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Proving that we aren’t just all about driving and eating… a few of the BETI participants enjoying the water… and sunshine !!
… more about BETI on page 8

Chairman’s Report

I am pleased to report that the AGM weekend was a great big resounding success,
and I think we raised the bar for other branches to aspire to!
Right from the start, the patio location at Boston Pizza gave a beautiful relaxed setting
and the food and service was excellent. The next morning at the Canadian Legion
lounge, the registration went smoothly with approximately 90 members in attendance.
I think serving a sandwich lunch was a great idea as it kept most people in place for the
actual AGM, and I don’t remember having so many attendees at any previous AGM.
Shortly after the meeting, the Mini Monte went off with approximately 19 cars and a
photo was given to each couple as a memento. The large hall at the Canadian Legion
was absolutely perfect for the evening dinner and awards, and allowed members lots of
room for dancing, games and to participate in many fantastic prize draws.
Brits on the Beach was an even bigger success than previous years with approximately
300 vehicles showing up at Transfer Beach. It was great to see so many new cars and
members in attendance as well as having a good variety of vendors. The 50/50 and
wine basket draws raised well over $XXX, which will be put to good use throughout the
year! The evening pot-luck BBQ was a wonderful close to the festivities.
The theme of “a weekend at the beach” had many members dressed in colourful shirts,
dresses and sandals, and it added to the overall relaxed atmosphere - and of course,
the weather couldn’t have been better! Again, thanks to everyone who helped in
making this a weekend to remember!
On July 27th we had the very kind invitation and wonderful opportunity to visit Steve
and Barbara Harris’s home in Errington and to amaze at Steve’s collection of vintage
and toy cars, as well as to explore “Fawlty Towers” to admire so many collectibles,
oddities and antiques. After a picnic lunch many OECC members set off for their
memorable BETI run, and I’m pleased to report that everyone has now returned safely
home, despite a few mishaps along the way.
As a reminder, here are some of the upcoming events to look forward to for the next
couple of months:August 18th is the Filberg ABFM in Comox
August 31st is the Fall Fair at Qualicum
September 7th and 8th is the ECAIP Tour and Show in Victoria
Hopefully, Janet and I will be doing a Multi-Flag run in September. Details
TBA.
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Also, Brian Collings has asked if members are interested in going on a run
to Richmond to see some electric car manufacturing plants. Please let
Howard or Brian know if you are interested, and depending on numbers,
Brian will make arrangements.

