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Chair Report  -  March - April 2019 

Amazingly it is nearly the end of April as I write this…Tax time and spring are 
nearly here.  

I have had the TR6 out for a couple of runs and thanks to Doug Unia for some minor 
tuning adjustment he did the other day it is running fine. I am not sure how this 
happens to our cars but I drove over to Doug for the work and as we finished, I 
noticed under the car, a fairly large pool of what appeared to be oil. I know it wasn’t 

there when I pulled in because Doug’s garage is very clean. After checking several possible places, we 
determined that the oil pressure sensor had somehow cracked and was leaking near the electrical 
connections. This was completely new to me. We unscrewed the sensor and Doug produced a plug for 
the hole which solved the leak until a new sensor can be ordered. I now have a plug from somewhere on 
a Jaguar screwed into my engine block. Maybe I am working towards an XK8…very slowly...like that 
Johnny Cash song “One Piece at a Time” 

The past two months have been very busy for the Branch Executive with many things being done behind 
the scene to make the Branch better and stronger. You will start to see many of them in the near future…
changes in the Beano articles, presentation changes, electronic surveys etc. If you see something that 
looks different or you don’t understand, please contact a member of the Executive and ask about it. We 
will have an answer or find one for you very soon.  

We had our first run of the year on March 24th to Geoff Moyse’s home for a look at his Jaguars. It was a 
great back road drive to Cowichan Bay and lunch, then onto Geoff’s. Fabulous cars in a great setting. 
Thanks to Geoff and David Kelsey for organizing the run. 

A special thanks to Jim Stewart for running the February and March meetings as I was away in Thailand. 
Great work. 

Please remember to get out and drive your cars. This is why we have them. 

Al Ramsay 

OECCCIB Chair 

 

Al Ramsay, Branch Chairman 
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Membership Report 

 
 
Elaine Roebuck,  Membership Chair, 2019 

As of April 30, 2019 we have a total of: 

102 memberships, for a total of 177  members.      

Contact our 2019 Membership Chairperson (Elaine) at: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

If you have not renewed your 2019 membership or would like to be a member, 
you can easily renew on line here: https://www.oecc.ca/cib/about_us.htm 

 

 

PICTURES OF YOU AND YOUR CARS 
Members Only Gallery is an excellent tool to see pictures of members and their cars. 
These are evolving galleries so Steve Roebuck needs members to send in pictures of 
yourselves and your cars. Pictures of Us may have to be updated if you have an old 
picture of yourselves in the Gallery, also you may have acquired or sold a car, again 
Steve needs to know about this if you have photos in the Gallery. You can access 

this on the following link: www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery and scroll down to 
Members Only. You will have received User Name and Password to access this.  

Email Steve at steve@rbck.ca to send him photos for publication. 

mailto:oecccibmembers@gmail.com
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/about_us.htm
mailto:https://www.oecc.ca/cib/about_us.htm
http://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery
mailto:steve@rbck.ca
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Two more new features are being added to this issue of the Beano.  I have 
decided that it would be nice to add a picture of a member’s car on the 
front page and this month’s picture was sent to me by Iain Colquhoun & 
Kathy Doyle.  If you would like to see a picture of your car on the front 
page of future issues, just send me a picture with year, make and model. 
 
Jan Collings has come up with a great idea for another new feature called 
“A Step Back in Time - Tales From a British Car Enthusiast”.   
 
Brian Collings has graciously submitted the first article.  So, if you have 
an interesting and humorous story to tell, please send it to me. 
 
I really appreciate members sending articles which they feel might be of 
interest to members, so keep the articles coming! 

Adèle Hedges  

OECC EVENTS 2019 

Details about upcoming events and car runs can be found here: 
www.oecc.ca/cib/branch_events  Check OECC 2019 Events for more details, or calendar. 
 
