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Chair Report  -  July - Aug 2018 

My, my what a summer this has been. It is really hard to believe we 
are at the end of August…unless you look at all the things that have 
happened.  
 
We continued June into July with The 2018 BRBC Tour. There was a 
good representation from our Branch and it was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. Upon returning from the Tour early for family company, we all 
leaped into Brits On The Beach. There were several major changes 

this year including the new fencing which led to new parking arrangements for a lot of 
people. I want to thank everyone who adapted and adjusted to make this a success. 
We have raised almost $1440 for the Ladysmith food bank along with several baskets 
of food. When we dropped this off to them, they were very grateful and said they could 
triple the money when they get cash. 
 
We also had a display at the Kiwanis residence near Nanaimo General Hospital.      
Although this is small in number it was greatly appreciated by the residents there.  
Thanks again to those who brought their cars out for these people.  They remember 
these cars and really enjoyed it. 
 
Bathtub Days was again celebrated in July and we put together a display in downtown 
Nanaimo.  We have to remember that sometimes these smaller displays keep us and 
our old cars in the public eye.  This is very important for our hobby as people forget 
and make changes that can affect us quite severely. 
 
 Although we did not attend Ladysmith Days, the Rues and I brought our two TR6’s for 
the Ladysmith Show and Shine. We were well received and saw a number of other 
British cars in attendance although they were not members of our club. We both ended 
up parking our cars in an electric car charging zone. Many people thought maybe we 
had converted them. 
 
The next day Val and I participated in the Picnic in the Park Drive and Rally. I believe 
there were more than 26 cars in attendance. It was a long drive with some very hard 
clues. But despite a bit of overcast and smoke, it was very enjoyable. It ended with a 
picnic in Bamberton Provincial Park. Our thanks to Malcolm and Janet Hargrave for 
organizing this Great day.  

Al Ramsay, Branch Chairman 
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(Chairman’s Message continued) 
 
This has been a busy Summer so far for our branch. Our next big event is the Light-
house fair on September 1. Unfortunately, Val and I will be away, as I really enjoy this 
down-home event. Oh well next year I’ll try again. Also we will be having ECAIP in  
Victoria on Sept 8 (Saturday). Contact the SIB for registration. Also Wine Women and 
Wheels is happening September 16 Contact Howard Lockhart for details. 
 
As many of you already know one of our club members, Valerie Morris, was accidental-
ly killed in a mudslide while on a Morgan club drive. It was very tragic and she will be 
missed. Please be very careful when you’re out and about. Although there was no 
warning in this incident, we always have to take extra care when out on the road. Our 
heartfelt sympathy to her husband Tom and her family. 
 
Once again thanks to Bob Thompson and Paul Tilroe for putting out another great   
issue of our branch newsletter. 
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Membership Report 
 
 
Bob Thompson, Membership Chair 

As of August 31st, 2018 we have a total of: 

116 memberships, for a total of 206 members.   

Please note: due to terminal illness my position as Membership Chair is now    
vacant.   Please consider putting in your name for  this position at the October 
AGM.    For the same reason we are also looking for a new BEANO editor for 
election at the October AGM. Paul Tilroe will look after the BEANO until Dec.2018 

 

 

Urgent 
Reminder   

 
to send in 

your  
updated 

pictures of  
yourselves 
and your  

classic British Cars ….. to  
Steve Roebuck to update 
the “Members Only” area 

on our CIB website 
steve@rbck.ca 
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A group picture 
of the tour  

participants 
 
 
 

Canada Day  
Parade in  

Nakusp BC 
 

For more  
pictures 

go to our CIB 
Website, Gallery 

 
www.oecc.ca/cib/
photo_gallery.htm 

BRBC 2018 (Brits ‘round BC) 
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Brits on the Beach - 2018 

 

For all pictures see: 
oecc.ca/cib   and go to the 

Photo Gallery tab 

This annual event ‘s donations  
sponsor the  Ladysmith Food Bank 
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So cute! 

For all pictures see: 
oecc.ca/cib  

and go to the 
Photo Gallery tab 

Brits On The Beach - an Annual Event 
2nd Sunday every July 

Transfer Beach, Ladysmith, British Columbia, Canada 

Wine Baskets 
Prize Draws 
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Brits On The Beach – the 18th year. 
 
You are probably asking how I can write about an event when I wasn’t there. But I’ll do 
it by focusing on what I do know about this year’s Brits On The Beach (BOTB) – the 
planning, preparation and follow up.  
 
As I worked my way through the activities that had to be completed between January 
and July, I realized just how much Adrian Rice and Steve Wareing had nurtured the 
event and built it up over the years. Now, after 18 years, BOTB has become a fairly 
complex event to organize. 
 
So, at a meeting of the branch Executive in January of this year it was decided to     
expand the role of Vice Chair to include organizing and coordinating BOTB. This will 
make sure that the knowledge and experience we’ve gained over the years and the 
process that’s been developed for organizing the event are passed smoothly along 
from one coordinator to another. As a result no one will be ‘dropped in at the deep end’ 
or asked to be coordinator for so long that they ‘burn out’. 
 
I took on the role after having played a minor role in only one previous BOTB. It was, 
however, really easy to slip into the job because Steve Roebuck and Al Ramsay    
handed me the great project plan they had put together.  
 
