
The 10th Annual OECC Polar Bear Walk

When: Sunday, January 6th, 2019

Where: Meet at Southgate Mall for 10.30 am

Place: Hemer Provincial Park, Cedar

Theme: “Cowboy or Cowgirl outfits”

Our next Polar Bear Walk will be at Hemer Provincial Park in Cedar. We will be taking a fairly short drive from Southgate 
Mall and turning left onto Cedar Road, and then turning right after the Nanaimo River bridge into Cedar. Continue along 
Cedar Road to Hemer Road on the left (just past the Wheatsheaf Pub and Mahle House Restaurant). Continue along 
Hemer Road to the end where you can park at the entrance to Hemer Park. There are limited parking spaces at the 
park entrance, so car-pooling is recommended. Bring your cameras and binoculars.  Dogs allowed on leashes on all 
trails.

This is a “rain or shine”, any vehicle event, and will only be postponed if road conditions are unsafe.

There are 3 suggested walks:   They all start off at the park entrance and stay on the main trail, past the washrooms, 
until you reach the walk you choose:

1. Short, fairly easy walk to Lookout Platform and back again, taking approximately 25 minutes return.



2. Short, moderate walk to Lookout Platform, continuing a little further along the main trail and over the wooden 
foot-bridge, then taking the left-hand trail to loop back to the park entrance via the lakeside trail (turn left at 
Morden Colliery Trail sign), taking approximately 35 minutes return. Hiking boots recommended.

3. Longer, moderate walk past the Lookout Platform and continuing along the main trail, past a further three
trailheads, then turning left at the next marked trail. Loop back to the park entrance via the lakeside trail, over 
the metal foot-bridge, and turning left at Morden Colliery Trail sign. Takes approximately 50 minutes return.  
Hiking boots recommended.

A Trail Map is shown below. 

After the walk we will be going to Smitty’s Restaurant for lunch, so if you want to car pool at Southgate Mall it may be a 
good idea.  Please note that this year we have to pay a $200 deposit, so if you sign up for lunch please make sure you 
show up, or let us know by January 4th if you can’t make it.

After lunch we will be holding our raffle for the 1-year adoption of the OECC polar bear, along with adoption papers, and 
all proceeds will be donated to the survival and protection of polar bears and their habitat.  Tickets will be $2.00 each, or 
$5.00 for three.  Prizes will also be awarded for the most “interesting” Cowboy or Cowgirl Outfit. This year there will also 
be a separate 10th anniversary special raffle for just $1.00 per ticket. 

A sign-up sheet for the walk will be available on November 15th meeting.

If you plan on attending, please advise us by January 4th latest so that we can confirm numbers for the restaurant.  
Please RSVP to malcolmh460@gmail.com and let us know how many people for lunch.

Malcolm & Janet Hargrave
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