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Chair Report  - November—December,  2019 

Hello Members 
 
This will be my final report as Chairman. On January 1, 2020 Jim 
Stewart takes over and I become the new past chairman replacing 
Steve Roebuck. The position of Past Chairman has evolved into a 
position of a senior statesman. Although I do not claim to be a 
statesman, I am a senior and I hope that I can fill the position for 
the next two years as well as Steve has.  

 
Val and I joined the club and this branch in the summer of 2011. I was elected to 
the position of Treasurer in 2012 for two years. I then served as Vice Chair for 3 
more years. I have just finished my two year term as Chairman and now am 
going to do a term of 2 more years as Past Chairman. For anyone doing the math, 
that means when it is over, I will have been a member for 10 years and served on 
the Executive for 9 years. I have really enjoyed my time but I am also really 
happy to see the influx of new members to the Executive instead of recycling 
present ones. It is a very common flaw that happens in all groups and in life, 
letting others continue in the job until burnout. We all serve as we can but we all 
need to serve sometime somehow. 
 
I have worked with many members of our Branch on the Executive and the 
membership in general and want to thank them all for their hard work and 
dedication. It made my job much easier.  
 
The past year has been very busy for our Branch with several new events added 
to the traditional ones. Our signature event, Brits on The Beach, has continued to 
grow and has been exceptionally well managed and organized by our in coming 
Chairman, Jim Stewart. He is leaving a great template for those who will run the 
event in the future. Jim has also been a great support to me over the past two 
years using his considerable management skills to keep me on line. Thank you 
Jim. 

Al Ramsay, Branch Chairman 
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I would also like to acknowledge my thanks to a person who is no longer with us. 
Bob Thompson passed away last year and is greatly missed not only by our 
Branch but also on the Club level where he served on the Executive. Bob was a 
details man and always had my back with backups on computer and sometimes 
more importantly on paper when I needed them. 
 
November and December are usually fairly quiet months for our Branch, but we 
did have a couple of groups attend the Ford Vs Ferrari movie. My group went in 
the afternoon and enjoyed it greatly. Then we went out for a light dinner at 
Boston Pizza. We discussed doing it more often, so look for announcements next 
year and join us. There may even be room for movies where the focus is not on 
cars. 
 
The Annual Christmas Party was held on Dec 7th at the Fairwinds Golf Course. 
The meal was terrific, turkey with all the extras and roast beef and Yorkshire 
Pudding..MMMM! Thanks to Deborah Swail and her committee for a wonderful 
evening.  We raised over $400.00 in gift certificates and a number of nice toys for 
the Children’s Christmas Drive. Al Thompson was presented with his glass coffee 
mug to honour him as a past Chairman of the Branch. For those who missed it, 
Janet Hargrave requested the traditional musical chairs be reversed with the ladies 
seated and the men walking about. It was a great success. Wait until next year!  
 
In closing, I would also like to acknowledge that none of my work would have be 
possible without the support and strength of my wife Valerie. She has often taken 
a backseat (pun intended) and put up with a lot to support my British Car habit. 
Val…Thank you from my heart. 
 
Hopefully we will see lots of you out at the Polar Bear Walk on January 5th. and 
at the January 16th meeting to welcome in the new Executive. 
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Membership Report 

 
 

As of publication date we have a total of: 

121 memberships, for a total of 205 members for 2019.    

Contact Dale Kastanis at: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

Membership goes from January 1,  to December 31. 

     TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

If you have not done so yet, you can  pay on-line for 
your membership, however, you still need to fill out 
the membership application and forward it to the 
Membership Registrar. Your payment goes directly  
into the Club bank account. 

More information can be found on the link below: 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/about_us.htm 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME. You can either come to one of 
our branch meetings or use the above link to join. 

 

 

mailto:oecccibmembers@gmail.com
https://www.oecc.ca/cib/about_us.htm
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Thanks go out to all our members who have contributed to each issue of the 
Beano this year. Could not have done this without you. 
 
In this issue you will see two articles from Steve Harris.  Merv Steg has 
written an interesting article about his solo trip down to Southern 
California.  As Mini is celebrating it’s 60th year, Malcolm has submitted an 
article to celebrate this milestone.  You will see two articles for the October 
Ferry to Gabriola Tour on November 3rd.  Paul Tilroe had sent me an 
email to say that the photos are on the web under Misc. Events for 2019, so 
I put together a collage of some of the photos.  I later received several 
emails from Steve Wohlleban who organized this run.  He submitted a 
great article and many photos for me to use. To round off this issue, 
Deborah Swail has written about the Christmas Party. 
 
For your convenience, I have added the contact information for our 
upcoming Executive for 2020 as well as our outgoing 2019 Executive who 
it has been a pleasure to work with and I look forward to working with the 
new members on the Executive next year.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Very Healthy, Happy 
New Year. 
 
Keep those articles for the Beano coming! 
 
I can be reached at hedges.al@gmail.com 

Adèle Hedges  

mailto:hedges.al@gmail.com
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FRONT COVER 

Steve Harris wrote the following article for the RROC Club some time ago and thought 
it might of interest to our members. 
 
Here be a bit of History and resurrection of a 1932 20/25 Rolls 
body by Carlton serial # GMU7 ……… 
Built by order by 7-7-32 delivered from Lillie Hall with Reg. # 
GY7496 which it still carries today. 
 
