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Chair Report  -  May - June 2018 

It is hard to believe that we are almost into July already. But with 
the recent heat wave, summer on the Island has finally arrived. I 
was away in Winnipeg for most of May and want to thank Steve 
Roebuck for chairing the May meeting. He did his usual great job. 
We have already had several car events so far and are really 
ramping up over the next couple of weeks for the AGM in  
Victoria, BRBC 2018 and BOTB. Val and I will be in Victoria 
for the AGM and are taking part in the first leg of BRBC. The  
format this year is geared towards people taking in parts of the 

tour to encourage more participants. It is a change but seems to be working.  
 
Val and I went to our first Qualicum Beach Wednesday night picnic on the beach 
this year. It was gorgeous sitting there watching the sunset. I encourage everyone 
to come out. It’s fun and great to sit and talk to people. Brits on the Beach is also 
fast approaching on July 8th, so make sure you block it on your calendars.  
Jim Stewart has been taken to organizing the event with great gusto and every-
thing seems covered. For those attending, remember there are new parking  
arrangements due to the fencing and rock borders at the park. If you want to be in 
a certain spot, come early as we have lost some areas and we can’t save spaces, 
although we will try to accommodate people as much as possible. The park opens 
at 7:15 AM.  
I want to welcome Terry MacFarlane back. He had been hospitalized for over 
two months but looks great now with his new beard.  
We are looking for a new name to replace the term “Wagonmaster” for anyone 
leading an event. It just doesn’t seem appropriate but so far have not been able to 
come up with a better one. If you have one, send it to me and we will consider it.  
In closing, I want to encourage you all to get out and participate in our events. 
These are a relaxed and fun way to enjoy our hobby with friends and car  
enthusiasts.  
 

Al Ramsay, Branch Chairman 
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Membership Report 
 
 
Bob Thompson, Membership Chair 

As of June 30th, 2018 we have a total of: 

109 memberships, for a total of 193 members.  

I would like to welcome the new members who have signed up and look forward to 
meeting you at future OECC events.  If you have paid your membership fees by cheque 
in the mail or by using the PayPal link you can pick up your membership receipt at 
any general meeting. For the past few years we no longer issue a membership card, 
your receipt acts as your membership card.  
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Restoration Fair May 6, Saanichton BC 

 

Photo Credits: Mervin Steg 
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Restoration Fair May 6, Saanichton BC 
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What began as a 1968 Jaguar E-Type with a six-cylinder engine was 
converted to electric power by Jaguar Land Rover’s Classic Works 
and dubbed Concept Zero. The newlyweds drove the left-hand-drive 
British sports car (yes, left) to their reception at the Frogmore House 
near Windsor Castle, which seems an appropriate way to cap a day 
that celebrated an unconventional royal pairing. The Jag carried the 
vehicle registration plate E190518, which commemorated the wedding 
date:  
19 May 2018.  

A British Royal Wedding in May 
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Misc. Events / Pictures 

Jag XK8—Big Cats in the Forest-May 27        Friends on a run to Port Renfrew      
and the Sitka Spruce Tree. 
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The San Juan Spruce: Canada's Largest Sitka 
Spruce. This massive building-sized tree is    
Canada's largest spruce tree when measured by 
wood volume (333 cubic meters). You can see 
the 62.5 meter top of it from the bridge as you 
cross the river. It is in an area where other large 
Sitka spruce can be seen poking up like islands 
in the sea of second growth around them.   
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Interesting Technical Articles 

 

"The DOT matrix reloaded"   
Or I can't remember if the brake system has DOT 3, DOT 4, DOT 5 or DOT 5.1  
  
A Quick test for the fluid in your system is that DOT 3, 4 & 5.1 will mix with water.  
Put a sample from your system in a jar with an equal amount of water, cover it and 
shake it up.   After a few minutes if there is no change, it's DOT 3, DOT 4 or DOT 5.1.   
If the two fluids are clearly separated, then your brake fluid is DOT 5.  
  
DOT 5 when new is usually purple but will change to an amber color when in use over 
time so don't rely on color alone.  
  
DOT 5.1, DOT 4 and DOT 3 can be mixed in our older cars usually without any  
adverse effects but if your owner's manual calls for using DOT 4 or DOT 5.1, then  
definitely use it even though it is more than twice or three times the cost of DOT 3.  
  