I quickly realized that the event couldn’t be successful without the help of the members 
who volunteer their time. I know many of you have stepped up over the years to fill 
roles both in the weeks and months leading up to BOTB and on the day of the event. 
 
This year the volunteer coordinators - who worked away in the background – were  
Candy Francis, Louise Kelsey, Val Ramsay, Elaine Roebuck, Marilyn Tarry, Judy Unia, 
Mike Brocklebank, Brian Collings, Graeme Cook, Malcolm Hargrave, Al Ramsay, Bob 
Thompson, Wayne Peddie and Doug Unia. They made my life easy. 
 
I also want to thank all of the people who stepped up and volunteered to help out on 
the day. We couldn’t have done it without you. 
 
There are many people outside the branch – e.g. our vendors - who also make the 
event a success. I worked directly with the Town of Ladysmith, their Parks, Recreation 
and Culture department and the Ladysmith Credit Union. All 3 were very helpful and 
easy to work with. 
 
The event is now behind us for another year and the photos are on our web site! We’ve 
had great feedback from everyone involved and so I feel I can say that the day went 
well.                                                                                                                   

Brits on the Beach - 2018 - Jim Stewart 
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We raised $1,439.40 for Ladysmith Food Bank – beating last year’s total. We’ve now 
collected over $1,250 for 2 years in a row. So there is no reason to be satisfied with 
anything less in future years. Had you seen the look on the face of the Food Bank 
manager when she saw the amount we donated, you would be left in no doubt that it’s 
a worthwhile cause. They will turn our donation into almost $4,500 worth of food for 
their clients. 
 
The 50/50 draw made us $337.00 and sale of the wine baskets made $440.00.  
 
Al and his Parking crew want to thank everyone for their cooperation in dealing with the 
changes required by the new fence. 
 
In this year’s Kids’ Passport program 7 year old Kayden Griffiths won the group for 3 to 
10 year olds. Seamus Miler, who is 12, won the 11-16 age group. We had about 25 
entries, slightly fewer than in 2017, so we’ll promote the program more in future years 
since everyone seems to enjoy it so much.  
 
As of writing, Janet Hargrave hadn’t received all of the expenses for the event and a 
final accounting hasn’t been completed yet. We are, however, looking at a slight profit, 
probably less than $100.00. 
 
As you know we sent an invitation to 141 of our members asking them to participate in 
an on-line survey about the event.  
• 96% of those responding rated the event as either very good or excellent.  
• 97% said they were either very likely or extremely likely to attend BOTB in the    

future.  
• All of the responses to the question “Did the changes to the grounds and parking 

cause any concerns?” were positive.  
Some people gave us useful feedback e.g.:  
 We need to get garbage cans next year.  
 Some of the attendees with limited mobility had challenges accessing the event 

and with toilet facilities.  
 
We’ve also had feedback from the volunteer coordinators and are studying that so we 
can improve again next year.  
 
We will work on all of the input we’ve received to make the event 
even better next year. And in 2 years time, in 2020, we’ll host the 
20th Brits On The Beach. That’s quite an anniversary!  
 
I’m looking forward to celebrating it. I hope you are too. 
BOTB Coordinator, & Vice Chairman, Jim Stewart 
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Brits on the Beach - 2018 
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Nanaimo B’tub Races - Street Fair Show’n Shine - July 21 

 

Downtown Nanaimo, BC 
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Photo Credits: 

Adèle Hedges 
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British Car Display for Kiwanis Residents 

 

 

This is one 
of the 

lovely care 
attendants  

 
She’s a bit 
“cloudy” 

today  
 

and even 
has 

matching 
shoes!  

 
Fabulous! 
Fabulous! 
Fabulous! 

 

July 25, 2018 

Barbeque & entertainment 

Photo Credits:  
Paul Tilroe 
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Tech Article: Trunk Space in an MGB 

For those who have traveled extensively in your MG’s, 
we have learned several things. First, we have learned 
that the MGB is usually a very reliable car. It is also 
quite comfortable for extended driving especially if they 
are equipped with a wind defector and overdrive. The 
one limitation is the availably of storage in the car. This 
article is meant to address that issue. Many club  
members who travel long distances carry an extensive 
tool selection as well as spare parts that can be in-
stalled on the side of the road. They also carry engine/
transmission oil as Castrol 20- 50 is not always  
available in convenient stores/gas stations. You should 
also carry a workshop manual and a Moss catalogue in 
case you need to order parts to be delivered overnight 
to a motel. Lastly, several members have installed a 
second fuel pump that can be switched on in case of a 
pump failure.  
I mentioned that one of the limitations of the MGB is 

limited trunk space, so get a little creative by storing oil 

on a shelf in front of the radiator. (prior to ’76) The largest space hog in the trunk is the 

spare tire. I read in a publication somewhere about turning the spare tire over. There is 

a large pocket on the back of the wheel that can be utilized to store tools, parts or 

whatever. If you are going to utilize this option, the first thing you need to do is to    

remove the spare tire. I would recommend that you check the pressure and condition 

of that tire before going forward. If the tire needs replacement, now is the time to do it. 