A Mr. P. O’Hea of Bradford on Avon would summer at home 
and winter in Italy so he ordered it as a close coupled saloon on a long wheel base built 
for long distance, features of extra louvers, special springs, heavy luggage rack, a 
second side mount and other custom bits. Driving GMU7 till war time, then selling the 
car on …. Two more owners Humphrys & Brooks and a Mr. M. Robson had brought 
the car to Vancouver about 53 or 54 Selling it on to Gerald Langtry in the late 1950’s 
…. Now the car surfaces at the FIRST Meeting of this B.C. Region May 14 1961 with 
Gerald Langtry, Ted Reich, Shane Davis, Al McEwan, John Pierson and more, and Dr. 
Ronald Barber as the new Chairman….. GMU7 was wearing a Grey & Black Coat then 
…. 
in 1966 the car was traded to WETMORE Motors in North Van. where Member Fred 
Ernest worked where it stayed for Four years. Then in April 1970 Sold to Mr. Peter 
Sowden of Sydney B.C. ….. Later to be seen at a Spring Meet 1972 at The Waddling 
Dog Hotel with Barry Sucksmith and Hall MacKenzie attending. Soon after GMU7 
was in NEED! Peter being a Wood Craftsman dismantled the body and re-timbered 
much of it, then re assembled. Time moved on and the Sowden Family moved to 
Saltspring Island taking GMU7 with them …. Over time more work was done but not 
to see the road ….. 
        In the Spring of 2012 the family put the car up For Sale …. Just what I needed 
another Project!!! So I, Steve bought the Car … And with another Four years of work 
and Cash I got GMU7 up and running … Possibly another house would have been 
easier ….. Note 1932 was improvement year for Syncro in 3&4 and first year for 
electric Petrol gauge … 
          

The Mechanics were in a terrible state , Two ATLAS tires 
with cord showing, EH! a cracked Block not found till 
flushed the crud out, and the Head! OUCH! , Exhaust 
system had one tone ‘LOUD’ ! Clutch would get so hot you 
thought you had a heater, ….. So OK I dove into it , luckily 
there is lots of help out there …. Just throw Cash! So talk to 
Julian of Ristis UK for the Head and Carb Jets and ballast 
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resister etc. etc. Send the Block to the Vintage Garage Vermont and Pierce Reid / Bill 
Cook will fix it , sleeve It, new pistons, Derby con rods as they are drilled oil ways 
better than 20/25 external oil pipes, 
The water pump complete rebuild, all new big end bearings of white metal made from 
each mandrel I sent to Vermont… On & On till all parts home … now 
assemble  IMPORTANT to Purge the entire engine oil system … so I built a bladder 
gallon can with a small compressor hooked up with a 22 pound control hooked to the oil 
pump line  with a friend hand cranking the engine slowly I was under watching the 
orifices spew oil till all showing of clean oil.  Yep! GMU7 now has a Shaw Aluminum 
Head, the Final Solution …. EH! the Clutch was the easy part! … Chrome, only half the 
car needed re-plating …. 
And Leather Interior, Headliner which had been started by former owner , now complete 
in original Grey Trim … 
The Exterior Paint , I had done by a local Hot Rod builder in a Custom Yellow to give 
the car more Life … 
        Much Much More to the point of having to bite the Bullet and get the Radiator Re-
cored OUCH! OUCH! ….  
So we here we are with Now with a Very Delightful Easy to DRIVE 20/25 that first 
time out Won its Class at The ABFM Vancouver …. GMU7 is now solid in every 
respect and Correct as Possible…. Would I do it again?  That remains to be seen as I 
have Three more British cars to Rebuild before I cannot….. It is Good to see a Proper 
Motorcar with local history back on the Road…  Cheers  Steve Harris          Have to sign 
off now as The Honey Do List is Calling! 
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The Mini: A brief history – 1959 to 2019 - 60 years 
on! 
Let’s take a look back through the car’s history, and ask what made this car so special? 
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What was Issigonis’s vision, and why has the Mini enjoyed such an enduring appeal? 

Issigonis, born in 1906, was a talented engineer and designer who worked for Humber, 

Austin and, from 1936, Morris Motors Ltd. There he worked on a number of cars, 

including the Morris Minor. In 1955 he was recruited by the British Motor Corporation 

(BMC) to design a family of new models. 

 

The smaller models took priority when fuel rationing was introduced by the Suez Crisis 

and development was accelerated. In August 1959 the Morris Mini Minor and the Austin 

Seven were introduced, however it wasn't until 1961 that they were renamed as the 

Austin Mini, and eight years after that, Mini became a marque in its own right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issigonis’s design broke the mould, with its transverse-engine, front-wheel-drive layout and 

incredibly compact dimensions. It revolutionised the small car and became the best-selling 

British car in history, with a production run of 5.3 million units. Production ran until 2000. 
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During that time, the Mini underwent numerous changes of engines, and detail upgrades were 
made to its exterior design. Different body styles were created too, but its fundamental character 
and layout were unchanged, and it was the “standard” two-door model that had the most appeal. 
So much so that the final model that rolled off the production line in 2000 didn’t look very much 
different to the original 1959 car  



 

Page 11 

During its lifespan the original Mini was produced at various factories by BMC, British 

Leyland, and finally the Rover Group. The Rover Group was bought by BMW in 1994 and 

development on the all-new Mini got underway. The all-new Mini was revealed on what 

would have been the Mini creator’s, Sir Alec Issigonis’s, 107th birthday. 