Malcom Hargrave, our Events Promoter for 2019 has suggestions of possible car runs. 
He can be reached at malcolmh460@gmail.com 
Not sure about how to go about organizing an event or run, Malcolm will assist anyone who is not 
too sure how to go about  this.  New runs and events are always welcome. 
May 5    Restoration Fair & Swap Meet—Saanichton 
May 15  Picnic supper at Qualicum Beach    Each Wednesday during summer months 
May 16  Branch Meeting at Lantzville Legion Hall beginning at 7:00pm 
May 18  Vancouver All British Car Show at Van Dusen Gardens 
May 19  Nanaimo Heritage Festival parade and Show ‘n Shine 
May 26  Car run organized by Steve & Elaine Roebuck to Shawnigan Lake 
June 8    Father’s Day Market Wellington Hall 10am to 3 pm—showcasing our cars 
June 16  Father’s Day picnics at either Beacon Hill Park, or Seaside Cruizers at Qualicum 
June 20  Branch Meeting at Lantzville Legion Hall beginning at 7:00pm 
June 22   Club AGM hosted by Thompson Valley Branch—more details to follow 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/branch_events.htm
mailto:malcolmh460@gmail.com
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My first British car, a 1960 Austin Mini 
At the age of 18, my motorcycle craze had 
passed, it was time for a more reliable form 
of transport.  What could I afford? Hmmm, 
90 quid was the best I could muster in 1969, 
so when an Austin Mini was traded in at the 
MG Dealership where I worked, I snapped it 
up. It was a light blue, 1960 850cc Austin 
Mini with a gearstick that stuck out of the 
front of the floor at 45 degrees and acted like 
a pudding stirring stick (where you had to 
take a guess at which gear had been 
selected).  After getting the car on a hoist to look underneath, I soon found that the rear 
sub-frame was rotted and would not pass an MOT. No problem I thought, I’ve done a 
few sub-frame changes so I’ll soon have this done. My first mistake! Three of the front 
sub-frame mounting bolts were rusted into the body and promptly sheared off when 
applying a little aggressive force to try to remove them. 
After many hours I had managed to repair the damaged bolts and installed a new sub-
frame, suspension cones and replaced the top and bottom swivel pins front and rear. I 
was in business and off I went roaring around town like the king of the road, except it 
was too slow. I needed to turn it into a Mini Cooper like performer. So, after a lot of 
consulting with friends who also had Minis, I decided to remove the cylinder head and 
had 0.060 (thou) shaved off the head mating surface and bought a pair of twin 1 1/4 “ 
SU carburettors and inlet manifold to fit them. I was now  ”Jack-the-Lad ” and woe-be-
tied any boy racer who tied to out run me from the lights. Wrong! I lost every time, I 
hadn’t gas flowed the cylinder head or changed to a sportier cam shaft, so the gain was 
only minimal. 
After I had got through the stage of hotting up the engine, my friend Melvin and I 
decided to go and visit his cousin in Glasgow, some 350 miles north. We headed out 
from Bedford on a sunny day with the Mini loaded up with all our camping gear and 
back packs and headed up the A1. We each drove 100 miles until we reached Scotch 
Corner in Yorkshire (200 miles) where we stopped for some well earned lunch. The car 
ran fine with no overheating problems that were prone to early Minis. We turned onto 
the A66 at Scotch Corner and headed across the Yorkshire Moors to Carlisle where we 
turned north on to the A74 to Glasgow. Driving through Scotland along the A74 was 
quite spectacular.  
Arriving at Glasgow, we pitched our tent in the back yard of Melvin’s cousin’s place 
and stayed for two nights. The following morning when we decided to head west to 

A Step Back in Time - Tales From a British Car Enthusiast 
By Brian Collings 
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Gourock, we went out to the car and found that all the cars parked on our side of the 
road were covered in graffiti having been sprayed with aerosol paint. When the 
perpetrator had reached my car, the paint 
must have run out, so we escaped that 
incident. When we reached Gourock, we 
boarded the ferry to cross the Firth of Clyde 
to Kilcreggan. At this point, we decided to 
drive the full length around Loch Lomond 
stopping overnight at a Youth Hostel at 
Rowardennan Lodge. The next day the good 
weather left us and we had a heavy 
thunderstorm that really made it too risky to 
complete the traverse of Loch Lomond, so 
we decided to head back to Gourock. From 
Gourock, we decided to travel down the West coast of 
southern Scotland on the A78 past Largs, where we 
tasted the “Best Ice Cream in Scotland” (so they 
advertised).  
We bypassed the seaside town of Ayr and continued 
south for around 20 miles, where the road turns inland 
from the coast, and we started to descend a steep hill. 
About a third of the way down, there is a well known 
place called the Electric Brae. You have to pull off the 
road into the large lay by and stop your car. When you 
release the brake, the car appears to roll backwards up 
the hill. I can’t explain the phenomenon. We tried this 
three times with each of us in turn getting out of the car 
to see what was happening.  Was it an optical illusion or 
magnetic forces at play, who knows?  I had completed my first adventure and with 
only one flat tire throughout the trip.  
 
 
Submitted by Brian Collings 

 
 
 
 

Youth Hostel Rowardennan 
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Geoff Moyse’s Jaguar Collection 

We had a nonstop run down to the Rock Cod Cafe in Cowichan Bay (detouring through 
Maple Bay), and the good folks there even managed to squeeze in 9 extra places for 39 
of us without complaint! 
  
Parking there is difficult close to the cafe, so be warned for the future. 
  
Geoff’s place was 5 minutes away, and he had brought out more than a dozen cars into 
the sunshine. 20 cars including son Chris’s red 1963 Mk 11 3.8. 
  
They have recently put in a fine twin tower hyd. hoist in a new section of “barn” which 
can raise the undercarriage above head height. 
  
Earliest car is a 1951 Mk V, for which Geoff has had donated to him no less than five 
3.5 litre pre XK engines, so no problem with spares. 
  
A 1953 White XK120 coupe, 2 E types, an XJS, 2 modern XK’s and an F type 
complete the sports models. 
  
Then there are the saloons, from 1955 to 2003; no less than 12! The 1955 MK V11 is a 
manual transmission. 
  
A Mark 9, Mk 1, Mk 11 3.8S, 420, 2 XJ6, V12 VDP, XJR100, and an XJ8.  Chris is 
building a powder coater to make things look better than new. 
  
Geoff and Chris have an encyclopedic knowledge of these cars. The Mk 1 was donated 
by a widow, who needed to know it was “going to a good home”.  
  
We had a very kind reception from Geoff, Donna and Chris. Kudos to John Atherstone 
for arranging the visit, and many thanks to the Moyse family for welcoming us. 
  
Submitted by David Kelsey  
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Geoff Moyse on the right 1953 XK 120 Coupe 

A picture is worth a thousand words.  Check out all the photos on our web site taken by 
Paul Tilroe and Jim Stewart.  Looks like it was a great run.  Thanks to Wagon Master David 
Kelsey for organizing it. 
 
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/cow%20bay%20run%20March%2024%202019.htm 
 
Next page, see what a visitor thought of the run.   