I think the spare tire is probably the most neglected replacement part of the entire car. 

After checking out the tire, place the tire and wheel upside down over the attachment 

fixture on the trunk floor. You will need to make a small metal or wood plate and drill a 

3/8” hole in it. Get a 3/8-24 bolt about 1 ¼ long and fasten the tire and wheel to the 

trunk floor. Looking at the spare, you now have a large cavity to fill with tools, parts or 

whatever. Get a couple of “Bucket Buddy” bags for Jumper cables and they fit exactly 

in the cavity in the rear of the wheels. You can store all of your tools, manuals, cata-

logs etc. in that newly found space. If you are going to travel in your MGB, they are 

usually very    

dependable cars, 

but after all, the 

newest ones are 

38 years old with 

38-year old parts. 
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Drive to Gold River, on the way stop at Strathcona Provincial Park for a picnic 
lunch.  Some are travelling 1 day earlier to sail on the Uchuck III.  Stay overnight 

in Gold River and on Sunday return and 
stop for lunch at the Salmon Point    
Restaurant near Campbell River, then       
onwards to home. Kudos to  Adèle 
Hedges for arranging this trip. 

Gold River Run - July 27-29 
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 Photo credits: Adèle Hedges and Pam Peddie 
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Gold River, BC  
on the docks 
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Gold River Run July 27 – 29, 2018 
I think I can safely say that everyone had a good time, whether they just joined the run 
partway on either Friday or Saturday, travelled up on Friday and went for a cruise on 
the Uchuck 111 on Saturday or drove up on Saturday, stayed overnight in Gold River 
and returned home on Sunday.  
 
Many people stopped for lunch on Sunday at Salmon Point Restaurant before returning 
home. I am going to write about the Saturday group and Wayne will let you know about 
the Friday group. 
 
We met at 3 poles in the morning for a 9:30 departure.  I was surprised when quite a 
few cars “not on my list” showed up as group of members decided on Friday to join the 
run up to Strathcona Provincial Park.  It was great to have them along.  We all stopped 
just north of Buckley Bay and then carried on up to Courtney where Michael De Wilde 
was waiting to join us and then another quick stop at Oyster Bay before carrying on.   It 
was a lovely morning for a ride with beautiful scenery along the way to Strathcona   
Provincial Park where we found a shady spot to eat our picnic lunch.  We discovered 
that we were missing Rob and Michelle Gibbs in their Spitfire.  Someone in a motor- 
home arrived and passed on a message, that they had stopped for mechanical        
reasons, but were OK.  Later heard that they were making their way home slowly.  The 
last-minute group then left us to return home and maybe check on Rob & Michelle. 

Saturday evening, we all met for dinner at the 
Ridgehouse Restaurant and Pub where we 
heard about the great day everyone had on 
the Uchuck 111 and Friendly Cove.   
Thanks to Pam Peddie for taking such great 
pictures. 
We brought up a cake which made the jour-
ney remarkably well and it was enjoyed by all. 
Some of us met after in the parking lot of the 
motel for a natter before heading to bed.  
 
 
 
 

Here is the link to photos on the gallery:  
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Gold%20River%
20Run%202018.htm 
 

Article submitted by:  Adèle Hedges  

(editor’s note: Adèle also took great pictures) 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Gold%20River%20Run%202018.htm
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/Gold%20River%20Run%202018.htm
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ADELE’S GOLD RIVER RUN JULY 27-29, 2018 
Friday 
We were all looking forward to a beautiful drive and a fascinating boat trip. Nine cars 
left Northfield Road at 10:00 on Friday. Participants from Sydney, Gabriola and    
Nanaimo. Seven destined for Gold River and two for a nice drive.  Dave Harris led the 
pack at differing speeds for the journey. Then we picked up Norm at the poles. Next 
stop was the A&W in Courtney. Some weak bladders. Dave Nishioka bypassed us to 
get some great Chinese food at the Driftwood. We then stopped in the rest area there 
for lunch. He was already chowing down.  
Next was fueling in Campbell River. Big challenge with the traffic. (ferry in etc.) The 
most popular station was Chevron at the junction of Hwy. 19 and 28.  Poor Dave N left 
the station at the wrong exit and was going the wrong way against two lanes coming 
from Pt. Hardy. OK he made the escape safely. Now Dave increased the pace. Terry 
was right on his tail and Dave wanted to see if the old guy remembered any of his skills 
from racing days on the mainland. So, we flew. Stopped at Strathcona for a group pic-
ture with the Elk. Greame and Susan met us later for dinner at the Pub in Gold River. 
Saturday 
Thirteen of us met at the harbour for the Uchuck III trip to Friendly Cove. Very warm for 
the 10:00 sailing but as soon as we got on the water we put on our jackets. I think by 
looking at all of us standing out of the wind by the hot smokestack we could have had 
warmer jackets.  The boat is amazing, a restored World War 2 mine sweeper. The gal-
ley offerings were amazing. Blueberry and chocolate muffins to start then for lunch, 
wonderful mushroom soup, chili and freshly made sandwiches.  Later in the morning 
we were greeted by a grey whale in the sound. Fish farms were evident in the fiord.  
The arrival at Friendly Cove started a flurry of activity. Passengers departed to explore 
the island. But to many of us the unloading of the boat was intriguing.  You would not 
believe what the ship carried and how it was unloaded. The antique winches and 
cranes were worked like artistry by the mate.  As they explored, Pam, Linda, Greame 
and Susan found a special site as a young Grey Whale played at the shore within a few 
feet of them. The Church on the island is the home of fantastic carvings and stained-
glass windows. Also, Kim and I conversed with a carver who was working on an unbe-
lievable work in alder.  
On the trip home the boat slowed to explain the arrival of Captain Vancouver in 1778. 
Then we hunkered down for the trip back to Gold River. 
It wasn’t long before we met the other group in the pub for wonderful libations. Oh, and 
I apologize for having the Football game turned off. I couldn’t watch my Riders loose. 
 