 

Today’s Mini is, of course, very different to that first car. Under the ownership of the BMW 

Group, the Mini – or MINI, as it is officially labelled – is bigger, and is just one of a family of 

related models. A family that has expanded to incorporate many versions that Issigonis 

(who died in 1988) would never have dreamed of. 

 

At the 1997 Geneva Motor Show, Mini displayed two concept cars that suggested a 

possible new design direction – the Mini Spiritual and Spiritual Too – they were three and 

five-door models respectively, which aimed to re-interpret the original Mini’s concepts for the 

21st century. 

These futuristic-looking designs were something of a red herring, but with its white roof and 

round headlights, the retro-styled ACV30 concept car (based on an MGF and designed to 

celebrate the 30th anniversary of Mini's win at the 1967 Monte Carlo Rally) was a glimpse of 

things to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mini ACV30 Concept  

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/car-manufacturers/mini/10457375/Bigger-and-better-BMW-reveals-all-new-Mini.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/car-manufacturers/mini/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/car-manufacturers/mini/10456844/Why-BMW-has-been-the-making-of-Mini.html
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When BMW sold the Rover Group in 2000, it retained ownership of the Mini name, and in 

2001 BMW launched what it thought a modern Mini should be. 

 

The new car was built at its plant in Cowley, near Oxford, and although many fans of the 

original Mini mocked the newcomer's larger dimensions and faux-historical design, it struck 

a chord and proved to be a huge commercial success. 

 

Personalisation was a key part of the car’s appeal, and thousands of different colour and 

trim options were offered. Buyers lapped it up and the average price of Minis leaving the 

showroom far exceeded their list prices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sportier Cooper models; a convertible, and a quirky Clubman version with a rear-hinged 

side door followed. An updated model with new engines, interior and all-new (but very 

similar) exterior was launched in 2006  



 

Page 13 

Mini stretched the idea of what a Mini could be when it launched the Countryman in 2010. 
The “crossover” model was the biggest Mini ever, and was available with four-wheel drive. 
Unlike the existing models, it was built not in England, but in Austria. Despite more than a 

few snide sneers and comments, it has become a global sales success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next generation of Mini pushed the concept to new limits. As well as the new three-

door model, a five-door hatchback, and even an estate car joined the range. It is not hard 

to believe that even more variants will continue to hit the showrooms! 

 

Whether or not Sir Alec Issigonis would have approved of today’s Mini, the fact that the 

new models will inevitably be compared with the one he designed 60 years ago is 

testament to just how much that original car is loved and revered. 

 

Originally written by Leo Wilkinson for The Telegraph in 2013.   

Edited for OECC by Malcolm Hargrave  
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A preamble... 
Well, in early spring I communicated with Malcolm that, as the newly elected 
President of the Gabriola Cruisers Auto Club, and as a member of the OECC, I 
wished to plan a road trip for the Club to visit Gabriola during the summer. 
He thought it was a good idea and suggested that I should get back to him with 
a proposed date...Hahaha! Little did I know what being "Pres." of our local 
Club would entail! So after the summer had passed and I had regained some 
sanity, I again communicated with Malcolm to apologise for not making a 
proposal and he replied "Why not October/November?". O.K. I think, why would 
you come to Gabriola in October, and then it came to me.... 
 
October Ferry to Gabriola is a novel by Malcolm Lowry 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:OctoberFerryToGabriola.jpg 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_Lowry  
Edited by his widow Margerie  Bonner, it was posthumously published in 1970 
It is an existential love story featuring a Lowry-like character, Ethan Lleweyllen, and 
his wife, in their never-fully-consummated journey to Gabriola, one of the Gulf Islands 
off the east coast of Vancouver Island in British Columbia. The themes are living, 
loving, drinking, travel, mysticism, and literature in the 1940s. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margerie_Bonner 
 
We (the Cruisers) had recently hosted 30 vehicles and 65 members of the 
Vintage Car Club of Canada for a one day tour of the island and it had come 
off wonderfully in spite of our roads being torn up two days before the tour 
requiring great flexibility of the organizing group in dealing with route 
changes, timings, parking requirements etc. (We do have 14 kilometres of 
new chip seal, with great debate on whether this is the route for rural 
roads to go!) So I knew we could pull it off. I checked the proposed route a 
couple of times concerned with road conditions and whether the potholes 
would be too large to navigate and how much washboard had developed by the 
Gun Club. All seemed in order and although the response was not huge it 
could easily be handled and a few fellow Cruisers quickly raised their hands 
to help out. The weather was cooperating and the 
roads were dry. The pumpkins were out in force 
and although we would arrive at a maximum ebb, 
the current at Gabriola Pass would not be as 
spectacular as hoped. A few days before the event 
I came across a sign which told me the Morris 
Garage guys were rooting for me as we would be 
driving the road to Drumbeg on its last day!  