See you all at Augusts’ meeting!
Malcolm Hargrave, Chair.
August 12, 2013

Membership Report
We had a very successful Brits on the Beach this year. We have 5 new members and 2
more returning members. As of today, we have 125 memberships and a fantastic 230
members.
Membership fees for now until Dec. 31st are only $12.50.
...Melba
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Dave’s Mystery Run June 30 2013
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OECC Club AGM 2013
We are at the peak of summer, and what a lovely summer we are having. I hope everyone is able to get out with their cars and enjoy this beautiful weather.
The Annual General Meeting was held here in Nanaimo, in July and what an incredible turnout there was. I would like to thank everyone for attending, especially those
who traveled over on the ferry, from Kamloops and the Lower Mainland. Many attended the entire event; from the Friday night kick off party, the lunch meeting, Banquet
& Dance as well as our Brits on the Beach. It was really a great weekend of fun in the
sun. For pictures, visit our website gallery page http://oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm
Although the meeting was brief, with lots of draws for prizes, and a few had a hard
time not chuckling from our “beach attire”, we did conduct our business and voted in a
new Executive.
The 2014 Executive is:
President – Ken Miles, VCB
Vice President – Trevor Parker, SIB
Past President – Candy Francis, CIB
Secretary – Patricia Sparkes, SIB
Treasurer – Bill Grace, CIB
Registrar – Adele Hedges, CIB
Webmaster – Gerry Parkinson, VCB
Spanner Editor – Les Foster, VCB
Congratulations on the new Executive and I look forward to working with you in the
New Year. My term is almost over and would like to thank the current executive for all
of their hard work. Having everything look easy and flow smoothly, actually takes time
and work from the dedicated executive. Your work is very much appreciated and I
have found it a pleasure working with you all, Thank you!
Remember; get involved with your branch. Step up and volunteer to do something.
There are many ways to get involved such as organizing a drive, visit to unique/
interesting business or a member’s garage, and help organize an event or the yearly
banquet, and of course being on the branch executive. It can be a little or a lot, but get
involved.
Happy Driving!
Candy Francis
OECC President.
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OECC Club AGM Meet & Greet 2013
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OECC Club AGM Banquet 2013
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Brits on the Beach July 14 2013
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BETI Brits Around the Island July 27 - Aug.10 2013
What a wonderful trip!!! Top
down the entire time! The only
rain was a few drops at Telegraph Cove and again at Lake
Cowichan on the day we
came home!!
After 14 days travelling as a
group we have truly earned
the name of 'Drive and Eat'
Club. We certainly never went
hungry!
Our numbers fluctuated from
lots at the home of Barbara
and Steve Harris to 4 tubing
down the Cowichan River to
15 at our wind-down dinner in Lake Cowichan. We were 34 in Port McNeil and
28 on Quadra Island. Every day brought new adventures and lots and lots of
laughter.
Breakdowns were (as always) a daily occurrence with the first down being
Nancy and Brent Densmore who towed their car home to Victoria and reappeared in Campbell River a day late. The 'Keep Calm and Carry On' award for a
breakdown was given to Trevor and Kim Parker of Victoria. Trevor limped into
Quadra Island, ordered parts from his home garage in Victoria and then continued to change the head gasket in the parking lot of our motel!!!!
The same award for organization went to
Rob and Elaine Brodie. Rob planned and
executed a fun day. We did a spectacular
run in and around Victoria, stopped for a
tour of the legislature (fun if you have
never done it), picnicked on the Gorge,
then toured an amazing Koi Farm before
returning us via back roads to our motel in
Sidney. The entire time was like trying to
herd cats and he stayed calm through it
all!!