Article submitted by 
 
 
 
                           
Wayne Peddie 
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Car models to consider if you want to buy British 

More than 70 different models are built in the UK by more than 30 manufacturers.  

British owned 

Morgan Motor Company Ltd (Aero 8, Plus 8, Roadster, Plus 4, 4/4, 3 wheeler) 
Caterham Cars Ltd  (Seven) 

Mclaren Automotive  (570S, 540C, 570GT, 650S, 675LT and P1) 

Made in Britain 

MINI – MINI, MINI Clubman and MINI Countryman, in Cowley, Oxford 
Honda – Civic and CR-V in Swindon 

Toyota – Auris, Auris hybrid and Avensis in Burnaston, Derbyshire 

Nissan – Juke, Qashqai, Note and Leaf and Infiniti Q30 in Sunderland, Tyne and Wear 

Lotus – Elise, Evora and Exige in Norfolk 

Aston Martin – DB9, Vantage, Rapide, Vanquish, and DB11 in Gaydon, Warwickshire 

Bentley Motors – Continental, Flying Spur and Mulsanne in Crewe, Cheshire 

Rolls Royce – Ghost and Wraith in Goodwood, West Sussex 

Jaguar – F-Pace and XE in Solihull, and F-type, XJ, XF and XE in Castle Bromwich, Bir-
mingham 

Land Rover – Discovery Sport and Range Rover Evoque in Halewood, Merseyside, and 
Range Rover, Range Rover Sport and Land Rover Defender in Solihull, West Midlands 

Vauxhall – Astra at Ellesmere Port and Vivaro van in Luton 

Other niche, small volume manufacturers include Westfield, Bristol, Ariel and Noble.  

Ford stopped building cars in the UK in 2002 and vans (Transits) in July 2013 but con-
tinues to manufacture engines in Bridgend and Dagenham and transmissions in  
Halewood. (Dec. 2017 stats) 
                                                                        (See also follow up article on P. 27 & 28) 

http://www.morgan-motor.co.uk/
http://www.caterham.co.uk/
http://cars.mclaren.com/
http://www.mini.co.uk/
http://www.honda.co.uk/
http://www.toyota.co.uk/
http://www.nissan.co.uk/
http://www.lotuscars.com/
http://www.astonmartin.com/
http://www.bentleymotors.com/
http://www.rolls-royce.com/
http://www.jaguar.co.uk/
http://www.landrover.co.uk/
http://www.vauxhall.co.uk/
https://westfield-sportscars.co.uk/
http://www.bristolcars.co.uk/
http://www.arielmotor.co.uk/
http://www.noblecars.com/
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday,  July 19th, 2018 

Branch Chair  – Al Ramsay 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00. 
There were two new members present who joined at Brits on the Beach –  Cindy    
Shillington who owns a 1991 Jaguar XJ40 and husband Jim Goodwin who has a 1996 
Jaguar XJS currently in restoration. There were no guests present. 
   