THE ALMOST OCTOBER FERRY TO GABRIOLA,  
HOW DID THAT HAPPEN? By Steve Wohlleben 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:OctoberFerryToGabriola.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_Lowry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margerie_Bonner
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So 19 brave souls, who you may recognize in the photographic evidence of the 
event included herein, caught an "almost" October ferry to Gabriola on 
Sunday November 3rd (the 9:25) and proceeded up South Road to the Gabriola 
Museum, a few short minutes from their arrival point.  There they were met 
by myself and a few additional Cruisers and local OECC members and following 
the usual lengthy discussion/meeting groups (b.s.?) forming and slowly being 
herded into the Museum proper, the activities commenced. Coffee was of 
particular importance for at least one individual and cookies were also 
provided by Museum staff, Dawn Fulton. Museum President, Joan Merrifield 
introduced Charlotte Cameron, author of "October Ferries to Gabriola: A 
Radio Play for Five Actors" (published 2017) who proceeded to provide an 
enlightening description of Lowry's background and how his writing detailed 
the events he witnessed. 
https://gabriolamuseum.org/celebrating-the-70th-anniversary-of-malcolm-lowrys-
inspiration-for-october-ferry-to-gabriola/ 
I must say that her reading of Lowry's description of the original ferry, the Artriva, 
unloading it's cargo of local humanity was reminiscent of a scene still evident today 
and I noticed how that many of Malcolm's observations are still valid many years 
later. Following Charlottes presentation, Janet the museum archivist, 
greeted small groups in the upstairs archives which are not usually open to 
the public. As an aside, I had suggested that a $2/p.p. donation would be 
appreciated to help maintain the Museum and the collection and I am pleased 
to report that the Museum collected some $80 in donations. Thank you all, on  
behalf of the Museum! 
 
 

https://gabriolamuseum.org/celebrating-the-70th-anniversary-of-malcolm-lowrys-inspiration-for-october-ferry-to-gabriola/
https://gabriolamuseum.org/celebrating-the-70th-anniversary-of-malcolm-lowrys-inspiration-for-october-ferry-to-gabriola/
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We exited the Museum and proceeded through "downtown Gabriola" in an orderly 
fashion, passed Folklife Village, recycled from Expo 86,  on past the Gabriola 
Commons and the elementary school and proceeded along North Road, carefully 
avoiding the numerous carved Pumpkins remaining along the road edge through the 
Tunnel. We travelled across the island on the gravelled Tait Road, past the Gun Club 
and up Hess Road to the top of the island, all in an effort to show off a great view out 
over Mudge and Valdes Islands, only to be met with mist and a windy, bumpy, maple 
leaf strewn pathway to the Brickyard and then on to South Road, through El Verano, 
past the boat launch and the Gabriola Cemetery, and on to Descanso Bay Provincial 
Park. 

 
There we split into a number of groups 
and walked the shoreline and enjoyed 
the vistas. Reconvening in the parking 
lot some 30 minutes later, we departed 
for Pages Marina (and bookstore) on 
Silva Bay for a quick rest stop for some, 
and more coffee, as provided by owner 
Gloria Hatfield, for someone else! 

We departed, heading south on South Road, past Silva Bay, now on to North Road, 
back to Tait Road and again, up and over the island in another vain attempt at 
showing off the view, as the sun had started to peak out through the clouds. Well the 
drive was again lovely but I can't remember whether anything was visible in the 
distance. Now back to Brickyard, this time we turned right heading north on South Rd., 
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past the Golf Course and the Museum and the ferry and on to the Malaspina Galleries. 
At this point the group split with some wishing to head for the Pub in order to make the 
early 3:05 departure while others preferred the hike. This worked very well for all as the 
first group secured seating for us all and the staggered group appeared to help the 
cook staff keep up with the food orders pretty well throughout the meal. 
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I stayed at the Galleries and escorted a few brave souls on the short 
excursion to the amazing sandstone structure and then we joined the rest at 
a busy Surf Pub. All appeared to be engaged, enlivened and fed and watered 
appropriately with some making the early departure and the remainder 
choosing the later 4:20. All in all it was a great day! No one got lost, no 
breakdowns and no deer or turkeys were sacrificed. Thanks for coming and 
come back soon! 
 
 
Cheers 
Steve Wohlleben - Member OECC 
President - Gabriola Cruisers Auto Club 
http://www.gabriolacruisersautoclub.ca/ 
 

http://www.gabriolacruisersautoclub.ca/
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OCTOBER FERRY TO GABRIOLA TOUR—NOVEMBER 3, 2019 

WAITING FOR THE FERRY AND ON THEIR WAY 
 

 

THEY HAVE ARRIVED 
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Photo credits: 
Steve Roebuck, Malcolm Hargrave and Bonnie Smith 
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Editor’s Note:  Steve Harris wrote the following article for a club in the UK 
and thought he would share it with the Beano readers.  I first had it on the 
front cover, but when Steve sent me the photos of  his 1932 Rolls Royce 
20/25 in the snow with red bow and Christmas lights on their house—
Faulty Towers, I thought I would switch everything around as very 
appropriate the December issue. 

