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Acting Vice Chair Report  - September  - October 
By Jim Stewart 

In my email a couple of weeks ago I spoke about everything that’s 
happening in the Branch at the moment. But the most important 
bit of that email was when I talked about your role in all of this - 
that the Branch’s future is where it should be - in your, the 
Members, hands.  
 
Why then did things recently reach a point where a vote on 
dissolution was even being contemplated? We’ve been digging for 
facts to help us understand the answer, so that we can avoid it 
occurring again. One thing that’s popped up has raised some 
interesting questions – and we need your help to answer them. 
 
It appears that most of the Members who have joined since 2011 
or 12 haven’t been participating in many Branch activities – events, 
runs or Meetings. I’ve chosen my words carefully, using “appears 
that”, “most” and “many”. We’re sure that ‘some’ of you who joined 
since 2011 have been participating in the Branch. But the 
perception is that ‘most’ haven’t. Since this group makes up about 
half of our total Memberships that’s obviously a concern. 
 
There are many reasons why this might be the case. For example, 
you might still be working; have a younger family; have other 
hobbies; be slowing down or have health issues; and be concerned 
you might not do a good job organizing an event/run. Or, you 
might find answers to your technical issues online in forums; think 
the Branch structure and meetings are ‘old fashioned’; and 
communicate with like-minded car owners on Facebook or other 
social media, rather than face-to-face. We’re sure there are others. 
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The point is, we don’t know what the Members who have joined 
since 2011 are thinking – and we want to find out. The Club and the 
Branch are going to become more fun, informal with a simple, less 
bureaucratic structure, welcoming and family friendly – but we will 
still need Members to participate and volunteer to help. 
 
So, if you joined the Branch after 2011, and particularly after 2015, 
contact me and tell me if my perception is right or wrong. We need 
your help so don’t say or do nothing – tell us what’s working, and 
what isn’t, for you. This is not the time to be shy or to hold back. 
Call me, my number is 250-240-8610, my email is 
jstewart308@gmail.com  
 
 
 
P.S. No doubt some of you see our focus on COVID safety rules as 
an over-reaction. Bear in mind that, no matter what we may think 
personally, in our Branch Executive roles we have to think about 
your safety (and the reputation of the Branch and Club). The 
number of COVID cases has been increasing rapidly, but we don’t 
want to cancel any more events. So, we have to adapt how we do, 
what we do, to meet the guidelines. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation. 

mailto:jstewart308@gmail.com
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Membership Report 

As of publication date we have a total of: 

116 memberships, for a total of 196 members for 2020.    

Contact Dale Kastanis at: oecccibmembers@gmail.com 

                 NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

New Members and Membership renewals 
can be paid  on-line. However, you still need 
to fill out the membership application and 
forward it to the Membership Registrar. Your 
payment goes directly into the branch bank            
account. 

More information can be found on the link below: 

https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm  

 

 

Paul Arthorne from Whitehorse, Yukon.   

Paul drives a 1979 Mini 1000 and a 1979 MGB GT 

 

mailto:oecccibmembers@gmail.com
https://www.oecc.ca/join.htm
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Well once again many members have submitted some interesting articles for this issue. 
 
Doug and Judy Unia tell us about their 1980 Triumph Dolomite Sprint which is featured 
on the front cover. 
 
Marilyn Tarry reminisces us about various cars she and Roger have owned with a story 
about a MGBGT that they owned in the UK. 
 
Sandy Smart wrote about the car run to Stamp Falls that he organized and I have added 
photo contributions from various members. 
 
Graham Miller wrote about his 1956 MGA and how he acquired it. 
 
New member Wayne McCargar wrote a comical story about what he takes with him on 
a run…..just in case.  I can relate to that as my husband Ken takes all kinds of stuff, 
after that I have to see what room is left for luggage on a long trip. 
 
For those of you, and I know there are many, who like to restore or maintain your 
British Classics, Graeme Cook has supplied links to many suppliers he has used. 
 
Malcolm Hargrave, a regular contributor has written an article about a Reliant Scimitar 
GTE SE5 that he and Janet owned in the UK.   
 