DOT 4 and DOT 5.1 were introduced to cope with cars mainly with all wheel disk 
brakes or performance braking systems due to the heat they generate.   If you find 
yourself a bit low on fluid and it's a DOT 4 or 5.1 system, you can add DOT 3 if that's 
all that is available.  However, you should bleed and replenish the system back to DOT 
4 or 5.1 as soon as practical to insure safety on your vehicle.  Too high a concentrate 
of DOT 3 will allow your fluid to boil and lead to complete brake failure.  DOT 4 and 
DOT 5.1 can be mixed without too much regard as they are both high heat fluids.  
DOT 5.1 has a rating of 10 to 15 degrees F above DOT 4.   
  
Never mix any other DOT rated fluid with DOT 5.  DOT 3, 4 and 5.1 are glycol based 
fluids.  DOT 5 is a silicone based fluid.  
 

Minimizing the Varnish 
It is no secret that the gasoline we can buy today “ain’t what it used to be.”  So what 
can be done to minimize the effects of stale gasoline in our cars, especially since we 
tend to put the cars in hibernation during the winter months.  
Most automotive pundits agree that some sort of fuel stabilizer is beneficial in slowing 
the deterioration of modern fuels.  Sta-Bil comes to mind although there are other good 
stabilizers on the market.  
Some members have had good luck with Sta-Bil.  Once you decide on what brand of 
fuel stabilizer to use, the problems is how to measure it and how to get it into the tank 
without making a mess.  
If you intend to use Marvel Mystery Oil, you can save the first Sta-Bil bottle when you 
empty it and repurpose it with Marvel Mystery Oil, and you can neatly dispense it  
using the built-in measuring device the same way you do Sta-Bil. 
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The garage isn't just for cars, workbenches and tools anymore. 

Okay, in reality, the garage has often served many roles, from laundry room to teenage band 
practice zone to, more typically, just a plain old storage room. 
But, if you’re a guy looking to carve out your own space, or “man cave,” the multitasking  
garage can be a great choice. Depending on your budget, you can do anything from a basic man 
cave design to a full-on man cave of one’s dreams — actual cars optional. 
Endless Possibilities 
Figuring out how you want to use your man cave and what features to include — all while  
staying within your budget — can be a daunting task, because the possibilities are endless. 

• What is your goal or purpose for this space? 

• What do you expect to have in the space? 

• How much will you spend in the space? 

• How many people can the space accommodate? 
How do you like to work or entertain, e.g., seating, work benches, bars, etc.? 
If a small budget is the biggest limitation you face, that doesn’t mean you can’t have the ideal 
space that you want. Depending on the space and your budget, you can start simple and the 
space can grow over time. The first step to creating a garage that is the perfect man cave would 
be called the dream fulfillment stage. If you don’t already have an idea in mind, this is where 
you need to determine how you want to use the space. Will it be a hangout mainly for you and 
the guys or will it have more of a family room atmosphere? Do you get to use all of the garage 
or only part (because of a laundry area or needed storage)? Do you want to keep your car in the 
garage or use the entire space? Should the space have air conditioning and heating and can it 
accommodate any electrical and lighting needs (for that big-screen TV, for example)? 
Once you have your ideas organized, then comes the really fun part: design and decor. Again, 
refer to that wish list. For instance, do you have a theme, such as cars or fishing/hunting or 
sports? What kind of flooring, lighting, furniture or appliances do you need in the space to fit the 
intended purpose?  You can easily create personality in a room with small elements that won’t 
break your budget. “There are creative ways to add to a look without a lost of cost. Find art  
pieces that fit your theme. You can add cool accessories, such as fun handles to dress up basic 
cabinets, or add paint for colour.                                                         (for the ladies…) 

 



 

Page 11 

 

 

 

Garages & Shops - She Caves 

Women’s Garages or “She Sheds” 

Virginia Woolf suggested a room of one’s own. 
Why not a whole shed? Or, as they are being 
called in this growing trend, “she sheds.” 