This 1930 T80 #1765 is now on the Road… This Creation started Life in India and was 
last photographed at the Calcutta Statesman Rally owned by Mr. Tagore in 1968 … In 
1992 it came to North America to a British car collector, he had some work done on it 
but was unable to continue thus selling it to me in 2007. I live on the west coast of 
Canada where Parts are nonexistent so I pondered for seven years about this car and 
took stock of missing parts and work needed… I found the missing road wheel in 
Australia and much help of other missing bits from this Club from Ian Coomber, Nigel 
Irving, Colin Bolton and  John Novell…. Also Valuable Information on what to and 
how to…. During this time I restored a 1932 Carlton 20/25 Rolls Royce, in retrospect, 
the Hurlingham was less complicated and took less cash and time ….  
This ‘T80’ was the last Super Hero Vauxhall … It has a larger bore & higher 
Compression of 6 to 1 giving BHP@ 80.5 … Larger ports & valve lift, larger Zenith ‘U 
type’ carb. and rear Axel Ratio of 4.18 to 1… The former owner installed a 1971 Jaguar 
4 speed Box with OD ….  And now Post restoration , This Automobile really GO’s ….. 
I started to dismantle three years ago and rebuild the direct feed oil pipes to each main 
bearing, fix a small crack in the block, find a new timing chain at a Harley Davidson 
dealer in New Jersey USA, this being a triple wide roller bearing chain our local 
supplier chuckled…. And Rings, Bearings, Valve Grind , make a new worm gear for oil 
drive to pump Etc Etc …..  
The Car showed signs of a economy restoration of the 1970’s, but all the paint had to 
come off…. All new leather & carpets, chrome …. make the engine hood chrome 
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spears, Tires, Three trips to Beaulieu Autojumble Etc . 
The car came with No original Gauges thus I found Period Correct bits and a Jag XK120 
Speedo, now working well…. 
All wings off, repair the oil lines from the Bijur oiler to all springs, New wood in the Door 
Posts, More, Much more…  
       You get the Idea… It took Seven months of intense work with years of planning to reach 
the May 10th 2019 date od run-up ….           Now as for my choice of Paint ….  The Original 
1930 Sales Brochure States ‘The Factory will paint “To the Customers Choice”…. I had a 
Think on this for Years and decided to give this Hurlingham it’s own Signature … I searched 
for a Boat Tail Theme and color, This led me to a French Curve side to symbolize the Wave 
of Blue Water and the White Cream of the Surf….. For this is a Very Special Automobile, I 
believe Mission Accomplished…. 
        The Results of my labors is a Very Drivable Fast 80MPH with great braking, solid front 
end with the Factory improved Axels, Lovejoy Shocks, Delco Coil and Distributer…. 
Original Twin Sidemounts… Now with an Electric working Petrol Gauge. 
It is a Privilege to be the custodian of this mostly forgotten piece of Luton History ….. 
Perhaps this Hurlingham will return to the country roads of England where it belongs 
….     Steve Harris 
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OECC EVENTS 2020 

Details about upcoming events and car runs can be found here: 
www.oecc.ca/cib/branch_events  Check OECC 2020 Events for more details, or calendar. 
 
Malcom Hargrave, our Events Promoter for 2020 can be reached at malcolmh460@gmail.com 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
January 5—9th Annual Polar Bear Walk—see  Poster  next page for registration deadline and details 
January 16—Branch Meeting—7:00pm at Lantzville Canadian Legion 
February 9—Five Pin Bowling organized by Marilyn Tarry.  Starts at 1:45 to give you time to put on 
your shoes and pay at the desk.  Dinner to be organized for after.  Sign up sheet and more details at  
January meeting. 
February 20—Branch Meeting—7:00pm at Lantzville Canadian Legion 

PAST PRESENTATIONS 

List of presentations for members to request for their needs, please contact Brian Collings 
at vichums2@gmail.com 
 
PowerPoint Presentations 
A History of Lotus Cars 
A History of Jaguar Cars 
Jenson Cars 
Triumph Stag 
Wheels of Fortune 
TR6 problem areas 
Alternative Fuels 
Hillman Husky 
Lancaster Bomber rebuild at the BC Aviation Museum 
 
Word Documents 
History of the MGB 
MGB upholstery  
Jaguar XK8 History & updates 
Choosing tire types 
Engine testing & development  (Aston Martin Tickford) 
Ethanol in Gasoline 
Preparing your car for winter storage (10 easy steps) 
What is Tuning? 
Oil Bible (with links) 
 
PDF files 
Steering geometry & wheel alignment 
 
YouTube 
Dream cars, building a Jaguar XF 
Mario Andretti Race car 
Duke engine   

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/branch_events.htm
mailto:malcolmh460@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com


 

Page 25 



 

Page 26 

THESE BOOTS ARE MADE FOR WALKING 
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.  
 
 

Minutes of the General Meeting, Thursday,  November 21, 2019 

Held at the Lantzville Legion at 7:00pm 

 
Executive Members Present: 

 
Al Ramsay   Chairperson 
Jim Stewart  Vice-Chairperson 
Julie McKay  Treasurer 
Janice Collings  Co-Secretary 
Sylvia Sparke  Co-Secretary 
Steve Roebuck  Past Chairperson/Membership Chair 
Brian Collings  Presentation Coordinator 
Malcolm Hargrave Events Promoter 
Adèle Hedges  BEANO Editor 
Paul Tilroe   Webmaster 
Marilyn Tarry  Regalia 
 
Call to Order – The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00pm by Al Ramsay. 
 
Al welcomed everyone to the meeting and noted that this would be his last meeting as 
Chairperson. He thanked the current Executive Members for their work and support 
over the past year and in particular, Jim Stewart for organizing a very successful Brits 
on The Beach. 
 
There were 47 members present at the meeting. 
 
Welcome to New Members and Guests  
 
Al Ramsay noted that he had just sold his Triumph TR6 that day to Dave Eddleston. 
Dave was awarded free membership of the club for one year for buying a British car 
from a current member. 
 
