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First Edition of  the Beano was January 1999 
20 Years of Central Island Branch history 

can be found on our web site 
 

  https://www.oecc.ca/cib/beano.htm 
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Chair Report  -  Jan - Feb 2019 

Hello to you all. This the first issue under our new Beano Editor Ad èle Hedges. I am 
sure it will be interesting with her own special slant as always.  

Val and I are leaving for a holiday in the sun, Thailand in the middle of February and 
will not be back until near the end of March. As a result, Jim Stewart will be taking 
over the Chairman duties as well as running the February and March meetings. I am 
sure you will all give him your usual welcome as you have done for me. 

 The Executive has been working hard planning upcoming events and you will be 
advised of them by email and at the meetings. Please come out and support these events. We are trying to 
have at least one a month. Also consider hosting one of the many over the year. Malcolm Hargrave has a 
complete list of open dates. Of course some are more involved but as a starter some are very simple with 
minimal work. See Malcolm for details. 

 This has been not a bad winter here on the island especially when compared to the rest of Canada. 
Recently I spoke with both our daughters, one in Winnipeg and the other who lives in Helsinki. She was 
in Moscow when we spoke…Temperatures Winnipeg Minus 37, Nanaimo minus 1 and Moscow plus 2. 
Somehow that didn’t seem right. Of course we have had this recent snow dump and are now being 
laughed at by the rest of the country. But at least it is warmer here and it will be summer here long before 
the rest of the country. 

 All that being said, I really want to get out behind the wheel again as I am sure most of you are. 

 Val and I will hoist a watermelon shake on the beach and toast you all on meeting night. 

Al Ramsay, Chairman—OECCCIB   

 

   

  

  

Al Ramsay, Branch Chairman 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=picture+watermelon+shake&id=74C892012FF2725BBD7061621C4179D767745B5E&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+thailand+beaches&id=4998F70CA1083F7885A9897892DC000988DF9A7C&FORM=IQFRBA


 

Page 3 

Membership Report 

 
 

Elaine Roebuck, New Membership Chair, 2019 

As of February 28, 2019 we have a total of: 

92 memberships, for a total of 160 members.   

Effective March 1, 2019 membership renewals are now past due. If you did not renew, 
your information is removed from the roster and the Google Group account.       

Contact our 2019 Membership Chairperson (Elaine) at: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

You can easily renew on line here: https://www.oecc.ca/cib/about_us.htm 

 

PICTURES OF YOU AND YOUR CARS 
Members Only Gallery has an excellent tool to see pictures of members and their 
cars.  These are ongoing galleries so Steve Roebuck needs members to send in  
pictures of yourselves and your cars. Pictures of Members may have to be updated if 
you have an old picture of yourselves.  You may have acquired or sold a car, again 
Steve needs to know about this if you have photos in the gallery. You can access this 
on the following link: www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery 
  and scroll down to Members Only.   You will have received User Name and Pass-
word to access this. 
 
Contact Steve at steve@rbck.ca 
 to send him photos. 

mailto:oecccibmembers@gmail.com
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/about_us.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm
mailto:steve@rbck.ca
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When I heard at our AGM in October that a Beano Editor was still needed and if no one would come 
forth, then it would be the end of the Beano.  I went home and thought about it and then contacted  
Al Ramsay to say that if no one volunteers, that I was willing to be the editor.  Al did try to get someone 
to volunteer as it is always good to get more members involved, but just before the Annual Christmas 
Party he called me to say no one had done so. 
 
The first issue of the Beano was January 1999 and the first Editor was Norm Marshall who Ken and I 
had the pleasure of knowing.  He has since passed away.  So as you see the Beano, British Engineered 
Automobiles - Nanaimo Order or (Beano named after a British weekly comic) has been part of our 
branch for 20 years and I could not let it come to an end.. The Beano is our branch’s history.  You can 
read back issues on our website. 
 
