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This will be my last report as your branch 
chairman, starting in 2018 my role will be 
as Past Chair (pronounced pasture!). It has 
been a great pleasure to serve the club 
throughout these past two years working 
with so many talented people, thank you to 
all of you for your support. 
 
Our annual banquet involved, as we did 
last year, partying our faces off at Fairwinds 
Golf Club in Nanoose. 
 
We were limited on awards this year, how-
ever; 
  
The Member of the Year Award was given 
to Al Ramsay and Steve Roebuck for 
their work throughout the year. 
 
No Restoration award given out this year; 
 
The Piston Broke Award was not given out 
this year, and if anyone has a nomination 
please let Al Ramsay know so we can ar-
range the presentation at the January 
meeting. 

 
Door prizes throughout the evening, musical chairs with ladies on men’s laps produced smiles 
and chuckles all round. I’m not sure if any phone numbers were exchanged, haha!! 
 
Many thanks to those attendees who donated gifts for the Nanaimo Toy Drive which Judy Unia 
collected and delivered for the Nanaimo area youth. Thank you Judy! 
 
Doug Unia provided our musical entertainment, thank you very much Doug.  
 
I’d also like to offer a heartfelt thank you to departing executive member Graeme Cook, your 
service over these past 3 years as our Beano Editor is very much appreciated by all, and a huge 
thank you to Bob Thompson for volunteering to be the new Beano Editor in 2018 along with his 
role as branch membership registrar and club Secretary, he is one very busy guy! Good on you 
Bob!! 
 

Continued on Page 4 
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Membership Report 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this 
publication as a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise Brit-
ish cars, parts or services. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads 
and consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.  

 
 

The Central Island Branch had 121 memberships in 2017 for a total of 
223 members.  As the year draws to a close, on this Christmas Day, 71 
membership renewals have been received for a total of 128 members.  

Members who have renewed or became a new member prior to De-
cember 31

st
 are entitled to have their name entered in the Early Bird 

Draw which will take place at our January 2018 business meeting.  The 
winner will have their 2018 membership fee reimbursed.  For members 
who missed the December 31

st
 deadline for the draw can submit their 

membership fee at the January or February business meeting, or using 
Pay Pal, or by mailing a cheque payable to O.E.C.C. to the Member-
ship Register (address is on the application form on our website).  The 
deadline for renewal of your 2018 membership is February 28

th
 2018. 

Memberships not renewed by that date will be removed from the roster and group email until 
payment is received.  Thank you for another great year. We hope you are enjoying a festive holi-
day season and look forward to 2018, our 30

th
 Anniversary year. Best wishes to our members 

for a happy and healthy 2018. 

Bob Thompson, Membership Registrar 
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The executive for 2018 are: 

Al Ramsay – Branch Chairperson 
Jim Stewart – Vice Chairman 
Janet Hargrave – Treasurer 
Janet Pidwysocki – Secretary 
Bob Thompson – Branch Membership Registrar 
Howard Lockhart – Events Coordinator 
Brian Collings – Presentation Coordinator 
Paul Tilroe – Webmaster 
Marilyn Tarry – Regalia 
Bob Thompson – Beano Editor 
Steve Roebuck – Past Chair 
Also appointed is Ken Tanguay as our auctioneer! 

 
The first event of 2018 will be the annual Polar Bear walk on January 7

th
, 2018. Contact Janet or 

Malcolm Hargrave if you would like to join in. A prize will be awarded for the tackiest Christmas 
sweater and we will also have the Polar Bear raffle. Meet at Southgate Mall at 10:30 AM for 
group departure to Colliery Dam Park. After the walk, return to Southgate Smitty’s for lunch, a 
warm up and chance to visit with friends. 
 
Elaine and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, best of health, happiness and prosperity for 
the New Year, and we look forward to seeing you at the regular club meetings at the Lantzville 
Legion starting on January 18

th
 and at club events throughout the year. 

 
Pictures from the banquet can be located here: 
 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/christmas%20banquet%202017.htm  
 
 
Steve Roebuck 
OECC CIB Chair. 
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Xmas Banquet, Fairwinds Golf Course, Nanoose,   
Saturday 2nd December 2017 
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TR250 Restoration  -  Graeme Cook 

 
TR250  - The story so far 

 
This is my last BEANO as editor so I hope you won’t mind me telling you about my latest pro-
ject. I have always liked the six cylinder Triumph engine in the Michelotti shaped cars and my 
previous searches had not found what I wanted so in Jan 2013, I bought an early TR6 to re-
store. The same week that the TR6 was delivered I found a TR250 for sale in Vancouver. It 
was a ‘one owner’ car, built in 1968 and shipped direct to Vancouver from Cardiff Docks on 
the M.S. SilverBeach. Fortunately a google search found several pictures of the vessel in Van-
couver harbour and one in particular taken on Aug 2 1968 showing the vessel unloaded with 
the North Shore Mountains in the background which could have been its return journey after 
delivering my car. 

