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.What a busy summer this has turned out to be especially with the perfect top down 
weather.   There have been plenty of opportunities to show off our cars at our usual 
annual runs as well as many other new additions.   We had a few new invitations to 
participate in events such as a request from the Nanaimo Port Authority to display our 
cars at the dock for a cruise ship that would be stopping there.  We also had an 
invitation to display our cars on the main street of Nanaimo during the bathtub race, 
and were invited to participate in a potluck Bonfire by the Vintage Car Club. 
We have been enjoying the cool sea breeze at the beach in Qualicum on Wednesday 
nights for our weekly picnic.  Inevitably we meet new people who have an interest in 
our favourite hobby.  This week we even had members come up from Victoria to enjoy 
the drive and the view! 
By far the biggest event some of our members participated in was the Brits ‘Round BC 
event which took place in the hottest of the hottest days. We couldn’t complain about 
the rain this time.  It was a spectacular trip that had us traveling and visiting with other 
branch members of the OECC.  It was particularly nice to visit with the newly formed 
Kootenay Branch who hosted a fantastic BBQ at a “retired” golf course.  They even 
gave us quad/golf cart tours of the property with fantastic vistas to behold. There is so 
much more to talk about - be that will be in another article. 
 We no soon returned from our interprovincial tour when we had the Brits on the Beach 
event in Ladysmith.  What a great success this years’ event was.  We re-organized a 
few things about this event and included a parking team.  It’s a good thing because this 
event is becoming very popular.   The official count was 260 cars! 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the AGM and ECAIP next month. 

..Cathy Gislason - Chairman 

Chairman’s Message 

 
As of August 20, 2014 we have 121 memberships with 224 members. I would like to 
welcome the members that joined us at Brits on the Beach and since then. 
Please take a moment and look at the roster to see if there are any changes or errors 
in your own information. Perhaps you need to change an email or you have added or 
sold a vehicle. If you have any changes that need to be made, please email me at oec-
cmelba@gmail.com. 
Thank you. 
 
...Melba  
 

Membership Report 



 
 
Day one - Victoria to Courtenay 
We had two ‘extra’ wagon masters for 
our first day. Rob Brodie gathered up 
most of the SIB and VCB participants on 
Sunday morning in Victoria for the run to 
Nanaimo. Dave Harris rounded up others 
from the CIB for a short tour, met Rob in 
Ladysmith, and all travelled up to Boston 
Pizza for a ‘meet and greet’ lunch. A few 
other OECC members also attended and 
participants were given their route guides 
and BRBC licence plates. The next leg 
went up to Comox for most and we 
dodged rain showers for the rest of the 
day. That was the last rain to be seen for 
most of the rest of the trip! 
 
Day two – Courtenay to Gibsons 
Some of us, (me included) didn’t get a 
reservation for the Powell River ferry so 
had a very early start! We met with our 
new ‘member at large’ Glen Ogilvie in 
Powell River and after a quick run 
through the downtown streets; it was off 
to the Saltery Bay ferry and a picnic beside the terminal. Sunshine and sports car 
roads took us down to Gibsons ... and 23 cars, our largest daily contingent for the trip, 
stayed for the night. 
 
Day three - Gibsons 
The July 1st parade in Sechelt had us 
busy decorating the cars the next morn-
ing. Another gorgeous day and there was 
a great turnout for it.  After the parade, 
we had arranged a car display in Gib-
sons just a couple blocks from our hotel 
and we spent the afternoon there with a 
few locals including OECCVCB member 
Bill Forst. Bill was a great liaison for this 
part of the trip and kept us all organized including planning the evening meal where he 
entertained us with a ‘movie car’ quiz 
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Day four – Gibsons to Whistler 
The Langdale ferry was the last ‘ocean’ 
part of the route. There are a lot of attrac-
tions on the way to Whistler and a few of 
us stopped at the ‘Sea to Sky’ gondola 
near Squamish. The views were absolutely 
breathtaking. Another group did the popu-
lar ‘Peak to Peak’ at Whistler.  
 
Day five – Whistler to Kamloops 
This day turned out to be mostly ‘uphill’ as 
we not only went up the Duffy Lake road in 
the morning, later in the day many chose 
the Highland Valley road to Kamloops. 
Several cars had problems in various loca-
tions, some more severe than others. We 
were to meet up with a few TVB members 
at Marble Canyon but didn’t catch up to 
them until the evening meal next to our 
motel. The weather continued to be sunny 
and hot! 
 