For those who do not know me, my husband Ken and I have been members of OECC CIB since late 
2002 when we moved to Vancouver Island from the West Kootenays  where we lived for 28 years.  We 
have made so many friends through this great club.  We have both been very active as volunteers, Ken 
was the Beano Editor for two years 2007—2009 and has spent countless hours helping fix members cars 
in our garage.  I organized the second Brits ‘Round BC BRBC in 2006 and have also organized several 
BATS  (Brits Across the Sea) tours for our branch.  Have been treasurer for both branch and club,  
reinstated the roster, was registrar for both club and branch.  I also started the galleries for Members  
Only with pictures of yourselves and your cars which gratefully Steve Roebuck took over when I  
decided to retire from this. 
 
If you want to get to know more members, I highly recommend that you try going on  a BRBC, you 
don’t have to do the whole tour or go on some of the runs put on  by our members.  We have made so 
many good friends in many branches through these tours and always enjoy meeting them at the various 
events.  Another really good way is to get more involved and volunteer. 
 
I intend to reinstate the “Get Acquainted” which Ken did when he was Editor.  So I am looking for  
Members who are willing to write something about themselves, how they got involved with British cars, 
what British cars they have owned and now own, and  maybe something about your personal life, such 
as where you have lived etc.  and photos to go along with the article.  I know people are usually reluctant 
to come forward themselves, so don’t be surprised if you get an email from me asking if you would write 
up something about yourself or yourselves.  Paul Tilroe is the first member featured in this issue. 
 
I shall be looking for members to submit any articles that you think may be of interest and welcome any 
ideas of what content you would like to see in the Beano. 
 
In closing, as a good friend of ours, Robert Atkins from SIB (South Island Branch)  would always say to 
us “It’s All About CARS” in his very British accent. 

Adèle Hedges  
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I’ve been asked by Adèle to submit a brief bio for the Jan/Feb BEANO as a “member introduction” 
regular feature. I guess I’m to be the “ice breaker”, so here it is: 
 
I was born in Amsterdam and grew up there until just before my 9

th
 birthday when my parents 

immigrated to Canada in 1957 with their 5 children. Total culture shock from playing on the streets 
of Amsterdam to moving to the town of Jasper Place (now West Edmonton). No running water, no 
sewer or bathroom (try the outhouse at -20* F, or colder). Anyway, we all survived. 
 
I’ve always had a fondness for British sport cars and bought my first one in 1968, an early 1960’s 
something used Triumph Spitfire with spoke wheels. I loved it, however it was my only car and in 
the Edmonton winters it was brutal. I installed a truck booster heater in the passenger side leg 
compartment and with cardboard in front of the radiator it was bearable. I drove it return from 
Edmonton to Tofino BC in this picture on the old Yellowhead Hwy with a lot of it still a gravel road. 
Being young and needing a more dependable car I sold it about a year later.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GET ACQUAINTED 
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My 2nd British car was a used Triumph TR6 which I bought in 1983 and had the motor rebuilt in 
Edmonton. I spent too much money on that one.  I had a lot of fun with that car too and living on 
an acreage with a huge garage I did a lot of fixes and partial restoration.  I sold that one a few 
years later. (no pictures of the TR6) 
 
After moving to Nanaimo in 2005 I bought my 3

rd
 British car, a 1978 MGB completely restored. I 

saw it at the “Brits on the Beach” show and bought it. I joined the OECC in 2012 and became the 
Branch Webmaster to get involved. I sold that car a few years later to a Nanoose resident. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then in 2016 I saw my current British car, a 1995 (registered as a’96) MGF which I bought from 
a hobby mechanic in Victoria. I saw it at ECAIP in Victoria and Adèle took a picture of me sitting 
in that car before I bought it. Since these cars were never commercially imported into Canada or 
the USA the previous owner imported it from a Japanese owner in 2012 and worked on the 
hydragas suspension and other items.  His wife did not like the R hand drive, so he converted it 
to LH drive. I still own this car and take it on Club events. With the mid-board engine, it is a 
pleasure to drive. 
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So, I’m still the Webmaster (coming up 7 yrs. now) and I’ve been called the “club photographer” 
by some. This past year I was also the Acting BEANO Editor. I’ve been involved in most of the 
Club events and the Brits on the Beach every year since joining. Who am I? Paul Tilroe. 
 
 
Editor’s note:  Found that picture. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday,  Jan. 17th, 2019 

Meeting called to order by Al Ramsay (Chairperson). There were 38 members present.  
Al welcomed new members, and no guests were present. 
 