The car had been owned by the same person 
since new and was apparently a second car, 
only used in the summers, so avoiding all the 
normal corrosion a vehicle of this age exhibits 
and only amassing 29000 miles. Around 
1975/76, the owner decided to repaint the car 
along with other works such as an engine re-
build and suspension modifications. It is at 
this point his interest in the car waned and it 
was left for many years in a heated garage, 
partially dismantled until the owner passed 
away.  

 
His widow decided to clear the garage and after seeing the car advertised for sale, I stepped 
in with an offer for the car. It was difficult to determine if the car was complete as so many 
parts were wrapped in newspapers of the mid ‘70s and I took a gamble as the body work was 
clearly in good order. After purchase I was able to go through all the parts and the only part 
missing was the boot/trunk stay. 
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After completion and sale of the TR6 I was able to start restoration of the 250 in May 2015 and 
it was fairly quickly dismantled to the last nut and bolt, then commenced the restoration pro-
cess. All parts were cleaned, repaired where necessary or replaced. I tried to keep as much as 
possible original including having all the small fasteners and clips replated. The chassis was 
next on the list, some modifications were carried out to strengthen the known suspension weak 
points then it was sent for blasting & powder coating. On return, the chassis was filled with 
Dynax 5000 rust protection fluid. 
 

 
 
In the ‘70s, the engine unfortunately had been put together incorrectly, so it probably sounded 
bad after the rebuild which may have added to the owner losing interest in the car. It has now 
been rebuilt along with the triple Webers which came with the car restored to new condition. 
With an eye to the future, I have decided to fit hydraulic power steering at this point which 
should aid driving it in my advancing years.  
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Apart from welding up holes for accessories drilled by the previous owner, there has been only 
minor work on the body which has now been stripped to bare metal and resprayed in dark blue. 
Now the enjoyable part of reassembly can begin and hopefully this car will return to the road for 
its 50

th
 birthday in 2018. I hope you enjoy the photos. 
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When: Sunday, January 7th, 2018 
Where: Meet at Southgate Mall for 10.30 am 

Place: Colliery Dam Park 
Theme: “Tacky” Christmas Sweaters 

Our next Polar Bear Walk will be at Colliery Dam Park on Sunday, January 7th, 2018.  
As with previous walks we may take a short drive to get there, or go directly to the 
place, depending on weather conditions.  This is a “rain or shine”, any vehicle event, 
and will only be postponed if road conditions are unsafe. 
The walk has 2 options: 

Short, easy walk – a 1.1 km. loop along well maintained gravel pathways taking 
between 20 and 30 minutes. 

Longer, more difficult walk – an additional 0.8 km. loop adjoining the first loop, 
along gravel and rough pathways with inclines and fairly steep steps.  A total 
distance of approximately 2.0 km, taking approximately 40 to 60 minutes.  Hik-
ing boots are recommended. 

Dogs are allowed on leashes, and there is an off-leash area on the longer walk. 
A Trail Map is attached below if you want to print it out. 
 
After the walk we will be going to Smitty’s Restaurant at Southgate Mall for lunch, so if 
you want to car pool it may be a good idea.  After lunch we will be holding our raffle for 
the 1 year adoption of the OECC polar bear with papers, and all proceeds donated to 
the survival and protection of polar bears and their habitat.  Tickets will be $2.00 each, 
or $5.00 for 3.  Prizes will be awarded for the “tackiest” Christmas sweater and the po-
lar bear raffle. 
 
A sign-up sheet for the walk will be available at November’s meeting.  
If you plan on attending, please advise us by January 5th latest so that we can con-
firm numbers for the restaurant.  Please RSVP to malcolmh460@gmail.com and let 
us know how many people for lunch. 
Malcolm & Janet Hargrave 

9th Annual OECC Polar Bear Walk 

mailto:malcolmh460@gmail.com
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Loop 1 is in the green area 
Loop 2 is in the gray area 
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Held at Lantzville Legion – 7:00 PM 
 
Chairperson – Steve Roebuck  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Steve thanked everyone for attending.  
There was 1 new member present, Bryan Yates who owns a 1973 MGB. There were 
no guests present. There were 43 members in attendance.  
Steve thanked the previous Board Members for all their hard work. He then thanked the 
new Board members for 2018 for volunteering their time to the club.  
Regrets from Al Ramsay.  
Candy Francis motioned to approve the previous minutes of October 19th, 2017 and 
this was seconded by Doug Unia. Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer Report – Janet Hargrave  
 
As of the end of October 2017:  
Revenue $**** 
Expenses $****  
Net income $**** 
Bank balance $**** 
 
Membership Report – Bob Thompson  
 
Bob noted that he received 25 renewal memberships for 2018 for a total of 44 members 
before tonight. Bob reported that for 2017 there are currently 122 paid memberships for 
a total of 223 members.  
 