On the way home—looks like Paul Tilroe is a 
candidate for the Piston Broke Award 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/cow%20bay%20run%20March%2024%202019.htm
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Submitted by Al Ramsay 

This report was made by my friend Ted Moorby from Winnipeg on a 
recent car run. He gave me permission to use it in any form if we 
wanted in our newsletter. Thought it might be of interest as a different 
point off view article.  
 

Shortly after returning from our winter holiday in California I boarded 
another flight out to the left coast to visit my parents and sister and her 
husband on Pender Island B.C. 
This was the 3rd week in March, when it was very cold and there was still 
several feet of snow on the ground in Winnipeg. It was 15 above and sunny 
there. 
After spending a few days with my family I was off to Nanaimo to visit 
BCCM members Al and Val Ramsay for a couple of days. 
That Sunday Al gave me the choice of playing a round of golf or 
participating in one of their local British car events. I chose cars. 
For those that don’t know Al, he is our larger than life 2 time past president 
who deserted us for greener pastures a few years ago and who now leads 
their chapter of The Old  English Car Club British Columbia.  
The day started with about 20 cars meeting at a local Tim Hortons at 9:00 
am and about 10:00 am we were off as a group for a relaxing top down 45 
minute drive south to our planned lunch stop at Cowichan Bay. The ride 
was great, along those beautiful smooth windy B.C. roads with spectacular 
mountain and ocean views. 
Cowichan Bay is a touristy sort of place and at The Rock Cod Café I had 
the best fish tacos I have ever had. 
After lunch we were all off to a “Garage Tour” of Al’s fellow Old English 
Car Club member Geoff Moyse’s Jaguar collection. 
Geoff has a place in the country near Cowichan Bay that includes an 
approx. 4000 square foot storage facility attached to a beautiful work shop 
with a lift. 
His collection of 24 Jaguars includes a 120, a MK5, a MK9 a MK2, a 
couple of E-types and a new F-Type all the cars are in drivable condition. 
Eventually we set off for a relaxing drive back to Nanaimo in time for a 
cocktail and a fresh Crab dinner back at the Ramsay’s. 
To all my golf buddy’s, I made the right choice. 
Ted Moorby 
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Hello all, 
I was born in Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland and immigrated 
directly to Nanaimo with my family in 1967 at the age of 2.  
We were originally to go to California for a work opportunity 
for my father but at the last minute the job fell through.  My 
father had an Aunt who lived in Nanaimo & she was willing 
to sponsor us so we rerouted to Nanaimo where my father 
eventually worked as the Head Greens Keeper for the 
Nanaimo Golf Course.  I used to love going to work with him 
where I would ride on the huge tractor with him.  My Dad was one of those people who 
could do anything he put his mind to and do it well.  He was always fixing something.  No 
doubt this is where I got my love for tinkering.  

In grade 11 I was one of only 2 girls in my mechanics class and 
the only one in my grade 12 year (much more interesting than 
cooking class!).   
After graduation, I bought my first house at the age of 19 
taking advantage of the low market in the early 80s.  This is 
where I had the opportunity to learn some very valuable & 
much used renovation skills! 
When I met my husband (Bill) he had a 1975 (1974 ½) MGB  
(appropriately named B1) that I loved to drive until we had our 
first child…no room for kids and dogs.  So, there she sat 
neglected.  Only getting the occasional start & run around the 
yard with the kids when the weather was nice.  Bill and I have 
three, amazing, grown children.  My Step daughter Sarah is 28, 
our son Quinton is 23 (who also 
shares my love of cars), and our 
daughter Scotia is 20.   

At this point B1 will need quite a bit to get her road worthy 
but I look forward to resurrecting her in the near future and 
work towards restoring her back to original if possible.   In 
the meantime I purchased my 2nd MGB (a 1976 
named….you guessed it….B2) back in September of 2017.   
While she’s never going to be a “collector”, she is none the 
less a pretty good runner & a lot of fun despite all her flaws.   

GET ACQUAINTED 
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Fast forward to the fall of 2018, I decided to join the OECC to connect with other 
British Car Enthusiasts, have a little fun and glean a little knowledge along the way.  
Since then I have taken on the Treasurer’s position (Sorry…there were no other 
volunteers) and with lots of patient guidance from our past Treasurer Janet Hargraves, 
I am slowly learning. 
I guess at this time I should also admit that I am a bit of a car hoarder as I also have a 
1993 Nissan 240sx, a 2002 Audi A4, a 2006 Nissan Xtrail, and a 1991 Nissan D21 
Pick-up truck….I know…I know!  Bill thinks I need help ……but he can’t really say 
too much as he has three boats!  All I can say is thank goodness we don’t have any 
aviation enthusiasts in the family!! 
 
Wish me luck! 
 
Julie McKay 

PRESENTATIONS 
List of presentations for members to request for their needs, or if there are requests to repeat a  
presentation please contact Brian Collings at vichums2@gmail.com 
 
PowerPoint Presentations 
A History of Lotus Cars 
A History of Jaguar Cars 
Jenson Cars 
Triumph Stag 
Wheels of Fortune 
TR6 problem areas 
Alternative Fuels 
History of the Mini—60 years 
 
Word Documents 
History of the MGB 
MGB upholstery  
Jaguar XK8 History & updates 
Choosing tire types 
Engine testing & development  (Aston Martin Tickford) 
Ethanol in Gasoline 
Preparing your car for winter storage (10 easy steps) 
What is Tuning? 
Oil Bible (with links) 
 
PDF files 
Steering geometry &wheel alignment 
 
YouTube 
Dream cars, building a Jaguar XF 
Mario Andretti Race car 
Duke engine 

mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday,  Feb. 21st, 2019 

Held at the Lantzville Legion at 7:00pm 

 
 
Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7.00pm by Jim Stewart (Vice Chair) 
who was standing in for Al Ramsay (Chair). Jim welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
There were 33 members present. 
 