Approval of Minutes of November 15, 2018. Motion was made by Steve Roebuck and 
seconded by Dave Harris. All approved and carried. 
 
Treasurer’s report – AL introduced Julie McKay.  Janet Hargrave gave the report for end of the 
2018 year.  

Total Revenue:  $XXXXXX 
Total expenses: $XXXXXX 
Net profit:           $XXXXXX 
Bank Balance:   $XXXXXX      

Motion to accept was made by Peter Sparke.  Seconded by Marilyn Tarry. Motion carried. 
 
Membership Report – Elaine Roebuck 
Total memberships are 119 and almost double that with Members.   
54 early birds qualified for the free membership draw. 
If you have paid by PayPal or by cheque in the mail please pick up your membership receipt at 
any business meeting or event.  They are not mailed out. 
 
Branch Events -Malcolm Hargrave  The new title is Events Promoter. The intent is to have 
an event every month. Members who have not yet led a car run or event are encouraged to do 
so.  Malcolm will help you with how to organize etc.  A schedule will be put on the CIB website. 
January 6

th
 -  The annual Polar Bear Walk led by Janet and Malcolm Hargrave was held at 

Hemer Park.  Thirty-two attended on a lovely walk on a sunny day with lunch following at 
Smitty’s Restaurant. 
February 17

th
 – 5-pin bowling organized by Marilyn Tarry (a sign-up sheet was passed around). 

March/April  - event or car run TBA. Volunteers needed! 
May 18

th
 – All British Field Meet at Van Deusen Park in Vancouver. Tribute to the Bentley(100th 

Anniversary) and Mini (60
th
 Anniversary). 

July 20-23– BATS - 4day Tour led by Adèle Hedges. Quadra one night, two nights at Port 
McNeil. 
September 14

th
 -Run to British Aviation Museum Victoria led by Brian Collings. 

 
Beano Report – Adèle Hedges 
If you have any articles or photos they can be submitted to Adèle directly at 
hedges.al@gmail.com      Beano will be available at the end of February. 
 
Website Report -Paul Tilroe 
The “Members Only” area password will be changed in March. Nothing else to report. 

mailto:hedges.al@gmail.com
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Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry 
Badges that were ordered can be collected. There are new metal car badges available along 
with hats. 
 
Merv’s Car of the Month Presentation – Merv Steg/Brian Collings 
Type of Car – British but Canadian made- Jaguar IPACE was identified by David Kelsey. Brian 
showed a video IPACE presentation. 
 
New Business – Al Ramsay 
None was presented 

Old Business - Jim talked about the results of the Christmas Party survey that was sent out. 
The location, cost, and type of event needs to be carefully considered. However, in the interim, 

the date was set for Dec. 7th at Fairwinds. A committee chaired by Deborah Swail has been set 
up to organize the 2019 Party. They will investigate other locations and options and report back 
to the Executive with their findings. If the venue changes the golf course can be cancelled by the end of 
July. 
 
50/50 Draw  
The winner was Fred Grey with no name tag  so $55.00 won. 
The early bird membership winner draw was  Michael Kilsby who won his membership dues.  54 
members paid by Dec. 31

st
. 

 
Adjournment of Meeting 
Brian Collings made the motion to adjourn.  Janet Hargrave seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried. Time was 8:20 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Sylvia Sparke 
OECC Branch co-secretary  

If you missed the Car of the Month Presentation  

by Merve Steg & Brian Collings 
 

Here are some pictures and clues given at the January meeting 
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$90,000 

384 HP, 512 ft. lbs. of torque 

0-60 mph 4.8 seconds 

200 kph top speed. 

5,886 lbs. 

All Wheel Drive 

12,000 maximum RPM 

Torque vectoring braking to aid turning. 

Air suspension for varying ride height. 

Adaptive surface response adjusts motor and brakes depending on 

surface. 

Low traction launch on slippery surfaces up to 30 kph. 

Steady speed progress on all surfaces.  

Built for Jaguar in Graz, Austria by Magna. 

Clues given for January Car of the Month 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday,  Feb. 21st, 2019 

Minutes are unavailable for this issue.  They will be in the next issue.  For those who were not at this 
meeting, this will be a good opportunity for you to try and guess Merv Steg’s car of the month without 
being given the answer in the minutes. 