She sheds are small, detached buildings built in a 
backyard. The idea is it is a place where a wom-
an can immerse herself in her own space. They 
can offer a sanctuary for a woman’s hobbies or 
collections or simply be a quiet place to read. 
The fun part: the sheds hold just as many stylistic 
opportunities as a full-size house, allowing  
women to get creative with construction, design, 
décor and landscaping. “The outdoors with the 
garage and the backyard and whatnot, a lot of 
people kind of thought of that as the man’s     
domain, and now the backyard is being looked at 
by women who are saying “I could create my 
own little studio back there.” The appeal of she 
sheds stems from their ability to give a woman 
her own space. While the space doesn’t necessarily have to be detached from the main home, 
being detached can create a sense of sanctuary, privacy and greater control over one’s own 
space. Also: she sheds can be cute. They’re not vinyl boxes that you buy at the corner store and 
plop onto your land. They’re little extra dwellings that have landscaping around them and an 

entry way and pretty 
paint and really neat 
windows, so they be-
come an integral part 
of your landscaping 
even in your back-
yard. She shed style 
can be as simple or as 
extravagant as a wom-
an wants it to be. With 
more time, people can 
find more items 
through salvaged ma-
terial. The she shed, 
it’s for you, and that’s 
the beauty of it. What-
ever you want it to be, 
you can make it. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday,  May 17th, 2018 

OECC General Meeting – Held at Lantzville Legion – 7:00 PM 

Branch Chair:  Al Ramsay (Regrets);Vice-Chair: Jim Stewart (Regrets) 
       Acting Chair: Stephen Roebuck 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01PM. There were 2 new members: 

Allen Wood ( who owns a1996 XJ6) from Ladysmith, & Julie McKay (owner of a ’75  
and ’76 MGB) from Nanaimo. There were no guests.   
There were 43 members in attendance 
Sign –up sheets for Heritage Days Parade and BOTB Volunteer lists were circulated. 
 
Paul Mansell motioned to approve the April 19, 2018 meeting minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Doug Unia .  Motion was carried. 
 
Treasurer Report - Janet Hargrave January 1st to April 30,2018 
Income Statement: Total Revenue  - $xxxxx Total Expenses - $xxxx  
Net Income  $ xxxx Bank Balance - $xxxx 
Motion to accept made by Ron Heyes and seconded by Ken Pidwysocki. The motion 
was carried 
 
Membership Report – Bob Thompson 
Bob noted that there are 104 memberships with 187 members. If you have paid by Pay 
Pal or by cheque in the mail, please pick up your receipt/membership card at any  
business meeting or event. They will not be mailed out. 
Branch Events – Howard Lockhart 
Saturday May 19, 2018 – Heritage Day Parade.  Only two members signed up to  
attend therefore our branch will not participate. 
 
BRBC – Stephen Roebuck 
The Branch will hold two events to start the Brits Round BC following the AGM in Victo-
ria. Pre-Paid CIB Dinner on June 25that a cost of $40.00 per person held in Parksville 
at the Quality Resort and a Brunch on June 26th at a cost of $15.00 per person at the 
Memorial Golf Course in Qualicum. 
 
Michael Davies indicated that the Lakeside Gardens Senior Residence has invited the 
Branch to display their cars on Friday June 15th from 9am to 12 noon.  The Residence 
will provide coffee as well as a small lunch after the event. 
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There are two events happening this year on Father’s Day.  The first one is the  
Qualicum Show and Shine.  To attend this event go to their website and register. The 
second event is the Father’s Day Show in Victoria at Beacon Hill Park from 9am to 12 
noon.  The event in Victoria is sponsored by the Jaguar Club of Victoria. 
BOTB – Stephen Roebuck 
Volunteers still needed - List circulated at the meeting. 
BOTB Barbecue List was circulated at the meeting. 
Last Name A-L- are asked to bring a dessert item. 
Last name M-Z – are asked to bring a salad item. 
Fraser Valley group will not be coming to BOTB. 
 
Prepay $5.00 per person for BOTB Barbecue if attending. There was a lively discussion  
about the $5 charge and by a show of hands it was determined that the majority of  
members present were NOT in favour of charging $5 as well as bringing food items.  
This item will be discussed further at the next meeting and to be added to the agenda. 
Pro Print- All print jobs completed and posters were given out. 
First Aid Coverage – Required someone with current first aid. 
Judy Unia will send a list of what is still needed in the Wine baskets. 
Vendors are in Place for BOTB 
David and Louise Kelsey will volunteer to take care of the Food Bank Station collection. 
Janet Hargrave raised the issue of giving club money for the Food Bank if it is a loss to  
the club.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
Beano Report – Bob Thompson 
The current issue March/ April 2018 is now on our website.  If you have any articles, 
please submit them to chimo55@telus.net. Please note that if you submit an article, 
please send it in Word format and for pictures please send them in jpeg format. 
Website Report – Paul Tilroe It’s wonderful! Please bring your camera to events and 
take pictures for the CIB website. 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry   
Regalia information has now been set up on the club website and running to accept 
your orders. Marilyn will place a regalia order for Brits on the Beach.  Any older regalia 
stock will be sold at a 25% discount. 
New Business -  Steve Roebuck  There was no new business tabled at this meeting. 
Merv’s Car of the Month – Merv Steg  The type of car was a Ford Cortina (produced 
from 1962 – 1982). Roger Tarry identified the mystery car. 
50/50 Draw - Stephen Roebuck-Acting Chair  Winner was Allen Wood who won 
$55.00  He is a new member thus no nametag.  No extra $5.00 for having name tag. 
 