Day six – Kamloops to Revelstoke 
A few TVB members came along on the 
run to Armstrong and a tour of the Village 
Cheese Company. We also stopped in at 
the Highway 97 diner on the way. Heading 
north from there, we parted company with 
our ‘extra’ cars at Sicamous and many 
stopped at the Three Valley Gap for an 
interesting tour before arriving in Rev-
elstoke. 
 
Day Seven – Revelstoke to Canmore 
Two fellows from Canmore, one the origi-
nal owner of a 1951 MGTD, had arranged 
to meet us at Field and took us on an alter-
nate scenic route to Canmore. We also 
presented Bob Nelson with a surprise 
birthday ‘cake’ during lunch at Field.  
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Day Eight - Canmore to Fort MacLeod 
A contingent from two Calgary based car clubs arrived at 
9:00 and after a short briefing we headed out to the 
Kananaskis Trail with 32 cars! The drive through the moun-
tains was spectacular and we managed to just stay on the 
edge of the rain showers along the way. After a short stop 
at Longview, the next stop was the Bomber Command mu-
seum in Nanton where we had a picnic lunch in the adja-
cent park. After touring the museum we said goodbye to 
our new Calgary friends and made our way 
down to Fort Macleod. 
 
Day Nine - Fort MacLeod to Kimberley 
We were surprised to see the ground damp this 
morning and apparently there had been a bit of 
a thunderstorm overnight. It didn’t however 
lessen the appetite of the bugs in any way! 
Several of us headed off to the ‘Buffalo Jump’ 
museum (some had been the day before) 
which was very interesting but a few of us took 
a wrong turn when leaving and travelled for 
about 40 kms. down a gravel road! After set-
tling in at the Trickle Creek lodge, we headed 
back towards Cranbrook for a great dinner 
hosted by Cliff Blakey and the rest of the 
Kootenay branch. 
 
Day 10 – Kimberley 
The morning was set aside for ‘day’ trips and in 
the late afternoon we set up our cars in the 
courtyard beside the hotel for a ‘show & shine’. 
Cliff had advertised the event locally and some 
of the local branch members brought their cars 
so we visited and tried to stay out of the hot 
sun for the rest of the day. 
 
Day Eleven – Kimberley to Rossland 
I had met a local car dealer the day before who 
was in the process of restoring his father’s 
original garage/gas station and we all stopped 
on our way out of Kimberley for a photo op and 
to see a 1940’s original B/A sign being in-
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stalled. Later, the Columbia brewing company 
tour provided welcome break from the heat in 
more ways than one!  A bit more car trouble 
as we took a slight detour to see the Seven 
mile dam near Montrose. It was VERY hot and 
all uphill on the last leg from Trail to Rossland. 
 
Day Twelve – Rossland to Kelowna 
A lot of the group opted to leave early to avoid 
the heat today. It was great to get the toughest 
climb over with early in the day. Some of us 
stopped for lunch in Greenwood at the Copper 
Kettle bakery before all meeting up at Rock 
Creek and a drive up Hwy 33 into Kelowna. 
There were no car issues for a change but still 
very hot. 
 
Day Thirteen – Kelowna to Hope 
With the end of the tour in sight, and the ever 
present heat, most decided to drive straight 
through to Hope and arrived in the early after-
noon. Later in the evening were presentations, 
awards and many humorous stories/ lies were 
told about what really had happened to every-
one over the last two weeks! 
 

This was my fourth consecutive BRBC and it 
really is a highlight of the year’s activities. 
Where else can you spend day after day with 
friendly, like minded people and see so much 
of the wonderful scenery that this province 
(and Alberta) has. 
 
I’d like to thank the following people for all their hard work in making this year’s BRBC 
a great success... Rob Brodie, Dave Harris, Bob Nelson, Adèle Hedges, Terry 
MacFarlane, Cliff Blakey, Stephen Way, Bill Forst, Ric MacDonald and many others. 
 

...Jim Gislason 
Wagon master 
BRBC 2014 
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 Chairperson Opening Remarks (Cathy Gislason)  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7PM  
 
There were 56 members in attendance.  
 
Cathy Gislason announced with deep regret that two club members had passed away 
– Cees DenHolder and David Jones. Cathy sent out condolence cards on behalf of the 
membership.  
There were two guests – John & Morag Atherstone with a newly acquired 1992 XJS 
Jaguar. John & Morag purchased a membership at this meeting.  
Candy Francis made a motion that the minutes of the May 2014 general meeting as 
circulated by e-mail be accepted and the motion was seconded by Paul Tilroe. The mo-
tion was carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Al Ramsay)  
Al reported that new cheques have been purchased for the club and gave a summary 
of revenue and expenses incurred to date. The current bank balance is $XXXX.  
 