Clues given for February Car of the Month 

 Company started by George Mackie and Peter Wilks. 

 The design was largely the work of Peter Wilks and Spen King,  

 A two place sports car it was called a tourer. 

 Coil sprung independent front suspension. 

 Elliptical sprung live rear axle. 

 Car was based on a sedan but the engine was moved backwards for front rear balance. 

 Rover gearbox was used with optional Laycock-de Normanville overdrive. 

 Gear shift was moved from column to floor. 

 6 cylinder with inlet over exhaust valves, with higher compression the 2103cc engine put out 80 hp for the model 
A while the model 100 had a bored out 2392cc with triple SU's which put out 105 hp for a top speed of 100 mph 
(hence its name). 

 Production started in Dorridge but was soon moved to Kenilworth. 

 First models used some panels from the car it was based on but later ones were made by Abbey Panels of  
Coventry. 

 When the UK doubled the purchase tax on cars over 1,000 pounds sterling that raised the price from 1,235 in 
1950 to over 2,000 in 1952 that was the end of that as it priced them out of the market. A grand total of 15 cars 
were made.  

 
 
Submitted by Merv Steg 
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The 10
th

 Annual OECC Polar Bear Walk 

We had a good turnout of folks for the walk, with a few English cars showing up at 
Southgate Mall.  The rain had stopped earlier that morning and we had a wonderfully 
bright, sunny day, all day.  After driving through to Cedar, we arrived at Hemer Park 
and did manage to find enough parking for all of our cars.   
A lot of the members took up the challenge of hiking along the somewhat soggy trails, 
and were rewarded when they came across some spectacular scenery of lakes, huge 
trees and wildlife.  No one was lost, and 32 of us met back at Smitty’s for lunch. 
As usual, we had the raffle for the one-year adoption of “Oh-ECC”, our WWF toy polar 
bear, and this year it was won by Graeme Cook, who promised to look after him and 
keep him cool him until next year!  We raised a total of $85.00 from the raffle, which 
will be sent to the Canadian Wildlife Federation’s Arctic Fund, promoting the protection 
of polar bears and their shrinking habitat. 
As it was the 10th anniversary of the Polar Bear Walk this year, we had a couple of 
special prizes – a very large toy polar bear, won by Janice Collings, and a lovely book 
titled “Great Bear Wild”, won by Terry MacFarlane. 
Also, as is now the tradition, we judged all entrants for costumes they wore to promote 
the walk’s theme.  This year it was for the best dressed Cowboy or Cowgirl, and David 
Kelsey was voted the winner by a staff member of Smitty’s. 
All in all, a great day, and I think a fun day for everyone who showed up. 
 

Submitted by:  Yeee-Haaa!!        Malcolm & Janet Hargrave 
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and the winners are……... 

Graeme Cook, , Janice Collings ,and  
Terry MacFarlane 

David Kelsey 

Photo Credits: 
Malcolm Hargrave 

& 
Jim Stewart 

More pictures on Branch  
Web under Galleries 
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Our official branch photographer Paul Tilroe missed the Polar Bear Walk as he was 

visiting family in Palm Springs, so Ken and I went and picked him up and brought him 

back for an OECC Desert Branch gathering on that day, which also included           

Rob & Sally Day who many of you know were members of our branch before moving 

back to England.  They are staying here for January and February.  Also here, as well 

as Ken and I are Russ and Pat Heughan. 

 

Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday, October 18, 2018 Meanwhile in the Desert 

      January 12 we celebrated Rob Day’s birthday.                       January 19 another gathering with Ray Sabourin and 
          Jim 

January 26 Happy Hour at Jim & Pauline’s 
Our daughter Nicole was also here for a visit February 23—Jim, Pauline, Russ, Pat , Ken 

and Adèle gathered a Rob and Sally Day’s 
rental unit.  Sally prepared a delicious meal for 
us all.  They leave soon to return to England, 
but those who knew them might get an 
opportunity to meet them again as they maybe 
coming to Vancouver Island next year.  Rob 
has some interesting stories to tell of when he 
travelled around the world with the Ford racing 
team, servicing their cars.  Maybe I can 
persuade him to write an article in the future. 
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Branch Bowling Event—February 17th 

20 members attended to bowl and 2 turned up for support. 
 