Adjournment of the Business Meeting  The business portion of the meeting was  
adjourned by Janet Hargrave at 8:10 p.m. and seconded by Marilyn Tarry. Motion was 
carried. 
Presentation – Doug Unia Doug Unia presented a Music Trivia Quiz following the 
business portion of meeting 

Janet Pidwysocki  Branch Secretary 

mailto:chimo55@telus.net
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Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday, June 21st, 2018 

Branch Chair – Al Ramsay: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. There was one new member, Julie 
McKay. She has a 1976 MGB. There were no guests and there were 40 members in 
attendance. Steve Roebuck motioned to approve the Minutes from the May 17th, 2018 
general meeting. The motion was seconded by Doug Unia. Motion was carried. 
 
Treasurer Report - Janet Hargrave : Total Revenue for May 2018: $XXXX, Total  
Expenses for May 2018: $ XXXX,  Net Profit for May 2018: $XXXX,  Bank Balance:  
$ xxxx.   Candy Francis motioned to approve the report.  Al Thompson seconded, and 
the motion was carried. 
 Membership Report – Bob Thompson:   Bob noted that there are currently 108 
memberships with a total of 191 members.  
  Branch Events – Howard Lockhart:    June 15th, 2018: Lakeside Gardens was a 
good show with a nice lunch afterwards.   
June 17th, 2018: Father’s Day Picnic in Beacon Hill Park. There were about 125 cars 
including seven from Nanaimo.  June 17

th
, 2018: Seaside Cruisers held their annual 

car show in Qualicum that is always a sold-out event and well attended.  One of our 
new members, Mike De Wilde won the award for  Best Import Car 
June 23rd, 2018: AGM – Victoria BC- The Annual General Meeting of The Old English 
Car Club will be held on June 23rd, 2018 in Victoria BC at the Comfort Inn and Suites at 
1PM.   Everyone should have received the Pre-AGM Information Package.  A sign-up 
sheet for BRBC was circulated and Al discussed our involvement. More details can be 
found on our website – www.oecc.ca/cib and go to the Events tab. 
July 8th ,2018: BOTB Chair Jim Stewart announced that the $5.00 fee to attend the 
BBQ   following BOTB has been dropped. Jim mentioned that the issue was never 
about money. It was about making a commitment and showing up so there is no waste 
of food. A sign-up sheet for the BBQ was passed around.  Volunteers are still needed. 
A sign-up sheet was also passed around. The Lions Club will be on-site to serve break-
fast and lunch.  Arrangements are in place for the Mayor of Ladysmith and for the 
sound system. Jim Stewart announced he will be away for this event. 
July 21st, 2018: Bath Tub Day Show will be held in Nanaimo and it was announced that 
this year’s event will be one day only.  The Victoria Crescent Business Association 
made a request to our Branch to participate in this event. 
July 25th, 2018: The Kiwanis Lodge have invited us to show 3-4 cars from 10:30 am to 
2:30 pm and will provide a BBQ lunch afterwards. 4members offered to attend. 

http://www.oecc.ca/cib
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July 28th and July 29th, 2018: Adele Hedges will lead the run to Gold River.  
August 4th, 2018:  The Ladysmith Parade will hold their annual event.  
August 16th, 2018: Our next OECC General Business Meeting.  
Aug 18th, 2018: Ladysmith Show and Shine will hold their annual car show.  
Aug 19th, 2018: Picnic in the Park at Bamberton Provincial Park. The run begins at 
Southgate Mall in Nanaimo at 10 AM.  
August 26th, 2018: A Motor Gathering will take place in Duncan at the Race Car Track.  
 
