked for a motion to accept the minutes, from the May meeting, as forwarded to the
members via email.
Motion made by Steve Roebuck, seconded by Doug Unia. All in favor – motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report – Terry MacFarlane
Terry reported that the Bank Balance is currently $**** – which is well on target with our budget.
He also advised that he now has a Bank Card which enables him to review the Balance of our
account at any time on line. This was necessary as the Statements are usually not received
through the mail until the middle of the month and makes it easier for him to keep ahead of
things. This card does not allow him to withdraw any money from the account but just allow
him to review. Terry also requested that any member spending any money from the Budget,
please make sure you get approval from an Executive member before going ahead with any
kind of purchase.
Motion made by Howard Lockhart, seconded by Bob Nelson that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. All in favor – motion carried.
Membership Report – Melba Nelson
Melba reported that we have 114 memberships or 210 members to date.
Brits on the Beach – Update
Steve reported the following:
- We now have 8 Vendors signed up
- Nanaimo Mini’s apparently may not now appear at the show
- The truck is now in place as well as the arrangement for the tables and chairs
- The BBQ is now in place. A ‘reminder’, if you have not yet registered for the BBQ,
please do so as soon as possible as we need to know numbers for ordering the
Burgers and Buns.
- Regarding the rental fee for Transfer Beach, Steve and Adrian were successful in
getting the original fee of $150.00 that Ladysmith requested, reduced to $75.00, and
now through further negotiations, they have had the fee reduced to “Zero”. Well done.
- Don’t forget to bring along donations of non perishable foods for the Ladysmith Food
Bank.
Branch Events – Paul Mansell
The Kitty Coleman run was a grand success with 21 cars (and 1 Motorhome) in attendance.
Great day, beautiful venue. Good time.
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Cruise Ship Car Display on July 5th. Well attended by our cars, along with half-dozen Porsch’s
and half-dozen antique Tractors. However, one ‘big’ problem, the Port Authority located the car
display in an area where they were not allowing any spectators due to a safety problem, therefore the show was considered a ‘bust’ as far as cruise ship passengers not being able to get
near the cars.
The July 15th show has officially been cancelled. The Sept.21st date is still being negotiated, as
to holding the display in the downtown part of Nanaimo. The Merchants are quite receptive but
agreement must also come from the City itself.
John thanked all our members who did attend and advised the he will keep us informed re the
September show.
June 20th, Saturday: Rotary Club Display at Diane Krall Plaza. Cars should be ready to be in
place by 10:30 am. Paul will be at the plaza at 10:00 to give a hand.
June 21st, Sunday: Seaside Cruisers at Qualicum. Have to be on site by 7:00 am. We will
meet at Tim Hortons (North end) at 6:00 and head on to Qualicum Beach and meet others at
the 4 poles in Qualicum. We will be in the same area as last year, by the Fire Hall. Be reminded that we cannot leave the site early. We will meet afterwards at the Rocking Horse Pub for
food and drinks.
June 21st, Sunday. Beacon Hill Picnic in Victoria. Those members attending this event will
meet at the Tim Horton’s (South end). Will make a rest stop at Mill Bay.
June 27th, Saturday Brits around the Sea (BATS) Leave Saturday for Sidney where we will
board the ferry to Anacortes. The entire itinerary is up on the Web Site.
August 6th Thursday. Concert on the Green on Gabriola Island. Cars will be on display on the
driving range at the Golf Course, along side the large stage. It has been suggested that the
cars come over on the 11:55 am ferry from Nanaimo and head on over the Surf Lodge for
Lunch, then for a run around the Island and on to the Golf Course.
Lantzville Pub is still interested in a Car display at the Pub, along with a run first. A date suggested was August 29th. Paul will again contact the Pub and see if he can finalize something
with them and will keep us informed.
Sept 5th. Lighthouse Fall Fair. Wagonmaster will be Al Thompson. More details to come.
Qualicum Beach Summer Market. Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 9:00. They have inquired
as to whether we would be interested in showing our cars one evening during the markets.
Paul asked that this item be tabled until next month and he will find out more.
Beano Report – Graeme Cook
The latest Beano is now up on the Website. Graeme still need input from members.
Website Report – Paul Tilroe
Nothing to report.
Regalia – Marilyn Tarry
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Marilyn could not attend but Roger was able to be here. He advised that he has 3 sets of
Nametags with him tonight.
New Business:
Peter Sparke suggested we should have a “Needs and Wants” session at the Club general
meetings so members can advise other members what they are in the process of looking for or
what they have available to other members,.
Everyone agreed that this is good idea so it will be put on the meeting Agendas.
Merv’s Car of the Month
The car this month was the Austin Maxi and Graeme Cook came up with the right car.
50/50 Draw
Al Ramsay won the draw. $38.00 plus the extra $5.00
8:25 pm Cathy called for a motion to close the Business part of the meeting. Motion made by
Doug Unia, seconded by Steve Roebuck. All in favour – motion carried.
Presentation was by Graeme Cook showing some of the most unuslal cars he has photographed .
Jerrie MacFarlane
Club Secretary.