Membership Report (Melba Nelson)  
Melba reported that as of this meeting we have 118 memberships purchased with a 
total membership of 219 members. Melba also announced that she has a number of 
membership cards and receipts ready to be picked up by paid-up members. Melba 
thanked Linda Harris for donating a computer bag (won at the Seaside Cruisers event 
on June 15th) for the club computer.  
 
Branch Events  
Paul Mansell reported that there will be a car-run on June 22nd and a sign-up sheet was 
being passed around at the meeting. Also he mentioned that the Bathtub Race car 
show will be held on July 27th from 10am to 3pm. Please refer to the Calendar of 
Events on our webpage for updates.  
 
Regalia (July Unia)  
Judy Unia announced that she had name tags ready for pick up for those who have 
placed an order for one.  
 
Brits on the Beach (Steve Wareing and Adrian Rice)  
Steve gave a report that the plans for the July 13th event are falling into place. A few 
more volunteers are still needed and a sign-up sheet was passed at the meeting.  

Minutes of  June 19th , 2014  General Meeting 



Page 10 of 14 

 
Brits Around BC (Jim Gislason)  
Jim gave a brief report on this event. A meet and greet social will be held at Boston 
Pizza at Longwood at 1:30pm on June 29th. This will be open to all BRBC participants 
as well as our members to come out and wish all participants a fun and safe tour. A car 
run will commence from Nanaimo at 11am to Transfer Beach in Ladysmith to meet up 
with Victoria and other members then proceed to Boston Pizza.  
 
New Business  
A brief discussion took place to have information posted on our website Links tab in 
reference to goods and services relating to repairs and business recommendations for 
service. If anyone has information in this regard they are requested to submit this to 
our branch webmaster.  
Ladysmith will be holding a parade on August 2nd. A show of hands indicated that there 
would be possibly six or seven cars to participate. A new award this year will be 
“Neatest Antique Award”.  
The Victoria Car Show held on June 15th was attended by a few members from our 
club. There were a few showers and a bit cool but overall a good show.  
 
Merv’s Mystery Car of the Month (Merv Steg)  
Merv Steg presented his “Mystery Car of the Month” and after a number of clues, Doug 
Unia guessed the correct answer – Sherpa Van.  
 
50/50 Draw  
The winner of the 50/50 was Marilyn Tarry winning $39.50. Winners of the 50/50 who 
are wearing their name badges are eligible to win an additional $5.00 and unfortunately 
Marilyn was not wearing her badge so she was not entitled to the additional $5.00  
 
Social Break  
 
Technical Presentation (Doug Unia)  
Doug presented the technical portion of this meeting – How ethanol in gas affects 
Stromberg carburetors and SU’s.  
 
The next General Meeting is scheduled for Thursday July 17th – at 7PM.  
 
- Bob Thompson – Branch Secretary  
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Chairperson Opening Remarks (Cathy Gislason) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM. 
 
There were 38 members in attendance 
 
There was one guest – Bob Potter from Nanaimo. 
 
Jim Gislason made a motion that the minutes of the June 19, 2014 general meeting as cir-
culated by e-mail be accepted and the motion was seconded by Doug Unia. 
 
Housekeeping - Cathy requested that the 50/50 tickets be sold early in the meeting if possi-
ble so that it was completed well before the draw. 
 
She also requested that when someone has the floor we show respect for the speaker with 
no chit chat. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Al Ramsay) 
 
Al reported a total unencumbered balance of $XXXXX. He gave a summary of revenue and 
expenses incurred to date noting that the number reflects expenses from Brits on the 
Beach but not the income. 
 
Membership Report (Melba Nelson) 
 
Graeme Cook reported on Melba’s behalf that we have 120 memberships representing 222 
members. He noted that there are many membership cards not yet picked up. 
 
Events Report – (Paul Mansell) 
 
Paul noted that the Bath Tub Races are July 27, 2014. The sign up sheet was circulated. 
The event can be accessed at 10:00AM and participants will meet on Victoria Road at 9:25 
AM. 
 
The Lady Smith Parade is August 2nd. The sign – up sheet was circulated. A follow up e-
mail will provide details. 
 
Terry MacFarlane announced that if members were interested he would organize another 
run on Gabriola Island for September 21st, 2014. A sign-up sheet will be distributed at the 
next meeting. 
 
 

Minutes of  July 17th , 2014  General Meeting 
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Regalia Report (Judy Unia) 
 
On her behalf Doug Unia stated that 2 hats were ordered that need to be picked up. 
 