So you see, many members are more than willing to submit some very interesting 
articles, but despite many pleas for an Editor, no one has come forth.  The next issue 
will be my last and it could well be that the 127th Edition will be the last Beano, a 
shame, but so be it.   Over the years I have always enjoyed reading the Beano, all 
Editors have had their own style, but all were good. 
 
The November-December issue will include a write-up by Steve Harris about the garage 
tour on October 25 and for those of you who are members of the OECC Facebook page, 
I have posted some photos of Steve’s extensive collection.  We are lucky to have this so 
near as the reaction from a few was that they would love to see this collection.  I will be 
looking for more contributions for the November-December issue and can be reached at 
hedges.al@gmail.com 

Adèle Hedges  

mailto:hedges.al@gmail.com
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FRONT COVER 

 
 
 
We purchased the car from a fellow enthusiast in New York, thanks to a tip from 
former club member Mike Minter, in 2007.  
 
It had originally been sold in Switzerland, so it is left hand drive and has a metric 
speedometer. 
   
Over the time of our ownership, I have rebuilt the engine, gearbox and 
overdrive, suspension (upgrade) brakes (upgrade) electrical system (relays added 
for headlamps, driving lights, overdrive) and uprated the alternator. 
  
The interior has had seats redone, new carpets, and recently a new headliner. A 
friend refinished the wood door cappings and dashboard. 
 
Also a new vinyl roof has been completed. The windscreen was removed for 
repairs to the bottom of the frame to cure a leak, and replaced with a new seal. 
  
Some repairs to the bonnet have been done. 
 
We have enjoyed many runs and trips in the Sprint who we call Dolly. These 
include a trip to Disneyland and several Brits round the sea. 
 
 
                                                   Doug and Judy Unia 
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Tales from a British Car Enthusiast 
By Marilyn Tarry 

In England, Roger and I had over 100 different cars between us.  We had over 
an hours drive to and from work and as Roger was a vehicle technician he 
always had cars to do up or repair.  
 
We had several MGB’ s at one time and had scrapped several so had a good 
supply of parts. 
 
Going back to the late Eighties, Roger and I had had 13 cars in three months, 
all of them on my insurance policy and our insurance office was getting fed up 
with all the paper work. 
 
I put my foot down and said that the next car we had we would be keeping for 
a while.  We had a Ford Escort Mark 3 at the time and a friend had an 
MGBGT.  They had now got a new baby and it was not big enough, so we did 
a deal and ended up with a nice GT but I was not to happy as I had to do the 
paper work again, but I must admit we got a really nice black MGBGT, black 
with nice shiny chrome. 
 
It was Easter weekend; we had had the car three weeks.  We were taking a 
drive to visit Roger’s sister, when some nice big Volvo jumped the red light as 
we were turning right.  I saw it before Roger and thought Oh s!!!.  It was 
aimed directly at me. I just covered my head with my arms.  The lights 
changed to red and we were still in the centre waiting for the traffic to stop. It 
did and Roger drove forward to turn right when a car (Volvo 740) cut through 
the left turn lane and hit us, in the centre front axel B post and door, moving us 
sideways about 6ft, my legs were trapped in the foot well.  With the help of 
Roger, he had to pull me across his seat to get me out.  I was wearing a white 
trouser suit at the time which ended up being speckled with red.  Nothing 
broken, but boy did my legs hurt. I went to the hospital to get checked up, but 
luckily only bruising, and superficial cuts from the broken side window. 
 
Now as it turned out, the Volvo had to be towed away, but Roger managed to 
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drive the car home (an hour’s drive). It was crabbing somewhat and thank 
goodness we did not come across any police. 

 
My keeping a car for a while did not last 
long.  I was devasted as I really liked the 
car.  
 
The insurance did not pay out, because we 
were turning right, we must have been in 
the wrong, even though the two lanes 
beside the Volvo had both stopped for the 
red light. 
 
Roger brought the car back from the 
insurance and re built the car as you can 
see it had a good hit.   New rocker panel 
(sill UK ), door, king pin, B post, floor 
panel etc.  
 