I think a good time was had by all, but with a lot of frustration. There was 
a lot of laughs and jokes. 
 
Steve Roebuck won the men’s event, (again), winning a hold all with 
chocolate goodies. 
 
Peter Sparke came last winning a plastic set of pins and ball (so he can 
practice). 
 
Linda Harris won the women’s event, (again) winning a hold all with 
chocolate goodies. 
 
Kathy Doyle came last also winning a plastic set of pins and ball (to 
practice with). 
 
Paul was busy taking pictures, can’t wait to see what lovely expressions 
will be on people’s faces. 
 
Submitted by Marilyn Tarry—          Photos by Paul Tilroe & Jim Stewart 

From Thailand—”Even though we could not be 
there, we went in spirit in Bankok..It was 34 
degrees C today..Hope you have a great event.. 
 
Al, Val & Krista”. 
 
See photos on next page and many more on  
website  
 
  https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Bowling%202019.htm 

mailto:https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Bowling%202019.htm
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CONGRATULATIONS TO WINNERS 
Linda Harris & Steve Roebuck 

BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME TO 
Peter Sparke & Kathy Doyle 



 

Page 20 

List of presentations for members to request for their needs, or if there are requests to repeat a  
presentation please contact Brian Collings at vichums2@gmail.com 
 
PowerPoint Presentations 
A History of Lotus Cars 
A History of Jaguar Cars 
Jenson Cars 
Triumph Stag 
Wheels of Fortune 
TR6 problem areas 
 
Word Documents 
History of the MGB 
MGB upholstery  
Jaguar XK8 History & updates 
Choosing tire types 
Engine testing & development  (Aston Martin Tickford) 
Ethanol in Gasoline 
Preparing your car for winter storage (10 easy steps) 
What is Tuning? 
Oil Bible (with links) 
 
PDF files 
Steering geometry &wheel alignment 
 
YouTube 
Dream cars, building a Jaguar XF 
Mario Andretti Race car 
Duke engine 

PRESENTATIONS 

OECC EVENTS 2019 

Details about upcoming events and car runs can be found here: 
www.oecc.ca/cib/branch_events 
 
Malcom Hargrave, our Events Promoter for 2019 has suggestions of possible car runs. 
He can be reached at malcolmh460@gmail.com 
Not sure about how to go about organizing an event or run, Malcolm will assist anyone who is 
not too sure how to go about  this.  New runs and events are always welcome 
 
Thursday March 21  - Regular Branch meeting at 7:00 pm at Lantzville Legion 
Sunday    Mach 24 at 2:00 pm—Visit Geoff Moyes Jaguar collection at Cowichan Bay.  
Lunch at Rock Cod Café.  David Kelsey is organizing this run.  More details to follow. 
Thursday April 18      - Regular Branch meeting at 7:00 pm at Lantzville Legion 
We need someone to organize a run for April—Always enjoyed the Bunny Hop Run which 
Dave & Linda Harris used to organize—maybe some else could carry this on. 

mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/branch_events.htm
mailto:malcolmh460@gmail.com
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Feedback from the Survey after last year’s Christmas Party 
 
We want to better understand what members think about the branch Christmas 
Party. So, we decided to use Survey Monkey to ask all of our members - those 
who went to last year’s Party and those who didn’t - what they thought of that 
event and what they wanted, and would pay for, in 2019.  

A link to a short survey – only 6 questions – was circulated by email the day after 
last year’s Party and 67 people, including 9 couples, responded. That’s more than 
replied to the survey after Brits On The Beach and almost one third of our total 
membership as of 25 December 2018.  

Over 80% of those who did go thought the location was excellent; three quarters 
of them thought the food was excellent and over 80% thought the entertainment 
was excellent or good. So, we have a benchmark for this year’s party – it has to 
held in a great venue, with excellent food and great entertainment.  
 
We were very pleased that 39 of the respondents, over half, were people who 
chose not to go to last year’s Party. Over 70% of their responses identified 3 
factors as being equally important when they made the decision not to attend. The 
3 were: 

“I didn’t like the location/venue”, 
“The tickets were too expensive” and 
“I had another party/dinner/commitment that night”  

It’s no surprise that price and location/venue were major considerations. And who 
knows, perhaps more members would have chosen the Party over another 
commitment had they liked venue and price.  
 