The Minutes of the June 21st, 2018 general meeting were approved by Peter Sparke 
and the motion was seconded by Fred Grey.  There was one correction noted regard-
ing the Ladysmith Show n’ Shine – was recorded as July 18th and should have been 
August 18th.  The correction was accepted and the motion was carried. 
Treasurer Report - Janet Hargrave (Regrets)  
For the period – January 1st 2018 to June 30th 2018:  Total Revenue: $XXXX ; Total 
Expenses: $XXXX ; Net Profit: $XXXX ;  Bank Balance: $XXXX 
Doug Unia made a motion to accept the report as presented was seconded by  
Al Thompson. The motion was carried. 
Membership Report – Bob Thompson    
Bob noted that we currently have 115  memberships with a total of 204 members.  
Bob signed up four new memberships at Brits on the Beach. 
Branch Events – Howard Lockhart (Regrets) 
A report for the Brits on the Beach was presented by BOTB Chair Jim Stewart 
A survey was sent out to the members and the results were as follows: 
48 responses received.  96% rated the event as very successful and excellent. 
There were no concerns with the new parking format, however there are some  
mobility challenges with parking and toilet facilities which will be worked out prior to 
next year.  Overall the event was successful. $1,439.40 was collected for the  
Ladysmith Food Bank. Appreciation was extended to Louise and Dave Kelsey. The 
50/50 draw brought in $370.00. Excellent job to Candy Francis.  
Wine Baskets brought in $440.00. Good work Judy Unia. 
There are more expenses to be submitted for this event and a final total will be forth-
coming.  Our 25’ banner was destroyed by strong winds the week before and was    
discarded by the Township of Ladysmith.  There will be a follow-up on this issue in the 
near future. Jim Stewart expressed his appreciation to the Volunteer Coordinators and 
the many volunteers. Dave Harris was impressed how Louise and David Kelsey       
approached each car coming in for a donation to the Ladysmith Food Bank, however 
this caused a line-up.  Jim Stewart noted that if people state that they will come back 
for a donation, they usually don’t. Al Thompson suggested we have a sign up stating 
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there is no fee to enter the event but we support the Ladysmith Food Bank and their 
support is appreciated. The car count was 215. 
BRBC Final Report: Al Ramsay 
Brits Round BC commenced with the AGM in Victoria. The following day BRBC partici-
pants then drove up the coast to Sooke and on to Port Renfrew and Lake Cowichan. 
There were approximately 25 cars that participated for this event. We visited the Sitka 
Spruce and then via Nanaimo on to Parksville. Upon arriving in Parksville we stopped 
at the Quality Resort for dinner which was great. There were 56 people that attended 
this dinner. The following morning we met at the Qualicum Memorial Golf Club for a 
brunch with 54 people attending. Everyone paid in advance. Two garden tours followed 
the brunch. One was at the home of David and Louise Kelsey and the second tour took 
place at the home of Bill and Rossie Whitehead.  Then the group had a late lunch at 
Fanny Bay Inn, on the way to Courtenay where the group stayed overnight.  The      
following morning the group carried on to the Landing at Sechelt for dinner and then on 
to Gibsons for the night. 
Beano Report – Bob Thompson 
The next issue will be August 31, 2018.  If you would like to submit an article for the 
BEANO, please  submit them to Bob Thompson directly at chimo55@telus.net.  
Website Report – Paul Tilroe 
Paul stated that he used Survey Monkey for a survey of  Brits on the Beach. We used 
this program for BOTB and the feedback was helpful.  There are pictures on our web-
site from all recent events. Paul requested a BEANO article from Dave Harris related to 
BRBC and some interesting events that took place.  Paul also asked Jim Steward to 
submit a BEANO article for Brits on the Beach. 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry 
Marilyn announced that sales at Brits on the Beach was approximately $400.00.  She 
also sold a lot of older regalia. She has badges for the new members.  She announced 
that members can order new regalia at our general monthly meetings. 
New Business - Al Ramsay 
AGM Victoria BC – Al gave a brief report on the AGM held on June 23rd 2018. Al stated 
that there will be positive feedback given to the South Island Branch, AGM hosts.  
AGM – OECC Club Executive Re-elected: President  - Stephen Way; Vice President – 
Brian Chandler (Post AGM); Secretary – Bob Thompson; Treasurer – Raymond Hall 
AGM  - OECC Club Re-Appointments: Club Membership Registrar – Patricia Sparks; 
Club Regalia – Marilyn Tarry; Club Webmaster – Gerry Parkinson 
Merv’s Car of the Month – Merv Steg: The mystery car of the month was a Turner 
(1951 – 1966). It was identified by Doug Unia. 
50/50 Draw – Jim Stewart Michael Davies won the 50/50 and received $39.00 as he 
was wearing his Name tag he received an additional $5.00 
Adjournment of the Business Meeting: The business portion of the meeting was   
adjourned by Steve Roebuck’s motion at 8:25 p.m. and seconded by Marilyn Tarry.      
Motion was carried.  
The presentation portion of the evening was postponed until the August meeting 
presentation as we did not have access to the Wi-Fi.  
Janet Pidwysocki,  Branch Secretary 

mailto:chimo55@telus.net
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday, August 16, 2018 

     
Chairperson –Al Ramsay 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm. 
There were no new members, 
There were no guests. There were 35 members in attendance. 
Peter Sparke motioned to approve the July 19, 2018 meeting minutes. The  
motion  was seconded by Ken Pidwysocki, Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer Report - Janet Hargrave 
 Total Revenue as of July 31st, 2018: $xxxx. Total Expenses as of July 31st, 2018: 
$xxxx.   Net Profit as of July 31st. 2018: $xxxx.  Bank Balance: $xxxx. 
 Motion to accept made by Doug Unia and seconded by Al Thompson.  
Motion carried. 
 Discussion regarding the use of this money followed. Several suggestions were 
 made including the Christmas Banquet and the member fee being reduced, This  
 will be discussed by the Executive. 
 BOTB had a profit of $151.55. $1,439.40 was given to the Ladysmith Food Bank. 
 