Jim introduced Mark Preston who was attending the meeting for the first time. He is 
the proud owner of a 1951 Ford Prefect. 
 
Approve the Minutes of the January 17, 2019 General Meeting – A motion was 
made to approve the Minutes of the January 17, 2019 General Meeting with the 
following amendment to the Membership Report.  
 
Memberships     54  
Members   119 
 
Motion: Moved – Malcolm Hargrave  Seconded – Paul Tilroe                       
Carried  
 
Treasurers Report – Julie McKay  
 
Total Revenue  $XXXXXXXX 
Total Expenses  $XXXXXXXX 
Net Income   $XXXXXXXX 
Bank Balance  $XXXXXXXX 
 
Motion: Moved – Dave Harris  Seconded – Doug Unia                       
Carried  
 
Membership Report - Elaine Roebuck – Elaine noted the membership figures: 
 
Paid Memberships   89 
Members  156 
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Branch Events – Malcolm Hargrave – Malcolm noted the successful 5-pin bowling 
event on Sunday, February 17, 2019 with 22 members, and 2 supporters present. 
 
Mens’ Highest Score:  Steve Roebuck 
Mens’ Lowest Score:  Peter Sparke 
 
Womens` Highest Score: Linda Harris 
Womens` Lowest Score: Cathy Doyle    
Malcolm advised that David Kelsey has organized a car run to Cowichan Bay on 
Sunday, March 24, 2019 for lunch at the Rock Cod Cafe followed by a tour of Geoff 
Moye's Jaguar Collection. A sign-up sheet will be circulated shortly, by e-mail.   
 
Volunteers are required to organize an event in April and May. 
 
Beano Report – Adele advised that the BEANO will be out by the end of February. 
Thanks to contributors it will be quite a large issue and there will be two new additions 
which are to become a regular feature in each issue. Please drop Adele an email if you 
have any suggestions or articles for future editions.  
 
Website Report - Paul Tilroe – Paul noted that the password will change in March 
2019.  
 
Gallery updates will be published around March 3, 2019. If you have new pictures you 
wish to have uploaded, please send them to Steve Roebuck.  
 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry – Marilyn provided a list of badges ordered but not yet 
collected by members in 2018: 
 
Bob Colclough 
Tom Milne 
Michael De Wilde 
Brian Yates  
  
Paul Tilroe will place a list of all regalia in stock on the website.  
 
Old Business - Tool Share List - If you have tools you are willing to share with car 
club members, please contact Brian Collings, who is creating an inventory.    
 
New Business – It was mentioned that Executive positions will have their job 
descriptions collated and posted on the web site in the Members Only area by the end 
of the first quarter. This is so that prospective future volunteers will be able to see what 
is entailed in the jobs. 
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Merv`s Car of the Month – Merv Steg 
 
Type of Car: Marauder 
Identified by: Doug Unia 
 
BOTB – Jim Stewart 
.         
The Field, horseshoe pits, tables and chairs have all been booked.  
 
The Fundraising Coordinator has had to pull out and we need a volunteer for that. 
Adrian Rice volunteered to organize the items to be printed and then get the printing 
done. Volunteer lists for the day will be circulated starting at next month’s Meeting.  
 
Graeme Cook, could not be present, but wants to know if anyone has contacts in the 
media, e.g. reporters, editors, that we can talk to about coverage for the event.  

 
The Grant-in-Aid Application has been submitted to the Town of Ladysmith. We have 
asked for extra funds to pay part of the cost of the banner. This is a full re-application 
year and our application will be reviewed thoroughly. They advised us to include more 
details of our finances and we’ve provided the Branch and BOTB Budgets, an Income 
Statement and the Balance Sheet.  
 
We’ll consider placing an order for a new banner when we know the outcome of our 
Grant-in-Aid Application – which will be about the time Al Ramsay returns.  
 
The donation request has been submitted to Ladysmith Credit Union.  
 
Adjournment of the General Meeting 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 7:50pm. 
 
Motion: Moved – John Amy  Seconded – Jerry MacFarlane                                
Carried 
 
Break  
 
Presentation- Brian Collings showed a PowerPoint presentation on issues concerning 
premature wear of an engine’s main bearings thrust washers, how to check for this and 
to replace the thrust washers.  
 
 
Janice Collings 
Branch Co-Secretary 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday, March 21, 2019  

Held at the Lantzville Legion at 7:00pm 
 
 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Jim Stewart (Vice Chair) 
standing in for Al Ramsay (Chair). There were 39 members present. Jim welcomed everyone to 
the meeting. 
 
A new member Rod Foggett, was attending his first meeting. Rod owns a 1994 Jaguar XJS. 
 
Deaths or serious illnesses – Brian Bishop, who had been very ill, passed away last week. 
Dennis Watson also passed away. 
 