Al Ramsay discussed that it would be good to have a leader for each event. That  
person would be the contact person for that event. We are looking for a new title to  
replace “Wagonmaster.” If any members have any ideas for this, please contact our 
Branch Chair Al Ramsay.  
Beano Report – Bob Thompson : The next issue will be Aug. 31th, 2018.  If you have 
any articles they can be submitted to Bob Thompson - at chimo55@telus.net.  
Website Report – Paul Tilroe: Members were asked to bring their cameras to all 
events and send these pictures to Paul, so he can edit them and put them on our web-
site.  Paul announced that if you are at an event, that would be a great opportunity to 
update a photo of yourself and your significant other, so it can be posted on our 
“Members Only” Gallery. Along with Paul Tilroe, Stephen Roebuck is responsible for 
this gallery to update recent photos of our members.   
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry: Marilyn announced that she has name badges for 
new members. If you are new or need a name badge you are asked to contact Marilyn.  
She also announced that she will have some older regalia stock for sale at a reduced 
price.  New and old regalia will be for sale at BOTB.  
New Business – Al Ramsay: If you wish to park somewhere special at BOTB you 
need to arrive early. Julie McKay announced that she has signs that can be used for 
the BOTB event.  Bob Thompson has ordered a banner that states “British Vehicles 
Only Event”.  
Mystery Car of the Month – Merv Steg: Merv  presented the mystery car of the month 
that left everyone guessing but Doug Unia identified the car as a Dellow which was  
produced from 1949 to 1956.  
50/50 Draw – Jim Stewart: The winner of the 50/50 was Nigel Davis. Nigel received 
$50.00 but since he was not wearing his name badge he was unable to claim the extra 
$5.00.  
Adjournment of the Business Meeting: Prior to ending the meeting, Al Ramsay  
welcomed back Terry and Jerrie McFarlane. The business portion of the meeting was  
adjourned by 8:00 p.m. Motion was made by Paul Mansell and seconded by Peter 
Sparks.  The motion was carried.  
Presentation – Brian Collings: Brian Collings was not in attendance so there was no 
presentation.  Al Ramsay invited everyone to take a few minutes and socialize.  

 
Janet Pidwysocki 
Branch Secretary 
Central Island Branch 
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           Repeat Beano Article – From April 2018 BEANO 
 

 Picture Gallery Changes -  Steve Roebuck 
 

First of all, I would like to say on behalf of the Central Island 
Branch membership a HUGE THANK YOU to Adèle Hedges 
for the countless hours and many years of hard work she has 
put in to keeping our photo gallery updated.  
 

I have been working through her huge archive of pictures of the members and 
have discovered a few gaps and as a result need your help. 
 
If your picture in the gallery shows you with hair, and you have none now, it 
might be time to get a new picture uploaded. 
 
If your picture shows you without facial hair, and you have some now, it might 
be time to upload a new picture. 
 
If your picture shows you in your twenties, thirties, forties or fifties, it might be 
time to upload a new picture. 
 
If your picture shows you have no wrinkles and you have them now, congratula-
tions and it might be time to upload a new picture. 
 
I have a large list, which is surprising, of members without a picture at all 
and it would be very nice to put a face to a name, please send me a recent 
photo. Please note these galleries are not for public consumption, but are 
on the protected side of our website for members only. 
 
I will be working through the car and marque pictures once I have completed 
going through the Pictures Of Us gallery. This is a lengthy task as I am convert-
ing from Microsoft Publisher to a more generic format that can be updated in the 
future on Mac or Windows platforms. 
 
Many thanks and I look forward to my inbox at steve@rbck.ca having 
some smashing new pictures.  Steve Roebuck 
 

(Editor’s Note):  This article was re-published since Steve needs your help in making this 
project a success so that we can all benefit from the updated information on the pass-

word protected Member’s Only Gallery.  Please Help Steve NOW! 
 

mailto:steve@rbck.ca
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Car Display Lakeside Gardens - June 15 
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Qualicum Show & Shine - June 17 

Michael De Wilde’s 1964 Healy 3000 BJB  
Won “Best Import” Award 

   Michael De Wilde 

Ray & Marjorie Sabourin’s new Jag 

Photo Credits: Adèle Hedges 
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Father’s Day Picnic in the Park - June 17– Member Article 
 
Central Island Branch had 5 cars leave Nanaimo at 6:30 am, and we picked up 2 more 
along the way and a straggler closer to Victoria. 
 