Only 7% of the responses came from people who had already gone south for the 
winter.  

We have made an area available for members to post articles, feedback, or constructive  
criticism.  What’s on your mind for club related issues?  Send your articles to the BEANO  
editor via email to:   hedges.al@gmail.com 
Thanks to those who have submitted articles for this issue, much appreciated.   

mailto:hedges.al@gmail.com
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We also learned a couple of other things we’ll have to think about in the future: 

Just under 10% of the responses were from members who said, “I generally 
don’t attend events in the evening” and,  

A number of comments referred to health issues and driving in the dark and in 
the wet conditions.  

The reality is that we are all getting older.  
 
Next, we tackled the 2019 Party. We gave everyone 5 statements to choose from 
and told them to pick all of the ones which applied to them.  

21% of the responses were from people who said they will pay $40 - $45 for a 
ticket.  

15% were from people who will pay $45 - $50.  
And, perhaps surprisingly, another 15% were from people who said they would 

pay between $50 and $55.  
Only 3% of responses said they would not attend at any of those prices. 
12% of the responses preferred a lunch event rather than dinner one – perhaps 

another sign of an aging membership.  
Most of the remaining responses were in the form of comments. Location and 

cost came up again, as did driving in the wet and dark. Others commented 
on the lunch option, their working hours and health issues. 

 
So, 2 things are pretty clear. If we want more people to attend the Christmas Party 
we have to get the ticket prices down and, while Fairwinds is an excellent venue 
with excellent food, its location is a problem.  
 
There are several ways to reduce ticket prices. One of them is having the branch 
subsidize the event. One of the survey respondents expressed their support for that 
happening. However, at last October’s meeting several members expressed their 
opposition to a subsidy. A very detailed report was tabled by the Executive at the 
November meeting to explain the present ‘no subsidy’ policy and this was accepted 
by the members. If this continues to be a stumbling block, to settle the matter 
once and for all, we may use Survey Monkey to take a vote from 
the full membership, so that every member at least has an opportunity to express 
their opinion. 
 
We suspect that other groups who liked the venue for their 2018 Christmas Party 
may have already booked the same venue for 2019. So, to avoid ending up with no 
venue at all we have made a provisional booking with Fairwinds which we can 
cancel at no cost.  
 
The Executive will be passing all of this information along to Deborah Swail who has 
volunteered to organize the 2019 Party. She’s already assembled a small team to 
help her and they would love to hear your thoughts and ideas, particularly those 
with experience of previous years’ parties. Deborah and her team will be making 
recommendations to the Executive throughout the year.  
 
Submitted by Jim Stewart 
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Introduction 
The major difference between UK registration plates and Canadian plates is that in the 
UK the plates belong to the actual vehicle, and not the registered owner.  UK plates 
stay with the vehicle throughout its lifetime, and are transferred to the new owner when 
the vehicle is sold.  In Canada, the plates belong to the registered owner and remain 
with that individual as long as they keep the vehicle, and upon disposal, the same 
plates can be used again for another vehicle. 

 

History of UK registration plates 
U.K. Vehicle registration plates are the mandatory alphanumeric plates used to display 
the registration mark of a vehicle, and have existed in the United Kingdom since 1903. 
It is compulsory for motor vehicles used on public roads to display vehicle registration 
plates, with the exception of vehicles of the reigning monarch used on official business.  
 
Before 1932 
The first series of number plates was issued in 1903 and ran until 1932, consisting of a 
one or two-letter code, followed by a sequence number from 1 to 9999. E.g. A 1234, 
or AA 1234. The code indicated the local authority in whose area the vehicle was 
registered. In England and Wales, these were initially allocated in order of population 
size by the 1901 census. For instance, Leicester, where I was born, had 7 two-letter 
codes for the city and county – AY, BC, JF, JU, NR, RY, UT. 
 
1932 to 1963 
By 1932, the available codes were running out, and an extended scheme was 
introduced. This scheme placed a consecutive serial letter before the code, and 
had the sequence number run only to 999, thus restricting the number of 
characters in a registration to six. E.g. AAA 123, or BAA 123. 
 