Approval of last meetings February 21 minutes –   
A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the February 21, 2019 General Meeting with the 
following amendment:  
 
“Terry MacFarlane told the Meeting about the extension he has organized to the BATS run.  
On Tuesday, 23 July the group will drive to Comox and take the ferry to Powell River. Next day 
they will continue on via Lund, Saltery Bay and Earl's Cove to Gibsons. On Thursday, 25 
July they will drive to Langdale and catch the ferry to Horseshoe Bay. Once there, participants 
can either return to the Island or continue on, with the group, to spend the final night in Lillooet.  
The following morning, Friday, 26 July, drivers can either make their way home or continue 
cruising on their own.  Currently, 7 of the 20 cars registered for BATS have signed up for the 
extension so accommodation is still available along the route.  If you are interested in joining, 
please contact Terry either by email at omygaud@shaw.ca or phone at 250 247-9973.         
 
Motion: Moved – Terry MacFarlane Seconded – Steve Roebuck                       Carried  
Treasurer’s report – Julie McKay  
 
Total revenue:   $XXXXXXXX   
Total expenses: $XXXXXXXX 
Net Income:       $XXXXXXXX             
Bank Balance:   $XXXXXXXX 
 
Motion to accept: Moved – Doug Unia           Seconded – Brian Collings                      Carried  
 
 
 

mailto:omygaud@shaw.ca
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Membership Report – Elaine Roebuck  
 
Paid Memberships - 98 
Total Members - 170 (includes spouses or partners) 
 
Elaine handed out a supply of OECC ‘business cards’ which can be to stuck under the 
windscreens of non-member’s windscreens and used to invite them to a branch Meeting. 
 
Branch Events - Malcom Hargrave 
 
David Kelsey spoke about the upcoming run he was leading on Sunday, March 24

th
. Thirty 

people have signed up. After meeting at 10:00 am at Southgate Mall the participants will go 
along the lower ocean road and to the Rock Cod Café in Cowichan Bay for lunch. This will be 
followed by a tour of Geoff Moyse’s Jaguar Collection.  
 
Dave Harris is reprising his role and organizing a Bunnyhop Run to take place around  the last 
week of April. The route will take drivers through Cedar, and Yellow Point and be followed by a 
lunch at the Cottonwood Golf Club.  Details to follow. 
 
On Sunday, May 26

th
 Steve and Elaine Roebuck will lead a run from Nanaimo Info Center 

through Ladysmith, Chemainus, Mill Bay, Cobble Hill to the Black Swan at Shawnigan Lake. 
Steve will provide a map and details at a later date.  
 
Beano Report - Adèle Hedges - Adèle has begun working on March - April issue and 
welcomes contributions and ideas for what members would like to see. She will be at the April 
meeting but, in the meantime, if you have any articles they can be submitted to her directly at 
hedges.al@gmail.com 
 
Website Report - Paul Tilroe - A new password has been circulated to members. The updated 
Membership roster is on the website and there is also now a link to Regalia to order items.  
 
Regalia Report - Marilyn Tarry – Although Marilyn had nothing new to report. She did say that 
the possibility we may offer magnetic badges is to be discussed at the upcoming Club 
Executive Meeting.  
 
Brits on the Beach - Jim Stewart - The List for Volunteers required on the day of the event 
went out with the Agenda and was circulated again.  
 
Someone is required to take on the role of Fundraising Coordinator. Anyone willing to volunteer 
or who knows of anyone who might be interested should contact Jim directly. 
 
Some of the things getting under way are: 

 Car Parts – Doug Unia will be getting an email out shortly asking for a list of parts that 
members want to sell. 

 Malcolm Hargrave has been in contact with the Lions Club about providing breakfasts and 
lunch 
Media – if anyone has contacts e.g.- reporters, editors - in the media that we can talk to about 

mailto:hedges.al@gmail.com
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getting coverage should contact Graeme Cook or Jim. Bob Colclough said he knows a 
reporter and would send Jim his contact information. Graeme has made a start on designing 
the promotional flyer. 

Printing – Adrian Rice has copies of last year’s quotes and templates of everything to be 
printed and is getting a quote for this year. 

 Sound System – Bert Ridley (same as last year) is holding the date at the same price as 
he charged for the last 2 years. Wayne Peddie has volunteered again to be the Announcer. 

 Wine baskets - Judy Unia will be sending out a notice asking for donations to all club 
members before the April meeting. 
Vendors – Brian has verbal commitments from three vendors 

Old Business 
 
The Position Descriptions for the 9 Executive positions have been completed and are 
awaiting final review before they too are posted to the website. 
 
New Business 
 
Wayne Peddie was presented with his High Mileage award.  
 
Jim asked for help from members with an annual subscription to Adobe. The Executive wants 
to convert a document to a fillable pdf format. Bob Colclough said that he could help and 
agreed to follow up with Jim. 
 
Short Form Presentation - Merv Steg and Brian Collings 
 
Merv and Brian gave a talk and slide presentation on “Alternative Fuels and how they affect 
the Auto Industry”.  The presentation was very informative and both men were thanked for 
their research!   
 
Brian announced that all presentations delivered at previous meetings can be found on the 
website. 
 
50/50 Draw   
 
Fred Grey won $64.00 ($59.00 plus $5.00 for having his name tag) 
 
Adjournment of the General Meeting 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm. 
 
Motion: Moved – Dennis Millard  Seconded – Marilyn Tarry                      Carried 
 
 
Sylvia Sparke  
Branch Co-Secretary 



 

Page 18 

March Presentation by Merv Steg & Brian Collings 

Alternative Fuels and How They Relate To The 

Automotive Industry 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

m 

Oil Refinery 

Unsightly and occupying large amounts of land. 
Large refineries are potential pollutant complexes, 
which are required to manufacture fuel to operate 
internal combustion engines 

• Refineries as seen to the left, 
are expensive and complex 
facilities required to produce 

 
• Gasolene 
 
• Diesel fuels 
 
• LNG 
 
• Kerosene 
 
• Other additional fuels such as 

Ethanol etc. 
 