     Of course this meant yet another car until 
repaired.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Here are some photos of the damage to the car and after the repair. 
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The third car run of the year started in the Cabela's parking lot, at the Dickinson 
Crossing Shopping centre, Nanaimo. Fourteen cars, with twenty six drivers/ 
passengers, set off at 10:00 am for the drive to Qualicum Beach via Nanoose Bay. En 
route we picked up another car with two members to arrive at the four poles QB at 
11:00 am. There, we were met by a further six cars and ten members, making a total of 
twenty one cars and thirty eight members. Unfortunately, three people, in two cars had 
to cancel on the morning of the run. 

We then proceeded to the Stamp Provincial Park in Port Alberni by a mixture of 
highway and back roads, at least for those who followed the directions! A group 
became detached from the main body, ( what happened to the "keep the OEC car 
behind you in your rearview mirror"?}, and missed the turning onto Cherry Creek 
Road: they, therefore, arrived by a more direct route and missed the "fun part" of this 
part of the drive. 

Having arrived at the Park, a walk, and a stretching of the legs was high on most 
people's agenda. It was a short one, which took us to the salmon ladder and, beyond 
that, to see the pools beneath the falls, where the salmon were gathering before 
entering the ladder, prior to them to then making their way up the river. 

The majority of us then met in the picnic area, by the side of the river to enjoy our 
lunches and socialise, while some left the park to eat in restaurants. 

We had three new members, whom I had not met before: Wayne and Gwen McCargar, 
from Nanaimo, and Kurt Lunenberg, who had driven down from Campbell River, to 
join us. Also new to me were Tony and Rosemary Booth, who although they have 
been members for some years, had not recently attended the runs, so it was good to 
meet them also. 

This was the first run that I had organised, and thank Malcolm Hargrave for his 
guidance. 
 

As many of you know we have had difficulty, recently, in getting people to volunteer 
to arrange runs and to volunteer in general. In this light I decided to "see one, do one, 
and teach one". I know mine was not perfect: in future I would be putting distances in 
miles as well as kilometres. However I would be more than happy to assist anyone, 
who might be interested in organising such an event in the future. 

Submitted by Sandy Smart 

OECC CIB CAR RUN, SUNDAY 27 th, 2020. 

See next two pages for photos submitted by various members taken on this run 
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Photo credits: 
 

Martin Armour 
Adèle Hedges 
Steve Roebuck 

Jim Stewart 
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 I was 17 when a family friend, knowing my affection for British cars, 
offered me a 1956 MGA to rebuild.  The car had been disassembled and 
arrived in boxes.  A close childhood friend’s dad owned a garage that had 
closed down and offered to let Dave and I use it to try and rebuild the “A”.   
 
Fast forward 3 years and we had the car running and I was trying to get 
funds together for body repairs of which there were many.  1974 arrived 
and I was accepted for pilot training in the Canadian Air Force and 
ultimately had to sell the car as the “generous” pay provided by the 
military didn’t allow me to pay for storage.  It was my first car, assembled 
with blood, sweat and tears and now she was gone.  I didn’t realize how 
attached I had become to the car but every time I saw an “A” it reminded 
me of the enjoyment I got from working on mine and how much I missed 
it. 
    
My wife, Sue, knows of my affection for the marque and as my 50th 
birthday approached she contacted my cousin in Ontario to see if he could 
manage to find my old car which she could give me as a surprise birthday 
present – what a gal!!   Cousin Dave is a vintage vehicle buff and has 
numerous Norton motorcycles and some antique American cars.  Dave 
managed to track down the car but unfortunately it was in pretty rough 
shape having had a tree limb drop on her during a storm and the owner was 
asking more that it was worth.  Undaunted, Dave tracked down another car 
at Niagara on the Lake which was a duplicate of the original except for the 
colour.  The car had been restored from the ground up in 2001 and was in 
beautiful condition except that the left bumper was an 1/8 inch lower than 
the right – did I mention that Dave is a perfectionist?  Anyway, the deal 
was made and on my 50th Sue presented me with the keys – as we were 
living in Hong Kong I had to wait a while to see the car.   
    