I again volunteered as a Wagonmaster, leading a group blindly into the unknown, using 
my trusty GPS powered phone. In my defense, I’ve only been to the capital a few times 
and still have no idea where I’m going. All was great until we hit the rats maze known 
as Victoria with just a few traffic lights and way more vehicles than further north on the 
island. Needless to say, we “lost” half our group who were able to select a more direct 
route and enter Beacon Hill Park shortly after the first 3 of us. Funny after running the 
maze, we didn’t find any cheese, have to work on that for next time. Need votes for 
Cheddar, Swiss, Wensleydale, Gouda, etc! 
 
The show was well presented in the park with sun shine and lots of spectators. In all, 
we probably had over 100 cars of various vintages. Compared to 2017, this was better 
attended with cars and audience, likely due to sunshine vs. the rains of 2017. 
A great turn out of Morgans, about 2 dozen all lined up on one side of the field. These 
by far out-numbered the other marques in the show, which included MG, Triumph,  
Jaguar, Bentley, Rolls Royce, Aston Martin, McLaren, Mini, Morris, Land Rover,  
others too, but I’ve slept since the show and can’t remember them all, apologies to 
those I’ve missed. 
 
After a pub lunch and another walk around the field to discover the “old guys tent”, Al 
Ramsay and I started the journey back north. Outside temp registered 34C, so it made 
sense to keep the top down and let the ‘cool’ air work its magic. Every car that passed 
us, I’m sure used a turkey baster to make sure we were completely done. If I’d had  
engaged the brain cell I still have functioning, I would have stopped, put the roof up 
and turned on the AC, but it was mis-firing, so that idea never entered my head. 
 
There was nothing for it, we had to stop in Duncan for a cooling ice cream and rest 
stop. I left without issue, however, our fearless Chairman has an airlock so had to wait 
until it cleared before heading out. Which he was able to do a short while later. Since he 
got going again under his own steam, it was decided that he doesn’t get nominated for 
the Piston Broke Award. 
 
The remainder of the return journey was uneventful except to a Lambo that tore past me 
and several other cars like he was driving to escape the end of the world.  
 
Looking forward to our next line up of events, see you on the road, drive safe. 
Steve Roebuck                                                                                                     
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Father’s Day Picnic , Beacon Hill Park - June 17 

Photo Credits: Steve Roebuck & Al Ramsay 
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British cars: black overtakes as 
most popular colour 

 
Record sales of grey cars attributed to uncertain times as popularity 
of primary colours ebbs. 
 
Britain’s cars have returned to the dark side, with black now the most 
popular colour for buyers of new vehicles. 
 
More than half a million black cars were registered in 2017, overtaking 
white as the colour of choice for the first time since 2012. 
 
Black last returned to the top in the midst of the financial crisis, in 
2009, after years of noughties prosperity when shiny silver cars prolif-
erated. Red cars have fallen out of favour, however, as they slipped out 
of the top five. Pink and mauve are also on the wane, according to     
figures from the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 
 
An underlying trend appears to be the inexorable rise of grey cars – a 
phenomenon that experts have said could be attributed to Donald 
Trump, although the US president has yet to tweet to claim credit.  
 
The website of the colour psychology consultant Karen Haller says: 
“When there is a level of insecurity and uncertainty – as we have seen 
following the US elections and Brexit – we tend to retreat and  
gravitate towards things that make us safe, which is why grey is so 
popular.” 
 
Sales of 500,714 grey cars last year were the colour’s highest annual 
UK figures on record. In the east Midlands, grey is now the most  
popular colour of all. A primary colour has not made the top three 
since 2010. Austerity Britain’s appetite for monochrome cars is such 
that almost 60% are registered in black, grey or white – with silver  
accounting for another 10%. 
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18th Annual - Brits on the Beach 
Central Island Branch of the Old English Car Club  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 

Ladysmith, BC 

 
Sunday, July 8th 2018 at Transfer Beach 

 
FREE ADMISSION  - FREE BRITISH CAR/TRUCK/MOTORCYCLE ENTRY 

 
Ladysmith Lions Club Concession – Breakfast and Lunch Available 

 
DONATIONS FOR THE LADYSMITH FOOD BANK ACCEPTED 

 

SHOW STARTS: 10AM -  Event Details: www.oecc.ca/cib 
Due to physical changes to the grounds, assigned parking will be different this year   

http://www.oecc.ca/cib
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OECC CIB Executive 2018         

 
Chairperson:  Al Ramsay                phone: 250-585-6368         Email: valandalramsay@gmail.com 
 
Past Chairperson: Stephen Roebuck  Phone: 250-756-4490         Email: steve@rbck.ca 
 