Oil Drilling Platforms 

Oil rigs used to obtain the crude oil 
are dangerous and susceptible to 
polluting the ocean 

Gas pumps 

In some areas gas pumps 
are hard to find, and when 
you do, they may not work! 
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Efficiency (I don’t think so…. 

Bugatti Hypercar 1200 HP 1106 lb-ft torque 

Alternative renewable fuels 

Solar Power Electricity Wind Turbine Electricity Hydrogen Fuel 
Cell Electricity 

Wind Farm renewal electricity Solar farm  (lots of sunshine power) 
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Tidal Power Generation 

Tidal water is used to flow through 
channels with turbine connected to 
generators in much the same way as 
wind is used in Wind Turbines. 

Hydro dam power generation 

Water released under controlled conditions, 
turn turbines located in the water flow with 
the turbine connected to generators 
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Rivian R1T Electric Truck 

Haul your load in silence 
 

(Apart from the radio) 

Hydrogen Fuel Cell 
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The Ultimate Guide to Tires 

by Benjamin Yong | BCAA Magazine, Fall 2018  
 
Most of us rely on tires every day of our lives. Yet we understand surprisingly little 
about these rolling pieces of rubber that separate rim from road. Sure, we know to keep 
them filled with air and fix them when they’re flat – but confusion abounds about the 
different types, terminology and traits, from rubber composition and tread patterns to 
performance. We spoke to industry experts for a deep dive on the topic of tires. 
 

Tire types explained 

We spoke to Steve Carpino, Senior Consultant on Product Design and Development 
for Pirelli Tire North America, about the main categories of tire available to BC 
consumers: 
All-season tires: 
Formulated for a balance of attributes like comfort, noise and traction in wet, dry and 
light-snow conditions, all-seasons usually come with a high tread-wear rating, meaning 
excellent longevity. A better name would be “three-season tires” however, as their 
rubber hardens and loses grip below 7°C. 
 
Winter tires: 
Created with softer rubber that maintains grip in temperatures below 7°C, winter tires 
boast a level of cold-weather traction superior to all other types. The three-peak 
mountain symbol on the sidewall means the tire has passed a government-regulated 
test for traction on medium-packed snow. Some winter tires come with metal studs that 
dig into ice, although there are laws governing when and where you can use them (in 
BC, tires with studs up to two millimetres are allowed on highways October 1 to April 
30). 
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Mud and snow tires: 
A variety of all-season tire (identifiable by the “M+S” designation on the sidewall) are 
designed with blockier and deeper grooves for evacuating mud and snow. As well, extra 
sipping, or small cuts across the tread four to seven millimetres deep, open to bite the 
road surface. 
 
All-weather tires: 
“Think of these as all-seasons with a focus on the more extreme winter conditions of 
snow, ice and low temperatures,” says Carpino. These are an option for drivers in frigid 
climates who want a year-round tire as the rubber compound is designed to stay flexible 
above and below 7°C. Yet they can’t provide the same level of cold-weather 
performance as true winter tires, and they typically wear more quickly in warm weather 
than traditional all-seasons. 
 
High-performance tires: 
Sometimes known as summer tires, these are usually found on sport, or premium-
segment, vehicles. They’re capable of travelling at high speeds and designed to yield a 
high level of steering response and wet-dry traction.  
 
“The improved steering response may give a slightly harsher [or bumpier] ride 
compared to the all-season range of tires,” says Carpino. 
 

Don’t mix and match 

Whatever type of tire you purchase, installing four of the same kind is essential to 
balanced braking and steering performance, says Carpino. “For example, if the wet-
traction performance of tire A and B were significantly different, there could be very 
different reactions to braking and steering on the front and rear of the vehicle. This 
could lead to an unstable vehicle response in emergency situations,” he says. 

Choosing the right set 

Ride comfort: For the smoothest ride, look for “touring” models, suggests Barry 
Yutronkie, Director of Operations at the Tire and Rubber Association of Canada. These 
have a slightly higher aspect ratio, or sidewall height (how thick the tire is between the 
rim and the ground) compared to tire width. “A touring tire is usually a 60 or 65 series, 
which flexes more, soaking up bumps,” he says. “A 30, 40 or 50 series tire is going to 
be stiffer but more responsive, as the sidewall is a little thinner.” 
Warranty: Most tires come with a manufacturer’s warranty covering defects and a pro-
rated mileage warranty, linked to expected tread life. Some dealers also offer road-
hazard warranties, to protect against unexpected damage from things like nail punctures 
and potholes. 
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Longevity: Expect a trade-off between performance and life expectancy. Most all-
seasons are rated for normal street and highway speeds and designed to wear slowly, 
unlike tires rated for higher speeds. “You can’t expect a high-performance tire on a 
Corvette to last 100,000 kilometres. That’s not what those tires are made to do,” says 
Yutronkie. 
 