 Membership Report – Bob Thompson 
 Bob noted that there are 116 memberships with 206 members.  
Branch Events – Howard Lockhart (regrets) 
 Ladysmith Show and Shine: Saturday August 18, 2018 
 Picnic In The Park Run: Sunday August 19 to Bamberton Provicial Park 
 We can also make a run afterward to Coventry Wood Working in Cobble Hill. 
They make beautiful, good quality Custom furniture. Please advise Malcolm  
Hargrave. 
Wednesday Picnics: Ongoing into September at Qualicum Beach at the 3 poles 6 
– 8pm. Light House Fair: September 1st, 2018. Sign-up sheet sent round. Al 
Thompson will be the leader (wagon-master). 
 ECAIP English Car Affair in the Park: September 8th, 2018 at Government House 
 Enrico Winery: September 16th, 2018 Pacific Edge Choir performing.             
Lunch provided or can bring your own. Signup sheet went out. 
 Motor Gathering at the Duncan Race Track: August 26, 2018 
Salem All Triumph Drive in Oregon: August 10-12: A small group of our members 
attended to celebrate TR250 50th Anniversary. Two of our members won 1st & 2nd 
prizes with their vehicles in their class. 
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Beano Report – Bob Thompson 
Next edition will be August 31st, 2018. There are close to 40 pages.  If you have 
any articles they can be submitted to (position vacant)  use: oecccib@gmail.com 
   
Website Report – Paul Tilroe 
There is nothing to report. The latest on the web is the Triumph Meet in Oregon. 
 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry 
Badges that have been ordered can be picked up here at the meeting. The mini-
mum order has gone in for all the branches so we will have some of the new 
items shortly. 
   
New Business - Al Ramsay  
David Netterville (BRBC host in Comox) with a 74 TR6 spoke for some Comox                                            
members to determine if there was interest in holding a show in the Comox     
area. There was an informal meeting held there to establish an organizing com-
mittee to see if the Comox branch can be reactivated.  They will follow up with 
details. 
 
Posters from BOTB leftover here for members to take if they wish. 
 
The Fairwinds Gulf Course has been contacted regarding our Christmas Party 
which is December 1st, 2018. The Christmas Banquet tickets will be available at 
the October meeting. 
 
There was a brief discussion related to collector cars without provision for front 
license plate. Though ICBC stated they are not needed the executive will further 
investigate.  
 
Merv’s Car of the Month – Merv Steg 
The car was a Triumph Mayflower (1949 -1953). It was identified by Brian Collins.  
 
50/50 Draw – Jim Stewart 
Tom Milne won the draw. He was wearing his badge and won $52.00. 
 
Adjournment of the Business Meeting: The business portion of the meeting was  
adjourned by 7:47 p.m. Motion was made by Paul Mansell and seconded by Steve  
Roebuck. Motion was carried. 
 
Presentation – Brian Collins:    Upholstery Trim for an MGB. 

 
 

Janet Pidwysocki 
Branch Secretary 
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What on earth happened to the British car industry? It is one of those astonishing, eye-
popping facts that you have to pinch yourself every now and then to convince you that it 
is true, but it   really is the case that in 2011 it was no longer possible to buy a family car 
made in Britain by a   British-owned manufacturer. In fact, aside from a few sporting odd-
ities and bespoke one-offs, it isn’t  possible to buy ANY kind of car made in the UK by a 
UK firm. In 1950 the UK was the world’s  LARGEST exporter of motor vehicles. Now 
wholly UK-owned firms, export just a handful of exotics. This is quite extraordinary and 
needs more explaining than the received wisdom usually on offer. Just what happened 
to an industry that used to comprise more than two dozen marques and which used to 
sell its wares all over the world? 
There are, in fact, several received wisdoms: The right tends to blame the unions, the 
left inept management. Everyone agrees British cars were rubbish compared to those 
made by the  Germans, the Italians and, especially, the Japanese. British cars may have 
been all right in the 1950, the thinking goes, but those dear old Wolseleys and MGs 
stood no chance against the  Vorsprung durch Tecknikness of Volkswagen and Mighty 
Toyota. There is a grain of truth in all of this, but only a grain and some of these asser-
tions are plain wrong. For a start it is a myth that British cars were rubbish. We all       
remember the Allegros and Morris Marinas (miserable machines) but what about the 
original Mini? The E-Type Jaguar? The Morris Minor? World-beaters, far superior to any-
thing on offer from Germany, Italy or Japan. It is a myth that British cars were all badly 
made. Part of this can be accounted for by the British tendency to do ourselves down 
compared to foreigners. If you see a Lotus broken down by the roadside, people tend to 
snigger, make cruel remarks about British build quality and remind everyone that ‘Lotus’ 
actually stands for ‘Lots Of Trouble Usually Serious’. But broken Ferraris are forgiven as 
temperamental Latin thoroughbreds.   
In the 1970s Fiats rusted as badly as Austins, and French cars even worse. You still see 
the odd Allegro trundling around but what happened to all those Renault 16s and       
Citroen Visas? Iron oxide, each and every one of them. It is a myth too that Britain could 
not make a car business work. Sadly, the most impressive example of a British motoring 
success story came not with a British firm but with a German one. By the end of 1945 
Maj. Hirst’s Volkswagen plant was churning out Kubelwagens (a military version of the 
Beetle) for the British Army and several   thousand civilian cars for general sale. He   
galvanised the demoralised workforce and had the bomb-damaged factory repaired. By 
1946 Volkswagen was well on the way to becoming the world success story it remains 
to this day – and it was in entirely British hands. So, what  happened? The plant was 
offered for sale to Ford, which rejected it apparently claiming Wolfsburg was too near 
Communist East Germany. Yes, the unions didn’t help. In the 1970s build quality was so 
bad on some BL products that their hapless first owners (and the poor dealers) often 
had to effectively rebuild them from the ground up. The Allegro was actually a pretty 
good car underneath, ruined by cost-cutting management, poor workmanship and a de-
sire not to rock the boat with anything ground-breaking.  Another mistake was to locate 
car factories in places with no engineering tradition – such as the decision to make Hill-
man Imps at a new plant in Scotland. The idea was to boost employment in deprived 
areas, but the result was cars put together by inexperienced workers who really did not 
know what they were doing.                                                                                       

Why There is no British Car Industry 
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Continued: Why There is no British Car Industry 

We can also blame Britain’s obsession with putting their national assets up for sale. The 
main   reason France and Italy still have major indigenous car industries is that the 
French and Italian governments would never in a million years countenance the sale of 
priceless companies such as Renault and Fiat to foreigners. 
 