Brits ‘Round BC (Jim Gislason) 
 
Jim stated that the event was successful with interesting roads. One high light was a group 
of 39 cars from the Calgary Club joined them on the Kananaskis Road. The web site will be 
updated shortly. 
 
Brits on the Beach (Steve Waring, Adrian Rice) 
 
The event was successful and seems to really have taken hold. Some of the Calgary club 
members who joined us in Brits ‘Round BC attended and it was great that they were invited 
to attend the barbecue. No fee to enter is also good. There were 260 cars on site. 
 
Cathy passed on a brief report from Candy- She thanked the members for all the wine do-
nations noting that it allowed for consolation prizes. Wine baskets earned $300.00 and 
50/50 tickets $400.00 with a donation of $30.00 from The Pie lady for a total of $730.00 
approximately. She also expressed that the entry form at the gates for prizes was an excel-
lent idea. 
 
Malcolm Hargrave noted that two containers were left after the barbecue and anyone want-
ing to claim them can contact either Janet or himself. 
 
Suggestions for the event included: 

try to have British music from the 60’s pop era. 
As only a few stayed to clean-up chairs etc perhaps a Clean Up Crew should be desig-

nated. 
The parking went well with few complaints. The vests worked well for directional purposes. 
Perhaps we can designate an area for handicap parking (10-12 spots) if you have any 
ideas /comments send to Steve Waring at srw@shaw.ca 

There was a discussion related to donations for the wine basket vs. using the club 
treasury. It was noted that some members view giving a donation as their way to 
support the club. 

It was suggested that thank you letters be sent to the Calgary Club and the Kootenay 
Branch in relation to both events. Cathy noted this is being done. There will be a 
report in the Spanner or the Beano or both. 

 
Other Business 
 
David Kelsey commented that two years ago it had been discussed that a list of contact 
people related to car repairs, tools, etc. would be distributed to the membership. Steve 
Waring stated that this is being discussed with the executive. 
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Merv’s Mystery Car of the Month (Merve Steg) 
 
Doug Unia guessed the correct answer after several clues – Fairthorpe Electron Minor 
1958 – 1970. 
 
50/50 Draw 
 
The winner of the draw was Roger Tarry winning $35.00 including the extra $5.00 for 
wearing his name tag. 
 
Social Break 
 
Technical Presentation ( Doug Unia) 
 
Brian Collings showed a video about Water Photo Printing that was very interesting. 
 
Adele Hedges will show her disc from the last BATS (Brits Around The Sea) trip at next 
meeting as there were fewer members at this one. 
 
The next General Meeting is schedule for Thursday August 21st, 2014 
 

       - Janet Pidwysocki for Bob Thompson – Branch Secretary  
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
Chairman:                Cathy Gislason 
Phone:                250-723-4372 
Email:               cath@island.net 
 
Past Chairman:     Malcolm Hargrave 
Phone:                250-741-0584 
Email:               malcolmhargrave@shaw.ca 
 
Vice Chairman            Graeme Cook 
Phone:       250-585-6972 
Email:                  graeme4a@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:                Doug Unia 
Phone:                          250-751-8270            
Email:                            55omdu6@telus.net  
 
Treasurer:                    Al Ramsay 
Phone:       250-585-6368 
Email:               valandalramsay@gmail.com 
  
Secretary:                   Bob Thompson 
Phone:                          250-716-8920 
E-mail                           chimo55@telus.net 
 
Events Coordinator:  Paul Mansell 
Phone:      250-585-4180 
Email:                  stagebrit@shaw.ca 
 
Beano Newsletter:     Jim Gislason 
Phone      250-723-4372 
Email:                 jim@island.net 
 
Web Master:        Paul Tilroe 
Phone:       250-716-8920 
Email:                  oecccib@gmail.com 
     
Regalia:                        Judy Unia 
Phone:                           250-751-8270            
Email:                            77rxj6c@telus.net 
 
Membership/Roster:   Melba Nelson 
Phone:                           250-468-1564            
Email:                            oeccmelba@gmail.com 

OECC CIB Executive 

August 30th 
Lighthouse Country Fair 
Wagon master Al Thompson 
 
September 7th 
Cow Run 
Wagon Masters Malcolm & Janet 
Hargrave 
 
Sept. 13th & 14th 
OECC AGM, Mini Monte run, dinner 
and ECAIP. Details on the website 
 
Upcoming Monthly meetings… 
 
 Aug. 21st, Sept. 18th & Oct. 16th 
 
7:00 P.M. @ Lantzville Legion 