Vice Chairperson: Jim Stewart  Phone: 250-240-8610         Email: jstewart308@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:  Brian Collings Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: vichums2@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  Janet Hargrave Phone: 250-741-0584         Email: jnthgrv@gmail.com 
  
Secretary:    Janet Pidwysocki Phone: 250-929-3698         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Events 
Coordinator:  Howard Lockhart Phone: 250-802-3340        Email: tr7@live.ca 
 
Beano 
Newsletter:  Bob Thompson Phone: 250-716-8920       Email: chimo55@telus.net 
 
Webmaster:    Paul Tilroe  Phone: 250-716-8920       Email: oecccib@gmail.com 
     
Regalia:    Marilyn Tarry  Phone: 250-591-3124       Email: oeccregalia@gmail.com 
 
Memberships:         Bob Thompson Phone: 250-716-8920       Email: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Monthly meetings…  July 19, Aug 16,  Every THIRD Thursday of the month, 
7:00 P.M. at the Lantzville Legion.  New members welcome! 
July   8th -  BRITS ON THE BEACH 
July 21st – Bathtub Days show & shine 
July 25th - Kiwanis Lodge Car Display  
July 28th -  Gold River Run (some depart on the 27th)  
Aug.  4th-   Ladysmith Parade participation  
Aug.  9th -  Gabriola Concert on the Green 
Aug.18th -  Ladysmith Show & Shine 
Aug 19th -  Picnic in the Park Run 
Aug 26th-  Motor gathering at the Duncan race track 
Sept. 1st -  Lighthouse Fall Fair 
Sept. 9th -  ECAIP 
Sept.16th - Wine Women & Wheels  
Oct.  18th-  Central Island Branch AGM - election of new Board Members 
 
See Our Central Island Website for more details of the above events.    

 oecc.ca/cib  and click on the “EVENTS” tab. 

Upcoming Events 

We have made an area available for members to post articles, feedback, or constructive  
criticism.  What’s on your mind for club related issues?  Send your articles to the BEANO  

editor via email at: 
chimo55@telus.net   
 
Thanks to those who have  
submitted articles or pictures for 
this issue, much appreciated.   
 
Remember to send in your  
updated pictures of yourselves 
and your classic British Cars to 
Steve Roebuck to update the 
“Members Only” area on our 
CIB website. 
 
This is a picture of a  
SUPERSIZED MGB 
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British car brand MG returns to Singapore 

Classic British car brand MG, now owned by Chinese automotive giant SAIC, is 
back in business in Singapore, after an absence of nearly 15 years. It has ap-
pointed Simply Cars - a used car trader and parallel importer of popular German 
brands since 2006 - as its agent. The company first revealed plans to bring in 
MG cars back in 2014. It is finally happening now.  The first model to debut is 
the MG ZS compact crossover and an initial batch of 20 cars has arrived. 

The ZS sold in Singapore is made in Thailand, but imported from Britain, where 
the MG factory makes changes to the car's exhaust system to make it comply 
with Singapore's Euro 6 emission standards. The ZS - MG's second sport utility 
vehicle - is powered by a turbocharged 1-litre three-cylinder engine (made in 
Zhejiang, China), with a six-speed automatic gearbox transmitting 111hp of 
power and 160Nm of torque to the front wheels. The car's zero to 100kmh ac-
celeration is 12.4 seconds and its top speed is 180kmh. The speedometer is UK-
spec (UK Standard for Professional Engineering Competence), so its mph digits 
are more prominent than its kmh digits. 

The front end of the ZS looks a little like the previous Mazda CX-5, but the MG 
is much closer to the Honda HR-V/Vezel in size and wheelbase. 

Two versions of the ZS are available - the basic Excite version and the   
better-equipped Exclusive. The latter has additional features such as xenon 
headlights, a 360-degree camera system and a Garmin navigation system - all 
of which are fitted in MG's Thailand factory. 

The Exclusive version is also retrofitted in Singapore with leather upholstery 
and electrically adjustable front seats. The ZE Excite is priced at $113,000 
with a "guaranteed certificate of entitlement", while the tag for the Exclusive 
is $120,000. The basic model has an open market value (OMV, or approximate 

car cost before taxes) of about $19,000. Simply Cars senior director David Ng 
says that he plans to open a dedicated MG facility at the Leng Kee Road motor 

belt "by the end of this year". In the mean-
time, he has tied up with two workshops to 
offer a five-ear/100,000km warranty for the 
new MG ZS. 