In the darkest days, these firms were protected by the state and allowed to flourish when 
times were better. We sold Austin Rover to the Germans, who in turn sold it to a bunch 
of venture capitalists who managed to turn a once-thriving British firm into a Chinese 
one, wrecking thousands of lives in the process and walking away with £40million, as 
the sacked Longbridge workers were given just £2,800. 
 
It’s a sorry tale. Of course, people will insist we still DO have a car industry; after all, we 
make more than a million vehicles a year on British shores. But these are not truly     
British cars.  
The profits from ‘our’ car industry flow mostly back to shareholders in Germany, Japan 
and   America. People who drive a Ford Mondeo seemingly are unaware that their 
‘British’ car was made in Belgium or Germany by an American company. 
 

If you really want to buy British you must drive a McLaren or a Morgan, for 
heaven’s sake! 
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OECC CIB Executive 2018         

 
Chairperson:  Al Ramsay                phone: 250-585-6368         Email: valandalramsay@gmail.com 
 
Past Chairperson: Stephen Roebuck  Phone: 250-756-4490         Email: steve@rbck.ca 
 
Vice Chairperson: Jim Stewart  Phone: 250-240-8610         Email: jstewart308@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:  Brian Collings Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: vichums2@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  Janet Hargrave Phone: 250-741-0584         Email: jnthgrv@gmail.com 
  
Secretary:    Janet Pidwysocki Phone: 250-929-3698         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Events 
Coordinator:  Howard Lockhart Phone: 250-802-3340        Email: tr7@live.ca 
 
Beano 
Newsletter:  position vacant Phone: 000-000-0000       Email: position vacant 
 
Webmaster:    Paul Tilroe  Phone: 250-716-8920       Email: oecccib@gmail.com 
     
Regalia:    Marilyn Tarry  Phone: 250-591-3124       Email: oeccregalia@gmail.com 
 
Memberships:         position vacant Phone: 000-000-0000       Email: position vacant 
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Upcoming Monthly meetings…  Sept. 20, Oct. 18,  Every THIRD Thursday of the month, 
7:00 P.M. at the Lantzville Legion.  New members welcome! (No meeting in December) 
 
Sept.  1st -  Lighthouse Fall Fair 
Sept.  8th -  ECAIP 
Sept.16th-   Wine Women & Wheels  

Oct. 18 th-   Central Island Branch AGM - election of new Board Members 
Dec. 01st-    Annual Banquet at the Fairwinds Golf Course in Nanoose Bay 

See Our Central Island Website for more details of the above events.    oecc.ca/cib 

Upcoming Events 

We have made an area available for members to post articles, feedback, or constructive  
criticism.  What’s on your mind for club related issues?  Send your articles to the BEANO  
editor via email at: oecccib@gmail.com 
Thanks to those who have submitted articles for this issue, much appreciated.   
See the next page for a restoration article submitted by member, Fred Grey. 
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Here is an article submitted by Fred Grey on his current restoration project  

I acquired the '70 Mini Countryman from 
Paul Mansell, who was anxious to sell 
as he was in process of downsizing to a 
condominium. It was in need of a lot of 
welding repairs to correct some previ-
ous restoration work. It may have come 
from the Saanich area and was com-
plete except the seats.  

I transported the body, complete with 
the rotisserie that  Paul had built. 

 

 

Assessment and welding and rust 
removal began in Oct. 2017.   
 

 

 

 

I can update in the future, as I just 
about have completed the welding 
stage and now am now onto the 
preparation for body work and    
painting  

Fred 

(Thank You , Fred, for sharing this article) 
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All Triumph Drive In - Salem Oregon - Aug. 10-12 

Congratulations to Ken & Adèle 
Hedges, winning the Presidents 
choice, best TR250 in a field of 13, 
at the ATDI celebrating the TR250 
50th birthday.    
Also, congratulations to our 
Branch members Richard & Joan 
Rue, 2nd in class with their TR6.  
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All Triumph Drive-In 
August 10-12, 2018  

Riverfront Park and Carousel, Salem, Oregon 

ATDI alternates each year between British Columbia, Oregon and Washington 

 

 