Other new members are: 
 

Jerry and Deb Hagen from Nanaimo who currently own a 1963 Sunbeam Alpine. 
David Douglas from Parksville who is currently looking for a British car. 
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Approval of October 17, 2019 General Meeting Minutes  
 
Motion: To approve the Minutes of the October 17, 2019 General Meeting 
Minutes, as distributed. 
Moved – Peter Sparke  Seconded – Roger Tarry                       
Carried 
 
Treasurer’s Report to October 31, 2019 – Julie McKay 
 
Total Revenue $XXXXX 
 
Total Expenses $XXXXX 
 
Net Income $XXXXX 
 
Bank Balance $XXXXX 
 
Motion: To Approve the Treasurer’s Report. 
Moved – Bob Colclough  Seconded – Patrick James                    
Carried 
 
 
Membership Report – Steve Roebuck 
 
Memberships   121  
 
Members   205 (including spouses and partners) 
 
These figures are as per the October 17, 2019 General Meeting. 
 
Branch Events – Malcolm Hargrave 
 
Malcolm noted that 29 members attended the social night at the Black Bear Pub. He is 
looking to plan a similar event in March 2020.  
 
The Ferry to Gabriola event turned out to be a good day with 19 members and 11 cars 
attending. 
 
Come rain or shine, the 11th Annual Polar Bear Walk will take place on Sunday, 
January 5th, 2020 at the Morrell Nature Sanctuary. Meet at Southgate Mall at 10:00am. 
The theme is “LUMBERJACKS”. 
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BEANO Report – Adèle Hedges  
 
Adèle noted that the next issue of the BEANO will be out before Christmas.  
 
Website Report – Patrick James 
 
New, Executive Member Patrick James had nothing to report at this time as he is going 
through the process of learning the job and bringing himself up to speed. 
 
Regalia Report – Marilyn Tarry 
 
Marilyn noted that three dozen, Cobalt Blue coffee mugs are on order and should be 
available for sale before the Christmas party at a cost of $7.00 each. 
 
Marilyn noted that if any new member wants to order a name badge, they should 
contact her. The badges are $9.00 each. 
 
Old Business – 2019 Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales – Deborah Swail 
 
This year’s Christmas Party will take place on Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 
Fairwinds Golf Club.  
Drinks at 6:00pm and dinner at 7:00pm. You will be happy to know that sticky toffee 
pudding will be on the menu this year. 
 
Deborah noted that 61 tickets have been sold. There are some great door prizes to be 
won at this year. 
 
Anyone with food allergies are asked to notify Deborah as soon as possible. 
 
Gifts of unwrapped toys and gift cards will be gratefully accepted for the Nanaimo Toy 
Drive.  
 
2019 Restoration Awards 
 
No restoration award has been applied for as no member has completed a restoration 
this year. 
 
New Business - Ladysmith Council Presentation – Jim Stewart 
 
Al, Jim and Bob Colclough made a presentation to Ladysmith Town Council on 
Monday, 18 Nov 19. They covered the things that make BOTB unique, who goes to it, 
who supports the event, who benefits from it and our plans for the 20th Anniversary 
next year. They also explained that, with our donation of almost $2,300 to the Food  
Bank this year, the $250 Grant In Aid we received generated a return for Ladysmith of 
almost 10:1. At the end of the presentation Mayor Stone and Councillor MacKay both  
made statements which were very supportive of BOTB. 
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Status of Monthly Meetings in 2020 – Jim Stewart 
 
Jim explained that, as a result of the feedback from the Membership Survey, we will 
be making changes to the Monthly Meetings and Presentations beginning in January. 
We will use outside speakers to cover a wide range of topics, for example, Travel, 
Health and Financial Planning. Meetings will begin with the Presentation which will be 
followed by a condensed business section. 
 
50/50 Draw – Jim Stewart 
 
Amount:  $74.00 or $79.00 with a name badge. 
Winner:  Al Falkenberg 
Name Badge: No 
 
Adjournment of Business Meeting     
 
Motion: To adjourn the Meeting at 7:55PM. 
Moved – Fred Grey   Seconded – Adèle  Hedges                     Carried  
 
Following the adjournment of the meeting, Merv Steg, with the help of Brian Collings, 
presented a report and photographic slide show on his recent trip to Portland ABFM 
and Santa Maria Triumphest 2019 and on to Ventura.  
 
Submitted by Janice Collings 
Branch Co-Secretary 
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I left Victoria September 6th on a blue sky sunny day on the COHO ferry to Port Angles 

on what would be a 3,000 mile journey without any particular preparations to my TR7 

Spider other than replacing my 12 year old tires with new ones and installing an anti roll 

bar lowering kit with offset that would change the camber from zero to 1.5 degrees 

positive to counter a stubborn wheel wobble. Traveling alone, I Airbnb'd it, arriving in 

Portland to be greeted by a little black outdoor kitty with specific instructions not to let it 

inside. The next day was the Portland All British Field Meet and out of 500 to 600 cars 

they get, I was the only TR7 there. Although TR7s were to be judged this year with the 

TR8s, when it came time for the awards they gave me a 1st place ribbon for TR7 

category anyways, perhaps to encourage more TR7s to attend next year or perhaps some 

whispered in someone’s ear that the TR7 category should continue to be separate. The 

day was spent talking to friends and watching a few of the many car races taking place 

on track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Long Way Down (to Triumphest 2019 Santa Maria) 
By Merv Stev 
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The next day was cool and cloudy with rain threating so decided to leave early and head 

for the coast and maybe getting a little kayaking in at the Airbnb but arriving in Yachats 

WA, it was raining and the wind blustery. The following day was the same going down 

the #101 until I got to the California vegetable check point at the border when the sun 

came out. No rain allowed in California. Staying in a rural house in Eureka I was greeted 

by two dogs and several cats (as well as owner) and got to meet a couple from 

Manchester, UK staying there and a girl from Kamloops, BC that was researching a book 

on the forest practices around Eureka. That night The youngest cat decided it wanted to 

keep me company and slept on my (it's) bed throughout the night. 