 

1956 MGA “Desiree” 
By Graham Miller 
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As far as specs go:  1955 was the first year of production for the “A”  My 

car is the 4061th one to be built and was sold new for 844 pounds 

Sterling.  The colour is the original Orient red and its little 1489 c.c. 

engine produces a massive 72 bhp- enough to get up brickyard hill on 

Gabriola. 
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Tool Box Stuff 
By Wayne McCargar 

 
Long-long ago and far-far away a bunch of us decided to take a 40 mile 
trek to Salmo B.C. to partake in the towns Salmo Days celebration and 
parade. Everything went well and a good time was had by all (little towns 
know how to celebrate). A few miles out of town on the way home I 
thought I could smell that sweet aroma of antifreeze but as I’m always 
anticipating every noise and smell as a pending disaster, I dismissed it as 
figment of my paranoid mind. Nope, the temperature gauge went to 
boiling and green line I saw in my rear view mirror meant trouble so I 
pulled over at the nearest little creek. As luck would have it, it was only an 
undocumented hole in the lower rad hose. Things like this don’t really 
bother me much as I was a Boy Scout and being prepared is part of my 
paranoia so I try to carry everything necessary for a road side patch job. 
Every nook and cranny in the trunk is full of useful stuff like a spare 
starter, generator, water pump, fuel pump, belts, upper radiator hose, 
points, condenser, distributor cap, two jacks one bumper one hydraulic, a 
star lug wrench, first aid kit, 3L of oil, 4 bungie cords, 1pr coveralls, 
jumper cables, road flares, a 12v air pump, 2 pieces of 2x6 8” long, 2 
umbrellas, 2 lawn chairs, a 160 deg. Thermostat and 5 Canadian flags. (I‘ll 
bet if I went across the border and they checked my trunk they would 
probably accuse me of smuggling car parts).  I also had a CB under the 
front seat and that’s strange because a CB (Citizen Band portable radio for 
the younger ones) is like a cell phone today, I don’t know how to work 
either of them.  
 
That’s not all as I also had tool box which was a treasure trove of useful 
repair goodies like, a 1/4” socket set both SAE and metric, a T-handle 
ratchet drive set, a 3/8 socket set, one ballpeen hammer, a working 
flashlight , 78’ of mechanic’s wire, 1/2 roll of black tape, one baggy of red, 
blue and white electrical wire, 12 hose clamps of various sizes, 1 brake 
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adjusting tool, a pr. of pliers, side cutters, 2 feeler gauges, one blue oval 
sponge, (I know there must be a purpose for a sponge, but right now it 
escapes me.) 5 assorted screwdrivers, 1/4 of a coat hanger, 5” of gas line 
with clamps, 6 cable ties, one Stanley exactor knife with the initials T.M. 
scratched on it, a can opener, one battery  post cleaner, a nail file, one 
only kitchen cupboard door handle, 2 pc of small chain about 24” long, 
one file, 2 pill bottles fill with assorted nuts, bolts and screws, 20 
wrenches of assorted sizes, ( It would be stupid to have 20 of the same 
size) one 8” nail, a 10’ measuring tape, 9- 6 penny nails,  a paper clip and 
a small spring. 
 