The next MG to be introduced in Singapore 
will be the MG3 hatchback, a compact five
-door with the same 1-litre drivetrain as the 
ZS. It is scheduled to arrive April 2018. 



 

Page 26 

 
Club AGM—June 23 

 

Bob Thompson (CIB), Club Secretary, 
is the recipient  of the 2018 OXO Cup. 
Presented by Stephen Way (TVB), 
OECC President. 

 The OXO Cup is awarded annually to a 

member who has  made a significant  

contribution to the Club as a whole.   

The qualities looked for in selecting the  

recipient will be a person whose efforts 

have directly or indirectly nourished the 

club as a whole. The benefits of the 
would-be recipient’s contribution must 
have been felt beyond the recipient’s 
own Branch.  
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THE OXO CUP AWARD 

The Oxo Cup is a Floating Trophy, which was donated by Ian Cox, one of the original founders 

of the Club and was first presented in 1997. The cup is awarded annually to a member who has 

made a significant contribution to the Club as a whole. There is no particular time frame for the 

member’s contribution. Any member of the Club in good standing is eligible to receive the 

award. The qualities looked for in selecting the recipient(s) will be a person(s) whose efforts 

have directly or indirectly nourished the club as a whole. The benefits of the would-be recipi-

ent’s contribution must have been felt beyond the recipient’s own Branch.  Nominations must 

include the name of the person(s) and of those nominating. A written description of the  

individual(s) qualifying efforts must also be submitted.    

I would like to nominate Bob Thompson for the 2018 OXO Award.  I first met Bob when he 

joined the Central Island Branch in 2012. From 

the get go, he always took an active art in the 

Branch activities. He volunteered for numerous 

roles at events and was always there to talk to 

and welcome members. He took on the role of 

Branch Secretary for several years and cur-

rently is the Branch Membership Chair.  He 

has been very active in our annual event Brits 

on the Beach, hosting the membership table 

and running various activities such as the  

Children Car Passport Program which encourages children along with their parents to identify  

numerous vehicles at the event and win prizes thus fostering their interest in our hobby. 

At the Club AGM in 2017, he took over as Club Secretary. In the course of those duties, he and 

another member extensively revised the Wheel document which was woefully out of date. He 

also updated the Club Bylaws. He is organized and keeps detailed records on all aspects of 

our Club and Branch. 

In 2018, he has assisted our Branch Secretary in her duties by formulating a template for taking 

meeting minutes and performed her duties when requested. He also stepped up to the plate 

when a new Editor was required for our Branch Newsletter, The BEANO. He has been my 

source and support in my first year as Branch Chairman.   

 Bob is one of our most active members and is always amongst the first to volunteer for any 

duty. His drive and volunteerism are an example to our members. 

 Al Ramsay, Chairman, OECC/CIB 

Bob Thompson - 2018 recipient of the OXO 
Cup, presented by Stephen Way, President. 
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BRBC (Brits “round BC) Sunday, June 24 portion 

Gorge Park, 2018 BRBC collection point at 
08:30, then leave for Sooke and on toward 
Port  Renfrew on the Pacific West Coast 
Road. 
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BRBC (Brits “round BC) June 24 portion 

 

Coffee is available from the 
SIB. Final briefing before take-
off toward Sooke. 
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Canada’s largest Sitka Spruce tree along 
the Pacific Marine Road. 

Pit Stop just past Port Renfrew 
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BRBC Day 1 - Lake Cowichan & Parksville 

 

Lunch at the Railway Museum—Lake 
Cowichan 

BRBC Dinner at the Quality  
Hotel Parksville 
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BRBC - Dinner in Parksville 

 

 

A wonderful time was had at the  
Dinner. Many people stayed over-
night at the Quality Hotel. 
This dinner as well as the breakfast 
the next morning was arranged by 
our (CIB) Chairman, Al Ramsay and 
was assisted by Bob Thompson. 

KUDOS to Al, Val, and Bob. 
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BRBC - Breakfast in Qualicum Beach Mon. June 25 

 

Now on to 
2 garden 
tours, the 
 Kelsey’s 

and 
Whitehead 

gardens 
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Page 36 
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Now on to Courtney and a B’bque at the 
home of the Netherville’s, then overnight 
and take the ferry to Powel River. This 
concludes the CI portion of the BRBC. 
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Classified Page 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this 
publication as a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British 
cars, parts or services. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and 
consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.  

 
 

  

 