 

 
Highway #1—California 
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September 10th destination was another farmhouse Airbnb just outside of Petaluma and 

while the owner wasn't home, I let myself in while the dog wasn't sure I belonged until 

the owner came home then all was well. Went to sleep to the sound of croaking frogs 

and woke up to the sound of crowing rooster in the distance.  

September 11th morning put me in rush hour Petaluma traffic which surprisingly 

dissipated before the Golden Gate Bridge with San Francisco traffic being normal city 

travel. Tried to pay my bridge toll at a shop that collects it but it was done by computer 

with no provision for paying with out of country plates so they told me to forget it. 

Stopped in at Monterey for a stretch break and drove around the edge on the "scenic 

drive". Shortly heard a scraping sound after a sharp turn and checking three sides, at the 

back the heavy chrome muffler tips where dragging. There was a hole in the welded 

section when I left and the weight finally angled them down. A little up and down 

bending and they were left off on the side of the road. Sounded like I gained 50 hp. 

Seals by San Simeon Above Santa Barbara 

Beach House by Venice Golden Gate 
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Overnight at Morro Bay. 

September 12th got to the hotel in Santa Maria in the morning. I was the first one to ask 

about washing my car (1,350 miles of road grime) and they had someone bring out the 

hose, a pail and a gallon of car wash soap. Even had the young guy's supervisor come 

out to make sure everything was OK. The first night a group of wedge owners went for 

authentic Mexican food at a small restaurant. In the chaos, Monica ordered for us in 

Spanish and it went very smoothly because of her.  

The next day was autocross but didn't partake this year as I knew my brake pads were 

thin and had a noise coming from rear shocks (replacement time) and I had a long way 

still to go alone. After the event, a group of wedge owners went to nearby burger joint 

where I got to drive Michael Hart's Spider with the infamous on/off clutch and despite 

being warned about it, stalled it twice before I got the hang of it. After the meet and 

greet supper a group of wedge owners went for an impromptu evening drive to Avila 

Beach for ice cream.  

Saturday, September 14th was the car show with the Spiders lined up one, two, three, 

then the rest of the other ten wedges lined up in a row. A few thirties examples of 

Triumphs, Spitfires and GT6s line up front like so many colorful candies from an M&M 

box. The usual collection of earlier TRs including a TR6 that dumped it's gas like it 

didn't want it. Talked to many people there throughout the day.  After group of wedge 

owners went again to Jocko's for lunch and a beer then it was off until the banquet. Won 

the longest distance award (bottle of wine and medallion), a Gold Plus plaque for 

Funcours and (surprise) a plaque for best TR7/8 despite 8 of the 13 wedges having Gold 

or Gold Plus awards, the highest percentage of any multi car group. 
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Next day was off to Ventura to visit family, drove my nephew's Bolt EV to Venice 

Beach then a few days later it was time to head North using the #101 instead of #1 

Highway. First day went through San Franscico's rush hour (again but this time in 

afternoon). Traffic going south was stop and go for thirty miles but the #101 into SF 

was clear sailing, got lost a short time due to street construction all over the place in 

East SF but soon found my way to the GG Bridge. Stopped off for a break and to get 

some shots of the bridge (in the fog again). Sailed over the bridge for a couple  miles 

before getting caught in stop and go traffic jam from just north of the bridge to Santa 

Rosa (40  miles). Got to Lakeport Airbnb at twilight. Friendly family and friends, even 

the cat, Sammi, that wanted/went to sleep with me as she thinks it's her room I'm using. 

First cat I've seen that would go for walks around the neighborhood with the family dog 

like they were best friends.  
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 Next day was an uneventful clear day to Coos Bay, OR. House was on a hill with a 

good view of the bay. Finished off some brandy I had with the host and his friend and 

answered their questions they had about Canada until the neighbors dog came in to play 

with the host's dog's toys. He didn't seem to mind, very sharing dog. 

The next day was another country house in North Cove. WA. After Astoria, I went the 

wrong way listening to GPS (I guess technically it was a shorter albeit winding road) 

and that's when I got a grumbling from the front right disc telling me there was no more 

brake pad left so there was lots of strong arming the ebrake to slow down. Fortunately 

the traffic was light on the roads at that point.  

Final day, Sept. 21 it was up early and a dash to the 12:45pm ferry so I didn't get in too 

late. First time I've seen a red tide (looks like rusty water) which extended out for about 

a mile out of Port Angeles. Made it home safe and sound, needing a car wash, set of 

brakes, shocks and oh, heck may as well detail the front and rear suspension while I'm 

at it. It was good to see old friends I've known for ten years (Portland), those I met last 

year (Sacramento) and those in between. 
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This MGTC is a 1948 that started restoration in Hawaii in 1980, then more work by a 
new owner on Saltspring Island, then to Qualicum Beach then to Steve for finishing the 
restoration.  Steve says it is now a Very Good driver…  
 

 
This is a 1933 Rover 10 Special Tickford body by Salmons, being the only one known. 