Now in all this stuff it looks like the only thing that is useful is the 1/2 
roll of black tape that can be used as a bandage for the lower radiator 
hose but there was nothing to carry water from the creek. Coming to the 
rescue (as she usually does) my wife reminded me that we did have a 
garbage bag hanging under the dash. There is nothing more discussing 
than a plastic garbage bag full of soiled tissues that could have been there 
since last year but I emptied it and talked her into going for water while I 
did basic first aid on the hose. Mistake 1 and 2. (and probably 3) The 
slope to the creek was steep and muddy (no more said) but it does remind 
me of that old kid’s poem “the higher up the mountain the greener 
grows the grass, and here comes a Billy goat sliding on his ___”. Un be 
announced to us the bag was full of holes and none of the water ever 
made it to the car (except for what was on her) and I just happened to 
dump that garbage on her side of the floor. Wrong all the way around. 
Everything ended well but I think it took me about 400 trips to the creek 
(a ’53 Olds takes a lot of water) with a couple of Timmies medium coffee 
cups to fill the rad. and after that we had no further problems with the car 
on the quiet trip home. The Olds is long gone but I still have that same 
tool box and yes if you were wondering that little blue oval sponge is still 
there so if on tour and a blue oval sponge emergency arises you know 
who to contact.  
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During the recent rebuild of my TR6 and TR250 I have encountered many 
suppliers of parts and services. The following is a list of suppliers which I 
have used and recommend. Many are in the UK but I find that delivery 
from the UK is much quicker than using US suppliers or any alternatives. 
The prices are usually competitive too. Please have a look at the following 
websites, I am sure you will find them interesting even if you don’t spend. 
https://www.revingtontr.com/ 
The name Revington TR has become synonymous with the supply of high 
quality parts both standard and modified. Over the years we have designed 
and produced a myriad of modifications for your TR, some performance 
enhancing, some intended to improve reliability or maintainability.  
https://www.trshop.co.uk/ 
Specialists for over 40 years, we continue to source and supply thousands 
of original and remanufactured new body, trim, engine, service and 
mechanical parts for all TR models and we have an extensive stock of good 
used items. 
http://www.classicdrivingdevelopment.co.uk 
Driveline, Power steering and suspension products for: 
Triumph TR4A, TR5, TR6, TR7, TR8, STAG, Innsbruck, Spitfire, GT6 & 
Vitesse.  TVR M Series, MGB, MGC, Morgan, Austin Healey & Jensen. 
https://www.holden.co.uk/  
Holden Vintage & Classic supply a vast range of classic car parts, vintage 
car parts, Lucas car parts, motoring accessories for the car enthusiast and a 
wide range of motoring clothing including Belstaff jackets, Aviator jackets, 
goggles, gloves and helmets.  
https://www.carbuildersolutions.com/uk 
A large selection of car parts. 
https://www.woolies-trim.co.uk/ 
A large selection of automotive trim, seals & fittings. 
https://www.sealsdirect.co.uk/ 
A large selection of Rubber extrusions, window rubbers and door seals. 
https://www.cometic.com/ 

Parts Suppliers and Services 
By Graeme Cook 

https://www.revingtontr.com/
https://www.trshop.co.uk/
http://www.classicdrivingdevelopment.co.uk
https://www.holden.co.uk/
https://www.carbuildersolutions.com/uk
https://www.woolies-trim.co.uk/
https://www.sealsdirect.co.uk/
https://www.cometic.com/
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Superior Head Gaskets 
 

https://www.canleyclassics.com/?canvas=home 
Supplier of parts for the small chassis Triumph range 
http://www.stainlessforclassics.co.uk/index.htm 
Supplier of reproduction stainless steel parts for classics 
http://www.mmsacc-stainless.com/ 
Supplier of stainless steel fastener kits and SS parts 
http://www.webcon.co.uk/ 
Webcon are the leading Global manufacturer and distributor of Carburettor, 
Fuel Injection and Ignition systems and components. 
http://mrmikes.com/ 
We craft upholstery kits for Miata seats which are readily available and 
inexpensive to find used. These car seats are unusually low and narrow 
enough to fit in a variety of British sports cars 
http://tr6.danielsonfamily.org/PanelBootSales1.htm 
Bob Danielson makes interior trim kits for TR4/250/6 and works closely 
with Mr Mike above to match material colours. 
http://www.wishboneclassics.com/ 
Supplier of high quality performance parts for Triumphs. 
https://www.a2stainless.co.uk/ 
Supplying STAINLESS STEEL screws, bolts, nuts and washers to 
motorcycle, car, off-road and commercial vehicle enthusiasts.  
https://www.autoelectricalspares.co.uk/ 
Authorised UK Distributor of Lucas Electrical Parts, we supply electrical 
spares and accessories for your classic or modern vehicle at the best 
possible prices. The range available includes engine management, bulbs, 
control boxes, ignition, switchgear, wiper motors and heater fans, 
wiring products, consumables and electrical accessories. 
https://www.bresco.com/ 
Loughborough based Bresco Vehicle Services Limited, built from the 
ground-up as a family business, are leading suppliers of trim clips, fasteners 
and fixings. Primarily serving the classic car market for the last thirty years 
we have now expanded our product range to include clips for modern cars. 