 

Caring for your tires 

First and foremost: make sure your tires are always pumped to the correct psi, as 
indicated on the car’s driver-side doorjamb, says Stu Miller, Senior Operations Manager 
with BCAA Auto Service Centres. This helps with everything from ride quality to 
preventing accidental punctures. It also optimizes fuel economy, because driving on a 
tire that isn’t fully inflated expends extra energy. Regular tire rotation is also key to 
preventing early wear and other adverse symptoms – he recommends doing this every 
10,000 to 12,000 kilometres. 
It’s easy to monitor the health of your tread using tires built-in wear bars. “Wear bars are 
designed to be a visual indicator to tell you when the tires are worn out,” says Miller. 
“When the top of the tread is even with what looks like a little speed bump in-between 
the tread pattern, the tires are essentially worn out.” And even if the treads look fine, 
have your tires checked annually by a professional, because rubber can degrade over 
time. 
“You run the risk of popping the tire, and it’s also more prone to picking up nails or 
debris that could pierce through,” says Miller. “There’s also a loss of traction, since 
there are fewer grooves and less sipping remaining. That could seriously impair your 
ability to control your vehicle in an emergency situation.” 

It's all in the Rubber 

How do tires designed for colder applications stay supple under 7°C? The answer lies in 
their higher natural rubber content. Sport, and warm-weather tires contain a larger 
concentration of synthetic rubber, which handles heat well, and actually performs better 
when warmed up. 
Photo credits: iStock, Getty Images   Submitted by Malcolm Hargrave 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday, April 18, 2019  

Held at the Lantzville Legion at 7:00pm 

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm by Al Ramsay (Chair). There were 
29 members present. Al welcomed everyone to the meeting including new members and 
guests. 
 
A previous member, John McNulty was in attendance and renewed his membership. He is the 
owner of a ‘66 Morgan+4 and a ‘77 Morgan+8.  
 
 
Approval of March 21, 2019 minutes –   
A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the March 21, 2019 General Meeting as 
circulated.  
 
Motion by:  Dave Harris           Seconded – Val Ramsay                       Carried 
 
Treasurer’s report – Julie McKay  
 
Total revenue:   $XXXXXX  
Total expenses: $XXXXXX 
Net Income:       $XXXXXX              
Bank Balance:    $XXXXXX 
 
Motion to accept: Moved – Fred Grey           Seconded – Doug Unia                     Carried  
 
Membership Report – Steve Roebuck Reported for Elaine Roebuck (absent) 
 
Paid Memberships - 99 
Total Members - 172 (includes spouses or partners) 
 
Al Ramsay and Jim Stewart have contacted all members who had not renewed yet and several 
are in the process of renewing. 
 
Motion to accept: Paul Mansell                     Seconded: Denny Millard                 Carried 
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Branch Events – Malcom Hargrave 
 
Malcolm reviewed all the upcoming runs and events for the next two months. The full schedule 
can be viewed in the Events Calendar. To access it see the Website Report below. 
 
He reminded all that the weekly Wednesday 6:00 pm Picnic at the 4 Poles, Qualicum Beach 
beachfront starts on May 1, 2019. 
 
Beano Report - Adèle Hedges  
 
Adèle reported that the BEANO will be out at the end of April.  The next issue will be the end of 
June. She would like any submissions to be in “WORD” document format and emailed directly 
to her. 
 
Brian Collings commended Adèle on her excellent work. 
 
Website Report - Paul Tilroe  
 
Paul reminded all the full schedule of runs and events can be viewed in the Events Calendar by 
following the link at the top of to the “Events” page of the Branch web site. Details of most 
events, e.g. meeting time and location, are contained in the Branch Events Planning Calendar 
lower down on the same page.  
 
Regalia Report - Marilyn Tarry  
 
Marilyn reported back regarding a question asked about a magnetic car plaque and will send 
out prices in an email. We are ordering 24 mugs with the club logo on it to sell at Brits on the 
Beach and for members. The cost will be around $15.00 each. 
 
Old Business 
 
This year’s AGM is being held in Kamloops. In 2020, the South Island Branch will host. In 2021, 
the AGM will be held here in Nanaimo. 
 
Brits On the Beach - Jim Stewart, Vice Chair, spoke to a number of issues: 
 
Volunteers are still needed and the sign-up sheet was circulated. 
Al and Jim are meeting the Mayor of Ladysmith in early May.  We have received $250 for a 

Grant-in-Aid funding from the town. However, the banner was destroyed last year and more 
funding was requested to help with the replacement cost.   The Ladysmith Credit Union 
have again donated $500.   

The Ladysmith Camera Club will be taking photos of owners and their cars as they arrive and of 
groups of similar cars until 10:30.  

This year we are offering a ride in one of four owner’s vehicles. Exhibitors and members of the 
public can enter a draw for a 15/20 min. ride, driven by the owner, around the Ladysmith 
area.  We are looking for 4 volunteers to implement the idea.  

Two radio-controlled cars for the children’s Passport competition have been purchased. 
The Lions Club will be selling breakfasts and lunches as in the past.   
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New Business                                                                                                               
 
-Malcolm Hargrave spoke to the following matter regarding two motions to be raised in June 
and voted upon at that meeting: 
 

Notice of motion for June Meeting 
“As we are now collecting for the Ladysmith Food Bank separately at BOTB, (approx. 

$1300.00 each year) I propose that we now direct any profits made from BOTB 
towards reducing the cost of the annual Christmas Party tickets”. 

 
 Notice of Motion for June Meeting 
“To rescind the motion made a few years ago by Ken Hedges, that we donate, to a 

charity of our choice, a minimum of $300.00 yearly, plus 50% of any profit gained 
over the initial $300.00 we net from the venue, (i.e. BOTB)” 

 
-Jim Stewart spoke to the matter of using “Survey Monkey” again for a survey designed to 
give members an opportunity to tell us what they enjoy most about our club, which events 
they like to engage in and what they can contribute to the club. It will be short and easy to 
answer. More information to come. 