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Two nights in Campbell River, 2 in
Gold River with a trip on the
'Uchuck', 3 in Port McNeill with a
side trip to Telegraph Cove, Alert
Bay, and (for some) Sointula to
visit the local pub which was
closed until a few minutes before
the ferry was scheduled to leave!!
On to 3 nights on Quadra Island
with a side trip to Cortez Island for
a few of us, 2 nights in Sidney
and 2 in Lake Cowichan.
Thanks again to Barbara and
Steve Harris for opening their
home to us, Bob and Melba Nelson, Sylvia and Peter Sparke,
Dave and Linda Harris and Ken
and Adele Hedges for volunteering to wagon master various portions of the trip and especially to
all who participated!! All of you
made the trip an amazingly fun
time.
...Margie
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Ladysmith Parade Aug. 3 2013
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Minutes of June 20th, 2013 General Meeting
The meeting was opened at 7 p.m. by Chairman Malcolm Hargrave with 57 members
present.
Al Thompson motioned to accept the June Minutes as circulated, seconded by Marge
Sabourin, Carried.
A warm welcome was extended to New Members and Guests David Kidd, 1954 MGTF;
Raymond Nichols, TDR; Brent, 1971 MGB Roadster; Alan and Jill Styles, 1951
MGTD.
Malcolm reported AGM numbers are getting up there with 77 participants expected at
Fridays Meet and Greet 30 cars for the Mini Monte and 80 for Saturday night dinner.
Registration cut off is June 30th. More billets are needed! Volunteers are needed for
Brits, look for the sign-up sheet.
The Lyons Club will be catering breakfast from 9 – 11 a.m. at Brits on the Beach for $5,
coffee is extra. Over 100 people are expected to be served breakfast. Burgers and
wraps will be available throughout the day. The club BBQ begins at 4p.m. Remember
members A-M please bring a salad and the members with the initials N-Z please bring
a dessert. Candy reminded members that to qualify for the Restoration Award, the
vehicle must be driven to Brits on the Beach and have photos showing the restoration.
She is still accepting donations for the wine basket raffles.
Malcolm thanked Ken Tanguay for designing the Poster for Brits, Jim and Cathy for
printing it, Great Job!
Treasurer, Al Ramsay reported a bank balance of $XXXXX. This includes deposits
from the AGM registrations.
Melba Nelson, Membership coordinator, reported 114 Memberships totaling 206
Members. Members are reminded to pick up their membership cards from Melba.
Judy Unia has new mugs available in the Regalia collection, Name tags are in, so if
you ordered one be sure to pick it up. Today was the last day to order your
commemorative license plate.
Cathy Gislason reported that the Web has new links and a calendar including the BETI
Tour itinerary. The Photo Galleries have been updated to include Seaside Cruizers –
The British Invasion. Need photos from ABFM and Beacon Hill. Adele has new
member pictures and cars, and there is also some new stuff in the Classifieds.
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Howard Lockhart reviewed some past events and upcoming events. Al Thompson
announced our group took 1st prize for Motorized Vehicles in the Empire Day Parade.
This is usually won by the tractors, but they were late J. Al questioned what should be
done with the 16 Rosettes accumulated over the years? Malcolm is to get back to him,
but perhaps Al should be the Historian? The mini show and shine at Origin was well
received. Ken Tanguay confirmed 60 cars showed up for the Qualicum Beach Show
and Shine. We won the Club Participation award, beating out Comox Cruisers, who
win every year. Steve Harris won a trophy for Best Foreign Truck with his 1948
Thames Pickup. The Chemainus parade has been cancelled. June 30 is Dave Harris’
Mystery Cruise , lunch at the Black Bear Pub and mini Show and Shine until 2 p.m.
July 27th is the start of BETI, the 15 day tour. Please be sure to advise Marge
Sabourin if you plan to be day tripping. She needs to know for logistics and restaurant
reservations
Howard’s TR will become an anchor and he’s going to Montana!
event information to Melba and she will forward to the members.