https://www.canleyclassics.com/?canvas=home
http://www.stainlessforclassics.co.uk/index.htm
http://www.mmsacc-stainless.com/
http://www.webcon.co.uk/
http://mrmikes.com/
http://tr6.danielsonfamily.org/PanelBootSales1.htm
http://www.wishboneclassics.com/
https://www.a2stainless.co.uk/
https://www.autoelectricalspares.co.uk/
https://www.bresco.com/
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https://www.burtonpower.com/ 
Good supplier of Weber parts and British Ford performance and standard 
parts. 
https://www.brakematerialsandparts.com/ 
Brake parts supplier and master cylinder & booster(servo) rebuilder.(USA) 
http://www.customthrustwashers.com/ 
Custom made solid alloy crankshaft thrust washers developed for Triumph 
engines used in TR2,3,4,5,250,6, Spitfire, GT6, Herald, Vitesse, Midget 
1500, TVR & more. (USA) 
https://www.europaspares.com/ 
Europa Specialist Spares has evolved from extensive experience building 
and restoring specialist vehicles. The sourcing of elusive parts or thought to 
be obsolete at times has been frustrating, but the delight in successfully 
assisting so many people has also been exceptionally rewarding. 
https://bcfasteners.com/ 
Quality supplier of grade 8 hardware (BC) 
https://www.overdrive-repairs.co.uk/ 
Re- manufacturers of all Laycock de Normanville overdrive units and their 
spare parts. Staffed by ex-Laycock employees, they provide a service to all 
classic car owners and restores.  
https://www.autosparks.co.uk/ 
The best supplier of wiring looms for British cars and also electrical 
components. 
https://www.chriswitor.com/ 
Triumph big saloon specialist, good technical information on the Triumph 6 
cylinder engines. 
http://www.pattonmachine.com/ 
A line of high quality machined products designed to improve a variety of 
classic cars. Adapters for side draft carburetors that provide the first step in 
bringing modern engine control electronics to cars of year's past, Throttle 
Body Injector Kit, Trailing Arm Repair Kit, Miata seat mounts and the Fan 
Eliminator Kit. (USA) 
https://www.classiccarperformance.com/collections/britishstarters-com 
Welcome to the new home of BritishStarters.com.   As the #1 High Torque 
Gear Reduction Starter seller in the world since 2008, we have been hard at 

https://www.burtonpower.com/
https://www.brakematerialsandparts.com/
http://www.customthrustwashers.com/
https://www.europaspares.com/
https://bcfasteners.com/
https://www.overdrive-repairs.co.uk/
https://www.autosparks.co.uk/
https://www.chriswitor.com/
http://www.pattonmachine.com/
https://www.classiccarperformance.com/collections/britishstarters-com
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work updating our offerings and information to include even more starters 
for more classic English cars and trucks. Also supply MWS wire wheels. 
(USA) 
https://www.namrick.co.uk/ 
Good supplier of fasteners and also Cunifer brake pipe and brake fittings. 
 

https://www.moss-europe.co.uk/ 
Brilliant stock of parts for Triumph, MG, Morris, Austin Healey, Mini & 
Jaguar. They supply awesome parts books with many tips and lots of 
information included. Supply from the UK is usually 3 to 4 days. 
http://claytonclassics.co.uk/parts-upgrades/112-heating 
Amongst other services Clayton Classics apply modern technologies in 

upgrading and refurbishing existing heaters to retain the original outward 

appearance where possible but significantly increase the heat output and 

air flow. Jaguars, MGs, Triumphs. 

 
PICTURES OF YOU AND YOUR CARS 

Members Only Gallery is an excellent tool to see pictures of members and their 
cars. These are evolving galleries so Steve Roebuck needs members to send 
in pictures of yourselves and your cars. Pictures of Us may have to be updated 
if you have an old picture of yourselves in the Gallery, also you may have ac-
quired or sold a car, again Steve needs to know about this if you have photos 

in the Gallery. You can access this on the following link: www.oecc.ca/cib/
photo_gallery and scroll down to Members Only. You will have received 
User Name and Password to access this.  