Minutes of July 16th, 2015 General Meeting
Chairperson Opening Remarks – Cathy Gislason
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm
Cathy welcomed all. 56 members in attendance
New Members - Steve Wohlleben from Gabriola Island. Drives an MGB
Steve Diggens from Gabriola Island. Drives a Morris A Roadster
No Guests present tonight.
Cathy asked for a motion to accept the minutes from the June 18th General Meeting as
forwarded to members via email. Motion made by Bob Thompson, seconded by Steve
Roebuck. All in favor…motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report – Terry MacFarlane
Terry reported that as of earlier today the bank balance was $****, however several
cheques were written here at the meeting tonight for monies spent by members for Brits
On The Beach.
Money received this year from Brits On The Beach
-Booth Rental $75.00
-Ladysmith Credit Union $250.00 Donation
-Candy Francis brought in $370.00 from the Wine Basket Raffle and $345.00 from the
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50/50 Draw
Terry manned the Parts Table for a good part of the day and reported on a couple of
hicups along the way.
- There is a need for a larger float in smaller change to pay out the sellers the correct $’s.
- It was also suggested that the parts return to the booth by 3pm to collect their
money and unsold parts.
Terry also cleared up the confusion regarding the Membership Fees. The fee for a “New”
membership is $25.00 during the entire year. However should a new member join after
Sept. 30th, their fee of the $25.00 will include their membership for the following year.
Cathy asked for a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as given. Motion made by Jim
Gislason, seconded by Doug Unia. All in favor….motion carried.
Membership Report – Melba Nelson
Melba reported that we have 118 memberships or 217 members.
Melba advised that she is presently having a small problem forwarding email to the
membership, but the problem should be fixed shortly. She also advised that she does
have a back-up with Adele who can also forward emails.
Brits On The Beach – Review
Adrian Rice reported that he believes that all went ‘very’ well for the event, despite the
iffy weather. Total of 167 cars were on show, which is down slightly from last year, but
the spectator attendance was up. More breakfasts were served by the Lions Club this
year and all the Vendors were pleased and are willing to participate again next year.
Adrian thanked all the volunteers who helped put the day together.
A special thanks to member Mike Balla for arranging the loan of the BBQ’s from
Fountain Tire and transporting them to the site, then cleaning them up after the BBQ
before he returned them . A Thank You Card is currently circulating for signatures from
the members.
Adrian also advised that Transfer Beach has again been booked for July 10th, 2016. The
park is destined to be changed around by next year but at this point it is not known what
the changes will be so it was decided they would go ahead and book.
A total of $111.50 and 6 large boxes of food was collected by the club for the Ladysmith
Food Bank
Mike Balla arrived to the meeting and was Thanked in person for all his help with the
BBQ’s. Mike said he would see that the Thank You Card from the club would get into
the proper hands at Fountain Tire.
A ‘large’ thank you was extended to Adrian Rice and Steve Wareing for all their work
and time spent in arranging this event with Ladysmith.
A “Notice of Motion” for the next meeting was put forth by Malcolm Hargrave that in the
future, we donate 50% of our net profits to the Ladysmith Food Bank.
Branch Events – Paul Mansel
- Rotary Club had a good display in Nanaimo
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- Brits Around The Sea. Was a very “Hot” trip with the temperatures hitting 41 deg. in
Leavenworth. A couple of repairs were done along the way to Bob Nelson’s MGB and
Dave Harris’s TR and only took a couple hours to do both repairs. Stopped to have a
look in every Quilt Shop along the way. A great Thank You to Adele and Ken for a
good trip and great fun.
- Beacon Hill Park, Victoria. 10 of our cars attended.
Aug 1st – Ladysmith Parade – starts at 10:15 am with a pancake breakfast available at
7am.
Aug 6th – Concert on the Green, Gabriola Island. Take the 11:55 ferry from Nanaimo.
The Deck at the Surf Lodge has been reserved for lunch at 12:30 pm. After
lunch a quick tour of the Island then on to the Golf Club.
Aug 8th - Club AGM in Kamloops
Beano Report – Graeme Cook

Nothing to report

Website Report – Paul Tilroe
Received lots of pictures from the BATS run and they are up on the site. Also have
pictures from the Brits on the Beach up as well.
Regalia – Marilyn Tarry
Marilyn sold $371.00 from the BOTB event. Has several badges available for members
who ordered same.
New Business
Xmas Banquet. Sat. Dec. 5th has now been booked for the Xmas Banquet at the Coast
Bastion in the Benson Room. It was suggested to Peter that 10 people sitting at a table is
uncomfortable and should be only 8 at one table. Cost of the room rental to be $200.00
as previous years. Microphone required. We need to know the menu that will be provided as
soon as possible.
Merv’s “Person” of the Month
This month has changed to ‘person’ rather than car. With many clues having to be given,
Steve Diggens came up with the name of Kay Petre.
50/50 Draw
Doug Unia received $44.00 plus the $5.00 bonus.
Steve Harris advised that there is a ‘car in need of restoration’. Namely John Lennon’s
Phantom and several clubs have been asked to make a donation to help. Subject put on
hold until next meeting.
8:45 pm. Cathy called for a motion to close the ‘business’ part of the meeting. Motion
made by Bob Nelson, seconded by Darla Millard. All in favor…motion carried.
Due to the length of the meeting Doug Unia postponed the Video he was going to show
on the E type Jaguar as the Video runs long.
Jerrie MacFarlane
Club Secretary.
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Upcoming Events

OECC CIB Executive

Sept 5th
Fall Fair @ Qualicum Bay
Sept 13th
ECAIP @ Fort Rodd Hill Park
Sept 20th
Malcolm & Janet’s Run—Details TBA
Sept 21st
Celebrity Solstice—Cruise Ship Display
Oct 15th
Branch AGM @ Lantzville Legion
Dec 5th
Annual Christmas Banquet @ Coast Bastion

See Website for details of the above.
Wed 6PM -Supper on the beach
May to September, Meet at Qualicum Beach
at the 4 poles at 6pm. Bring your own food or
you can purchase it on site at the Beach Hut.
Upcoming Monthly meetings…
August 20th, September 17th & October 15th
7:00 P.M. @ Lantzville Legion
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cath@island.net
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