Please send any

Jim Gislason will be coordinating the 2014 Brits Around BC!
Tony Dowell got the opportunity to drive the new Jag F Type. It looks a bit like an XK,
seems better than the Boxster but not as good as the 911, and sells for around $68K.
There might be one at Brits on the Beach.
Merv’s Mystery Car of the Month was the MGF, correctly identified by Dennis Millard.
Steve Wareing won the 50/50 and an extra $5 because he was wearing his name
badge.
Several members enjoyed Doug ‘s Technical Presentation on swapping Stromberg
Carbs for Su Carbs on the late model MGB.
Meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.

...Darla Millard
Branch Secretary
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Minutes of July 18th , 2013 General Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairman Malcolm Hargrave with 59
members present.
New Members John French from New Zealand, owner of a TR6 and Ron Heyes with a
1973 MGB were welcomed.
Doug Unia noted a correction to the June Minutes to reflect Raymond Nichols owns a
TVR not a TDR. Cathy Gislason motioned to accept the minutes, Seconded by Al
Thompson. Carried.
Treasurer, Al Ramsay reported a bank balance of $XXXXXX this includes substantial
amounts from Brits on the Beach and the AGM registrations. The final accounting will
be available at the August Meeting.
Melba Nelson, Membership coordinator, reported 5 new members signed up at Brits
and one renewal totaling 125 Memberships with 226 Members.
Upcoming Branch Events include the start of BETI , the Steve Harris Garage Tour on
July 27th and the Filberg on August 18th Adele Hedges will step in as Events Coordinator until Howard is back at the end of August.
Judy Unia has Name Badges and Commemorative License Plates available in Regalia.
Cathy Gislason thanked members for sending in pictures from the weekend events.
The events Calendar is up and seems to be well received.
Malcolm reported that he has received excellent feedback about the AGM being first
class, lots of good comments and praise. The food and venue at Boston Pizza was
well received. Thanks to all the organizers for your hard work! Ken Miles, our new
Club President sent a note of thanks to share; ‘Thank your Branch, one of the best
AGMs that we have attended and you did yourselves proud.’ The Mini Monte went well
and the Dinner Dance was very successful. Bob and Melba did an excellent job at getting donations for lucky draws– over 40. They will send the Secretary a contact list of
donors to be sent thank you letters. Cathy Gislason received the Link Trophy and Rob
Gibb received the Montague of Beaulieu Award.
Adrian Rice reported Brits on the Beach had about 300 vehicles, the best turn out yet
possibly due to the AGM and the great weather. Wayne Peddie commended the good
organization of the event. General comments from members included having tea available for breakfast, count cars by having a specific number of car placards printed up
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on the branch printer to be handed out to each vehicle, larger team for parking with
designated lanes, place No Parking signs at the entrance, having Lions Club was excellent, Tony provided great music all day. Thanks to Adrian and Steve and everyone
who donated gifts. There was $460 raised on the wine baskets, $400 on the 50/50.
Looks like there will be a Christmas Party this year! Bob Thompson, Paul Tilroe,
Elaine and Stephen Roebuck (Elaine drafted Stephen) volunteered to be the organizing committee.
Members are requested to start thinking about nominations for Branch Executive Positions of Chair, Secretary, Webmaster, Beano Editor and Events Co-ordinator. Email
nominations to Malcolm.
Other Business:
Dave Harris tried to flog an authentic learners “L”, direct from England on behalf of a
member from the 256 Legion. No takers.
Doug Unia knows about a 1970 MGB that’s being parted out. There’s a 1973 MGB for
sale at Joe Cunningham Ford, Ken Tanguay is familiar with the car, and Tony Dowell
has knowledge of a TR6 at the Crowe and Gate. Merv has information on new oil with
zinc – Cam Oil.
Merv stumped the members with the AC 3000ME Mystery Car of the Month!
Tony Dowell provided an overview of the British car industry. It seems that the Goodwood Festival has stirred up sales and manufacturing. He passed around lots of information and research.
Sorry, forgot to write down the 50/50 winner, but he did get an extra $5 because he
was wearing his name badge.
Several members enjoyed Doug‘s Presentation on the 2012 Goodwood Historics.
Meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.

Darla Millard, Branch Secretary
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Upcoming Events
August 18
Filberg ABFM
Wagon Master needed
August 31
Lighthouse Country Fall Fair
Wagon master Al Thompson
Sept. 8 & 9
ECAIP tour & Dinner, car show
Wagon master needed
Sept. 20 -22
Sun Peak Classic Car Gathering
Contact Lorna Hoare
Vancouver branch

Upcoming Monthly meetings…
September 19th, October 17th &
November 21st

7:00 P.M. @ Lantzville Legion

OECC CIB Executive

Chairman:
Phone:
Email:

Malcolm Hargrave
250-741-0584
malcolmhargrave@shaw.ca

Past Chairman:
Phone:
Email:

Norman Hall
250-752-0403
comdata@telus.net

Vice Chairman
Phone:
Email:

Graeme Cook
250-585-6972
graeme4a@gmail.com

Presentation
Coordinator:
Phone:
Email:

Doug Unia
250-751-8270
55omdu6@telus.net

Treasurer:
Phone:
Email:
Secretary:
Phone:
E-mail

Al Ramsay
250-585-6368
valandalramsay@gmail.com
Darla Millard
250-729-9931
darlamillard@shaw.ca

Events Coordinator: Howard Lockhart
Phone:
250-802-3340
Email:
tr7@live.ca
Beano Newsletter:
Phone
Email:

Jim Gislason
250-723-4372
jim@island.net

Web Master:
Phone:
Email:

Cathy Gislason
250-723-4372
cath@island.net

Regalia:
Phone:
Email:

Judy Unia
250-751-8270
77rxj6c@telus.net

Membership/Roster: Melba Nelson
Phone:
250-468-1564
Email:
oeccmelba@gmail.com
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