Email Steve at steve@rbck.ca to send him photos for publication. 

https://www.namrick.co.uk/
https://www.moss-europe.co.uk/
http://claytonclassics.co.uk/parts-upgrades/112-heating
http://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery
http://www.oecc.ca/cib/photo_gallery
mailto:steve@rbck.ca
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Reliant Scimitar GTE SE5 

This is a relatively unknown vehicle in North America, and as far as I know, it was 
never produced in left-hand drive, nor exported to the USA.  Fortunately, I had the 
pleasure and thrill of owning a dark red 1970 Scimitar GTE in the UK for a short while 
before my wife heard the news that we were expecting twins.  With a 15-month-old 
daughter already in tow, the chance of getting three babies inside the Scimitar was near 
impossible! 

The Scimitar name was used for a series of sports car models produced by British car 
manufacturer Reliant, between 1964 and 1986. During its 22-year production it 
developed into a range of versions, including the GT SE4 saloon, as well as a 
convertible launched in 1980. All had a fibreglass body mounted on a steel box-section 
chassis. 

Tom Karen of Ogle was asked to submit some body designs based on the Ogle 
Design GTS estate car experiment for a new four-seater Scimitar. Managing Director 
Ray Wiggin; Chief Engineer John Crosthwaite, and fibreglass body expert Ken Wood 
went to Ogle's factory in Letchworth to view some mock-up body designs for the new 
GTE SE5. Wiggin told Wood to proceed with a proper master. The SE5 was conceived 
and ready for the 1968 Motor Show in less than 12 months.  

For the SE5, John Crosthwaite and his team designed a completely different longer 
chassis frame, revised suspension, new and relocated fuel tank, a rollover bar, new 
cooling system, spare wheel mounted in the nose to give increased rear space, and 
a 17 1⁄4 imperial gallons (78 L) fuel tank. When designing the chassis, Crosthwaite 
worked closely with Ogle body stylist Peter Bailey to modify and refine the prototype. 
The main change introduced in the SE5 was the sports estate hatchback body shape, 
although other car manufacturers had also produced hatchback models. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Car_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Car_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Karen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogle_Design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogle_Design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_wagon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Crosthwaite
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The GTE SE5 came with the same 2,994 cc V6 Ford Essex engine as the GT SE4. This 
gave the car a claimed top speed of over 120 mph (I can confirm that. And in overdrive, 
90 mph in 3rd gear!). A Borg-Warner 35 automatic transmission was added as an option 
in 1970, as well as an overdrive for the 4-speed manual. The SE5 was capable of 0–
60 mph in approximately 10 seconds.  The later SE5A model introduced in 1972 
improved performance to 0-60mph in 8.5 seconds with approximately the same top 
speed. 

Directly following the announcement of the car, Autocar magazine tested a 3-litre GTE 
(with manual transmission) in October 1968. They reported a maximum speed of 
117 mph (188 km/h) and a 0–60 mph (0–97 km/h) time of 10.7 seconds. Overall fuel 
consumption for the test came in at 18.5 mpg. The manufacturer's UK market 
recommended retail price, including sales taxes, was £1,759. (I paid £975 for mine in 
1974) The 3-litre MG MGC GT was retailing at this time for £1,337 while 
Rover's 3500 was offered for £1,791. Launch of the more directly comparable Volvo 
1800ES was still four years away. 

Over four thousand, three hundred SE5s were produced, and it became an instant success. 
The saloon GT SE4 production was cut down, and the proportion of GTE’s to GT’s being 
built was four-to-one. Reliant increased its volume by 20% in the first year. The SE5A 
model sold more than any other Scimitar, with 5,105 manufactured.  

Princess Anne was given a manual overdrive SE5 as a joint 20th birthday and Christmas 
present in November 1970 by the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh. It was Air Force 
blue in colour with a grey leather interior and registered 1420 H in recognition of her 
position as Colonel-in-Chief of the 14th/20th Hussars. Anne subsequently owned eight 
other GTEs. 

Submitted by Malcolm Hargrave 
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Classified Page 

DISCLAIMER: The Old English Car Club (OECC) provides the classified ads in this 
publication as a service to both members and non-members wishing to advertise British 
cars, parts or services. The OECC does not verify any claims made in these ads and 
consequently assumes no responsibility for their veracity.  
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