Branch Events – Howard Lockhart  
 
The Christmas banquet is December 2nd at Fairwinds Golf Course in Nanoose.  
Tickets are available tonight from Janet Hargrave. There will be a toy drive and numer-
ous prizes have been arranged by Val and Al Ramsay.  
It was also noted that several members have ordered tickets. Any member who has not 
picked up these tickets, please contact Janet Hargrave.  
The Polar Bear Walk is Sunday January 7th, 2018. A sign-up sheet is being circulated 
during the meeting. The prize will be awarded for the “tackiest” Christmas sweater and 
the polar bear raffle. If you plan on attending please reply to malcolmh460@gmail.com 
prior to January 5th, 2018. Details of the event can be found on the website.  
 
 
 

Minutes of General Meeting, Thursday,  November 16th 2017 
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Mileage Award – Steve Roebuck 
  
There is one member registered for 2017. If someone wants to register for 2018 have 
an Executive member sign off on a photograph your odometer. 2500 miles needed in 
12 months- November 01 to October 31.  
There is also the BCCI Award requires another reading April 01st requires 3000 miles. 
The club will submit to BCCI on behalf of branches and members once registered.  
 
Beano Report – Graeme Cook  
 
Steve stated that we still needed an Editor for the Beano for 2018 and asked again if 
anyone was willing to take this position. As no one volunteered Bob Thompson stated 
that he would take the position.  
 
Website Report – Paul Tilroe  
 
Paul noted that the Polar Bear Walk event is on the website.  
He has also been able to put all the pictures given to him by Cathy Gislason on to the 
website. The pictures were taken between 1993 – 2012 and are on the Photo Gallery 
Page at the bottom. Many thanks to Paul for completing this digital archive for our club!  
 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry 
  
Marilyn stated that they are still working on the new system. Two websites are being 
reviewed and hopefully will have a decision in the New Year. Badges are available from 
her.  
 
New Business – Steve Roebuck 
  
There was no new business to report.  
Steve Harris knows of someone selling three vehicles-an MGA fully restored (above 
$25,000), an MGTB fully restored (low 20,000) and an Austin Gypsey, chassy com-
pletely redone but the body needs some work ($8,000). Steve has the phone number if 
anyone is interested.  
Merv Steg saw another vehicle in his neighbourhood, a Morgan 4 for $14,000.  
Steve noted that the car club has business cards to give out to prospective new mem-
bers. Janet Pidwysocki has these cards. If you would like some cards please contact 
her and she will bring to the next meeting. 
 
Merv’s Car of the Month – Merv Steg 
  
Steve Harris guessed the mystery car which was the Royal Enfield.  
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50/50 Draw 
  
The winner of the 50/50 Draw was Steve Wohlleben. He was wearing his name badge. 
He won $63.00.  
 
Adjournment of Business Meeting  
 
The business portion of the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. Motion made by Ron 
Heyes and seconded by Dennis Millard. Motion was carried.  
 
Presentation - Brian Collings  
 
Brian presented an informative show on Steering Geometry.  
 
Janet Pidwysocki  
Branch Secretary 
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Sunday 7th January 2018  -  9th Annual OECC Polar Bear Walk 
 
Upcoming Monthly meetings…  January 18th 2018 & February 15th 2018. 
7:00 P.M. @ Lantzville Legion 
 
See Website for more details of the above events. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
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OECC CIB Executive 

Chairperson:  Stephen Roebuck  Phone: 250-740-1171 Email: steve@rbck.ca 
 
Past Chairperson: Cathy Gislason Phone: 250-723-4372 Email: cath@island.net 
 
Vice Chairperson: Al Ramsay  Phone: 250-585-6368 Email: valandalramsay@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:  Brian Collings Phone: 250-729-9833 Email: VIchums2@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  Janet Hargrave Phone: 250-741-0584 Email: jnthgrv@gmail.com 
  
Secretary:    Janet Pidwysocki Phone: 250-929-3698 Email: kjpidwysocki@gmail.com 
 
Events 
Coordinator:  Howard Lockhart Phone: 250-802-3340 Email: Tr7@live.ca 
 
Beano 
Newsletter:  Graeme Cook Phone: 250-585-6972 Email: graeme4a@gmail.com 
 
Web Master:    Paul Tilroe  Phone: 250-716-8920 Email: oecccib@gmail.com 
     
Regalia:    Marilyn Tarry  Phone: 250-591-3124 Email: tarmarog2006@gmail.com 
 
Membership 
/Roster:  Bob Thompson Phone: 250-716-8920 Email:oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

 
Special pricing to all OECC members, 
contact us directly to get the best price! 
 
Phone: 250 927 4634 
Email: dave@oceansideautoappraisers.com 
Web: www.oceansideautoappraisers.com 

mailto:dave@oceansideautoappraisers.com
http://www.oceansideautoappraisers.com