Six members of OECC Central Island Branch enjoyed a very well organized 
event in a lovely setting.  This year they were celebrating 50 years of the 
TR250, so of course Ken and I had to go!  Graeme and Sue Cook were cele-
brating their 40

th
 wedding anniversary on August 12, so incorporated this with 

their travels.   Richard and Joan decided to follow us from Tumwater Friday 
morning to Salem.  Oregon is a beautiful state and we travelled through great 
countryside, almost thought we were back in the UK, although on the wrong 
side of the road.  We passed hop fields, vineyards, sun flower fields, tree farms 
and much more.  Friday night they had a BBQ by the carousel which was made 
available exclusively for registrants to enjoy.  Saturday morning all the cars 
were on the field for the car show.  So many beautiful Triumphs were on dis-
play.  After lunch on the Veranda of the Carousel, some cars took off for orga-
nized car runs.  CIB members had had enough of driving, so took the  
opportunity to have a quiet afternoon in the Grand Hotel, Salem. That evening 
Class awards and cocktails were in the Reception area outside the Banquet 
Room.  Richard Rue received 2

nd
 place for his 1976 TR6 and Ken Hedges also 

received 2
nd

 place for his 1968 TR250.  Next was the ATDI Banquet and  
Ceremonies in the Convention Center Banquet Room.  After dinner three  
special Presidents Choice awards were given, the last being The Best TR250 in 
the show.  Ken was so surprised when they called out his name. 
Next year the ATDI will be in Penticton, BC, September 20 – 22, 2019 at the 
Penticton Lakeside Resort and Conference Centre.  We have already 
booked our room!  Hope to see many more CIB members there next year. 
Submitted by Adèle Hedges 
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Ladysmith Show & Shine - Aug. 18 

Tour de Rocks 
Cops For Cancer 
Cycled through 

Ladysmith 

Al parked at the 
Car charging spot 

I can’t figure 
this charging 
Thing out!! 

Tour de Rock 
Police escort bikes 

TR6’s - Al  & Val Ramsay and Joan & Richard Rue 

1956 Jag  
XK 140 MC 
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We had 45 members sign up, with a total of 24 cars driving down to Bamberton Provincial Park 
for the picnic.  Everyone made it to the finish line after they had spent lots of time looking for 
some challenging clues and navigating down several country back roads.  It was a warm day, 
and the smoke haze made it a pleasant and enjoyable escape from the heat of the blistering 
sun of late. Winners of the scavenger hunt run were Steve and Elaine Roebuck, and they won a 

nice wicker picnic basket 
with many goodies inside 
donated by Janet and    
Malcolm   Hargrave.      
Runners up were Graeme 
and Sue Cook, Al and Val 
Ramsay, and Doug and 

Judy Unia. 

OECC “Picnic in the Park” Run – Sunday, August 19, 

Photo Credits: Malcolm Hargrave 
Adèle Hedges 

Thanks to Janet &  
Malcom Hargrave 

For organizing the run 

Article by Malcolm 
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This issue of the BEANO is dedicated to 

Robert (Bob) Thompson 
OECC Branch Secretary Oct 2013 - Oct 2014 

OECC Branch Membership Chair Oct 2015 - Aug 2018 

Main Club Secretary July 2017 - Aug 2018 

Our BEANO Editor January - Aug 2018 

Branch Member(s) of the Year Award - 2016 

Club Link Award - 2017        Club Oxo Cup Award - 2018 
I wanted to express our sincere thanks to Bob Thompson for all his dedication to the club 
and the executive positions to which he has efficiently given his time over the last few years. His 
dedication will be sorely missed and hard to replace. Thank you Bob you are a true inspiration 
to us all.     (Brian Collings, Presentation Coordinator) 
 
For doing OECC work, Bob has been the best friend I have, because we  have been able to   
regularly talk on the phone and discuss what we are working on.  I sure have appreciated    
having Bob as the OECC Secretary, both because he made the information I need as  Web-
master easily accessible, he is a great person to discuss things with, and he always takes a 
personal interest in what going on with me as well.   (Gerry Parkinson, main Club Webmaster) 
 
Please give him my best wishes and a big thank you for all the dedicated work he has done for 
the club. (Stephen Way, Club President) 
 
I would just say thanks very much for all the work you've done in organizing the club papers. 
You were definitely the right guy for the job. It will be tough to find another guy who is dedicated 
to the club as you are.  (Trevor Parker) 
 
From the get go, Bob always took an active part in the Branch activities. He volunteered for  
numerous roles at events and was always there to talk to and welcome members. He took on 
the roles of Branch Secretary and Branch Membership Chair.  He has been very active in our 
annual event Brits on the Beach, hosting the membership table and running various activities 
such as the  Children Car Passport Program. At the Club AGM in 2017, he took over  as Club 
Secretary. In the course of those duties, he and another member extensively revised The Wheel 
document which was woefully out of date. He also updated the Club Bylaws. He is organized 
and keeps detailed records on all aspects of our Club and Branch. In 2018, he has assisted our 
Branch Secretary in her duties by formulating a template for taking meeting minutes and       
performed her duties when requested. He also stepped up to the plate when a new Editor was  
required for our Branch Newsletter, The BEANO. He has been my source and support in my 
first year as Branch Chairman.   Bob is one of our most active members and is always amongst 
the first to volunteer for any duty. His drive and volunteerism are an example to our members. 
 (Al Ramsay, Chairman, OECC/CIB) 
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Classified Page 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this 
publication as a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British 
cars, parts or services. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and 
consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.  

 
 

  

 