 
-Steve Harris will lend us two large British weighted flags on poles for the entrance to Brits 
on the Beach. 

          
Merv’s Car of the month - Merv Steg   
 
Type of car – MGA    Identified by – Brian Collings 
 
50/50 Draw   
 
Winner – Janet Hargrave   Amount - $46 plus $5 for wearing nametag 
 
Adjournment of the General Meeting 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm                              
 
Motion by: Malcolm Hargrave  Seconded – Peter Sparke                      Carried 
 
Presentation – Brian Collings 
 
Brian presented an interesting video on The History of the MINI over 60 years which many 
members enjoyed. 
Thank you Brian!  Well done! 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Sylvia Sparke  
Branch Co-Secretary 
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1955-1962 
 
Mid fifties to early sixties. 
 
Car was available with spokes or steel wheels 
 
1489cc produced 68 hp but soon up graded to 72hp 
 
97.8 mph 
 
26.7 miles per gallon 
 
844pounds including taxes 
 
twin can engine producing 108 hp but had to lower to 100 hp because of detonation 
 
Lots of warranty problems and production slowed 
 
1959 a 1588cc engine with just under 80 hp 
 
Mark II introduced in 1961 with larger engine and 90 hp and 105 mph 
 
Convertible and coupe 
 
No door handles on the convertible 
 
101,081 units made 
 
5869 sold in UK 
 
The car as raced in NASCAR 1960 to 1963 but failed to win a race. 
 
 
Answer on next page 

Clues given for April Car of the Month 

By Merv Steg 
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Bunny Hop Run 

Who ever thought that they would see The Bunny Hop Run again?  I, Dave 
Harris certainly didn’t, but  Adèle  Hedges and Malcolm Hargrave talked me into 
it.  Well I’m glad they did.  Beautiful weather, twenty cars that didn’t break 
down, live and energetic bunnies and a delicious lunch at Cottonwood Golf 
Course made this 14th edition of the run, one of my most memorable ones 
ever!  Two and one half hours of wonderful roads including a new stop at 
Yonder Wood Country Store which was extremely enjoyable.  Also, a shout 
out to all the members who managed to stay in line.  No one got lost for the 
first time.  Everyone enjoyed this run. 
 
Submitted by Dave and Linda Harris 

Driver’s Meeting 

Dave & Linda’s grandchildren 
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Editor's note:  We were all treated to a goody bag distributed at the start of the run by Linda.  Many thanks to Dave 
and Linda for organizing a great run. 
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If you want your car to be placed in the field, we have been asked to be there at 8:30 or 9:30 the latest 
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19th Annual - Brits on the Beach 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Central Island Branch of the Old English Car Club  
   

Ladysmith, BC 
 

Sunday, July 14th 2019 at Transfer Beach 
 

FREE ADMISSION  - FREE BRITISH CAR/TRUCK/MOTORCYCLE ENTRY 

Ladysmith Lions Club Concession – Breakfast and Lunch Available 
DONATIONS FOR THE LADYSMITH FOOD BANK ACCEPTED 

SHOW STARTS: 10AM -  Event Details: www.oecc.ca/cib 
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OECC CIB Executive 2019         

Chairperson:  Al Ramsay                phone: 250-585-6368         Email: valandalramsay@gmail.com 
 
 
Past Chairperson: Stephen Roebuck  Phone: 250-756-4490         Email: steve@rbck.ca> 
 
 
Vice Chairperson: Jim Stewart  Phone: 250-240-8610         Email: jstewart308@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:  Brian Collings Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: vichums2@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  Julie McKay             Phone: 250-729-1331         Email: jamckay1@shaw.ca 
  
Secretary:    Sylvia Sparke          Phone: 250-468-9142         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
Secretary:    Janice Collings       Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
 
 
Memberships:         Elaine Roebuck        Phone: 250-756-4490        Email: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 
 
Events 
Promoter:            Malcolm Hargrave Phone: 250-741-0584        Email: malcolmh460@gmail.com 
 
Beano 
Newsletter:  Adèle Hedges Phone: 250-468-5828       Email: hedges.al@gmail.com 
 

Ode to the OECC  
 
Organising a run is no mean feat,          
Who'll be wagon master, where will we eat,          
Chance of a breakdown always a fear,          
Might be awarded 'Broke Piston'           
At the end of the year,                        
 
Driving and eating,                      
Driving and eating,               
Don't forget the monthly meeting,             
 
Brits on the Beach our jewel in the crown,                
Cars come from up, cars come from down,                
Classic cars beneath the trees,                
Tilley hats, arthritic knees,                
After several hours in the July sun,                
A drink and hamburger on toasted bun,                
Cars have been counted, regalia sold,                
A splendid day for young and old,                        
 

 
 
Driving and eating,                      
Driving and eating,                 
Don't forget the monthly meeting,              
 
The Christmas party, a seasonal treat,            
Plenty to drink, plenty to eat,            
Awards presented, the chance of a prize,            
Ladies in fine dresses, men in suits and ties,                       
 
Dancing and eating,                     
Dancing and eating,                 
Don't forget the monthly meeting,              
 
The 'Polar Bear Walk' a healthy stint,            
A bracing walk without a 'Fox's Mint',                       
 
Walking and eating,                     
Walking and eating,                     
Wrap up warm it might be sleeting 
 
Submitted by ExMember Alan King 
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Classified Page 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this 
publication as a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British 
cars, parts or services. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and 
consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.  
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