1963 to 1982 
In August 1962, an attempt was made to create a national scheme to alleviate the 
problem of registrations running out. This used the scheme introduced in 1932, of a 
three-letter combination followed by a sequence number from 1 to 999, but also added 
a letter suffix, which initially changed on 1 January each year. An "A" suffix was thus 
used for 1963, "B" for 1964, etc. E.g. AAA 123B.  
 
As well as yielding many more available numbers, it was a handy way for vehicle 
buyers to know the age of the vehicle immediately. However, the year letter changing 
on 1 January each year meant that car retailers soon started to notice that buyers 
would tend to wait until the New Year for the new letter to be issued, so that they could 
get a "newer" car. This led to major peaks and troughs in sales over the year, and to 
help flatten this out somewhat, the industry lobbied to get the scheme changed, so that 

Vehicle registration plates of the United Kingdom 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motor_vehicles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle_registration_plate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle_registration_plate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motor_Car_Act_1903
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the change of year letter occurred on 1 August rather than 1 January. This was done in 
1967, when "E" suffixes ran only from 1 January to 31 July, 1967, before "F" suffixes 
commenced on 1 August 1967 to 31 July 1968. 
 
 
1983 to 2001 
By 1982, the year suffixes had reached Y, and so from 1983 onwards, the sequence 
was reversed, so that the year letter — starting again at "A" — preceded the numbers, 
then the letters of the registration. E.g. B123 AAA. 
 
 

 

 

 

Example of number plate with two letter code vehicle registration mark created 

between 1903 and 1932.  

 

 

 

From 1933 to 1963 a prefix letter was added to the two-letter code.   

E.g. BAH 723 
 

 

 

 

From 1963 a suffix letter was added to signify the year of manufacture however, this 

was changed in 1967 to increase retail car sales in the autumn, and became August 

1st to July 31st each year until 1982. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:United_Kingdom_license_plate_AH_72_Norfolk_1904-1932_Flickr_-_woody1778a.jpg
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Suffix Letter Dates of issue 

A 
February 1963 – 31 December 

1963 

B 
1 January 1964 – 31 December 
1964 

C 
1 January 1965 – 31 December 

1965 

D 
1 January 1966 – 31 December 

1966 

E 1 January 1967 – 31 July 1967 

F 1 August 1967 – 31 July 1968 

G to Y 1968 to 1983 

Reversed 

Prefix Letter 

A to Y 

To 2001 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:United_Kingdom_license_plate_KAF_762L_1963.jpg
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By the late 1990s, the range of available numbers was once again starting to run out, 
exacerbated by a move to biannual changes in registration letters in 1999 to March 
and September in order to smooth out the bulge in registrations every August, so a 
new scheme needed to be adopted.  

 

The Current System – 2001 onwards 
The current system for Great Britain was introduced on 1 September 2001. Each 
registration index consists of seven characters with a defined format.  
From left to right, the characters consist of: 

A local memory tag, or area code, consisting of two letters which together 
indicate the local registration office. By December 2013, all local offices had 
been closed, but the letters still represent a region. The first of these two letters 
are mnemonic standing for the name of the broad area where the registration 
office is located. 

  
A two-digit age identifier, which changes twice a year in March and September. 

The code is either the last two digits of the year itself, if issued between 
March and August (e.g. "10" for registrations issued between 1 March and 31 
August 2010), or else it has 50 added to that value, if issued between 
September and February the following year (e.g. "60" for registrations issued 
between 1 September 2010 and 28 February 2011); 

A three-letter sequence which uniquely distinguishes each of the vehicles displaying 
the same initial four-character area and age sequence.  

 
Example of a vehicle registered between September 2001 and February 2002 
 

This new scheme has three particular advantages: 
 
A buyer of a second-hand vehicle can, in theory, determine the year of first registration 

of the vehicle without having to look it up.  
 
In the case of a police investigation of an accident, or vehicle-related crime, witnesses 

usually remember the initial area code letters — it is then quite simple to narrow 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mnemonic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:British_car_registration_plate_labels.svg
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down suspect vehicles to a much smaller number by checking the authority's database 
without having to know the full number.  