 
 

Some more of  Steve Harris’s cars 

Many of our members have in the past visited Steve’s 
collection of cars.  Steve is willing to open up his and 
Barbara’s house (Faulty Towers) and many garages and 
even provide tea and cookies.  So a future run next year 
is in order.  
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It seems to be becoming a tradition that the weather, on the 
afternoon and evening of the day on which we hold the Christmas 
Party, turns to fog and rain. This year was no exception. Despite that, 
however, 59 people made the trip to Fairwinds Golf Club.  
 
I think Ken and Janet Pidwysocki came farthest – from Cobble Hill – 
although they did stay overnight with friends in Parksville. So perhaps 
Adrian and Helen Rice and Iain Colquhoun and Kathy Doyle, who 
drove up from Ladysmith, actually travelled farthest on the day. 
Unfortunately, we had 2 Members – Norm Hall and Peter Sparke - who 
had planned to come but were unable to make it because they were 
sick. 
 
The staff at Fairwinds do a wonderful job of preparing the room for us 
and the food this year - turkey, roast beef, salad, vegetables, 
Yorkshire pudding and so much more - was as plentiful and enjoyable 
as always. We had a special treat for dessert – sticky toffee pudding – 
and it was excellent. 
 
The traditional slide show, featuring photos from all our events during 
the year, was compiled by Paul Tilroe. Although Paul wasn’t there to 
enjoy it everyone else did and we are very grateful to him for putting 
it together for us.  
 
This year’s Member Of The Year is Marilyn Tarry in recognition of her 
never ending work on our Regalia and Name Badges, organizing the 
Bowling Day and her efforts at Brits On The Beach.  
 
The Piston Broke Award went to Sandy Smart for a memorable 
incident near Port Hardy during the Brits At The Sea tour. 
 
Graeme Cook received a Restoration Award for his multiple years of 
work on his beautiful Triumph 250 which he brought to this year’s 
Brits On The Beach.  
 
We had door prizes donated by John Amy, one of our Members; 
Churchill’s and The British Bobby in Parksville; McLean’s in Nanaimo; 
and Fairwinds Golf Club. Al Ramsay was pleased to win the latter 
because now he can take Val for a round of golf without having to 
pay! 

Christmas Dinner — December 7, 2019 
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Doug Unia supplied the music once more and kept us entertained and 
dancing! The now traditional game of musical chairs (this year Janet 
Hargrave suggested the women sat and the men did the running) was 
won by my other half, Jim Stewart, and Judy Unia. 
 
We had a wonderful time! 
 
But preparations have already begun for next year and Janet 
Hargrave has been busy this week scouting a venue that we haven’t 
considered before. Wherever we decide to hold the 2020 Party we 
hope to see more of you there.  
 

Submitted by Deborah Swail 
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PICTURES OF YOU AND YOUR CARS 

Members Only Gallery is an excellent tool to see pictures of members and their cars. 
These are evolving galleries so Steve Roebuck needs members to send in pictures of 
yourselves and your cars. Pictures of Us may have to be updated if you have an old 
picture of yourselves in the Gallery, also you may have acquired or sold a car, again 

Steve needs to know about this if you have photos in the Gallery. You can access 

this on the following link: www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery and scroll down to 
Members Only. You will have received User Name and Password to access this.  

Email Steve at steve@rbck.ca to send him photos for publication. 

OECC CIB Executive 2019         

 
 
Chairperson:  Al Ramsay                phone: 250-585-6368         Email: valandalramsay@gmail.com 
 
Past Chairperson: Stephen Roebuck  Phone: 250-756-4490         Email: steve@rbck.ca 
 
Vice Chairperson: Jim Stewart  Phone: 250-240-8610         Email: jstewart308@gmail.com 
 
Presentation         
Coordinator:  Brian Collings Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: vichums2@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  Julie McKay             Phone: 250-729-1331         Email: jamckay1@shaw.ca 
  
Secretary:    Sylvia Sparke          Phone: 250-468-9142         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
Secretary:    Janice Collings       Phone: 250-729-9833         Email: oecccibsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Memberships:         Steve Roebuck        Phone: 250-756-4490        Email: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 
 
Events 
Promoter:            Malcolm Hargrave Phone: 250-741-0584        Email: malcolmh460@gmail.com 
 
Beano 
Newsletter:  Adèle Hedges Phone: 250-468-5828       Email: hedges.al@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster:    Paul Tilroe  Phone: 250-716-8920       Email: oecccib@gmail.com 
 
Regalia:    Marilyn Tarry  Phone: 250-591-3124       Email: oeccregalia@gmail.com 

https://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery.htm 

SEE ALL THE FUN EVENTS WE HAVE HAD—no password needed 

http://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery
mailto:steve@rbck.ca
mailto:valandalramsay@gmail.com
mailto:steve@rbck.ca
mailto:mjstewart308@gmail.com
mailto:vichums2@gmail.com
mailto:mjamckay1@shaw.ca
mailto:oecccibsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:oecccibsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:moecccibsecretary@gmail.comail
mailto:malcolmh460@gmail.com
mailto:hedges.al@gmail.com
mailto:oecccib@gmail.com
mailto:oeccregalia@gmail.com
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HERE ARE THE CONTACTS FOR NEXT YEAR 
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Classified Page 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this 
publication as a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British 
cars, parts or services. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and 
consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.  
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