 
The scheme should have sufficient numbers to run until 28 February 2051. 
 
Some of the most expensive registration plates 
As popularity grew for “personalized” private plates, the prices for desirable plates 
became very expensive, with many motorists attracted by the investment potential, as 
well as for vanity. In the UK, sales of private plates via the Driver & Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA) exceeded £100 million per annum for the first time in 2016. Since 1989, 
the DVLA has made a total of £2 billion from selling private plates. While the wealthy may 
spend more on a private plate than the cost of their vehicle, not all car owners are 
attracted to private plates. However, this has not affected number plates from 
appreciating thousands of pounds in value every year. 
Registration “1” sold for £7.25 million and is the highest price paid for a plate –it was 
purchased by Abu Dhabi businessman Saeed Abdul Ghaffar Khouri in 2008.  
In 2014, the registration “25 O” broke a new record when it was purchased for £518,000 
by Ferrari dealer John Collins; the plate now sits on a Ferrari 250 SWB once owned by 
rock star Eric Clapton.  
Registrations “F1” and “RAC3R” have been considered as the most desirable plates 
amongst supercar and Formula One fans. The registration “RAC3R” is a suffix style plate 
that was issued in 1976; the same year British racing driver James Hunt won the 
Formula One World Championship. The plate covers all the different forms of racing, 
making it extremely desirable. 
The popularity of race-related plates led the DVLA to make a motor racing game to mark 
the profits it has made from the sales of private plates. The celebration took place at the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed in 2010.   
On 25 January 2008, the registration “F1” sold for £440,000 to Bradford Car 
design entrepreneur Afzal Kahn. The plate was previously owned and sold by Essex 
County Council and was sold to raise money for training young drivers. Originally this 
plate was affixed in 1904 to a Panhard et Levassor, of the then County Surveyor. 

A few months before the “F1” plate was purchased, the “S1” plate sold for £397,500 at an 
auction in September 2007 to an anonymous buyer, making it the second most 
expensive number plate to be sold in the UK. The “S1” plate was originally owned by  Sir 
John MacDonald, the Lord of Kingsburgh, and it was Edinburgh's first ever number 
plate. Within the space of two years the “S1”plate sold for £65,500 more than 
the “M1” plate that sold at auction in Goodwood in 2006.  

 
Submitted by Malcolm Hargrave 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Clapton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Driver_%26_Vehicle_Licensing_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entrepreneur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex_County_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex_County_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panhard_et_Levassor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Macdonald,_Lord_Kingsburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Macdonald,_Lord_Kingsburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodwood_Festival_of_Speed
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OECC CIB Executive 2019         

Chairperson:  Al Ramsay                phone: 250-585-6368         Email: valandalramsay@gmail.com 
 
 
Past Chairperson: Stephen Roebuck  Phone: 250-756-4490         Email: steve@rbck.ca> 
 
 
Vice Chairperson: Jim Stewart  Phone: 250-240-8610         Email: jstewart308@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:  Brian Collings Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: vichums2@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  Julie McKay             Phone: 250-729-1331         Email: jamckay1@shaw.ca 
  
Secretary:    Sylvia Sparke          Phone: 250-468-9142         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
Secretary:    Janice Collings       Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
 
 
Memberships:         Elaine Roebuck        Phone: 250-756-4490        Email: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 
 
Events 
Promoter:            Malcolm Hargrave Phone: 250-741-0584        Email: malcolmh460@gmail.com 
 
Beano 
Newsletter:  Adèle Hedges Phone: 250-468-5828       Email: hedges.al@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster:    Paul Tilroe  Phone: 250-716-8920       Email: oecccib@gmail.com 
     

At the January branch meeting 
Jim Stewart was presented 
with the well deserved 
“Member of the Year” trophy. 
 
Doug Unia was not at the 
meeting to receive the 
“Broken Piston”  Award 

Photo submitted by Paul Tilroe 

mailto:valandalramsay@gmail.com
mailto:steve@rbck.ca
mailto:mjstewart308@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
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mailto:moecccibsecretary@gmail.comail
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Classified Page 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this 
publication as a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British 
cars, parts or services. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and 
consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.  
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